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Our Vision 

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a 
family of Christians dedicated 
to sharing the unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ with the 
local and world communities. 
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Live Nativity is comingLive Nativity is comingLive Nativity is comingLive Nativity is coming    

December 4December 4December 4December 4
thththth
    6 6 6 6 PPPP....MMMM....----7 7 7 7 PPPP....MMMM....    

Please join us as we continue 
the tradition of bringing the 
true meaning of the season 
to our Oxford Community. 
The event is meant to be a 
drive by but we will have 
guides present to help those 
on foot to maintain proper 
social distancing. Lilly the 
camel is excited to see 
everyone! 
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SESSION NOTESSESSION NOTESSESSION NOTESSESSION NOTES    

By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Here’s a reprint of Pastor Scott’s 
March 26 Daily Reflection: 

“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government shall be upon his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9: 6) 

• Congratulations to Mikhal and Pastor Scott 
and their family on the birth of their new 
baby girl, Genevieve Helena Szabo, on 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020. 
Congratulations, also, to Angelica (Angie) and 
Dennis Tierson on the birth of their daughter, 
Scearcia Jewel on October 27, 2020. God’s 
rich blessings to both families! 

• Special thanks to the Rev. Dr. Erin Cox-
Holmes, Rev. Michael Wilson, and Elder 
Andrew Atkinson who provided pulpit supply 
while Pastor Scott was on paternity leave. 

• The church office is now open during regular 
office hours. Bonnie Rhodes is serving as a 
temporary administrative assistant, while 
Eryn Gallagher takes some well-deserved 
vacation time. Bonnie will be in the office 
from 8:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. Lorraine Holton will 
continue to be in the church office from 
1:00 P.M.  – 5:00 P.M. Andrew Atkinson has 
volunteered to be responsible for handling 
prayer requests for the hours that the church 
office is not open. Thank you to all who are 
helping to provide this support. 

• The Stewardship Committee completed their 
four-week pledge campaign on Sunday, 
November 22, 2020. The pledges were 
dedicated during the worship service that 
day. Thank you for your prayers and support 
over the course of this campaign as well as 
for your financial and service commitment to 
OPC. 

• Plans for the Live Nativity are moving 
forward. This special drive-by event will be 
held on Friday, December 4, 2020. 

• The Worship Committee and Christian Ed 
have worked together to make take-home 
Advent Celebration Bags. These bags were 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dear OPC, 

Thank you so very much for all the prayers, well 
wishes, and acts of care that you have shown our 
family in the last several weeks. Genevieve Helena 
Szabo was born on November 3, 2020, at 
8:58 P.M. She has been a remarkable joy. 
Augustine and Clara are delighted to have a new 
little sister, and it has been astounding to watch 
them as they seek her out and care for her in 
their own ways. Mikhal is doing well, and we have 
been blessed by the time the Church afforded us 
to adjust to the rhythms of again having a young 
child in our home. We all look forward to the time 
when we can introduce our Genevieve to you in 
person! Until then, we remain so very thankful for 
the support and love you have shown. 

Yours, 
Scott 
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Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each month at 12:00 P.M. 

Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020    Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021    Class of 2022*Class of 2022*Class of 2022*Class of 2022*    

Lisa Claypoole Seth Allport Abby Busko 

Carol Latsch Ethel Backenstose  

Gale Sauer Beth Baity  

 Ann Terry  

  

Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020    Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021Class of 2021    Class of 2022*Class of 2022*Class of 2022*Class of 2022*    

Julie Allport Jackie Caleb Andrew Atkinson 

Joe Bauer Fred Crotchfelt Brett Cowan 

Ed Jefferis Jim Harvey David Fomunyam 

Judy Kamp Laura King Geoff Henry 

Jim Sumner Sue Shuler Janet Hudler 

  

 

God 

 Jesus 

 Holy Spirit 

 Amen! 

ready for pick up beginning on November 
18, 2020. 

• Due to the current surge in COVID-19 cases, 
we will only utilize the Livestream platform 
for our Advent worship services. We feel that 
it is not safe to offer limited in-person 
worship. 

