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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

More pictures
on pages 8 & 9

SESSION NOTES
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session

What does your summer hold? We are happy to
report that ours is shaping up to involve a move!
Assuming all goes well we expect that we will
have sold our house in Lancaster and settled on
a house in the Oxford area by the end of July! We
thank you for your prayers and are anticipating a
busy summer season!
In the midst of all the excitement, I’m trying to
honor some long-held summer traditions. Things
like taking in a baseball game, going to Knobels,
getting to the beach, and berry picking. Practices
that remind me when and where I am, and at the
same time connect me to all the summers past
and to come that have and will be filled with
these practices.
I hope to make progress on my summer reading
list, but I’m not sure how much time I’ll have to
dedicate to reading in the midst of so much
transition. I have, however, decided to embrace a
new practice. This summer, I want to start
memorizing Scripture. Now, given my line of
work, I already have a healthy bit in my head,
simply because I interact with the Bible so
routinely. But I’ve never made a discipline of
deliberately committing Scripture to memory. In
a digital age, where we have limitless information
at our fingertips, one might wonder why
memorize at all. But it seems to me there is
something formative in committing holy writ to
our hearts and minds. When we memorize, we
also train ourselves to embody the Scripture we
carry with us in our hearts.
What does your summer hold? Whatever it may
be, I’d encourage you to join with me in
committing some Scripture to memory. You
might start with Psalm 23, or John 1. Whatever
you do, I promise your faith will be rewarded by
diligence. Let us grow in knowledge of love and
God together this summer.
Yours,
Scott
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As most of you know, Bonnie Rhodes has made
the decision to resign her job as Clerk of
Session. Many heartfelt thanks to Bonnie for her
outstanding service to the Session and our
church. What a blessing she has been to all of
us! She certainly deserves to have more quality
time with her family and friends as well as
continuing to serve the Lord in other capacities
at Oxford. I am extremely fortunate to have her
serve as my mentor in the coming months.
Please join us on August 25th at Fellowship time
to thank Bonnie for her dedication and service as
Clerk of Session. A basket for cards will be
available if you wish to add a personal note to
this celebration.
As you enjoy the summer, please take time to
thank those involved in Oxford’s ministries
throughout the year, including: the Elders and
Deacons with their many ministries, the Choirs
and directors, the Sunday School and Community
Preschool teachers, the volunteers involved in
VBS, Relay for Life, the Summer Mission trip,
Presbyterian Women, and all those involved in
Outreach ministries. I am sure I have missed
thanking some ministries, since I am relatively
new at Oxford. Please know that we are praying
for you and thanking you for your dedication.
Along with the thanks to others, Brett Spotts
wanted to thank everyone who attended his
son’s concert at OPC. Brett, Bennett and the
entire family are very appreciative of all the
support from the OPC community as well as the
generous monetary donation Bennett received.
(See Bennett’s article on page 14.)
Just a reminder that from June 9 through
September 1, we will only have one service at
9:30 A.M. Also, Pastor Scott will have much
deserved “time off” July 8 – 14, and then, later in
July into August. Specific dates will be
announced in the bulletin. Scott will be spending
a good portion of August, hopefully, moving into
his new house. I’m sure that will be a lot of work
rather than relaxing time off!
If you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to see one of the Session members.
Have a safe and happy summer!
God’s blessings to everyone!
LAMPLIGHTER

Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Laura King

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Gale Sauer

Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Ethel Backenstose
Beth Baity
Ann Terry

A Note from the Outgoing
Clerk of Session
By Bonnie Rhodes
Dear OPC: It has been my pleasure to serve as
Clerk of Session for the past 6+ years. I want
to thank everyone for your prayers and support. I will truly miss this but the new Clerk
will do an outstanding job. I give God the
praise and glory for His strength during this
time!

Barbara Baily was voted in as the new Clerk of
Session at the June 9 Session Meeting. I will
continue helping her with the tasks, etc. as
she is learning the position.
Thanks to all who serve on the Session Committees, Deacons, and missions of OPC. You
are appreciated!
Once again….THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH FOR
ALL! May God continue to send His Blessings
on Oxford Presbyterian Church.

