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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 

Recalling the Church Fire 

By Dick Winchester for the Archive Committee 

Session has given its approval for the Archive Committee to arrange an 
appropriate recognition of the church fire that destroyed our church 
building on Sunday, May 28, 1989. 

Accordingly, the committee will 
display some pictures, press 
accounts, and other memorabilia of 
the fire from May 12 to June 2. On 
each of the four Sundays in that 
month there will also be a “fire 
minute or two” shared at each 
worship service. 

Young people and new members 
should feel free to raise questions 
with more senior congregants about 
their experience with the fire. 

When Pastor Scott Szabo officially accepted the position of Pastor at OPC 
in April of this year, the hymn, “Rooted in Christ” was included in the 
worship service. Some of you know the history of the writing of this 
hymn, written by Pastor Ted Atkinson and Jim Jefferis. However, there are 
many of you who joined the OPC family more recently and might not be 
aware of its history.  

The following was included in the Bulletin, the first time the hymn was 
sung, as part of the celebration of the 250th Anniversary of Oxford 
Presbyterian Church in 2004: 

“This composition began at the request of Oxford Presbyterian 
Church. In the spring of 2003 the committee planning the 
celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the church requested a 
hymn to honor the celebration. I was willing to compose the 
hymn but suggested that someone from the church would be 
far better equipped than I to compose the text. I suggested 

(Continued on page 10) 

Rooted in Christ—A History 

By Judi Jefferis 

This button was 
designed, produced, 
 and distributed to  
the congregation by 
Dorothea Murray 
following the May 
1989 fire. It was 

inspired by a dream Pastor Ted 
Atkinson had prior to the fire that he 
saw the church burning but not being 
consumed.
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SESSION NOTES 
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 

At the April 28, 2019 Congregational Meeting 
led by Rev. Dr. Erin Cox-Holmes, Donegal 
Presbytery's Executive Presbyter, the Oxford 
Presbyterian Church membership voted Rev. 
Scott W. Szabo IN as our PERMANENT PASTOR! 
The votes were 110 yeses, 0 nos and 2 
abstaining. Praise God from whom all Blessings 
flow! Many thanks to the Pastor Nominating 
Committee (Andrew Atkinson, Chair; Ila Barlow, 
Brett Cowan, Janet Hudler, Peter King and 
Neeley Spotts) for their diligence and hard 
work! And many thanks to OPC for all their 
prayers and support!  

THANK YOU to the Deacons for preparing and 
serving the delicious Easter Sunday breakfast. 
You are appreciated for that endeavor and all 
you do behind the scenes for OPC. 

Upcoming worship schedule: 
• May 26 – Last Sunday School classes for the 
summer. 

• June 2 – one service only at 11 A.M. – Joint 
Communion Service with Shiloh at OPC with 
lunch provided by the Deacons afterward. 

• June 9 thru September 1 – ONE SERVICE 
ONLY AT 9:30 A.M. 

• September 8 – Both services and Sunday 
School classes resume. 

We thank Nicole Hartman and all the staff who 
provide excellent service for our Community 
PreSchool, which is running at full capacity! 

We appreciate the perseverance of all at OPC in 
coping with parking issues during construction 
of the multi-modal transportation center. When 
construction is complete, the Red Cross Blood 
Drive will be back at OPC. We give thanks to 
Oxford United Methodist Church for temporarily 
housing this important function. 

The Archives Committee, under leadership of 
Dick Winchester, continues to meet and clean 
up. Thanks Dick and all! 

Praise God from whom all Blessings flow 

A Word of Thanks 

Dear friends, 

Thank you.  

It has now been a few days since the 
congregational meeting at which I was called. In 
the time between then and now so much has 
been in motion that it all feels like a bit of a blur. 
Of course, we have been about our normal 
business at work and at home, But we have also 
begun the process of readying our house for 
sale. We have started to scout out realtors in the 
Oxford area. We have shared the good news with 
friends and family, and Mikhal has told her 
colleagues. We have spoken with many of you 
about your knowledge of Oxford. We have 
learned about registration for kindergarten. As a 
family we have talked endlessly about what 
excites us and inspires us about the journey on 
which we are embarking. We have also had 
moments when we get teary-eyed, knowing that 
with any new adventure, no matter how good, 
there comes the pain of saying goodbye to 
things beloved: our neighbors in Lancaster, the 
first house we owned as a couple and the one 
Augustine was born in, this stage of life when 
our children are small. 

