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Our Vision 

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a 
family of Christians dedicated 
to sharing the unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ with the 
local and world communities. 
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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

TheLamplighter 

The Lincoln University Concert Choir 
under the direction of Dr. Camilla Horne 
joined us in worship on August 22. We 
again were blessed with their amazing 
talent and their praises to the Lord. 

Daivon Gunter, soloist  Ameenah Muhammad, 
soloist  
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Session Notes 
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

“Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his 
face always. Remember the wonders he has 
done, his miracles, and the judgments he 
pronounced.” (1 Chronicles 16: 11-12) 
 
• The OPC Pandemic Response Commission is 
constantly monitoring the COVID-19 metrics in 
our area. Due to the rapid increase in COVID 
cases in Chester County, the Commission is 
now highly recommending the wearing of face 
masks for ALL individuals regardless of 
vaccination status. Changes to the 
recommendations will be made – and shared – 
as necessary. 

• The Session received and approved Marge and 
Bill Markley for membership and fellowship at 
Oxford Presbyterian Church. The Markleys are 
transferring from St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Phoenix, Maryland. They will be received by the 
congregation at a worship service in the near 
future. We extend a warm welcome to Marge 
and Bill and look forward to getting to know 
them. 

• We will continue to have a single worship 
service beginning at 10:30 A.M. each Sunday 
through at least the end of December 2021. 
Our hybrid format – both in-person and on-line 
– will also remain in place. Thank you, as 
always, to Mariah Kaltenstein, Richard Forcey, 
and the volunteers who have been involved in 
the preparation and production of the worship 
service each week. 

• Our Vacation Bible School was held on August 
8 – 12, 2021. Sixty-five students were 
registered, and 28 volunteers added their 
support. There were over 43 regular attendees 
each night. Special thanks to Janet Hudler, 
Director of Christian Ed, and all those who 
volunteered to help and support this program. 
What an uplifting experience for all who 
participated! 

• Thank you to all those talented individuals 
from our own congregation as well as the 
Lincoln University Concert Choir who shared 
their gifts of music during our worship services 
this summer. What a blessing! 
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6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Community Community Community Community 
Preschool of Preschool of Preschool of Preschool of 

Oxford Presbyterian Oxford Presbyterian Oxford Presbyterian Oxford Presbyterian 
Church!Church!Church!Church!        

Our Community Preschool has been in 
operation for many years, since the 
1980s! We thank the current leaders, 
Michele Bonk and Laurie Todd, and 
teachers and helpers for continuing to 
serve the kids wonderfully well as they 
begin a new school year! Thanks to 
Janet Hudler, Christian Ed Director, for 
her continued leadership. 

The Atkinson 

Reading Group  

will discuss  

The Dutch House 
by Ann Patchett 

September 27, 2021 

The Tackett family would like to thank you all 
for the prayers, cards, phone calls, and meals as 
Alice and Cristina recovered from surgery. We 
are blessed to have such a caring and supportive 
church family. God Bless, 

Alice and Cristina Tackett 

 

Dear Deacons and Members, 

Thank you so much for the graduation card and 
gift. I really appreciate it and also the support 
over the years. 

Thank you again, Evan Hartman 

 CECIL COUNTY CHORAL SOCIETY   
2021 FALL SEMESTER  

begins  
SEPTEMBER 21  

WELDON HALL/ELKTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
7:00-9:00 P.M. 

This is our 40th anniversary season and the choral 
society will be performing with the Providence Brass 

Quintet for three festive holiday concerts.  
We invite all adults and interested high school 

students who love to sing to join CCCS.  
Please go to: cccsmemberinfo@gmail.com  

for more information  

or call Debbie Schneider at 410-398-8816.  

Our Session 

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Our Deacons 

Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022    Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023    Class of 2024Class of 2024Class of 2024Class of 2024    

Jackie Caleb Andrew Atkinson Julie Allport 

Fred Crotchfelt Brett Cowan Linda Hoover 

Jim Harvey David Fomunyam Ed Jefferis 

Laura King Geoff Henry Judy Kamp 

Sue Shuler Janet Hudler  

   

Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022    Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023    Class of 2024Class of 2024Class of 2024Class of 2024    

Ann Terry Ali Verbanas Liz Abel 

   John Day 

  Brenda Sherman Turns 

  Holly Urbine 
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Presbyterian Week of Action 
was held for the second year.  
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/ 

The theme was  

Shades of Oppression, Resistance, and Shades of Oppression, Resistance, and Shades of Oppression, Resistance, and Shades of Oppression, Resistance, and 

Liberation. Liberation. Liberation. Liberation.     