• Looking ahead: Our Annual Corporation and 
Congregational Meeting will be held – 
virtually – on Sunday, January 31, 2020. 
Please submit all reports for the Annual 
Report to Lorraine Holton by December 31, 
2020.  

Wishing everyone a very blessed Christmas and 
a joyous, healthy New Year!! 

(Session Notes – Continued from page 2) 

Stewardship Report-Thank You! 

During the month of November, we have been 
learning together and growing deeper in our 
understanding of faithful, hopeful, and loving 
generosity. I hope that you will agree with me that 
this has been an enriching experience. 

We thank you for your response in support of the 
mission and ministry of Oxford Presbyterian 
Church. We also acknowledge your interest in 
serving the church through gifts of time and 
talent. As of November 29, 2020 the church has 
received 44 pledges for a total of $138,998.00. 
Last year at the conclusion of our pledge 
campaign we ended up with a total of 79 pledges 
totaling $212,360. While our pledges are down 
compared to last year we remain hopeful that 
there will be a last minute surge and, if that is not 
the case we remain faithful that God will show us 
the way forward. These times of pandemic are 
difficult moments in many of our lives. But we 
believe God is always present, God’s grace 
prevails, and light overcomes the darkness. 
Pledges can be emailed to our church financial 
secretary, Lorraine Holton, at 
raineybeth34@gmail.com. We will have full 
Stewardship Report provided at the Oxford 
Presbyterian Church Congregational Meeting 
scheduled for Sunday, January 31, 2020.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Andrew T. Atkinson 
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Christmas Joy 

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God’s gift of Jesus Christ by 
providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need 
and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color. 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, 
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the 

wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but 
those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering 
addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leader-
ship development for communities of color, and providing support for Presbyterian 

church workers in their time of need. 

The Joy Offering will be taken on December 20. Please give generously. 
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Food Donation Drive Thru 

Donations are accepted in the wagon under the portico on 
Thursdays from  
1:00 to 2:30 P.M.  

Non food items such as soap, detergent, tissues, cleaning 
supplies, toiletries are needed and welcome. Lorraine will be 

there to wave Thank You! 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES 

This year we are blessed to be receiving free turkeys from the Chester County Food Bank. Also, 
Flowers Bakery is donating loaves of bread. We still need help with Christmas meal items to help fill 
up the boxes for up to 180 families. 

Special needs are instant mashed potatoes, stuffing, biscuit mix, gravy packet, cookie mix, pie 
filling and pie crust. Help fill the wagon on Thursdays from 1:00 to 2:30. This is our BIGGEST 
PROJECT each year. We could not do it without you!  

Christmas Food Box Ministry 
Friday & Saturday – December 18 & 19, 2020 

 
As is the annual tradition, Oxford Presbyterian Church will be 
providing Christmas dinners for needy families in the Oxford area 
on Saturday, 12/19/20. Last year, we provided generous food 
boxes for approximately 137 families. Lisa Koza, Coordinator, 
and committee has been working since September to plan and 
prepare for this event. Local merchants have provided some 

financial support and, in addition to our congregation, Scout troops have been collecting canned 
goods for the Christmas dinners. 

This year is a different year. Because of COVID we are limited to a few people who can come into 
the church and help. If you can volunteer at any of the times below – please call Lisa (610- 506-
0465 or Beverly Hartgrove (443-553-0296).  

Friday 12/18/20 at 9:00 A.M.- Fellowship Hall - sort canned food and prep for packing the Christmas 
Food Boxes. Pack and organize the food boxes for delivery/pick up. 

There is NO Friday night session. 