It has been a very full week.  

When Lorraine reminded me that the Lamplighter 
was to be published for this Sunday, I was 
grateful for the chance to put some of these 
thoughts to paper. For amid all the activity and 
emotion of these days, the one thing I want to lift 
up, to remember, to have characterize this 
season, is our deep and abiding gratitude.  

Thank you. 

We are grateful that Oxford has called me to be 
the installed pastor, and even more so that we 
have already had a year with you to understand 
what that call might look like. We are grateful 
that in that year you have welcomed our family 
as your own, and that you have repeatedly found 
ways to make us feel a part of the congregation 

(Continued on page 6) 
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6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020    Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021    

John Day Lisa Claypoole Seth Allport 

Sabina Fomunyam Carol Latsch Ethel Backenstose 

Barbara Hill Elaine Pennell Beth Baity 

Charlie Stoltzfus Gale Sauer Ann Terry 

  

Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020    Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021    

David Fomunyam Julie Allport Jackie Caleb 

Geoffrey Henry Joe Bauer Fred Crotchfelt 

Steve Hill Ed Jefferis Laura King 

Kay Skinner (2nd term) Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)  

Brett Spotts Jim Sumner  

  

OPC Worship Committee is looking for 
faithful members of the congregation to 
participate in our worship services. 
Opportunities to participate in the 8:15 
and 11:00 worship services are available 
for any interested congregants. Members 
have the chance to ring the Steeple Bell to 
call to worship, act as an acolyte, a 
greeter, or a liturgist. Those looking to 
get involved as greeters for the 11:00 
service may contact Kay Atkinson. All 
others may contact Laura King or head 
into the church office to sign up for a 
position and get more information. 

A beautiful bouquet of flowers is a 

delightful sign of spring and the ideal 

memorial for your friends and family. 

Fresh flowers are available to be placed in 

the chancel in honor of loved ones, living 

and passed. Order forms are in the 

Narthex and can be handed in at the 

church office. 

On Sunday, April 28 these three amazing ladies 
were awarded the Presbyterian Women 
Honorary Life Membership Award. An Honorary 
Life Membership in Presbyterian Women honors 
an individual’s faithful service in some area of 
church work. Men, women, moderators, 
leaders, teachers, officers, pastors, missionaries 
and staff have received this honor. Please 
congratulate them when you see them—their 
service to this church is immeasurable. 

2019 2019 2019 2019 

Presbyterian Presbyterian Presbyterian Presbyterian 

Women Women Women Women 

Honorary Life Honorary Life Honorary Life Honorary Life 

Membership Membership Membership Membership 

AwardeesAwardeesAwardeesAwardees    

2019 Honorary Life Membership Awardees (L to R) 

Gale Sauer, Mollie Hearne, and Carol Latsch. 
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Community Meal Hosted by  

Oxford Lions Club 

April 28-5:30-7:00 �.�.  

It is FREE and Everyone is 

welcome to share good food 

and fellowship.  

Come and fellowship with your neighbors. 

submitted by Beverly Hartgrove 

Outreach Budget Expenses 2019 
5.412 Basic Mission Support 6,000 
5.431 Neighborhood Services Center 8,000 
5.432 Oxford Senior Center 800 
5.433 Domestic Violence Center 500 
5.434 Lighthouse Ministry 2,000 
5.435 Miscellaneous Local Mission 3,000 
5.436 Local Peacemaking Offering 25% 300 
5.437 Christmas Food Boxes 900 
5.438 Community Meal Expenses 1,500 
5.439 Family Promise 1,000 
5.440 ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking) 800 
5.441 Chester County Children, Inc. 800 
5.442 Oaks Ministry 700 
5.443 Meeting Ground 500 
5.451 Onesimus Prison Ministry 800 
5.452 Special Appeals/Disaster Relief 2,000 

In honor of Mother's Day Outreach contributed $200 to the Young Mom's 
Group of Southern Chester County. Their mission is to inspire and equip teen 
moms to build thriving futures for themselves and their families.  