First Friday
Lunch Bunch
July 5 and August 2
Meet at Wyncote at 11:30 A.M. Be
sure to let us know so there will
be a chair for you at the table.
Sign up sheet is in the office, or
call the office.
Lamplighter

THIS IS AN OPEN GROUP AND
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO
JOIN US!!!
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–
–

submitted by Beverly Hartgrove
CALLED TO A MOVEMENT BEYOND INSTITUTION

–

Join the movement of Presbyterians in Baltimore for a
Big Tent like no other.
The theme, Called to a Movement beyond Institution, will emphasize our hope of the Gospel and its
power to challenge institutional conventions. The goal is to come together and live in this moment,
immersed in our current cultural context of racial division, gender inequality, and economic disparity
to be renewed, refreshed and reformed, so that we may be sent out to affect change in our own communities. Big Tent will provide a place where our Presbyterian polity and identity is the foothold by
which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in action and answer the call to discern the will of God
together. Through worship, Bible study, learning opportunities, and active engagement with one another and the community, attendees will encounter the Church participating in God’s mission for the
transformation of creation and humanity.

-

- - -

Outreach Budget Expenses 2019
5.412
5.431
5.432
5.433
5.434
5.435
5.436
5.437
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Basic Mission Support
Neighborhood Services Center
Oxford Senior Center
Domestic Violence Center
Lighthouse Ministry
Miscellaneous Local Mission
Local Peacemaking Offering 25%
Christmas Food Boxes

6,000
8,000
800
500
2,000
3,000
300
900

5.438
5.439
5.440
5.441
5.442
5.443
5.451
5.452

Community Meal Expenses
Family Promise
ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking)
Chester County Children, Inc.
Oaks Ministry
Meeting Ground
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Special Appeals/Disaster Relief

-

1,500
1,000
800
800
700
500
800
2,000
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OPC was a participating team in The
American Cancer Society’s Relay for
Life of Southern Chester County at Oxford held June 14-15, 2019. As a
team, OPC had 17 officially registered
members and contributed in excess of
$4500.00 to this year’s event. Nine of
us even camped and enjoyed the cooler June weather we
had. Those who had the opportunity to attend Relay
were able to experience an atmosphere of joy and hope
as we celebrated, remembered, and fought back against
this disease that has impacted us all far too much. A big
Thank You to everyone who supported our effort by
praying, donating, working the silent auction, and walking. Job well done OPC!

Church World Service Emergency Cleanup Buckets
You can provide assistance to
families and communities
affected by flooding,
tornados and other
disasters.

We are collecting buckets in the month
of JULY. You may buy supplies, fill up a
bucket or donate cash to OPC with CWS
Cleanup Buckets in the memo line.
Thanks!

Here’s what’s needed:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid (if bucket has been used, clean well but do not use if
it has held chemicals of any kind.)
Four scouring pads
Seven sponges, including one large
One scrub brush
Eighteen reusable, lightweight dry cleaning towels (e.g., Handi wipes)
One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent
One 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap
One 12-16 oz. bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles)
One package of 48-50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.
Five dust masks
Two pairs heavy-duty, waterproof dishwashing gloves (latex-free, non-surgical)
One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather
24-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and removed from carton
One 6-9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent

All cleaning items must be new – all liquid items must be capped and securely tightened. Place all
items into the bucket, making sure they are packed securely to avoid damage during shipment.
Snap the lid on tight and seal with packing tape.
Value: $75.00
Processing fee: $3.00 per bucket
Volume 32, Issue 7/8
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The week of June 16 through the 23rd was an exciting time for 17 members and friends of OPC. We
traveled to Lumberton, North Carolina to help the people of that town recover from the effects of
three hurricanes that hit within two years. Hurricanes Matthew (September 2016), Florence (August
2018), and Michael (October 2018) devastated the coast of North Carolina. These are just some of the
pictures. There will be more later!

This group’s homeowner
Mr. Larry.

One group had to learn how to do intricate measurements and cuts to get
the flooring around pipes and door jams. They did a superb job with the
assistance of Larry and Dave from the NC Baptist
Mission (our hosts). We finished the kitchen, most
of the dining room and two bedroom floors. The
guys also pitched in and mowed Mr. Larry’s yard.

