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Our Vision 

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a 
family of Christians dedicated 
to sharing the unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ with the 
local and world communities. 

June 2020 

V
o

lu
m

e
 3

3
, I

s
s
u

e
 6

 
O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

TheLamplighter 

Are you an AV Technician? 

OPC is looking for a volunteer(s) AV Technician 
to assist with the summer worship service. 
Richard Forcey has organized our live stream 
service and will provide training. 

Thank you for considering this opportunity to 
help this ministry. 

Please contact me directly at plking1@verizon.net or 610-608-2791 

Laura King 
Worship Committee Chairperson 

Joint Live-Stream 
Pentecost Service with 

Nottingham Presbyterian 
Church 

On Sunday, May 31, Pastor Scott was 
joined in our Pulpit by Rev. Merritt Schatz 
to celebrate Pentecost. Jean Bender from 
Nottingham was Soloist/Song Leader. ,I�
\RX�PLVVHG�WKH�OLYH�VHUYLFH�\RX�FDQ�
DFFHVV�LW�YLD�RXU�23&�:HEVLWH�XQGHU�WKH�
&RQQHFW�WDE� 
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SESSION NOTES 
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Nicole Hartman Retires from 
Oxford Community Preschool 

after 15 Years 

With gratitude for her faithful service, and no 
small amount of grief at our loss, we celebrate 
the fifteen year tenure of Nicole Hartman, as 
director of Oxford Community Preschool. Nicole 
has led with creativity, integrity, and love, doing 
astounding work to ensure that OCP is the 
vanguard of early childhood education in the 
Oxford area and beyond. 

It was late last fall that Nicole let us know of her 
intention to embark on the next chapter of her 
journey at the end of this school year. In the 
months since that announcement, she has 
worked closely with the school board to ensure 
the smoothest of transitions. Additionally, she 
has navigated the realities of the pandemic with 
immense grace and strength. She and the board 
are to be commended for all their hard work 
through the years, but especially in this season. 

Please join me this day in celebrating Nicole with 
your well wishes, remembrances, and thanks. 
Notes of appreciation for Nicole can be emailed 
to nicolehartydutch16@gmail.com. 

Faithfully, Scott 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; for his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
 

· On June 7, 2020, we will have our annual 
worship service with Shiloh. Please join us 
at 10:30 A.M. for that livestream service. 
Throughout the summer, we will continue 
to have a single livestream worship service 
beginning at 10:30 A.M. 

· On Sunday, June 14, 2020, the Rev. Dr. 
Frederick Faison, Chaplain of Lincoln 
University, will serve as the “livestream” 
pulpit supply. See is bio on page ___. 

· Julie Allport, Laura King, Barbara Baily, and 
Pastor Scott attended the first “virtual” 
Donegal Presbytery Meeting via Zoom on 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020. What a worthwhile 
and uplifting event! 

· Janet Hudler and all those involved with 
Christian Education have been busy 
teaching and planning for the summer and 
the fall. The last official day of “zoom” 
Sunday School was May 17th. The teachers 
are planning to hold a summer session of 
modified Sunday School, with “student-
contact” twice a month. Unfortunately, VBS 
2020 has been cancelled. “Family Fun Bags” 
will be distributed one night during VBS 
week.  

· New “property” projects – the bathroom 
renovations, water heater replacement and 
repairs, and new flooring in the Christian 
Ed suite – have begun. Thank you to Clyde 
Prigg for his continuous work and 
willingness to maintain our church building 
and property during this time of church 
closure and repairs.  

· A big “thank you” to Nicole Hartman as she 
retires after 15 years as the director/
teacher of the OPC Community Preschool. 
We wish her a bright and beautiful future as 
she begins the next chapter of her life.  

