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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 
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SESSION NOTES 
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

During this Lenten season: Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. (Romans 
12:12) 

· Pastor Scott has worked with the Elders to 
develop the Ministry Committees at OPC for 
this year. Some committees still need 
additional members, but here are the 
assignments at this point. 

Member Development – Sue Shuler (co-chair), 
Ed Jefferis (co-chair), Laura King  

Stewardship – Andrew Atkinson (chair), 
Laura King, Ed Jefferis, Geoff Henry 

Administration & Personnel – Geoff Henry 
(chair), Andrew Atkinson (co-chair) 

Worship – Laura King (chair), Brett Cowan (co-
chair), Jim Harvey, Julie Allport 

Capital Campaign – David Fomunyam 
(Session Representative) 

Preschool Board – David Fomunyam, 
Janet Hudler, Sue Shuler 

Property – Brett Cowan (chair), 
Andrew Atkinson, Julie Allport, Jim Harvey 

Outreach – Jackie Caleb (chair) 
Nominating – Fred Crotchfelt (chair) 
Learning Ministry – Janet Hudler (chair) 
Finance – David Fomunyam (chair) 

Many of our Ministry Committees would 
welcome help from members of the 
congregation. Contact the chair or co-chair if 
you are willing to serve. Please prayerfully 
consider volunteering at OPC. 

· Geoff Henry reported that as of the beginning 
of February, we have 78 pledges with a 
commitment of $211,160.00. 

· Janet Hudler and the Preschool Board are in 
the process of conducting interviews for 
many OPC Preschool positions – including 
director, teachers, and aides. Please keep 
them in prayer as they handle this important 
task.  

· Lenten luncheons are once again being 
served each Wednesday, at noon, throughout 
the Lenten season. The luncheons began on 
Ash Wednesday, February 26th and continue 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

They say that if March comes in like a lion, it will 
go out like a lamb. Let’s hope so, because if the 
wind blowing outside as I write is any indication, 
the start of March won’t be pretty. I’ve also heard 
that the converse is true, that a placid beginning 
to March can make for a turbulent end. Perhaps. 
But no matter if March comes in, or goes out, as a 
lion or a lamb, the in between is where the bulk 
of our lived experience rests. Here it is icy one 
day, blustery the next, temperate the third, and 
positively balmy over the weekend, right before a 
new high-pressure system moves in to make our 
Monday cold, dreary, and damp once again. 

The unpredictability and extremes of March are a 
fitting analogy to our lives of discipleship. 
Throughout our days we move in spurts and 
stops, sometimes carried along by devotion so 
strong that it feels superhuman (and indeed it is), 
sometimes struggling with the basic elements of 
faith and practice. Prayer can be a refuge and 
immense comfort during certain seasons of life, 
and absolute drudgery, almost devoid of 
creativity and emotion, at others. Sometimes, the 
Bible unfolds its wisdom before us with each turn 
of the page, at other times it collects dust on our 
shelves because each time we try to read it we 
feel lost in its magnitude and its descriptions of 
people, places, and events strange and foreign to 
our ears. 

Like March, our walk with the Lord can be quite 
unpredictable, and like the Israelites wandering in 
the desert for forty years, our spiritual life can 
often feel as though it is experiencing all sorts of 
twists and turns, but not really going anywhere.  

But whether March comes in like a lamb or lion, it 
does not go out the same. In the midst of all the 
wayward weather, the first glimpses of spring and 
the bitter realities of winter’s last stand, there 
exists an undeniable transformation from one 
season to the next. March, for all the turbulence 
and uncertainty of the term, is a month of 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 
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transition, of conversion. However, it comes in, 
it goes out changed, transformed. 

And that is the promise we are given in Christ. 
We who come in like lions are made into lambs, 
humbled before Him by His Word, and its 
revelation that we are mere mortals in need of 
something that we cannot ourselves supply. 
Those of us who come to Him as lambs are 
given the boldness of lions, courage to speak 
confidently and to testify of the saving works of 
our Lord. Along the way we might experience 
times of unseasonable warmth, bone-chilling 
gales, or days when the weather can’t seem to 
figure out what it will do, but all the while, 
actually through these experiences, we are 
being transformed into the people Christ 
wishes us to be. 