After

Page 6
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Our other group had to rip up
rotted flooring and put down new
subfloor. They were helped by
Michael, their TEAMEffort staff
person.

Mikayla was one
group’s TEAMEffort
staff.

On our way home.
Volume 32, Issue 7/8
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The Oxford Area Senior Center has a staff opening for the
position of Program Coordinator.
General Description: Under the supervision of and responsible to the Executive Director, the position plans, coordinates and implements recreational, social and developmental programs.
Qualifications
· High School graduate or equivalency
· Good typing and computer skills
· Ability to organize and instruct Crafts
· Good statistical and record-keeping skills
· Experience working with the senior population
· Experience recruiting and supervising volunteers
· Exceptional organizational skills with volunteers, fundraisers, programs etc. Enthusiastic with
a warm and friendly personality
Experience
· Leadership ability working with large groups of people
· Planning and scheduling programs and activities
· A “team player” attitude in working with other staff, volunteers and members
· Ability to work within the rules and regulations of the Center
· Non-judgmental attitude and confidentiality
Nature of Work
· Thirty hours/week (8:30am to 2:30pm) with some volunteer evening & weekend fundraisers
· Develop monthly schedule of events, implement and supervise all activities of the Center including monthly birthday parties and special luncheons. Coordinate activities to include educational, social, recreational and developmental programs and fundraising projects.
· Plan and supervise projects for volunteers
· Work closely with the Executive Director, other staff and volunteers to ensure the coordination
of all activities and overall Center operations.
· Responsible for coordinating all transportation needs with the Chester County Paratransit System.
· With assistance from the Executive Director and other staff, prepare print the monthly newsletter. Enlist volunteers to process completed newsletter for assembly and bulk mailing.
· Assist Executive Director in outreach to new members and ongoing outreach programs.
· Formulate and report monthly to the Director; time sheet, volunteer summary, program report
and information and referral contacts.
· Plan and promote bus trips as Center activities.
· Assist with all other phases of Center operations as reasonably designated.
Job Type: Part-time
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION and NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY STATEMENT
The Oxford Senior Center in an Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE)
It is the policy of the Oxford Senior Center Inc. not to discriminate against any employee or any qualified applicant for employment because of age, race, religion, color, handicap, sex, physical condition, sexual orientation, national origin or disability pursuant to, but not limited to all state and federal laws and amendments pertaining to discriminatory acts.
For more information or to apply, email cover letter and resume to jdmcleod@oxfordseniors.org

Page 10
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Upcoming Events at the Oxford Senior Center:
July 10 @ 7 P.M. – Bluegrass Under the Sun. Free concert featuring music by
the Blades of Grass Bluegrass Band. Enjoy an evening of toe-tapping, kneeslapping bluegrass tunes performed by local favorite: the Blades of Grass
Bluegrass Band. Bring your own lawn chair, blanket and refreshments (no
alcoholic beverages). Music Lovers of all ages are welcome! The concert is
FREE; Donations are greatly appreciaoted. If it rains, the concert will be
rescheduled. R.S.V.P. please.

RSVP for all Oxford Senior
Center Activities by calling
the Oxford Area Senior
Center at 610-932-5244 or
Email:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

September 20–22 – Washington, DC— “…A classy tour of our glorious
Capital.” Take in the grandeur of our nation’s capital! Remember sacrifices
made for freedom at the WWII, Vietnam, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
memorials. View the artifacts at the Smithsonian Institution. Take a driving
tour of Capital Hill, the Capitol Building and Supreme Court. Visit the White
House Visitor’s Center. Our experienced guides will show you our great
capital city! R.S.V.P. please.

Check out the bulletin board in the first floor hallway for
complete descriptions of these activities.

