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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’

SESSION NOTES
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session
Always giving thanks to God the Father for
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Ephesians 5:20)
Exodus 16:29 - See! The Lord has given you the
sabbath, therefore on the sixth day he gives you food
for two days; each of you stay where you are; do not
leave your place on the seventh day.”
Numbers 35:5 - You shall measure, outside the town,
for the east side two thousand cubits, for the south side
two thousand cubits, for the west side two thousand
cubits, and for the north side two thousand cubits, with
the town in the middle; this shall belong to them as
pasture land for their towns.

In ancient Israel, these two verses were
interpreted by rabbis and scribes as a prescription
for what kind of travel was acceptable on the
Sabbath. That is, Numbers 35:5 interprets Exodus
16:29, that one’s “place” is all the space within
2000 cubits (approximately 3000 feet) of a home.
Within this space the people of Israel could enjoy
the Sabbath, and ensure that their livestock could
as well. The sites of agricultural production would
lay farther afield, meaning neither Israelite or
oxen would be able to lawfully toil on the Sabbath
day. For the Sabbath was meant for rest, renewal,
and consideration of God’s presence and
provision.
Since moving to Oxford in July, I’ve reflected a lot
on the notion of a Sabbath Day’s journey. What
once was for Mikhal and I a 90-minute roundtrip
commute from home to church, made nine times
weekly, has now been reduced to a five minute
jaunt down 472. It’s been a deeply humanizing
change, one that has enabled me to focus more
fully on the days of labor, and to more faithfully
manage times of rest with family, friends, and
God. We are so grateful to spend our time in the
neighborhood, and so thankful for the warm
welcome you have extended to us.
There is, of course, much to learn. I’ve
commented to many of you how strange it is to
experience running out of milk and not having a
corner store in sight! But we are indeed learning,
and we are so thankful to each of you for your
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God has certainly blessed the OPC community
this summer.
A few of His many blessings were:
· The children (approximately 80 per night) and

the numerous volunteers who attended VBS
this summer got to grow and witness the love
of Christ through Bible study, music, art,
recreation, and drama. What an uplifting and
Spirit-filled experience for all!
· Relay for Life – OPC had 17 officially registered

members and contributed more than $4,500 to
this year’s event.
· The Connective Festival – OPC was happy to

extend the use of a tent on the Oxford Green
to serve as a comfort/hospitality station.
· The Cleanup Buckets for Church World Service

campaign, in July, providing 14 filled buckets
and $600 to help areas in need.
· Eryn Gallagher, Jackie Caleb, Bev Hartgrove,

and the church volunteers who opened and
staffed OPC to serve as a comfort station
during the extreme heat wave of July 19–21.
· Pastor Scott and his family who made the move

from Lancaster to Oxford.
· The many inspirational pastors who led us in

worship while Pastor Scott had time away.
Thanks to the dedicated work of the Worship
Ministry.
· The many very talented individuals from our

own congregation and the Lincoln Concert
Choir who shared their gift of music this
summer.
· Celebrations – including the shower for Angie,

the recognition of Bonnie for her years of
service as Clerk of Session, the reception for
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Laura King

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Ethel Backenstose
Beth Baity
Ann Terry

thoughts, prayers, and gifts, that have made the
transition so much more manageable.
As summer gives way to fall, we enter one of the
busiest and most exciting times of the program
year. There are many things from the spring that
have not yet been resolved. One I am especially
mindful of is the discussion many of you
expressed interest in having about issues of
racism and combatting white supremacy. Another
is a model of staffing that will meet the needs of
our congregation in relation to Christian
Education and spiritual formation. Rest assured,
neither has been forgotten. As we continue to
discern the long-term needs of Christian
Education I am grateful for a dedicated team of
volunteers who are bridging the gap. Our VBS
program this summer was a rousing success
thanks to the efforts of Ali Perry and so many
others. And our Sunday school is off to a great
start under the leadership of Janet Hudler, who is
planning an exciting Rally Day for September 8.
For the short term, I’ll be working with the youth
of the church. And in regards to discussions
about race, I am so grateful to be working with
Jackie Caleb. Together, we have been
brainstorming how best to begin this very
important conversation.
For these and so many other important matters,
I’m glad to be a part of your neighborhood.
Yours, Scott
Volume 32, Issue 9

they provided comfort and support to others.
church running smoothly, including the staff
and all those involved in ministries.

