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Our Vision 

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a 
family of Christians dedicated 
to sharing the unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ with the 
local and world communities. 
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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

TheLamplighter 

EXCITING NEW 
BANNERS FOR THE 

SANCTUARY! 

Well…no, we don’t actually have them yet. 
But Pastor Scott Szabo has some 
wonderful ideas for potential banners and 
paraments which would tie in with the 
Church Calendar which could make our 
worship more dynamic and colorful. We 
were members of a small group who made 

the banners currently hanging in the Sanctuary and are willing to initially 
lead the effort to expand this ministry. Because of the time commitment 
involved with planning, shopping for materials, sewing, and assembling 
the banners, it is our hope that we can include some younger (and more 
agile) people on our committee who have an interest in expanding this 
art form with us. We are very happy to share our experience and make 
several banners as a group and then have individuals or teams of two 
who would make subsequent banners. If you think you would enjoy 
joining with us in this effort, please give us a call. 

Elizabeth Abel 610-932-3459 
Judi Jefferis 484-881-1626 
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Session Notes 
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Here’s a reprint of Pastor Scott’s 
March 26 Daily Reflection: 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3) 

• We are in the process of interviewing and 
hiring an OPC Office Administrator for our 
church office. We anticipate welcoming a new 
individual into the church office in early to 
mid-April. UPDATE: We have hired Katie Gibeck 
as our new Office Administrator. She is 
scheduled to begin on Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 
Warm welcome and blessings to Katie! 

• Thank you to all who have volunteered to help 
in the church office in the morning during this 
time of transition. Thank you, also, to Lorraine 
Holton for her continued help and dedication, 
as we move through this process.  

• The OPC Pandemic Response Commission 
continues to monitor the COVID-19 metric 
benchmarks for Chester County. Although the 
data are better than they were at the end of 
2020, the numbers have plateaued and are, 
unfortunately, getting slightly worse. 
Hopefully, as more individuals receive their 
vaccinations, the data will begin to improve 
again. The Commission will continue to 
provide specific information in the Weekly 
Wick each Wednesday.  

• We will continue to have virtual Livestream–
only worship services for the month of April or 
until the COVID-19 data benchmarks move 
closer to a “safe to gather” category. As 
always, thank you for your patience.  

• Thank you to everyone who was/is involved in 
our Ash Wednesday and Holy Week services – 
including the drive-by imposition of ashes and 
blessings, the pre-recorded Palm Sunday 
donkey and outdoor procession, the Passion 
readings, and the Tenebrae service. 

• Our Lenten Wednesday Morning Prayer 
gatherings were held on Zoom during Lent. 
What a blessed way to begin each Wednesday.  

He is Risen! Let us rejoice and praise our 
Risen Lord, Jesus Christ! 

Wishing everyone a blessed and “joy-filled” 
Easter season! 

Mark 9:22b-28 –”…if you are able to do anything, 
have pity on us and help us.” Jesus said to him, “If 
you are able! All things can be done for the one 
who believes.” Immediately the father of the child 
cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” When Jesus 
saw that a crowd came running together, he 
rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You spirit 
that keeps this boy from speaking and hearing, I 
command you, come out of him, and never enter 
him again!” After crying out and convulsing him 
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a 
corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But 
Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and 
he was able to stand. When he had entered the 
house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “This 
kind can come out only through prayer.” 

Our financial success, our physical fitness – these 
are things that often seem controllable. If I save, 
invest prudently, and work hard, I am told I can 
expect a good return. If I eat well and exercise, I 
should stay fit. Conversely, if I squander my wealth 
and overindulge I’ll soon see my accounts 
diminish while my waistline expands. 

There are many seemingly predictable outcomes in 
life, situations in which 99% of the time you will do 
all right if you play by the rules. But there’s still 1% 
of time when the unpredictable occurs. Perhaps we 
have far less control than we might like to think. 

And in the face of that reality, Jesus tells us our 
only option is prayer. This does not mean that we 
forsake medical treatment or wise stewardship 
over our finances, or that we fail to exercise 
caution when we drive, for such things would be 
akin to putting the Lord to the test. Rather it 
means that in spite of good planning, preparation, 
and maintenance we cannot guarantee outcomes. 
God is the guarantor, and only God can grant us 
another day to walk this Earth. “This kind can only 
come out through prayer,” Jesus says, because in 

(Continued on page 3) 
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6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

UNSUNG HERO 

CLYDE PRIGG! Thank you, 
Clyde, for the outstanding job you 

do for Oxford Presbyterian as our 
Custodian. You are basically on call 24/7 in 
case of emergencies. You clean up, polish 
floors, fix things, you take great care of OPC 
building and the grounds, cutting grass, snow 
blowing snow. You take care of our Green! You 
provide help to The Oaks Ministry who inhabit 
the Church House on our property. Plus you 
handle Community Service if someone asks. 
And this just names a few of the things you do. 
We thank your assistant, Peter Vernooy, also!!