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 
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Lamplighter Volume 33, Issue 6 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXF ORD  PRESBYT ERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each month at 12:00 P.M. 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022* 
Lisa Claypoole Seth Allport Abby Busko 
Carol Latsch Ethel Backenstose  

Gale Sauer Beth Baity  

 Ann Terry  
  

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022* 

Julie Allport Jackie Caleb Andrew Atkinson 

Joe Bauer Fred Crotchfelt Brett Cowan 

Ed Jefferis Jim Harvey David Fomunyam 
Judy Kamp Laura King Geoff Henry 

Jim Sumner Sue Shuler Janet Hudler 
  

The Oxford Presbyterian 
Church congregation is to 
be commended for each 

one handling our not being 
able to meet in person at church 

during this pandemic! We have had 
virtual church services on Sundays and Zoom 
sessions for the Sunday School kids! We have 
had Sessions Meetings and others on Zoom. 
We now have live streaming for Sunday 
services. Many heartfelt thanks to each and 
every one for continuing in prayer and 
reaching out to each other in your own special 
way. May God continue to bless us every one! 
And until we meet again in person…may God 
continue to hold you in the Palm of His Hand! 

The Atkinson 
Reading Group 

will discuss 
Gospel According to 

Biff by Chris Moore on 
June 29th. Join us anytime; 
you do not have to have 
read the book. 

· An extra note: As usual, our Fellowship Hall 
will be serving as a polling place for the 
June 2, 2020 Primary Election. The area will 
be sanitized after the election. 

· Many individuals and committees have been 
faithfully working, in new creative ways, 
during these unusual times. Thank you to all 
those who continue to do the Lord’s work. 
Please continue to be pray for the Lord’s new 
mercies each day.  

· The last few months have been a time of 
learning new ways to communicate as we 
share God’s word and show compassion for 
each other. As we move into the “yellow” 
phase of the COVID-19 Reopening Plan, the 
Session will be developing guidelines for 
what that will look like at OPC. Please keep 
Pastor Scott, the Session and all those 
involved in your prayers. Thank you. 

�6HVVLRQ�1RWHV�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 
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Outreach Budget Expenses 2020
5.412 Basic Mission Support 7,500 
5.431 Neighborhood Services Center 8,000 
5.432 Oxford Senior Center 800 
5.433 Domestic Violence Center 500 
5.434 Lighthouse Ministry 2,000 
5.435 Miscellaneous Local Mission 3,000 
5.436 Local Peacemaking Offering 25% 200 
5.437 Christmas Food Boxes 900 

5.438 Community Meal Expenses 1,500 
5.439 Family Promise 1,000 
5.440 ACE (Anti- Human Trafficking) 800 
5.441 La Communidad Hispana 500 
5.442 Oaks Ministry 700 
5.443 Meeting Ground 500 
5.444 Mom’s Group 500 
5.451 Onesimus Prison Ministry 800 
5.452 Special Appeals/Disaster Relief 2,000 

It can be difficult to feel connected during this pandemic. 
There are many ways to reach out, to connect with others, 
to thank people and to make a difference in someone’s 
life. We believe it will also make a difference in your life.  

Thank you for all you are doing to make a difference in 
our community and world. In the midst of this pandemic 
our congregation has come together to reach out to 
others! Here are a few of the ways:  

We donated over $1,000 to the One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering.  

Last week we gave 108 food items to the Lighthouse Youth Center. Thank you for the food 
donations. The need is still great so the Food Drive Thru will continue on Thursday 1:30 to 3:00 P.M. 
Be sure to wave at Lorraine.  

So far, we have donated $475 for the Family Promise matching grant challenge. Session agreed 
to match the congregation donation up to $1,000 (the amount of our Mission Grant from the 
Presbytery). You can still be a part of the challenge. We want to get the funds to Family Promise as 
soon as possible. In order to have your donation included with the Matching Grant it must be received 
by Thursday May 28. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to Family Promise to help 
homeless families. Your check or gift should be sent to OPC with a notation: Family Promise.  

Thank you for toiletry and supplies donations made last week for the Domestic Violence Center of 
Chester County-DVCCC. Thank you for helping these women and children displaced because of 
Domestic Violence. We are still accepting donations on Thursday 1:30-3:00 pm.  

Remember the Pentecost Offering. Our 40% will go to Shiloh to help support the Princess Academy 
and Man up Youth Programs. 