Blessings, Scott 

�3DVWRU¶V�&RUQHU�–�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

each Wednesday until the beginning of Holy 
Week. These are held in Fellowship hall. 
Thank you to all who help with these 
meaningful events. 

· This year, the Apple Festival will be organized 
by members of the Member Development 
Committee. They will need a lot of help, 
support, and prayers. More information will 
follow as this committee begins to organize 
this event.  

· Looking ahead: Oxford Presbyterian Church 
will host the Donegal Presbytery Meeting on 
May 19, 2020. This is a late afternoon/
evening meeting. Thanks to Laura King and 
Andrew Atkinson who have agreed to serve as 
coordinators for this special event.  

Please keep the Session members and all our 
ministries in prayer as we work to provide 
programs that support OPC and honor our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ!  

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, 
to the one who seeks him. (Lamentations 3:25) 

�6HVVLRQ�1RWHV�–�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

Join us on March 6 for First Friday Lunch Bunch. 
We will meet at Wyncote at 11:30 A.M. Please let 
the office know or stop in; there is a sign-up 
sheet on the counter.  

It is with sadness (but we 
are happy for her!) to be 
bidding our 

OUTSTANDING Faith 
Community Nurse JUNE HOFFMAN - 

farewell as OPC’s Nurse. She is retiring 
from her nursing duties. She will stay on as 
head of the Wellness Council for now. Many, 
many thousand thanks, June, for your love and 
dedication to OPC and the surrounding 
community for ALL these years. God bless you! 
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Community Meal  
5:30-7:00 P.M. – March 22 

It is FREE and OPEN to 
EVERYONE.  

Come and fellowship with your neighbors.  

ANTI HUMAN TRAFFICKING EVENT 

Saturday, March 14th, ACE will host Ann Marie Jones and Carol Hart Metzker, co-authors of A Shield 
Against the Monsters: Protecting Children from Human Trafficking. ACE meets at the Oxford Senior 
Center, 12 East Locust Street, Oxford, at 9:30-10:30 A.M., refreshments at 9 A.M. 

The following is taken from Amazon.com: 

Traffickers and pimps have playbooks with explicit instructions for breaking and selling 
girls for sex. Ann Marie Jones, a survivor of sex trafficking, and Carol Hart Metzker, an 
activist and an ally for survivors, are fighting back. Together, they created a playbook to 
help parents, teachers, and community members—who cherish children—to protect kids 
and prevent new victims. A Shield Against the Monster leads readers through the dark 
tunnel of the realities of sex trafficking to emerge equipped to shield their community’s 
children. The playbook includes: Compelling first-hand stories and tips from a survivor 
who has been through the tunnel and an activist who has seen it. Essential information 
for understanding what the monster of sex trafficking looks like and how to fight it. 
Twenty-five action items for helping protect kids from sex trafficking by enhancing 
caregiving skills, strengthening children, and building safer communities. 

Please try to bring a friend to this exceptional opportunity to learn from a survivor how to protect the 
children in our community. 

SPOTLIGHT ON LCH 

La Communidad Hispana saw more than 7,000 unduplicated individuals at almost 30,000 visits in 
2019. This rising volume speaks to the need in our community for high-quality, accessible, and 
affordable health care, and the number of uninsured and underinsured people who rely on us for care. 

Services have also expanded. This includes opening a Women’s Health Center in West Grove, and an 
expanded Dental Center at the same site. Our West Grove facility is evolving into our specialty care 
site, with the next step forward being to offer full-time Pediatric Primary Care at West Grove. 

LCH has had limited pediatric capacity for several years, but is now prepared to launch a full-time 
pediatric practice, which will include evening appointments and pediatric mental health support. 
Concerns for young patients include an array of stressors, including bullying, immigration concerns, 
and substance abuse issues. 