Our Deacons
Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Gale Sauer

· All those displaying Christ-like behaviors as

· As always, thanks to all those who keep our

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session

Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

the Lincoln University Concert Choir, and the
Blessing of the Backpacks.

As we begin September, we look forward to:
communion and the installation of
Ethel Backenstose as Deacon on September 1;
Rally Day, the official “kick off” to the new
Sunday School year on September 8; and the
Apple Festival on September 28.
We are also anticipating the installation of
Pastor Scott Szabo on September 22. Please
watch the weekly bulletins and emails for
updates on this blessed event.
Praise God from whom all blessing flow!
God’s blessings to everyone!

Many, many thanks for all the
thoughtful prayers and support that we
have received from Rich’s recent
surgery!!!
He is doing well!!! What would we do
without our family of faith!!! Thanks
again with much love,
Rich and Ann Terry
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International Day of Peace – 21 September
Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September. The
General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both
within and among all nations and peoples.

The BIG TENT Meetings in Baltimore was the first time for me. I
attended two information-filled workshops: (1) Intergenerational
Dialogue on Ecumenism and Social Justice Movements was a
discussion on how to understand different generations so we can
connect as a group to address social and economic needs of the
community. (2) The Least of These: A Missional Engagement of the
Faithful in the Work of Preventing and Alleviating Poverty is the work of the church. How do we help
the poor, oppressed and disadvantaged people through self-development and empowerment?
Conversations on racism, eradication of poverty are topics that may revitalize a congregation by
having intergenerational dialogue.
Visiting the Great Blacks in Wax Museum was offered as an evening trip. Afterwards we ate dinner at
Knox Presbyterian Church with a program on “reimagining church to build disciples.” We were in
downtown Baltimore where there are 30,000 vacant homes and deep inequality in schools, health and
wealth. One measure is that 1 in 5 black children do not have high school diplomas as compared to 1
in10 white children.
I am glad to have this time to become more connected with PCUSA missions.
submitted by Bev Hartgrove
Outreach Budget Expenses 2019
5.412 Basic Mission Support
5.431 Neighborhood Services Center
5.432 Oxford Senior Center
5.433 Domestic Violence Center
5.434 Lighthouse Ministry
5.435 Miscellaneous Local Mission
5.436 Local Peacemaking Offering 25%
5.437 Christmas Food Boxes
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6,000
8,000
800
500
2,000
3,000
300
900

5.438
5.439
5.440
5.441
5.442
5.443
5.451
5.452

Community Meal Expenses
Family Promise
ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking)
Chester County Children, Inc.
Oaks Ministry
Meeting Ground
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Special Appeals/Disaster Relief

1,500
1,000
800
800
700
500
800
2,000
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Sustainable Development
Goal 13 “Climate Action”
is a call for immediate
action by all to lower
greenhouse emissions,
build resilience and
improve education on
climate change.
Affordable, scalable
solutions such as renewable energy, clean
technologies are available to enable countries to
leapfrog to greener, more resilient economies.

2019 Theme: “Climate Action for Peace”
The theme draws attention to the importance of
combating climate change as a way to protect and
promote peace throughout the world. Climate
change causes clear threats to international peace
and security. Natural disasters displace three
times as many people as conflicts, forcing millions
to leave their homes and seek safety elsewhere.
The salinization of water and crops is
endangering food security, and the impact on
public health is escalating. The growing tensions
over resources and mass movements of people
are affecting every country on every continent.
In the lead up to the International Day of Peace on
21 September, the United Nations calls upon all to
take action to tackle climate change. Every human
is part of the solution - from turning off the lights
to taking public transport, to organizing an
awareness raising campaign in your community.