Mark your Calendars: 

 

Equality and Justice Rally on the Oxford Green, Friday, June 7 at 5:00-

7:00pm. The Oxford community will be coming together to take a stand for 

equality and justice for all people with a rally on the green in the center of 

town during Oxford's "First Friday". Please join us and bring a sign. For more 

information call Vivian Brown (610) 467-1102. 
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The next meeting is 
May 20, 2019, and we 
will be discussing 

Exit West, Mohsin Hamid  

Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs 
to the church office. They 
are being collected to 

donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in 

Wilmington, DE. 

The warmer temperatures and blooming flowers are beautiful 
reminders that Spring has truly arrived and we are that much 
closer to this year’s Relay for Life. Our event will start on 
June 14, 2019 at 4 P.M. and run through Noon on June 15 at the 
Oxford Area Football Stadium (301 S. 5th Street, Oxford). This is 
an opportunity for OPC to not only support our community but 

to celebrate those who have won their battle against cancer, support those still 
in the battle, remember those no longer with us, and fight back against this 
disease that robs so many of so much. 

There are still many opportunities to be involved with our team this year. 

 Sign up to walk as a team member, survivor, or caretaker. 
 Donate to our team or a participating team member. 
 Volunteer to help us at the event with set-up, tear-down, or 
running the silent auction. 

 Dedicate a Luminaria to remember loved ones lost to cancer or to 
honor those currently battling the disease.  

 Participate in our prayer and giving calendar throughout the 
month of May. 

The theme of our Relay this year is “Game On” as we enjoy activities centered 
around board games. The flier for this year’s event reminds us that “LIFE be a 
TWISTER, but SORRY cancer We’re In It To Win It! “Make sure to mark your 
calendar, be looking for upcoming information on the many ways to get 
involved, and get your walking shoes ready! 

For more information contact Barbara Boyle at 484-667-2022 
or bboyle57@gmail.com  
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SHILOH 
Presbyterian Church 

Oxford, PA 
 

SPC	Community	Outreach	Center,	Erected	2014 

PANCAKE & OMELET BREAKFAST 
May 11, 2019    

 Place: SPC Community Outreach Center 

  42 South Fifth Street, Oxford 
 Time: 8:30 - 10:30 A.M. 
 Donation: Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11), 
  $5.00; 3 years and under, free. 
   Tickets are purchased at the door. 

Coordinators: Sheila Bowers and Susan Ruffin 
 

This Breakfast has been scheduled for the second Saturday every other month. Various items are included 
on the menu. For information, please leave a message at the church office, 610-932-9256. 

 

Thanks for your support. Happy Mother’s Day!!  

and community. We are grateful for your energy and enthusiasm for the Gospel, and for your yearning 
to see it bear fruit in the neighborhood. Above all else, we are grateful to God for seeing fit to call us 
together. 

We are so excited for all God will do as we embark on this journey together. Thank you OPC for 
allowing our family to walk with yours. 

Faithfully, Scott, Mikhal, Augustine, and Clara 

Next Steps 

We are so excited to make our move to the Oxford area and appreciate all of the assistance and 
encouragement that the people of the congregation have provided. We thought it would be helpful to 
give you some insight into our projected timeline: 

Currently, we are hard at work preparing our house in Lancaster for sale. Our hope is to have it on the 
market by mid-May. 

At the same time, we have begun the process of looking at available properties in the Oxford area. 
Ideally, we would like to put an offer on a house in early June, as we have been told to anticipate 
about 60 days until closing. This timeline would allow Augustine to start kindergarten on time, 
without having to transfer during the school year. 

We will need a serious offer on our house before we can make an offer on a property in the Oxford 
area. Your prayers are appreciated on that front!  