Thank you, thank you! You are very much 
appreciated for it ALL! May God continue to 
bless us with your services. 

The Atkinson 

Reading Group  

will discuss  

The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry 
by Gabrielle Zevin  

April 26, 2021 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Our Deacons 

Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021    Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022    Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023    

Julie Allport Jackie Caleb Andrew Atkinson 

Joe Bauer Fred Crotchfelt Brett Cowan 

Ed Jefferis Jim Harvey David Fomunyam 

Judy Kamp Laura King Geoff Henry 

Jim Sumner Sue Shuler Janet Hudler 

  

Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021    Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022Class of 2022    Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023Class of 2023    

Carol Latsch Ann Terry  

    
The newly approved Elders and Deacons will be listed 

after they are installed/ordained at mid-year. 

Do you know why St. Patrick has a 
day named after him (March 17)?! 
He was the foremost patron saint 
of Ireland and brought Christianity 
to that country. He passed away 
on March 17 and this day was 
chosen to commemorate him. 

reality we can accomplish nothing without God’s 
action on our behalf. 

And this is one of the reasons a life of prayer is 
so critically important to cultivate. Not so that we 
can get God to do as we wish, but rather so that 
we see our entire lives as a steady stream of gifts 
of God given to us. When we recover from 
illness, or find fortune, when we wake in the 
morning, put on clothes, eat, work, worship, or 
do anything else it is true wisdom to recognize 
we do so because of the gracious nature of God. 
And that awareness deepens our love, for God 
and for others, enabling us to look and act more 
like him in all circumstances. But that movement 
begins with prayer. 

Let us pursue this season of Easter as a season 
of prayer. 

Scott 

(Pastor’s Corner—Continued from page 2) 

Just a friendly reminder: The per capita for 2021 
is $35.38 per person. Thanks to all who have 
helped cover this expense, so we do not have to 
take it out of our general operating budget. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U.S.A. 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC WITNESS SPONSORS 
Compassion, Peace and Justice Training 

Days as a free virtual event. 

Imagine! God’s Earth and People Restored 
Compassion, Peace and Justice Training Days 

 
April 7-9 | Virtual Event 

Join us to learn, organize and advocate around 
environmental justice! Compassion, Peace and Justice 
Training Days offer an opportunity to support this 
global movement centered on and led by the people 
and communities most vulnerable to climate impacts 
due to historic racial and colonial inequities. We 
continue to see how the historic reality of colonialism 
and structural racism has designed systems that live 
on today through environmental racism and a myriad 
of other injustices that grew out of the same evil 
roots. Throughout 2020, these systemic issues 
manifested themselves in the disproportionate 
number of racial and ethnic minorities who became 
sick with and died of COVID-19, as well as the 
continued extrajudicial killing of Black men and 
women.  

The Earth and its people are groaning. We are called 
to respond. 

CPJ Days will feature Claudio Carvalhaes and Harry 
Pickens, along with our partners from the most 
impacted communities in the United States and 
around the globe. We will have several sessions to 
delve deep into the issues of the day as well as 
address our current brokenness and how we lay the 
groundwork for justice and reconciliation. This year, 
CPJ Day expanded to three days to provide a breadth 
of content around this year’s theme, environmental 
justice, without the potential Zoom fatigue of a day-
long online event. Each day will start at 11 A.M. 
Eastern Time and go to 12:30 P.M. On April 7 and 8, 
there will be small group gatherings at 1:30 P.M. ET. 

Registration is free. Click here to Register for CPJ 
Days 

Featured Speakers 

The Rev. Dr. Cláudio 

Carvalhaes, a theologian, 

liturgist, ar�st and ac�vist 

who is the Associate 

Professor of Worship at 

Union Theological 

Seminary in New York City.  

Harry Pickens, an award-

winning performing ar�st, 

educator, composer, author, 

workshop facilitator and life 

transforma�on coach in 

Louisville, Kentucky  

Ecumenical Advocacy Days — April 18–21 

A little over a week later, join the larger faith 
community for Ecumenical Advocacy Days. 
This is a gathering of Christian advocates 
and activists to worship, delve deeply into 
the pressing issues of the day and lift our 
voices by speaking truth to power on Capitol 
Hill. For more information, go 
to advocacydays.org. 