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating,
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking
Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
Monthly Meeting: (New Time)
First Thursday: February–May
6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
The Oxford Public Library (New Location)
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363
Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.
Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888

Young people are stepping up to the challenge close to half a million youth around the world
have taken action on climate change in their
homes, schools and communities.

IRA Contributions – We have been receiving IRA distributions from our members who have
turned 70 and a half. Many of these checks come from the brokerage services with no name on
them. If you plan to donate to OPC via this method, please let Lorraine Holton know ahead of time
to expect the contribution or make sure the brokerage service includes your name on the check
or the stub. Otherwise we have no way to determine who is donating and which of our budget
lines the funds are to go to.
Volume 32, Issue 9
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Lincoln University Concert Choir
By Julie Allport
The Lincoln University Concert Choir led our morning worship
service on Sunday, August 15. The choir sang four very
moving songs at various parts of the service, concluding with
a version of the Irish Blessing as a Benediction response. I
would like to acknowledge drum soloist Melchizedek Aarons,
who graciously filled in at the last minute and was not able to
be listed in the bulletin. It was also a joy to have many of the
choir students to bring their school bags and participate in
the blessing of backpacks.
The choir is under the direction of Dr. Camilla Horne and
assisted by piano accompanist Professor Toni Hall. We are
grateful for their willingness to bless our congregation with
their wonderful music and are working on future
opportunities to work together.
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On Sunday August 25, Oxford Presbyterian
honored our out-going Clerk Of Session Bonnie
Rhodes with Pastor Scott thanking her and God
during the worship service and later with a
reception in Fellowship Hall.

Dear Session and OPC,
I have thoroughly enjoyed working as Clerk of
Session for OPC! It has been my pleasure.
THANKS seems so inadequate, BUT I thank you all
for your support and I truly thank God for His
wisdom and power to me. The clock is awesome
and every time it “dings,” I will think of you.
Thanks for the lovely flowers and ALL the
wonderful cards and messages.
Thanks to Bertie Gehron for the delicious AND beautiful cake which was enjoyed by all. Thanks much
to the Deacons for their (as always) delicious ice cream social. The Lincoln University Concert Choir
was magnificent and added so much spirit to the day!
Thanks to Pastor Scott for his heartfelt “retiring” Clerk’s message. We are very fortunate to have him
and his family at OPC!
I will continue volunteering in various areas at church. I hope you all will continue also!

If He brings you to it….He will bring you through it!

God bless us every one!
Grace, Peace and Love,
Bonnie Rhodes

Volume 32, Issue 9
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Wedding Blessings
The women of OPC surprised Angie Robinson
and Dennis Tierney with a bridal shower on July
21 in our Parlor. We wish them blessing on their
marriage.

Pastor Scott and Mikhal were presented with a lovely
“Welcome” quilt by the residents of Ware Presbyterian
Village on Sunday, August 25.

Eryn Gallagher spear-headed a movement to
collect gift cards of area vendors to present to
Pastor Scott and family to welcome them to
Oxford. She presented the basket of offerings,
along with some succulent plants from Angie
Robinson, on Sunday, August 25.
Page 8
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Join the Bell
Choir
By Julie Allport

The Bells of Praise Bell
Choir rehearses on Wednesdays at
6:30 in the choir loft. We do not yet
have a start date planned, however if
you are not currently in the bell choir
and are interested in playing bells,
speak to Pete Slauch to let him know
of your interest and to get more information about the bell choir start date

The OPC Women’s Praise
Team is looking for new
members! If you like singing
a cappella with a great group
of ladies on Sunday mornings
at 9:30 A.M. We will start on Sunday,
September 15th.

OPC’s walls are filled with original artwork yet we often walk right
by and do not even notice! As part of our “Did You Know” series,
we’d like to draw attention to these pieces but don’t have any
information about them! If you know any detail at all (no matter
how trivial you may think it is!) about any of the artwork in OPC,
could you please contact Ali Verbanas at averbanas@gmail.com or
610-998-1347. Thank you!