There will be recordings of sessions later  
if you missed it.  

For opportunities to give  
Please support Give 828 

 
Gifts directed to “Give828” will go to Women’s Ministries (E049991) and will be equally split 

at the point of gift entry to Women’s Ministries and Leaders of Color (E051484). 

Why Celebrate the  
World Day of Prayer  
for the Care of Creation  

on September 1 

In the United States, the most basic, powerful, and 
counter-cultural thing we can do for God’s creation is 
pray. The World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation kicks off the Season of Creation, a time of 
sustained prayer and action which lasts a month and 
four days. 
 
We live in a culture that values busy-ness and 
accomplishments. Following our Creator’s call to “Be 
still and know what I am God” (Psalm 46:10) humbles 
us. With prayer, we become open to God’s guidance, 
inspiration, and calls to action. With prayer, God 
knits us closer together in community. Only by the 
grace and inspiration of God can hearts and minds 
transform. 
 
The Creation Justice community is diverse. We have many different ways of praying. Whether you will 
be taking time on September 1 to go on a meditative nature walk, celebrate liturgy in community, 
engage with scripture, speak sacred words aloud, or sing your prayers, it matters. Thanks for joining 
us in prayer!  
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September 5 - October 3, 2021 

Peace & Global Witness 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and 
division, and embrace our God’s mission of reconciliation to those around the corner and around the 
world. 

confronting hopelessness, thwarting division 
 

Empowering congregations and individuals to become peacemakers themselves. 

Through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, congregations are encouraged and equipped to find and 
address the anxiety and discord that is prevalent throughout this broken and sinful world. 

your impact 
 

Equipping Peacemakers in Congregations and Around the World. 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by ad-
dressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged 
to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ’s peace. Mid councils 
retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 
own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES TO REPORT 

• All coffee, tea, chocolate inventory is sold. We made $50. 

• Thanks to a generous congregation we collected $1000 for Water is Life project. Our purchase Will 
buy four water pumps at $250 each from the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

• Thanks to a generous congregation OPC contributes $1,000 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA). Our Dollars will help with fires in California, floods, Haiti earthquake and other natural 
disasters. 
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The Women’s Bible Study 

This is a self-guided study with a group Zoom the last 
Tuesday of the month. In September we will study 
Elizabeth, Mary, Mother of Jesus, Anna and 
The Woman of Samaria  

Please contact the church office if you would like to 
join us. 

Notes from the Worship and Property Committees 

By Julie Allport 

 

New Hearing Assist System 

 

During the August 22 worship service, Brett Cowan introduced and demonstrated our new 
hearing assist system, Listen Everywhere from Listen Technologies. Below is some additional 
information about this system and how to use it. 

The Listen Everywhere system has a number of options for use. First of all, if you happen to 
prefer our old units, they still work with this system and we have some that are currently 
working so for now they are still available. We also have new receivers that came with the 
Listen Everywhere system. These receivers come with a single earpiece. If you would like to 
use your own earpiece or headphones you can do so. I would like to point out that during the 
training session, I plugged a pair of Apple earbuds into a receiver and they worked so well I 
had to turn the volume down quite a bit! Over the ear headphones will also work. Note that 
they should be headphones or an earpiece with a wire, not wireless headphones. 

If you have a cochlear implant or Bluetooth-compatible hearing aids, we have an antenna 
device that plugs into the receiver and you wear it as a necklace. This will allow your hearing 
aids or cochlear implants to serve as your headphones. 

If you would like to use your smartphone as a receiver, you can scan the QR code that is 
shown in the graphic below. This will allow you to download the app to enable your phone to 
serve as your receiver.  