Learn More and Register for Ecumenical Ad-
vocacy Days 
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The Women’s Bible Study 

In March we welcomed June Hoffman and Sally Wilson to our group. 

In April we will be studying Jael, Delilah, Naomi and Ruth. 

Please contact the church office if you would like to join us. 

Food Donation Drive Thru 
Food Donations are accepted in the wagon under the 
portico on Thursdays from 1:00 to 2:30 P.M. Outreach 
Committee members will wave Thank You from inside! 

 From Neighborhood Services Center: 

Thank you for all of the items that were given to us 
from your church. 

The specific non-food items we are running low on 
now are dish detergent, deodorant, paper towels, 
and household cleaners. 
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We’re Looking For Student Leaders 

As we continue to navigate through the pandemic, we’re looking 
for high school and college students who can help support 
patients by hosting blood drives through our Leaders Save 
Lives program. We’d be so grateful if you will help connect us 
with students in your congregation who might be 

interested! This unique program provides an opportunity for youth to gain meaningful leadership 
experience and support hospital blood needs. 

Students who host a Leaders Save Lives blood drive can earn*: 

• A gift card valued up to $200^ 

• A chance to win a scholarship up to $2,500 

• Volunteer hours 

• Leadership experience 

Here’s how you can help! 

• Tweet your support—#LeadersSaveLives  

• Share the Leaders Save Lives webpage (https://www.redcrossblood.org/) 

• Forward or share this notice to students who you think would make great Blood Program 
Leaders 

We recognize that safety is a priority for everyone including the Red Cross, and want to emphasize 
that each blood drive continues to follow the highest standards of safety and infection control  

*Blood drive(s) must be scheduled while school is out of session between Jan. 16 – Aug. 
31, 2021 or Dec. 15, 2021 – Jan. 15, 2022 and collect 25+ pints. Terms and conditions 
apply. 
 

^Terms and conditions apply. This offer is non-transferable and not redeemable for 
cash. Offer is subject to change at any time in the promotional time frame. Instructions on 
how to claim your gift card will be sent to the primary email address of the primary Blood 
Program Leader of the blood drive and the online claim form must be completed within 
30 days. All gift cards are subject to individual merchant terms and conditions and all 
trademarks are property of their respective owners. 

“I have always loved donating and 
when I saw I could host a blood 
drive, I thought it would be a great 
opportunity for my church. I am 
just super grateful for everything, 
my church for letting me host the 
drive, the ARC who works so hard, 
and everyone who helped me by 
volunteering or donating at my 
drives to make it possible,” said 
Reagan 

Reagan Tomlinson 
Leaders Save Lives 
$1,000 Scholarship Recipient 
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Learning MinistryLearning MinistryLearning MinistryLearning Ministry    Let the little children come to meLet the little children come to meLet the little children come to meLet the little children come to me    

April Star Word  
What is God saying to you about this word?  

 Why is this word important? Why would it come up in a list of 
“spiritual” words?  

 Journal about the themes, ideas, or actions that have come up in your 
study.  

 Make a list of ideas for “living” your star word based on what God’s 
been saying to you.  

 Cut out a cross and write your word on it. Hang it up like the others. 
Think about what that word has to do with redemption.  

Some of our younger Sunday School children had the chance to gather in person to learn about Palm 
Sunday and donkeys. Bill and Missy Hostetter graciously invited us to their home and introduced the 
children to their donkeys and alpacas. The children were given time to pet and feed the animals (who 
knew that donkeys like animal crackers and peppermints?!) and asked Mr. Bill all sorts of questions. 
Then we entered the pasture with the animals where Pastor Scott, with the help of Mr. Bill and 
Petunia, gave his children’s sermon. Following the sermon, the children and their parents celebrated 
by waving palms and shouting Hosanna, as Mr. Bill led Petunia past in remembrance of the first Palm 
Sunday when Jesus entered Jerusalem. What a wonderful morning it was! I wish we could have had 
everyone there but due to the sensitivity of the animals we had to keep the gathering small. Christian 
Ed is working on some other opportunities for the children to come together for some outdoor fun. 
Watch your emails and the Wick for information on kite flying and picnic in the park!  