Sunday, August 25 was the
First Annual (hopefully)
Blessing of the Backpacks
at Oxford Presbyterian
Church. Pastor Scott not
only blessed the backpacks
of OPC children, but the
backpacks of our guests
from Lincoln University!!!

Volume 32, Issue 9
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Join the Chancel Choir!
By Julie Allport

The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing
on Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30 in the choir
loft. We are in need of new members on all voice
parts and invite the congregation to consider
joining us.
Merriam-Webster lists one of the definitions of a myth as an unfounded or untrue statement.
In the years since I have been actively helping Pete Slauch, our director of music recruit new
choir members, I have encountered a number of myths that people often cite when they think
they can’t join the choir. Below are a few of them and my responses.
Myth #1 - I can’t join the choir I’m too young.
Response - If you are at least 13 years old, you’re not too young.
Myth #2 - I can’t join the choir because I’m too old.
Response - No one is too old! If you can hold a folder and sing, please join us!
Myth #3 - I can’t join the choir because I can’t read music.
Response - Music reading is not necessary. We will help you learn the music and if you
want to learn to read music, we can help with that too!
Myth #4 - I can’t join the choir because I don’t sing well enough.
Response - We welcome singers of all experience levels. If you think you can’t sing very
well, you are in good company. We work together to learn to sing music and there is
safety and fellowship in numbers!
Myth #5 - I can’t join the choir because I can’t always make it to choir rehearsals.
Response - That’s OK! Come when you can and talk to Pete or Julie about your
schedule. Julie is always willing to find time to give extra help with learning the music
if needed.
Myth #6 - I can’t join the choir because I can’t be at church every Sunday.
Response - See response to Myth #5, specifically the part that says come when you can!
Myth #7 - The choir sings the same kind of music all of the time.
Response - We are always trying to sing different styles of music. Some of the music we
sing is very old and some of it is very recently written. Every year, some
representatives go to a choral reading and preview a large amount of newly released
choir music. We are always looking for new music that will enhance worship and try
to find things that will contribute toward a moving worship experience. We are
excited to get started on some of the new music we have found this year.
In closing, we need you! Please consider giving the Chancel Choir a try. You can direct your
questions to Pete Slauch or Julie Allport. Or just feel free to come to a choir rehearsal when
you can. See you at choir!
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S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord) Activities
-

–

-

-

The NOMADS had a great
time picnicking on July 27
at Oxford Memorial Park.
Great friends, great
weather, and GREAT FOOD!

The next meeting
is September 30
when we will discuss
Killers of the Flower Moon
by David Grann
Volume 32, Issue 9

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs to
the church office. They are
being collected to donate to
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for
Children in Wilmington, DE.
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LOTS of volunteers are needed to help pull off this year’s 30th
Anniversary Apple Festival! The festival will be held on Saturday,
September 28th from 9:30-3:30 in Oxford Memorial Park. We have
many tasks for all levels of age, skill, and mobility. If you have
helped in the past, and especially if you have never helped before,
PLEASE consider volunteering for a few hours during the festival.
ALL are welcome! If you aren’t sure whether we really need you, WE
DEFINITELY DO! This is our church’s most visible outreach in the
community, and we really can’t do it without dedicated OPC
volunteers. The proceeds benefit the programs and missions of our church, and a portion of this
year’s proceeds will benefit the Union Fire Company. There will be an “apple tree” signup sheet
available each Sunday or you can send an email to help@opcapplefestival.org or contact event
chairperson Teressa Verkamp.
Pizza and Peeling will be Tuesday, September 24th at 6 P.M. in the
Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite peeler, paring knife and cutting
board and have some fun helping prepare bushels of apples to go into
the kettle Wednesday morning for our first batch of apple butter! If you
are unable to come Tuesday, apples will also be available Sunday,
September 22nd. Please pick up a bag and sign up for a drop-off time. It
is important that these apples are returned by the requested time for
apple butter (and not made into pies). Pie plates and individual slice
containers will be handed out on Sunday, September 15th. We are prepacking slices in recyclable single-serving containers this year in hopes
of reducing the number of bees in the pavilion that are attracted to the
whole pies being cut and served.
We still need donations of soda, water and tea. We need donations for the book sale which will be held
in the Fellowship Hall again this year, along with the Silent Auction and a historical display.
Beth Keefer is looking for volunteers to help sort books on 9/16 and 9/19 beginning around
10:30 A.M. and throughout the day. If you can help during any portion of those times, let Beth know,
or just show up.
We still need donations for our silent auction. If you own a business, know a shareable skill, and/or
have a service or experience you can offer, we would love to have some creative items and
experiences up for bid. We also encourage families or Sunday School classes or other groups to put
together themed gift baskets which are always popular with bidders. Drop off your donations in the
church office during regular office hours, or call the office to make other arrangements. We are happy
to pick up large items.