Needs for our program include converting several offices into exam rooms, and purchasing pediatric 
exam room furniture, equipment, and medications. 

On March 22 LCH will be hosting Community Meal. This is a chance to meet staff and learn more 
about their programs. 
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Outreach Budget Expenses 2020
5.412 Basic Mission Support 7,500 
5.431 Neighborhood Services Center 8,000 
5.432 Oxford Senior Center 800 
5.433 Domestic Violence Center 500 
5.434 Lighthouse Ministry 2,000 
5.435 Miscellaneous Local Mission 3,000 
5.436 Local Peacemaking Offering 25% 200 
5.437 Christmas Food Boxes 900 

5.438 Community Meal Expenses 1,500 
5.439 Family Promise 1,000 
5.440 ACE (Anti- Human Trafficking) 800 
5.441 La Communidad Hispana 500 
5.442 Oaks Ministry 700 
5.443 Meeting Ground 500 
5.444 Mom’s Group 500 
5.451 Onesimus Prison Ministry 800 
5.452 Special Appeals/Disaster Relief 2,000  

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, 
Educating) – Anti-Human 

Trafficking Alliance of Oxford 

Follow us on Facebook 

Monthly Meeting: (New Time) 
First Thursday: February–May 

6:30 to 7:30 P.M. 
The Oxford Public Library (New Location) 
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363 

Questions: 610-932-0337  
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363 

Human trafficking is modern-day 
slavery and involves the use of force, 
fraud, or coercion to obtain some type 
of labor or commercial sex act. 

Learn more at these websites: 

www.polarisproject.org 
www.lovel46.org 
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking  
www.sharedhope.org 
www.notforsalecampaign.org 
www.slaverynomore.org 
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign 

National Human Trafficking Hotline  
1-888-3737-888 

Below is our budget. It is included so that you can see the areas of congregational giving. Our budget 
includes a prison ministry, three homeless programs, domestic violence, anti-human trafficking, two 
children’s programs, our local neighborhood services center and senior center. Beyond that as a 
church we are sponsoring community meals and the Christmas Food Boxes as a community ministry.  

Thank you for your giving spirit and caring for our neighbors. 

We’ve recently learned of a need for tutors for 
English language learners in Oxford. If you speak 
English and can get to the Oxford library, you’re 
qualified. This could be a great way to help 
someone in our community and get to know 
someone new! Tutors usually commit 1-3 hours/wk 
(with a flexible schedule based on your availability), 
and meet one on one with an English learner at the 
library. There’s a workbook you’d go through 
together, so no lesson planning is necessary. There 
are two 1.5 hour training sessions you’d go through 
before starting to tutor, led by Filomeno Elliott at 
the Kennett Library. Mikhal Szabo is working to 
gauge interest from our community and if there is 
enough, we may be able to hold a set of training 
sessions in Oxford, otherwise they happen in 
Kennett Square. Please reach out to Mikhal if you 
have questions or are interested in this opportunity 
(in person, by email at mikhalrebekah@gmail.com/, 
or by phone at 484-288-9374). 
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Continued 

COMMUNITY MEALS - HOSTS NEEDED 

The first monthly OPC Community Meal was served in February 2011. 
Since then, thousands of plates have been served, and dozens of 
organizations, groups and families have hosted the meals. The OPC 
Outreach Committee frequently reaches out to community groups 
who might be interested in hosting a meal. If a group is interested in 
hosting, but is unable to fund the meal (i.e., groceries), then OPC will 
help cover up to $250 of expenses. If the group IS able to fund all or 
part of the meal, then OPC keeps funds in reserve to help with future 
meals. In either case, OPC provides a licensed food handler and 
additional kitchen and serving support as needed. The meal is then 
open for free to all members of the Oxford community.  

Bringing diverse members of our community together each month to 
share in a meal has been a great blessing and honor for our church. 
We invite EVERYONE to join us for our next meal on March 22nd from 
5:30-7:00 P.M. in the OPC Fellowship Hall. The parking garage is free 
on Sundays! If your club, group, organization, workplace or family 
would be interested in hosting a future Community Meal, there are 
several months still available for this year. Please call the church 
office at 610-932-9640 for more info. 