If you need more help, please ask! Our sound techs 
Mariah and Richard. Brett Cowan, Laura King, and 
Julie Allport can help as well to get you set up so 
you can use the system. The units will be available at 
the back of the Sanctuary before worship. If you use 
one, please remember to return it at the end of 
worship so we can sanitize it and recharge it for the 
next user. 



Volume 34, Issue 9 Page 7 

 

 

Choirs are Coming Back! 

 
We are pleased to announce that, plans are underway for OPC choirs to come 
back this fall! 

The Chancel Choir is the singing choir that is made up of adults and teenagers 
ages 13 and up who enjoy singing. The ability to read music is helpful but not 
necessary. Chancel Choir generally rehearses on Wednesday evenings and 
warms up on Sunday mornings about 30 minutes before worship. Please 

note that if you want to sing but can’t make it to rehearsals on a regular basis, we still want you to join us! We 
have a number of options for making it work so that everyone who wants to sing can do so. 

The Bells of Praise is our bell choir. This group is made up of adults and teenagers who prepare handbell music 
to play in worship various times during the church year. This group also meets once a week for rehearsals, usually 
on Wednesdays. Note that because bell choirs are more dependent on all of the parts, we do ask that you be able 
to attend on a reasonably regular basis. We are always looking for new members so if you are interested, we want 
to hear from you! 

If you are interested in being a part of one or both of these groups, please call or email the church office with your 
contact information and Pete or Julie will be in touch with you! 

The Presbyterian Women Backpack Mission Project was a 
huge success. Thank you all for being so generous. We 
were able to write a check to Nottingham Presbyterian 
Church for $550, which went towards the purchase of the 
supplies that were put in the backpacks.  

The backpacks, 490 total, were distributed to school 
students in the Oxford Area School District on August 28, 
2021. 
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Summer Fun! 

We gathered together for a fun, and slightly competitive, Kickball game. Youth Group shared a couple 
pizzas and had fun painting VBS sets. We turned the Sanctuary into a Rainforest for VBS 2021! 
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Learning MinistryLearning MinistryLearning MinistryLearning Ministry    Let the little children come to meLet the little children come to meLet the little children come to meLet the little children come to me    

September - Start the new “school” year with your star 
word in your “backpack” 

1. Even if you’re not in school, September seems to start the year in many ways. Keep your star 
word in mind as you reset yourself and your routines for the school year.  

2. This is the time of year we often reflect on seasons as we transition from 
summer to autumn. What season of life are you in right now? How does this 
word fit with your current season of life?  

3. Cut out a paper leaf (or just bring in a real one from your yard once they start 
falling!) and write your word on it. Think about how the word has traveled with 
you through all these seasons and how it can move forward through more 
seasons with you.  

Rally Day is Here!Rally Day is Here!Rally Day is Here!Rally Day is Here! 
Join us on Sunday, September 12th, 9:30 A.M., in Fellowship Hall as we celebrate our “Welcome Back” to 
Sunday School. There will fun and food, you can meet your teachers and see where your classroom 
will be! I can’t wait to see everyone!! 

 

Youth Group meeting September 19Youth Group meeting September 19Youth Group meeting September 19Youth Group meeting September 19thththth    6:30 6:30 6:30 6:30 ––––    8 8 8 8 P.M.    at OPC.at OPC.at OPC.at OPC. 

If you are just starting 7th grade, then you can join the Youth Group! We meet twice a month on 
Sunday evenings, with occasional unique events scheduled on other days. This year’s fun includes 
Escape Room adventure, bonfires, dune grass planting trip, retreat, mission projects, games, messy 
games, and pizza (we eat a lot of pizza). Your “seasoned” fellow youth groupers are excited to have 
you join us! If you have any questions, please contact “Ms. Janet.” Hope to see you on the 19th! 

  

CPR Training and Certification class will take place on Saturday, September 18th, from 9-12 A.M. in 
the Fellowship Hall. This class is open to anyone who would like to learn this life saving skill or if you 
need recertification. The class instructor is Richard Keller, who is an NPR, EMS-1, Life Support and 
Outreach Educator for CHOP. He is an excellent instructor. If you are interested, please contact Katie 
Gibeck in the office, or Janet Hudler, before Sept 15th so we can add you to the class list.  
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American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Monday, September 20, 2021 from 1-6 P.M. EST  
in OPC’s Fellowship Hall 

Still in urgent need of blood. 
Everyone must wear a mask. 