Have a joyous Easter! 
Janet Hudler 
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Flickers of Light from the Weekly Wicks 

ESSENTIAL WORKERS  
PRAYER REQUEST 

Kristine Rhodes 

Hillary (Caitlin) Spotts 

Carol Carter 

Mike Latsch 

Dennis Tierson 

Donna Krauss 

Bethany Atkinson 

Mollie Hearne 

Steph Watson 

Elena Olivieri 

Claire Taylor 

Carole Derr 

Bernie Brown 

Dustin Jones  

Dakota Jones 

BJ Meadowcroft  

Liza Slauch 

Win Slauch 

Danielle Stapleton 

John Stapleton 

Teressa Verkamp 

Justin Williams 

Erin Pennell 

Cristina Tackett 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Richard Forcey and family on the passing of his Mom, Marion. 

• Betty Gundaker - recuperating from cancer surgery. 

• Ann Terry asks for prayers for Carolyn Coates and husband Eric. He 
has second-degree burns from their house fire. 

• Bonnie Rhodes asks prayers for her daughter-in-law Kelly’s dad, Leroy, 
cancer diagnosis needing surgery and chemo. 

• St. Christopher’s Church Pastor Mary Ann and husband Ken - death of 
their son. 

• Bev & Woody Hartgrove ask for prayers for their young nieces for 
addiction healing; for Bob Appleton for congestive heart failure; and 
for Bev’s mother’s pastor who is leaving his wife and kids; Alisa Webb 
is home recovering. 

• Sabine Fomunyam ask prayers for Charles Sine and his daughter in 
auto accident with 12 hours of surgery. 

• Teressa Verkamp asks prayers for Aunt Ruby Pass for heart and health 
issues 

• Ethel Backenstose and her family on the passing of her husband Bill 
Munz. 

• Linda Caudill in Reading Hospital. 

• Jackie Caleb asks prayers for Janae Carter for healing from auto 
accident and job loss; and for Tyson C. for serious medical issues. 

• Laura King asks for continued prayers for Charlie May Boyle and 
successful surgeries at CHOP. 

• Joe Waugh, Patricia Wilson’s Dad, with health issues. 

• Bob Hudler’s Dad, Robert, home, and improving. Thanks for prayers. 

• Family and friends of Jane Trimble on her passing. 

• Ann Holton asks us to pray for her long-time friend Carol Vest. Carol 
has suffered from melanoma for most of her life and has just had 
another flareup. 

• Nancy Thomson at Ware. 

• Steve Keenan (Lorraine’s friend) for long-time melanoma 

• Carol Ware’s daughter, Lisa Rich and family in Mass. with COVID surge. 

• Jackie Slauch 

Christ is Risen      He is Risen Ind�d 
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01 Sherry Andrews 
02 Lou Chance 
03 Jenna Beck 
04 John Lilley 
05 Melissa Crawford 
06 Ed Jefferis 
06 William Woolston 
11 Richard Dolack 
11 Karen Henry 
12 Abigail Gehm 
12 Eric Grubb 

12 Bill Stullken 
13 Hillary Sycalik 
15 Julia Perry 
16 Shelley Meadowcroft 
17 Dotty Rhodes 
18 Brooke Cave 
18 Andrew Kamp 
18 Ryan Tackett 
19 Mary Ann Harvey 
19 Daren Verkamp 
21 Suzanne Herr 

21 Amin Turns 
22 Erin Barlow 
22 Thomas Cave 
22 Karen Williams 
23 Greyson Cowan 
23 Brady Lane 
23 Justin Williams 
24 Matthew Barlow 
24 Evan Hartman 
24 Stefanie Watson 
25 James Jordan 

26 Mary Alice Hoffman 
26 Mitch Perry 
27 Beth Groseclose 
27 Grace Eagle 
29 Betty Chandler 
29 Kendra Taylor 
29 Kathy Elters 
30 Carol Groff 
30 Michael Watson 

April Birthdays 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

Capital Campaign 
Status (as of 
2/28/2021) 

From Chester County Health Department. 
For all homebound individuals.  

We welcome information on any individuals who 
may need their vaccination to take place in/at 
their home. If you know of someone who is in 
one of these situations, please call the COVID-19 
call center at 610-344-6225, or email 
CCHD@chesco.org, to register their vaccine 
needs by providing their name, address, phone 
number and email address. 

Pledges    503,000.00 

Bailey Gi�    317,900.00 

Total Pledges    820,900.00 

Pledges received to date    431,413.00 

Bailey Gi� Rec’d    317,906.00 

Total Pledges Received 
  749,319.00 

“Vaccinate Lancaster” Site 

A large vaccination center in Lancaster at the 
old Bonton Store in Park City is now open and 
available. This site, run by Penn Medicine, is 
giving about 2,000 shots a day. “Vaccinate 
Lancaster” is open to individuals within a 50-
100 mile radius, even if they do not live in 
Lancaster County. Please stay safe and 
healthy! 
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