If our house in Lancaster does not sell quickly, or if we cannot immediately find a property in the 
Oxford area that meets our needs, we are open to considering a (hopefully short-term) rental 
agreement. Our highest priority is beginning the school year in the Oxford area.  

Sometime during this summer Scott will likely take some extended vacation time to focus on the 
move. 

Again, we deeply appreciate your prayers in this process! 

(Pastor’s Corner Continued from page 2) 
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The Search is Over!! 

On Sunday, April 28, the congregation of Oxford Presbyterian Church accepted the recommendation 
of the Pastor Nominating Committee and called the Rev. Scott Szabo as our permanent Pastor. It is a 
joy to be welcoming Pastor Scott and his family to the OPC and Oxford community. There’s Clara with 
her giggles as she “stole” her Dad’s chair for the Children’s message, Augustine’s touching wish to 
“grow up here,” amazing Mikhal with her passion for service in her job and here at OPC, and Scott’s 
vision of many years in service to Christ together. What a happy occasion it is to confirm Scott’s call to 
our church.  

As Pastor Scott prepared for 
the Children’s Sermon, his 
daughter Clara jumped into 
his seat. 

Andrew Atkinson, as chair of the Pastor 
Nominating Committee, ably presented the results 
of the committee’s work. 

Andrew Atkinson presented Pastor Scott 
with a dozen cupcakes to enjoy with his 
family as they left the meeting to await 
the vote results. 

Rev. Erin Cox-Holmes, Executive Presbyter of the 
Donegal Presbytery, moderated the Congregation 
Meeting to call our new Pastor. 
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Bennett Spotts: A Homecoming Recital 

Sunday, May 26, 2019 • 3:00 P.M. 

Oxford Presbyterian Church Sanctuary 

On Sunday afternoon, May 26th, Bennett Spotts will 
present a recital at Oxford Presbyterian Church, the 
church in which he grew up and where he participated in 
his first choir at the age of four under the tutelage of 
Beth Keefer. The program, featuring piano 
accompaniment by Wil Spotts, will consist of works by 
Bellini, Schubert, Wagner, Handel and others. Admission 
is free and the public is invited to attend. 

Bennett is nearing completion of his second year of 
study as a Voice Performance major at Westminster 
Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey. Over the years, 
his OPC family has had the opportunity to see Bennett 
share his passion for music through voice, saxophone 

and French horn. This local recital will give a glimpse into the broader horizons Bennett has been 
exploring. He is especially eager to share his progress with those at OPC who have been his biggest 
supporters but who have been unable to make the trek to one of his concerts farther afield.  

Studying at Westminster has presented many exciting opportunities. Bennett has performed at 
Lincoln Center in New York City, and just last week appeared with Williamson Voices at Washington 
D.C.’s National Cathedral performing James Whitbourn’s Annelies—the first major choral setting of 
the diary of Anne Frank. One of the college’s select ensembles, Williamson Voices has established 
itself as a voice of composers of our time, and it has been acclaimed throughout the choral world 
for its distinctive artistry, creative programming, and collaborations with other art forms. Founded 
by conductor James Jordan, Williamson Voices is the resident choir of the Choral Institute at Oxford, 
one of the leading institutes in the world for the training of conductors. Bennett has been invited to 
perform as part of this choir in England this summer. 

In addition to the Oxford trip, Bennett will be participating in a unique study abroad program 
coordinated by his voice teacher, Elem Eley. “Vienna: The Language of Lieder” is a three-week-long 
intense study of German language and lieder (German art songs from the Romantic Period). 
Program participants travel to Vienna, Austria—the home of such famous classical artists as Brahms, 
Beethoven and Mozart—to live together, sing together and grow together. Through frequent vocal 
coaching in Lied interpretation, intensive daily instruction in the German language, and technical 
vocal instruction, Bennett will receive opportunities for substantial growth in the art of Lied 
interpretation—skills critical to his chosen career path. 