Saturday 12/19/20 at 9:00 A.M.- Fellowship Hall – Drive-by delivery of Christmas food boxes to 
families between 9:00 A.M. and NOON. Delivery is TBA. Committee should arrive at 8:15 A.M. and 
Volunteers should arrive at 8:45 A.M.. 
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SPECIAL PICK UP/DROP OFF TIMES FOR SOCK/
UNDERWEAR ARE DECEMBER 5 & 12  
FROM 11:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.  
outside under the portico 
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Oxford Presbyterian Church & Ten Thousand Villages Gift Oxford Presbyterian Church & Ten Thousand Villages Gift Oxford Presbyterian Church & Ten Thousand Villages Gift Oxford Presbyterian Church & Ten Thousand Villages Gift 

Festival Festival Festival Festival     

Online EventOnline EventOnline EventOnline Event    

November 16 November 16 November 16 November 16 –    December 15, 2020December 15, 2020December 15, 2020December 15, 2020    

This year we would like to offer an alternative to our annual Gift Festival at Oxford Presbyterian 
Church. Even though we are not able to see you in person this year, we want to continue to support 
our artisans all over the world who are also experiencing hardships due to the pandemic.  

Shop online from the safety and comfort of your home and have your Ten Thousand Villages 
purchases delivered right to your door!  

Use the promo code and your online purchases will continue to benefit the Oxford Presbyterian 
Church and Ten Thousand Villages Mechanicsburg.  

During the dates of the sale, get free shipping on orders over $50!  

Shop our website: www.tenthousandvillages.com and type code in promo box during checkout: 
OXFORD20  

Call 717-796-1474 for questions or help with your online order. Thank you for your continued 
support! 
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How to Cope with Depression 

Are you experiencing feelings of sadness, emptiness and hopelessness? 
Especially difficult now with COVID19 and isolation. Some common symptoms 
include: 

1. Feeling helpless 

2. Loss of interest in daily activities 

3. Change in appetite 

4. Sleep changes 

5. Anger or irritability 

6. Loss on energy 

7. Self-Loathing (feel worthless) 

8. Reckless behavior (driving reckless, increase in alcohol/drug use) 

9. Trouble with focusing, making decisions, remembering things 

10. Unexplained headaches, stomach pain, back pain 

Thoughts of suicide (call 1-800-273-8255) - for help 

 

Ways to help yourself to feel better. 

1) Reach out to other people - call family and friends. 

2) Care for a pet. 

3) Keep a routine. Go to bed and get up at the same time. Try to get eight hours of sleep. 

4) Do some exercising such as walking or in-home yoga, weights. 

5) Watch funny tv/movies. Decrease watching the news. Listen to music. 

6) Use deep breathing or meditation. 

7) Pray, read the Bible. 

8) Eat healthy. Limit caffeine, alcohol, sugar, carbs. 

9) Start a hobby, read, adult coloring books, puzzles, etc. 

10) If needed, seek professional help for talk therapy - telehealth. If needed, discuss medication with 
your PCP 

 

Don’t be embarrassed to ask for help. Remember, we are 
not alone. 

   Matthew 28:20 Remember I am with you always. 

 

Carol Latsch, Deacon 

Wellness Council 

NurturingNurturingNurturingNurturing    

MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry    
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Learning MinistryLearning MinistryLearning MinistryLearning Ministry    Let the little children come to meLet the little children come to meLet the little children come to meLet the little children come to me    

Joy to the world! Joy to the world! Joy to the world! Joy to the world!     

The season of Advent is upon us and so begins our preparation for Christmas. We are still working on 
our special viral Christmas Eve service. Thank you to the children who have volunteered their talents 
as readers, instrumentalist, and song leaders. There is still time to become involved so if your child is 
interested please let me know! The PreK-2nd grade Sunday School classes have started teaching special 
hand motions to the song “Away in the Manger” so those who are not readers, or too shy, can also 
participate. Watch your emails for your children’s assigned lines and other information that we will be 
sending out next week.  

Our classes have also joined Outreach committee’s effort to collect socks and underwear for children 
6-12 years old. Donations can be dropped off at the church till December 18th. Speaking of donations, 
our Sunday School collection towards our Heifer Project is still going on! We traditionally make our 
donation at the end of December, and while we may not be able to reach our $500 goal this year (the 
children chose to go for a cow) we would like to support this mission as much as we can. We currently 
have $196.00, so if you have been saving your collection, we ask that you please consider sending it 
in to the church before Christmas and mark your check “Sunday School collection”.  