 
No walk-ins — You Must Register: www.redcrossblood.org 

or call: 1-800-733-2767 

As the nation actively responds and navigates this evolving pandemic, we are all having to make 
difficult decisions to ensure our health and safety. In response to the CDC updated guidance, the 
American Red Cross has updated its pandemic safety protocols. Here’s what you need to know: 

• All individuals at blood drives must wear a face mask regardless of vaccination status, 
effective Aug 9. 

• Safety is our priority; this update is due to nearly two-thirds of U.S. counties having high or 
substantial transmission of COVID-19 and cases are increasing with the Delta variant. 

• The Red Cross recognizes that the current CDC guidance states that only areas of high or 
substantial transmission need to resume mask wearing. Transmission rates at the county level are 
constantly changing and our goal is to implement a single, organization-wide policy that is safe and 
consistent for our staff and members of the public who engage with our mission. 

• We understand that the resumption of mask wearing is frustrating and disappointing for many and 
appreciate your cooperation during this uncertain time. 

Deacons Corner 

During the Pandemic, many church activities were put on hold. The Deacons 
are looking at this as an opportunity to redefine our role at OPC. We are 
working with the Membership Committee and the Wellness Council to 
establish the areas each group will cover. Your new Board of Deacons will 
follow the mercy and compassion of Jesus to care for the needs of our 
members and the community.  

Since we are only seven (7) people, we are trying to create a Care Team to 
help us meet the needs of our members, as well as a group of people who 

are able to help in specific ways. Some of the services will include but not be limited to hospital/home 
visits and setting up a meal train online when needed. If you are able to make home and/or hospital 
visits we’d love to include you on our communications list. Similarly, if you are interested in getting 
emails when meals are needed please let Ali Verbanas know. Emails will be sent with a link so you can 
easily sign up to help provide a meal. Please remember this is a work in progress as we refine our role 
as Deacons.  

In order for us to care for the community, we will be depending on all members to communicate with 
us when a need arises. Please contact the church office or Deacon Moderator Ali Verbanas at 
averbanas@gmail.com when a need exists. If you are interested in helping in any way or have 
suggestions of ways in which we can help, we look forward to hearing from you.  

We promise to keep you informed of the new ministry on which the Deacons are embarking. It will be 
a journey and we invite you to join with us. Look for monthly updates of the Deacons’ work in your 
email and here in the Lamplighter.  

Holly Urbine, Deacon Secretary 
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The Robert Fulton Birthplace, 1932 Robert Fulton Highway (Rt. 222) and Swift Road, 6.5 miles south of 

Quarryville, will be the location for a Civil War Living History Encampment and Tactical 

Demonstrations on Labor Day weekend - September 3rd (12 NOON-4 P.M.), 4th (10 A.M.-8 P.M.) and 5th 

(10 A.M.-3 P.M.), with Saturday the 4th being the main day. It is presented by the 2nd Pennsylvania 

Cavalry/59th Regiment Volunteers, Company D. This is a family event with opportunities to meet and 

talk with reenactors of President Lincoln and his family, Generals Grant and Lee, Union and 

Confederate soldiers, U.S. Colored and Confederate Zouave troops, sutlers and boy soldiers; take 

tours of the camp; meet authors and have book signings; watch demonstrations by a blacksmith; 

learn about Civil War medicine and the Christian commission; see tactical demonstrations, firearms 

and artillery; and take advantage of many photo opportunities. A food vendor and restrooms will be 

available during the event. There will be a $1.00 fee for parking but no additional entrance fee. In 

addition, the Robert Fulton Birthplace will be open for tours during the encampment for a small fee of 

$5.00 per adult and $3.00 per youth (or 2 for $5), with children 5 and under free.  
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Notes from the Organ Bench 

By Julie Allport 

As we are set to begin another program year in the midst 
of a pandemic that seems intent on continuing to affect 
the way we do things, I thought I’d take some time to 
reflect on the many things we have been able to do in the 
last year. First of all, we have been able to continue to find 
ways to use music to worship God! In the last year and a 
half, we have had a number of small groups and 
individuals who willing shared their time and talents to 
provide music in worship.  