Karen Williams cooked 
our February meal. Her 
helpers were the Leo’s 
and Helping Hands from 
Oxford High School. 
Chicken corn soup and 
chicken salad sandwiches 
were delicious.  



Volume 33, Issue 3 Page 7 

 

 

7KH�3UD\HU�
6KDZO�

0LQLVWU\� 
 

-RLQ�XV�RQ�7XHVGD\V�IURP�
�� WR���LQ�WKH�%ULGH¶V�

3DUORU� 

S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord) Activities 
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The next 
meeting is 

March 30. We 
will discuss  

The Story of My Teeth by 
Valeria Luiselli 

Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs to 
the church office. They are 

being collected to donate to 
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for 
Children in Wilmington, DE. 
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On Sunday, February 16, 2020, Oxford 
Presbyterian was mightily blessed by the 
music of the Lincoln University Concert 
Choir, Vox Philia, and the Berks Sinfonietta. 
This was truly an awesome and uplifting 
experience for all who attended. 

Berks Sinfonietta with  
Conductor Dr. David A. McConnell. 

Vox Philia under the direction of  
Dr. David A. McConnell 

Lincoln University Concert Choir 
 under the direction of Dr. Camilla J. Horne 

During Intermission, we enjoyed one of Bert Gehron’s beautiful cakes and her cupcakes. Elder Laura King 
and Deacons Sabina Fomunyam, Gale Sauer, Ethel Backenstose and Abby Busko served us all with a smile. 
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Learning Ministry Let the little children 
come to me 

Scouts from our Charter Pack 213 joined 
us in worship on February 16, 2020 and 
helped out with taking up the offering. We 
are always happy to see Cub Pack 213! 

We are having a wonderful time exploring ways to include our children and youth in the different 
aspects of worship. One Sunday night the youth group met at Pastor Scott’s for pizza, a discussion on 
the importance of Lent, and finally burning last year’s Palm Sunday palms to prepare the ashes for 
this year’s Ash Wednesday service. Speaking of the Ash Wednesday service, a special thank you goes 
out to Delaney Cowan!! She did a fantastic job standing side by side with Pastor Scott, anointing God’s 
people with the traditional ash marking of the cross on their 
forehead. So proud of the job she did and her willingness to 
participate as the first youth to be involved in such a sacred 
part of worship! 
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‘Living liturgically’ 

By David Gambrell | Presbyterians Today 

We see the days marked on church calendars — Baptism of the Lord Sunday, Ash Wednesday, Palm/
Passion Sunday, All Saints Day, etc. — but what importance do they have on our spiritual formation, 
our faith, our evangelism? How can understanding the liturgical year, and incorporating it into our 
daily lives, deepen our relationship with Christ? The Christian year provides a wonderful framework 
for practicing the great mystery of our faith. This series of columns focuses on such practices — 
providing ideas and tips for “living liturgically,” be it in church, at home or out in the community. 

Lent at a glance 

In the first few centuries of Christian tradition, the season of Lent 
emerged as a time of penitential preparation for the celebration of 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
and ends with Holy Saturday, spanning 40 days (not counting the six 
Sundays). Holy Week, the final week of Lent, begins with Palm/
Passion Sunday and concludes with what is known as the “Paschal 
Triduum” or “The Great Three Days” — Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and the Easter Vigil. 

Public worship 

Repentance and reconciliation are central themes of the season of 
Lent. Accent these themes in worship by: 

· Emphasizing the element of confession by including — or extending — a time of silence for self-
examination. Gradually lengthen this period of silence throughout the season. 

· Leading the confession and pardon from the baptismal font, highlighting the nature of baptismal 
discipleship as dying to sin and rising to new life in Christ (Romans 6:1–11). 

· Learning a new musical setting of the Kyrie eleison (“Lord, have mercy”), perhaps from another 
culture or liturgical tradition, and singing it throughout the season of Lent. 