Bennett’s junior recital was just held in Princeton on May 3rd and in a ceremony two days later, he 
will be honored as an Andrew J. Rider Scholar, an award given only to the top one percent of 
seniors, juniors and sophomores at the university. Due to hard work and good planning, he is on 
track to graduate a year early. While at school, Bennett works every weekend and church holiday as 
a paid vocalist in a church choir in Bedminster, New Jersey, and during school breaks, he works full-
time in the quality assurance lab at Herr’s. This work has helped offset some of his very significant 
travel and study expenses. There will be a donation basket at the recital for those wishing to 
encourage Bennett’s endeavors financially, but more important to him is your presence. 
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S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord) 
Activities 

MAY ACTIVITY-- Sunday, 
5/5/19 – Sherwood’s Forest 
Nursery from 2 P.M. – 5 P.M. 27 
Camp Rd., Nottingham, PA 
19362. R & B band, Witch 
Doctors playing. Cost: $10. 
Bring your lawn chair. Can also 
BYOB and your own food. If it 
rains, will move inside. Will 
have food and beverages for 

purchase too. Pay when arrive.  

Please let me know if you are coming.  

Open to suggestions. Any questions or concerns, 
please call, text or email me. 

Carol Latsch, SAIL Coordinator 

luvmy4gkids@icloud.com / 484-686-7735 

**Please call/email me with your name, church 
affiliation & cell/home phone number if 

attending.** (Prefer just adults, no children) Any 
questions please contact me.  

Carol Latsch, S.A.I.L. Coordinator at Oxford 
Presbyterian Church 

Luvmy4gkids@icloud.com / cell: 484-686-7735 

 

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, 
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking 

Alliance of Oxford 

Follow us on Facebook 

Monthly Meeting: (New Time) 
First Thursday: February–May 

6:30 to 7:30 P.M. 
The Oxford Public Library (New Location) 
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363 

Questions: 610-932-0337  
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363 

Human trafficking is modern-day slavery 
and involves the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion to obtain some type of labor or 
commercial sex act. 

Learn more at these websites: 

www.polarisproject.org 
www.lovel46.org 
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking  
www.sharedhope.org 
www.notforsalecampaign.org 
www.slaverynomore.org 
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign 
 

National Human Trafficking Hotline  
1-888-3737-888 

Do you like to sing? Give the Chancel 
Choir a try! 

 

If you are at least 13 years old and like to sing, the Chancel Choir 
invites you to join us! The Chancel Choir sings at the 11:00 A.M. 
service on most Sundays from September until the first Sunday in 
June. If you have thought you might like to give the choir a try 
but aren’t completely sure, now is the perfect time to try it. Can’t 

read music? No problem - many choir members don’t read music. The Chancel Choir meets on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary. Choir also warms up at 10:30 A.M. Sunday 
mornings in the choir room. Not sure you can make it every week? Come when you can. If you have 
questions please see Pete Slauch or Julie Allport on Sunday mornings. We hope to see you in the choir! 
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that the church ask Pastor Ted to take on the project and he agreed, somewhat 
reluctantly. Ted and I exchanged notes about our ideas for the hymn, and he began to 
write. After several months, I asked Ted how the hymn was coming and he replied that he 
had done some preliminary work but was not very satisfied with the results. I inquired 
more about his preliminary work and he said that he had filled about a dozen pages of a 
legal pad with ideas and drafts, more verses than we could use, and that he would 
continue to work. In January of 2004, Ted sent the final version of thirteen verses, asking 
that I choose my favorite five or six verses of the hymn. I also added a refrain that 
reflects the theme of the 250th Celebration, ‘Rooted in Christ we grow together.’ 

Ted’s verses take us from the origins of the Presbyterian Church in Scotland through the 
founding of Oxford Presbyterian and the recent fire. The final verses look to the future of 
the church. Along this historical and spiritual journey, Ted quotes Dante’s Divine Comedy, 
a Yeats poem, a sermon from Melville’s Moby Dick, and many biblical scriptures. Crafted 
with these literary references, it is a text that reflects not only the story of Oxford 
Presbyterian Church, but the story of each Christian’s spiritual path with Christ. 