Dear Oxford Presbyterian
Women’s Ministry,
I truly appreciate the time,
love, and prayers put in the
“prayer squares” for the
Oxford 2019 Graduates. I
keep mine in my car and will
be taking it with me to
Messiah College next year.
Sam Blevins

Page 12

LAMPLIGHTER

Upcoming Events at the Oxford Senior Center:
September 20–22 – Washington, DC— “…A classy tour of our glorious
Capital.” Take in the grandeur of our nation’s capital! Remember sacrifices
made for freedom at the WWII, Vietnam, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
memorials. View the artifacts at the Smithsonian Institution. Take a driving
tour of Capital Hill, the Capitol Building and Supreme Court. Visit the White
House Visitor’s Center. Our experienced guides will show you our great
capital city! R.S.V.P. please.

RSVP for all Oxford Senior
Center Activities by calling
the Oxford Area Senior
Center at 610-932-5244 or
Email:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

Check out the
bulletin board in
the first floor
hallway for
complete
descriptions of
these activities.

Oxford Senior Center Community Yard Sale – Saturday, September 7
from 7 A.M. to 2 P.M. Multi-table & Vendors Event. $20 for each 10
x10 space. For more information and an application, please contact
Jane Freeman at 610-932-5244 or via email to
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net. See the poster on the bulletin board in
the downstairs hallway.

Oxford Senior Center Sub Sale Fundraiser – Beginning in August,
the Senior Center will be selling tickets good for one large
($7.69) sub (or $7.50 towards any sub or steak) at Kreider’s
Market (717-529-6944), Route 472, just north of the Octorara
Reservoir). The tickets will be valid until February 29, 2020. OPC
members Jane Freeman, Bill Ringler, Jim McLeod and Carol Carter
will have tickets. Tickets will also be available at the Hostess
Desk at the Center or from any Senior Center Board Member.

–
Place:
Time:
Donation:

SPC Community Outreach Center
42 South Fifth Street, Oxford
8:30 - 10:30 A.M.
Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11),
$5.00; 3 years and under, free.
Tickets are purchased at the door.

Coordinators: Sheila Bowers and Susan Ruffin
This Breakfast has been scheduled for the second Saturday every other month. Various items are included
on the menu. For information, please leave a message at the church office, 610-932-9256.

Thanks and Blessings for your support
Volume 32, Issue 9
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Nottingham
Presbyterian Church is
launching a mission to
distribute winter
clothes this fall. We
thought it would be a
good thing to help
them out.
From Nottingham:
“During the month of September we will be
collecting winter clothes to support our Mission
project!
We ask you to please donate your gently used
cold weather clothing items, such as hats,
gloves, scarves, coats, jackets, boots, sweaters,
jeans, flannel shirts, and any other clothing
items you wish to contribute.
The Give-A-Way day will be on Saturday, October
12 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the NPC parking
lot.”
If OPC members would like to help with this mission
bring your contribution to the church office and Eryn
Gallagher will make sure they get down to Nottingham
Presbyterian.

Sponsored by the Oxford Area Civic Association
and the Oxford Area Ministerium

Capital

Campaign
Status Update
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LAMPLIGHTER

September Birthdays

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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