Personal discipleship 

· Three recommendations for spiritual growth during the Lenten season are: 
· Use a daily lectionary (visit pcusa.org/lectionary), Lenten devotional, six-week Bible study or some 

other reading plan to immerse yourself in Scripture throughout the forty(-six) days of Lent. 
· Explore six different spiritual practices (contemplation, journaling, meditation, etc.) during the six 

weeks of Lent and then choose one to focus on in the following year. 
· Work to renew or restore broken relationships by reaching out to estranged friends or family 

members with a personal letter or (where appropriate and possible) a visit. 

Ministry in the church 

In the early church, Lent was a time to prepare new believers for baptism. Here are suggestions for 
Christian formation in Lent: 

· Hold confirmation classes — or culminate a yearlong program — during Lent, with reaffirmation of 
baptism upon profession of faith at the Easter Vigil. 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 

Ahna Ziegler/Unsplash  
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· Organize a new-members class in the season of Lent, with experienced members designated as 
mentors and companions. 

· Think strategically about evangelism and hospitality during the season of Lent so you will be ready 
to welcome (or welcome back) those who attend at Holy Week and Easter. 

Mission in the community 

Lent calls us to confront the brokenness and suffering of the world. Here are three practices related to 
social justice and the healing of creation: 

· Get involved with an organization that advocates for racial justice and reconciliation or seeks to 
address discrimination, prejudice and bias in public policies. 

· Volunteer with an agency that helps people who are poor, hungry and homeless in your local 
community, or works to eradicate systemic poverty in the nation and world. 

· Take inventory of your ecological footprint, and then find ways to reduce your consumption, 
increase what you recycle and use cleaner sources of energy. 

David Gambrell, Ph.D., is associate for worship in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Theology 
and Worship and co-editor, with Kimberly Bracken Long, of the Book of Common Worship (WJKP, 
2018). 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

Dear OPC Family and Friends, 

Thank you so much for all the 
prayers, thoughts, visits, calls, 
cards, food, treats, and goodies 
you have showered on us during 
my recent injury. We love you all 
so much. We have the best 
church family in the world. 

Thanks and love,  
Rich and Ann Terry 
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Women’s Retreat - Registration Deadline 
is Sunday, April 5, 2020. 

Every woman is welcome to our 14th annual 
OPW Women’s Retreat. We will be returning to 
St. Mary’s of Providence Center in Elverson, 
PA on May 1st through 3rd. Our date has 
moved from March to May for a variety of 
reasons but largely due to the availability of 
the Dalton House at St. Mary’s and our looking to hold the retreat during a 
weekend not during Lent. Activities are conducted in a casual, pressure-
free environment and will include large group learning sessions, small 
group sharing, worship and fellowship. Other popular activities in years 
past have included silent auctions and sock auctions, crafts, massages, 
and guided meditation, as well as nature walks. ALL sessions and activities 
are optional. This is YOUR retreat, and you should feel free to share or 
participate as much or as little as you feel led to do so. We recognize that 
it is sometimes in peace and solitude that we find our closest commune 
with God, and it is our greatest wish that you leave this weekend feeling 
refreshed and fulfilled. A registration form is available in the February 
issue of the Lamplighter or can be found at www.oxfordpresbyterian.org in 
the “Connecting With Each Other” page or in the church office. 
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FAREWELL TO JUNE HOFFMAN, FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 

Fifteen years ago June Hoffman became our Faith Community Nurse. 
Over the years she implemented a program that helped many of our 
Church members. As a volunteer, June accompanied many members 
to doctor appointments, served as a resource, developed a Wellness 
Council, instituted monthly blood pressure screens and authored 
many articles on Wellness for the Lamplighter. In addition, June 
visited many of our members who were hospitalized. 

June has tendered her resignation as Faith Community Nurse 
effective March 31st. She will no longer be available to accompany 
members to appointments or serve as a resource but will continue to 
serve on the Wellness Council. 

We thank June for her dedication and the impact she has had on members of our congregation. We 
wish her well in her retirement and pray God’s Blessings for her. Keep your eyes open for information 
on how June will be recognized for her service to God and our congregation. 