Preschool is very thankful for the support they have received, especially with their Wreath and 
Poinsettia fundraiser. We have half the students that we did last year but still managed to sell 160 
wreaths, a number just shy of last year’s total! 

A special thank you goes out to Susan, Danielle, Donna, Bonnie, Brett, Ashley, and Bob, our wonderful 
Sunday School teachers, for their loving commitment during this far from normal year!  

And from all of us on the Christian Education committee, may you experience the Hope, Peace, Joy, 
and Love that this wonderous season brings!  

Merry Christmas, 
Janet Hudler 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Monday, 12/21/20 from 12-5 P.M. EST in OPC’s  
Fellowship Hall 

Must register. No walk-ins. 
Register: www.red cross blood.org  

or call: 1-800-733-2767 
 

If Chester County Health Dept. issues lock down again, 
blood drive will be canceled.  
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Hello All Members and Friends, 

It has been a busy time at OPC for our Property Committee! I am happy 
to report that we have completed several projects for our facility over 
the last few months. As always, we want to say a very BIG Thank you to 
all of our Church office staff, to our Elders and Deacons for working with 
us and giving us support, to COVID-19 Commission Committee who 
keeps us healthy and works with us to upgrade our facility as necessary 
and most important, to our Sexton Clyde Prigg for being the heart of our 
committee and the face of our facility and facilitating all of these 
projects to be completed. 

As I mentioned above, we have completed several projects. We have 
installed new carpet in the Sanctuary and Narthex, we have added vinyl 
flooring to the area outside of the sanctuary at the Fellowship Hour 
location, and we have discretely added cameras to our Sanctuary to 
bolster our online worship and outreach to those who are not able to come to the building. In terms 
of safety, we have ordered and will be adding new filtering and sanitizing equipment to our new HVAC 
system; and we will also be adding new sanitizing stations outside of our Sanctuary and will be adding 
hands-free soap/towel equipment in our newly updated restrooms. 

Continuing with our safety concerns, we have now added a new security system, VizPin. This security 
system is accessed via smartphone and church members and officers will be able to download an app 
and request access. The committee will receive the request and then grant access based on what level 
of access is needed. We will have open access for general meeting times such as Preschool drop off/
pick up and Sunday worship when we resume that activity. 

Thank you to all of church staff, members and friends of the congregation for their support. 

Your friend in Christ, 
Brett Cowan 

Property Committee 
Chair 

The Atkinson 
Reading Group 

is taking a break for 
the holidays. Meetings 

will resume in January. The 
next book choice will be 
determined soon. 
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Community has never been so important 

“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds…encouraging one another,…” Hebrews 10:24–25 NRSV 

 
Community is central to a life of faith. As community, Presbyterian women encourage one another, 
and as a community, we transform the world through faithful discipleship. 

Stay connected and stay informed about the work of Presbyterian Women and our denomination by 
subscribing to PW’s Horizons magazine! Each issue brims with content that matters. Take a peek and 
see for yourself! The Bible study resource from the September/October 2020 issue is provided for 
you! 

A $24.95 subscription includes five issues of the magazine (which include nine Bible study 
resources—one for each lesson) and the annual PW/Horizons Bible study (subscribe by April 1 to 
receive that year’s Bible study). 

Sincerely yours, 
Your (most grateful) Horizons magazine staff 
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Live Steam Worship has a new look!Live Steam Worship has a new look!Live Steam Worship has a new look!Live Steam Worship has a new look!    

Three pivot cameras were purchased to enhance our live 
stream worship. 

The cameras, installed in the balcony, provide full 
sanctuary views with 180 degree pivots and zoom 
capability to read the notes on the sheet of music on the 
organ. 

Richard Forcey, Jr. and Mariah Kalenstein, our AV Sound 
Technicians, launched the new cameras during the 
Sunday, November 22nd Worship Service. 