Jim Jefferis 
September 2004 

Jim Jefferis is the Director of Music and Choral Conductor in Fairport High School, Fairport, NY and 
Choir Director of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. He has recently begun composing choral music for his 
school and church. Jim grew up in the house across the street from the Oxford Presbyterian Church, 
which is now the Bright Beginnings Daycare Center. He was active in our choirs and youth group and 
credits Jackie Slauch with teaching him to count music when the children’s choir used the Orff 
Instruments. His first piano teacher was Barbara Woods. His dad, Ed directed the Seekers choir (a 
group very similar to our Women’s Praise Team) and Jim remembers, as a very young child, sitting at 
the top of the steps, listening to the group rehearse and hearing the close harmonies and singing 
along. After the church fire in 1989, the church office occupied several rooms of the Jefferis’ house 
for the next 4 years as the church was rebuilt. Jim was a sophomore in high school and spent some of 
his after-school time with Ted Atkinson and Ann Terry, the church secretary. During those years, Jim 
was an accomplished pianist and his piano was in the living room next to Ted’s office. The family was 
quite surprised to walk into the house one day and find Ted at the piano, playing Jim’s senior recital 
piece. Ted Atkinson was a very humble man, but one with many talents.  

(Rooted in Christ—A History, Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 11) 

“Rooted in Christ” was written to commemorate the 
250th Anniversary of the Oxford Presbyterian Church, 
Oxford, PA. The lyrics and commentary were written by 
Rev. Ted Atkinson shortly before he lost his battle with 
cancer in May of 2004. The music was written by 
Jim Jefferis, a son of the church. The cross was 
designed by Neeley Spotts and encompasses the 
design of the stained glass window in the Sanctuary. 
The original church was destroyed by fire in 1989 and 
rebuilt four years later.” 
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Refrain 

Rooted in Christ, we grow together 
United we are strong 

Faithful past, committed future 
Our lives to him belong. 

 
You guided us across the sea  
And led us through the deep. 
A fierce and independent race 
God’s wild and wayward sheep. 

 
(Allusions to Psalm 23 and our church’s origin 
in Northern Ireland) 
 

“Acknowledge neither law nor lord 
Except the Lord your God.” 

We fought against the tyrant king 
And his oppressive rod. 

 
(The quotation is a reference to a sermon by a 
Calvinistic preacher in Melville’s Moby Dick. 
The Scotch-Irish Presbyterians were highly 
independent and rebellious against central 
power. In England the elder Robert Pitt spoke 
of the Revolution as a Presbyterian Rebellion.) 

 
You fed us not on emptiness, 

But on Your only Son; 
Who hung upon the mystic tree 

To make all peoples one. 
 
(The first line is an allusion to a phrase in 
Dante’s Divine Comedy. The other three lines 
allude to the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
There is also an allusion to the hope of 
creating a new nation no longer divided by 
race.) 

 
 

The steeple points our eyes to God 
Who lives above the sky; 

Yet also dwells with us below 
And hears us when we cry. 

 
(An obvious allusion to the steeple and to 
Isaiah 57:15.) 
 

“The burning fire of My love 
Destroyed to make You new. 

I burned Your church up with My kiss 
But to My Self was true.” 

 
(The risen Lord speaks. An allusion to the fire 
in 1989 offering a theological explanation for 
it. Also I think there is an allusion to one of 
William Butler Yeats’ poems where he speaks 
of God burning the world up with a kiss.) 
 

Into Your future we will go, 
But not ignore the past. 

In You our hopes have always dwelt, 
Secure You hold us fast. 

 
(The future and past are linked. The hope of 
our spiritual ancestors was in the same God 
we hope in.) 

Following are Ted’s notes on the hymn “Rooted in Christ”: 

Rooted in Christ 

Rev. Theodore S. Atkinson 1944-2004 
Dr. James C. Jefferis 1973- 
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All these smiling faces served 
OPC and the community a 

wonderful breakfast on Easter 
morning. Thanks again, 
Deacons and volunteers! 
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Learning 
 
Ministry 

Vacation Vacation Vacation Vacation 

Bible SchoolBible SchoolBible SchoolBible School 
June 23-27 

May 5th at  

6 '.(. 