Session’s Administration and Personnel committee is at work to determine how to move forward 
faithfully in the midst of June’s retirement. Several options are being considered to continue much of 
the important work June has done. 

As always, we encourage a call or email to the church office as the most effective way of letting us 
know if you are sick, hospitalized, or in need of assistance.  

Thank you, A and P Committee 

Interested in serving others through your 
presence and time? In light of the retirement 
of our Faith Community Nurse, June Hoffman, 
we are investigating the establishment of a 
Congregational Visitation Team. This group 
of volunteers would serve others through 
home and hospital visits. Training will be 
provided. 

To express your interest, please leave your 
contact information with the Church office. 
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Capital 
Campaign 

Status 

Pledges  503,000.00 

Bailey Gift  317,900.00 

Total Pledges  820,900.00 

Pledges received to date  416,021.00 

Bailey Gift Rec’d  317,906.00 

Total Pledges Received  733,927.00 

6+,/2+ 
3UHVE\WHULDQ�&KXUFK 

2[IRUG��3$ 
�����������������������������ǡ���������Ͷͷͺ +DSS\�6W��3DWULFN·V�'D\� 
3$1&$.(�	�20(/(7�%5($.)$67�–�0DUFK��������� 

 Place: SPC Community Outreach Center 

  42 South Fifth Street, Oxford 
 Time: 8:30 - 10:30 A.M. (Note time change.) 
 Donation: Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11), 
  $5.00; 3 years and under, free. 
 

Tickets are purchased at the door. 

 Coordinators: Sheila Bowers and Susan Ruffin 

This Breakfast has been scheduled for the second Saturday every other month. Various additional items 
are included on the menu.  

For information, please leave a message at the church office, 610-932-9256. 

Enjoy and Thanks for your support!! 

Queen Esther at Sight and Sound 

:H�DUH�SODQQLQJ�D�WULS�WR�VHH�4XHHQ�(VWKHU�RQ�
2FWREHU���������DW����ඉ�ඕ��7R�TXDOLI\�IRU�D�JURXS�UDWH��
ZH�QHHG����SHRSOH��7KH�JURXS�UDWH�FRVW�SHU�SHUVRQ�LV�
��������DQG�RQH�KDOI�RI�WKH�DPRXQW�ZRXOG�EH�GXH�E\�
6XQGD\��$XJXVW���������� 

 
,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG��SOHDVH�FDOO�RU�HPDLO��&DURO�/DWVFK�
���-���-�������(PDLO��OXY�ODXJK��#JPDLO�FRP� 
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� 5DFKHO�1HXPR\HU 
� $OEHUWD�*HKURQ 
� 5XVV�+DJHU 
� +HUPDQ�:KDUWRQ 
� (OL]DEHWK�7DFH\ 
� .DUHQ�:DUH 
� &KULV�$UWKXU 
� =DFKDU\�:KDUWRQ 
� 6XVDQ�*HQWLOH 
�� 6WHYH�+LOO 
�� &DURO�:DUH 

�� /XNH�$WNLQVRQ 
�� 6WHYH�.R]D 
�� -RKQ�/DXHU 
�� 6KDZQ�0F&XPPLQJV 
�� %DUEDUD�%DLO\ 
�� -DFRE�%DLW\ 
�� %UDGOH\�&RIUDQFHVFR 
�� *LQQ\�:KDUWRQ 
�� 6DUDK�&DUWHU 
�� 0DUJR�.UD\ELOO 
�� 6KDURQ�%URRNV 

�� &RQQLH�6WROW]IXV 
�� %DUEDUD�5LWWHU 
�� /LQGD�)LVKPDQ 
�� 0DUF�%DOO 
�� -XG\�:RRG 
�� +HDWKHU�7HUU\ 
�� $OHFVDQGUD�)RPXQ\DP 
�� $OHFVLV�)RPXQ\DP 
�� $OH[LV�:LOVRQ 
�� .DWK\�/HFKHWWH 

March Birthdays 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  
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