If you missed this service, the link is: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vii81Tud6sE  

Submitted by, 
The Property and Worship Committees 
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The Chapel has been restored to its original intention. 

Through the years the second floor Chapel transitioned from a Chapel to a library/meeting room. 

Special thanks to Woody Hartgrove, Dick Winchester and Pastor Scott for reviewing the titles and 
sorting for relocation to the first floor Library or off site. 

The pews, original to the chapel, were relocated from the third floor to the Chapel by Clyde.  

Membership and Development and Worship Committees 

Memorial PoinsettiasMemorial PoinsettiasMemorial PoinsettiasMemorial Poinsettias     

In lieu of memorial poinsettias, members are invited to contact 
the church office with names of friends/family to be 

remembered. Names will be on a slide which will show before/
after the service. 

oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com 

610-932-9640 
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1 Dorothy Fike 
1 Carol Warner 
1 Robin Vanover 
1 Judith Zenker 
2 Hayden Whiteman 
2 Mason Whiteman 
2 Henry Raimato 
3 Gertrude Sersun 
4 Richard Busko 
5 Carlton Groff 
6 Barbara Hill 
6 Eric Lechette 
6 Joseph Perloff 
6 Abigail Johnson 
7 Laura Holton 
7 Cooper Johnson 
8 Linda Wyles 

10 Jacob Little 
11 Victoria Hostetter 
11 Peter Vernooy 
11 Ellie Arthur 
12 Lynn McAllister 
12 James Tierney 
12 Jane Trimble 
12 David Sauer 
13 Emma Busko 
14 David Bradford 
14 Vivian Brown 
14 Paul Johnson 
14 Ridge Neumoyer 
15 William Sumner 
16 Charles Hammond 
16 Susan Lombardi 
17 Hillary Spotts 

17 Richard Forcey 
17 Trevor Carter 
18 Leslie McFadien Fanning 
19 Joseph Bauer 
23 Daniel Goers 
24 Gretchen Adams 
25 Meghan Barlow 
27 Thomas Colligan 
27 Joanne Herr 
29 Lisa Claypoole 
29 Lauren Gingerich 
30 Dawn Hoffman 
30 Jennifer Lane 
30 Preston Godfrey 
31 Beth Taylor 
31 Maria Forcey 

December Birthdays 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

Flickers of Light from the Weekly WicksFlickers of Light from the Weekly WicksFlickers of Light from the Weekly WicksFlickers of Light from the Weekly Wicks    

ESSENTIAL WORKERS  
PRAYER REQUEST 

Hillary (Caitlin) Spotts 
Carol Carter 
Geoff Henry 
Mike Latsch 
Dennis Tierson 
Donna Krauss 
Bethany Atkinson 
Mollie Hearne 
Steph Watson 
Elena Olivieri 
Claire Taylor 
Carole Derr 
Bernie Brown 
Dustin Jones  
Dakota Jones 
BJ Meadowcroft  
Liza Slauch  
Win Slauch  
Danielle Stapleton 
John Stapleton 
Teressa Verkamp 
Justin Williams 
Erin Pennell 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Jackie Slauch 
Richard Dolack 
Nancy Stabler 
Linda and Roy Caudill 
Family and friends of Barry Hostetter 
Bob Harvey 
Angelica Tierson 
Rich Terry 
Ila Barlow 
Shelley Meadowcroft 
Family of Shirley Barker 
Family of Mollie’s friend Kelly, who passed. She leaves behind a husband 
and three young children. 

Family of Reba Gray 
Cristina Tackett who is teaching in Nonam Iqua, AK. Prayers from her 
church family are appreciated. Her mailing address is available by 
contacting the church office. 

Merrillee Lloyd treatment for melanoma 
Jim Sumner 
Susan Cloves 
Walt Osborne and friends and family of Walt Graham 
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*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  

Oxford Presbyterian Church Oxford Presbyterian Church Oxford Presbyterian Church Oxford Presbyterian Church –    Financial Review Congregational GivingFinancial Review Congregational GivingFinancial Review Congregational GivingFinancial Review Congregational Giving    