Welcome Spring! 

We have been so blessed with wonderful families in our preschool. 
Pictured you will see a special event we held in our Prek classroom. Our 
preschool student, Grace, wanted to share her adorable sister on crazy 
sock day. All of the children wore their crazy socks to show support for 
Downs Syndrome. It fills my heart to watch the compassion and love that 
our small preschoolers have for others. 

The principal from Jordan Bank, Dr. Hamburg, was our guest reader. The children enjoyed the story 
and had fun asking questions about Kindergarten. 

All of the classes are gearing up for the Preschool Carnival, Mother’s Day Tea and end of year 
classroom celebrations. 

God is so good to fill our lives with the young children that walk our hallways each day. Thank you for 
sharing our church with so many members in the community.   Blessings, Nicole  

Back by popular 
demand, we are 
pleased to offer 
Zook’s Homemade 

Pies as part of our Fund Raising for our 2019 Mission Trip. Zook’s pies 
are made with chunks of meat, potatoes, carrots, and peas, all freshly 
cooked and added to their homemade gravy. They are then pre-baked 
in a wonderful flakey pie crust and frozen for your convenience. They 
offer chicken, beef and sausage pies in individual 6" or 9" family sizes. 
And what better way to follow up your meal than with one of Zook’s 
delicious apple dumplings.  

SALE DATES: Sunday, May 5th through Sunday, May 19th. 

See any one of the mission team members to order your pies or see 
Lorraine in the church to place your order. 
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Capital 
Campaign 
Status Update 

Pledges 503,000.00 

Bailey Gi� 317,900.00 

Total Pledges 820,900.00 

Pledges received to date 376,773.00 

Bailey Gi� Rec'd 317,906.00 

Total Pledges Received 694,639.00 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be taking a break for the 
summer. April 30 will be the last day for this year. The 
group will come together again on September 10th. 

What a wonderful weekend we spent together at St. May of Providence April 5–7th for our 
14th annual OPC Women’s Retreat. Forty-eight women gathered in this beautiful and 
peaceful place, deepening relationships with each other, as we connected on a whole new 
level with our Heavenly Father. As part of our weekend, we held a sock and silent auction to 
raise money for the Kathy Stullken Women’s Retreat Scholarship Fund, and three additional 
beneficiaries. We raised $3,350 and are pleased to share this with The Oaks Ministry to 
support professional counseling for the women in this faith-based, one-year program, Paws 
and Stripes who support our veterans suffering from PTSD and Traumatic Brain Injury, and 
Chris and Suzie Skinner (lifetime member of OPC) to aid in the funding of a very specialized 
wheelchair for Chris who is a quadriplegic. Thank you, ladies, for this amazing opportunity to 
share your love, kindness, wisdom and grace! Peace and Blessing to you all! 
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3 Zoe Verbanas 
3 Bill Gundrum 
3 Bennett Spotts 
4 Kimberly Perry 
4 Lucy Meadowcroft 
4 Dave Keefer 
4 Amanda Woolston 
4 Yujie Slinkard 
5 Catherine King 
6 (John) Stapleton 

6 Ian Barlow 
7 Tanya Walsh 
8 Jack Huston, Jr. 
9 Brian Quigley 
10 Enzo Vanella 
10 Donna Kelly 
10 Joanna Harmelin 
10 Seth Allport 
11 Maddox Watson 
11 Carol Carter 

11 John Slauch 
13 Amanda Boyd 
13 Jane Freeman 
15 Emily Koza 
17 Clara Szabo 
18 Lisa Koza 
20 Elliot Simpers 
22 Sabina Fomunyam 
26 Bruce Hastings 
26 Emma Cofrancesco 

27 Val Walker 
27 David Bohnsack 
28 Ali Verbanas 
29 June Hoffman 
29 (Bob) Hoover 
30 Vienna Raimato 
31 Charlie Wichhart 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

May Birthdays 

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  
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