Vivian Brown & Linda Hoover standing up for
getting along with our neighbors, for
diversity and love conquers hate. First Friday
in June was a great night for a Rally.
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Poor Man Works for 20 Years. When He Asks Boss for
Salary, He’s Given Two Choices Instead
Written by Chris Ford of The Epoch Times
Submitted to Lamplighter by Ali Verbanas
One of the hardest tests we all have to face in
our lives is to be patient—just focus on doing
what we should and then just hang on, waiting
patiently. Often, we need to make sacrifices as a
test of our faith and trust in our “inherently good
knowing side” and to the compassionate divines
above. Our choices can turn out to be critical—
but if we manage to stick to that one spark of
goodness within us, the outcome is sure to be a
positive one.
A young, hardworking farmer who lived on a
faraway mountain got married, and after
realizing he could not make enough to provide
for his wife and any future family, he made the
decision to leave and find better employment.
He told his wife, “I need to go and find a wellpaid job to be able to give you the kind of life
you deserve. I may have to travel far, and be
gone for a while. But I make this promise to you:
‘I will forever remain faithful, and I hope you can
promise me the same.’”
His wife promised to see no other, and they
tearfully bid each other farewell.
After many days of walking, he came upon a
farmer desperately in need of help, and was
hired on the spot. But the young man wanted an
agreement before he started work. “Let me work
for you as long as I want, but when I want to go
home please release me of my duties. Please
keep my wages until I am ready to leave.”
So he set to work, putting in long, hard days
with hardly any rest and no holidays. After 20
years, he went to his boss and said, “It is time
for me to leave. Please give me the money I have
earned.”
The boss agreed, “You have worked diligently for
the past 20 years and accrued quite a sum.
However, before I pay you I would like to offer
you an alternative. I will not give you the money,
Page 12

but instead offer you three pieces of advice.
Remember, if you take the three pieces of
advice, you can’t have the money as well. I ask
you to go and think about it before you give me
your answer.”

For two days, the man pondered on this, then
went to his boss and said, “I have thought long
and hard about it, and have decided to not take
the money, but instead please give me the three
pieces of advice.”
The boss stressed that if he gave him the advice,
he could not take the money as well. “Please,
give the three pieces of advice,” said the man.
So the boss said, “Firstly, don’t take any
shortcuts in life, it can be very costly and may
even end your life. Second, don’t be overly
curious, as curiosity toward evil will be deadly.
And third piece of advice—never make a decision
when you are angry or suffering, as regret could
be endless.”
The man then gave him three loaves of bread
and said, “The first two loaves are for you to eat
on your journey home, and the third is for you to
share with your wife when you get there.”
So he set off, and on the first day, he met a
traveler who inquired, “Where are you heading?”

The man replied, “I need to walk along here for
about 20 days.”
“Oh no, you must take this shortcut, it will be far
quicker, and only take you five days,” said the
traveler.
The man began to take the shorter route, but
suddenly remembered his boss’s advice, so
turned around and continued on the long road.
He later learned he had been going into an
ambush.
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After several days of walking along the road, he
came to a small village, where he asked if he
could stay in a shack for the night. In the middle
of the night, he was woken by a blood-curdling
scream. He jumped to his feet, curious to see
what was happening, but as he went to open the
door, he remembered his boss’s second piece of
advice, so went back to bed.
The following morning, the owner inquired if he
had heard the screaming. When he said indeed
he had, the owner asked, “Weren’t you curious as
to what was happening?”
“No, not in the slightest,” replied the man.
“You are the only stranger to survive a night
here, my neighbor is a madman, he screams out
and when someone comes running he kills them
and buries their body in the backyard,” said the
man.
The man continued on his journey home, and
after many weary days and nights, he arrived at
his farm.

As night had fallen, he was able to make out his
wife’s silhouette in the moonlight, but as he
came closer he saw she was not alone—she was
caressing another man. Filled with anger and
hatred at her betrayal, he wanted to confront
them and kill them both. Remembering the third
piece of advice, he restrained himself, vowing to
make a decision at dawn.

When the sun rose, he had calmed down and
thought, “I will ask my boss for my job back and
will not kill my wife and her lover, but before I
leave I must tell her I remained faithful all this
time.”
He knocked at the door, and when she opened it,
she rushed into his arms, but he harshly pushed
her aside and tearfully said, “I have remained
faithful to you all these years, but you have
betrayed me!”
His wife was shocked at his accusation and
denied she had done such a thing.