From time to time, I like to list the people who have helped us in recent months and offer my 
heartfelt thanks — so here I go! These include Ali Verbanas, who frequently served as a song 
leader and organized small groups from the Bella Voce Women’s Ensemble to sing in worship and 
also sang in small groups and quartets. Zoe Verbanas, Danielle Stapleton, Lily Stapleton, Brett 
Cowan, Delaney Cowan, Mollie Hearne, Kora Hearne all have lent their voices and Zoe has also 
played piano for us in worship. Walt Osborne has provided both instrumental solos and will be 
doing so again on September 5. On June 6, a day when we have traditionally had a joint service 
with Shiloh Presbyterian Church, our good friend and Sexton Clyde Prigg provided a recorded 
selection for us. Even moving out of state did not prevent my children, Seth and Hayley Allport 
from helping out so thanks kids, your mommy loves you! 

I would like to acknowledge Brett, Neeley, and Bennett Spotts and thank them for their huge 
contributions to the music of the church. They have willingly prepared music anytime we asked 
and have been very creative in their various musical offerings. Brett actually sang one of his own 
compositions at a recent worship service. It has also been a joy to have Bennett with us over the 
last year while he was in the process of applying to graduate schools. In addition to being a 
gifted vocalist, Bennett is a fine instrumentalist and we were fortunate to have him offer multiple 
alto saxophone solos during worship. As most of you know, Bennett has just begun the next 
chapter of his life at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana where he will be pursuing a 
master’s degree in opera performance. We look forward to watching his progress and having him 
sing for us when he is home during holiday breaks! 

On August 22, we were pleased to be able to welcome the Lincoln 
University Concert Choir under the direction of Dr. Camilla Horne, to 
lead us in worship. We look forward to continued collaborations 
with them and also to a time when this pandemic is far enough 
behind us that we will be able to have them sing from all parts of 
the Sanctuary and surround us with their beautiful sounds.  

As I close this, I find myself thinking that while the pandemic will 
continue, so will the music. We will just keep finding new ways to 
worship God through music and to do it safely. As mentioned in a separate article, we are in the 
process of taking the steps necessary to restart our choirs. In a time of continued uncertainty, we 
can be certain that we will continue to offer music to the Glory of God! 
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02 Novella Hudler 
03 Riley Meyers 
04 EdiJo Dalton 
07 Brian Hearne 
08 David Crawford 
08 Kirsten Northrup 
09 Lorraine Holton 
09 Neeley Spotts 
10 Tricia Barlow 
10 Mason Hearne 
11 Jackie Slauch 

12 David Claypoole 
12 Michael Gehron 
13 Rita Perloff 
14 Annette Crotchfelt 
14 Larry Herr 
16 Joan Appleton 
16 Richard Shrom 
16 Dillon Williams 
17 Brooke Gundrum 
17 Dianne Hammond 
18 Pete Slauch 

18 Rocco Vanella 
19 Jan Chimchirian 
19 Karen Moore 
19 Mark Verbanas 
21 Kathleen Kamp 
22 Dutch Gundaker 
23 Sharon Fogg 
23 Sam Terry 
24 Zachary Koza 
25 Bethany Atkinson 
25 Virginia Hook 

26 Ila Barlow 
26 Nicole Hartman 
26 Ali Perry 
27 Chris Higgins 
28 Dennis Asel 
28 Mason Sarver 
28 Gary Sycalik 
28 Chase Verbanas 

September Birthdays 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

Capital Campaign 
Status  

(as of 8/31/2021) 

 Pledges    503,000.00 

Bailey Gi�    317,900.00 

Total Pledges    820,900.00 

Pledges received to date    434,755.00 

Bailey Gi� Rec'd    317,906.00 

Total Pledges Received 

  $752,661.00 



Page 16 LAMPLIGHTER 

 

 

TheLamplighter 

Oxford Presbyterian ChurchOxford Presbyterian ChurchOxford Presbyterian ChurchOxford Presbyterian Church    

6 Pine Street6 Pine Street6 Pine Street6 Pine Street    

Oxford, PA 19363Oxford, PA 19363Oxford, PA 19363Oxford, PA 19363    

 