“Who is that man I saw you with last night?” her
husband demanded.
“He is our son,” she replied. “I discovered I was
pregnant after you left, and our boy turned 20
today.”
With that, they joyfully hugged, and he told them
many stories of his adventures on the road. His
wife prepared coffee, and with the last loaf of
bread, he sat down to share it with them. When
he broke it apart, he found his boss had given
him all the money earned over the past 20 years,
plus much more.
This boss is like our God; he wants us to have so
much. Sometimes, we have to suffer and trust in
Him to receive our reward.

When:

August 3, 2019 (Saturday) at 9:30 A.M.

Where: Donegal Presbyterian Church, 1891
Donegal Springs Road Mount Joy, PA
19552 (Lancaster County)
717-653-1943 – www.DonegalPC.org
Bible Study Leader—Rev. Jane DeFord
“Love Carved in Stone” by Eugenia Anne Gamble
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Dear OPC family,
I’ve just returned from Vienna, and I wanted to say
thanks to everyone who helped make it possible. I am so
grateful to have been blessed with such an incredible
opportunity. The program involved three hours of
German class every weekday, as well as music lessons,
dramatic coachings, and master classes with renowned
professionals. I also spent most of my free time
discovering the incredible culture and history of the “City
of Music,” exploring museums, going to concerts,
attending church services, and much more. The entire
experience has given me an idea of what it really takes
to be a serious musician, and I look forward to whatever
opportunities the future holds for me.
I thank everyone who came to my recital at the church or
who donated to help get me to Vienna, and to the
Session for making my recital possible. OPC has always
been so loving and supportive of me and my musical
pursuits. I am so blessed to have this family, and I
cannot thank you enough.
Sincerely, Bennett Spotts
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Oxford Presbyterian and Shiloh Presbyterian have a long
and joyful history of worship together.
Beginning in 1996, the two congregations have come together for a joint
Annual Communion Worship service every year, typically on the first Sunday
in June. The choirs sing together, and the congregations combine to listen
to a collaborative sermon between OPC’s pastor and Shiloh’s pastor.
Originally, our own Reverend Ted Atkinson would deliver a sermon to the
two congregations on this Sunday, as well as on every Good Friday
candlelight service at Shiloh Presbyterian.
Reverend Tyrone Carter started delivering joint sermons alongside Reverend
Atkinson around the year 2000, and together they led a very successful
fellowship between the two churches. After Reverend Atkinson’s passing,
the wonderful Reverend Kerry Slinkard picked up
the mantle and joined Reverend Carter
in the Annual Communion Worship
Sundays, and the congregations
continued celebrating together for over
a decade.
Reverend Slinkard retired from OPC in
2017 and Reverend Carter followed suit
in 2018. While Shiloh continues to
search for their next pastor, Oxford’s
recently installed Reverend Scott Szabo
has been very supportive of both congregations, continuing to deliver the
joint sermons and keeping up with our annual traditions.

–
Place:
Time:
Donation:

SPC Community Outreach Center
42 South Fifth Street, Oxford
8:30 - 10:30 A.M.
Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11),
$5.00; 3 years and under, free.
Tickets are purchased at the door.

Coordinators: Sheila Bowers and Susan Ruffin
This Breakfast has been scheduled for the second Saturday every other month. Various items are included
on the menu. For information, please leave a message at the church office, 610-932-9256.

Thanks for your support. Happy Independence Day – July 4!!
Volume 32, Issue 7/8

Page 15

S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In
the Lord) Activities

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating,
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking
Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
Monthly Meeting: (New Time)
First Thursday: February–May
6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
The Oxford Public Library (New Location)
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363

–

-

-

Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363

–

Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.
Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888

-

-

The next meeting
is August 19 when we
will discuss A Gentleman
in Moscow by
Amor Towles
Page 16

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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July Birthdays

-

August Birthdays

-

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Just a Reminder:
We return to our Fall/Winter
Worship Schedule on Sunday,
September 8:
Worship at 8:15 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:30 A.M.
and Worship at 11:00 A.M.
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July Calendar
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