Building a Strong Foundation 

Together, we are building a life of faith and building the 
household of God with our children, youth and young 
adults. And every building needs a strong foundation — 
a foundation in faith that begins right here, right now 
and is strong enough to last a lifetime. 
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Rich and I wanted to express our sincere gratitude to Pastor Scott and Session for 
allowing and assisting us in having a beautiful wedding at OPC. It certainly wasn’t 
what we originally planned, only ten people, socially distanced, etc., but in the end, 
it was better than we could have ever imagined. It meant so much to me to be able 
to get married in the 
church that I grew up in. 
Also, a big thanks to 
Laura King for ringing 

the bell once we were officially husband 
and wife; this is a memory we will cherish 
forever and to Clyde Prigg for helping out. 
Thanks for all of the well wishes! 

Blessings, Rich and Jenna (Hammond) Beck  

Dusty Jones 
Oxford High School 

Jack Ewing 
Oxford High School 

Justin Williams 
Oxford High School 

Bennett Spotts  
Westminster Choir 

College 

Julia Hartman 
Oxford High School 

Joanne Herr  
Messiah College 

Kathleen Kamp 
Temple University  

The Deacons are honoring our 2020 Graduates with 
gift cards and invite everyone to send congratulatory 

cards as well. 

Nurturing 
Ministry 
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DEADLINE TO ORDER: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3rd, 5 P.M. 

FRIDAY, June 5th – 2 – 6 P.M. AND SATURDAY, June 6th – NOON – 3 P.M. 
As we head into an unusual summer season, there are going to be nights that no one wants to 
cook. 

Consider allowing Black Rock Retreat to provide a meal for your family while you help to sup-
port and sustain our ministry of “Spreading the Gospel and strengthening the Church.” 

They are much better than crackers…we promise! 

All options are available during both pick up times.  

Go to  https://www.blackrockretreat.com/events/fmtg_6_5-6/ for more information and to reserve your 
meal.  

)DPLO\�+HDW�DQG�(DW�0HDOV�7R�
*R�)XQGUDLVHU� 
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On May 3rd at 7 P.M. OPC participated in the  
Bells Across Pennsylvania: 

Ø To recognize and honor first responders, healthcare workers, 
and employees of grocery stores, pharmacies and other life-
sustaining businesses who have maintained essential services to the 
general public while at risk of infection from COVID-19, and deserve 
to be celebrated as “Hometown Heroes;” 

Ø To show solidarity with elected officials and residents of 
municipalities across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, all of 
whom are fighting COVID-19 on the front lines together in their 
communities; and 

Ø To demonstrate a collective resolve that Pennsylvanians will 
prevail over COVID-19 and work tirelessly to ensure that their 
businesses and life will thrive once again. 

Other churches throughout the town and state rang their bells as 
well. It was a moving experience for those who had the opportunity 
to listen. 

Thank you to Andy Arthur who volunteered to ring the bell for OPC. 

Exciting news from Christian Ed!! 

Regular Sunday School may be over, but Summer Sunday School is about to begin! Starting in June we 
will be having a special Summer session of Sunday school. Twice a month you will have the chance to 
participate in our virtual Sunday school classes. Keep an eye out for your teacher’s email with details! 

VBS may not be happening but we do have a special care package planned! On Wednesday, June 24th, 
you will be able to pick up your very own “Family Fun Bag” filled with games, crafts, lessons, and 
treats to do and have at home with your family. PLEASE PRE-REGISTER (just like VBS) to the office, or 
Janet Hudler, if you would like a “Family Fun Bag.” 

'HDU�23&KXUFK 

7KDQN�\RXU RU�WKH�%HDXWLIXO�(DVWHU�/LO\��ZKDW�D�QLFH�VXUSULVH��7KDQN�\RX�
IRU�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�PH�� 

Pauline MacKenzie 
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The end of May marks the end of another year at 
Oxford Community Preschool. The Pre-K classes have 
missed out on so much this year. A field trip, school 
dance, Mother’s Day Tea, and their graduation 
ceremony. Normally, Pre-K graduation would take place 
in our sanctuary, with songs and diplomas, parent and 
grandparents, artwork show, snacks, and hugs 
goodbye…but we all know this year is not normal. 

The Pre-K teachers at OCP could not let their kids miss another milestone celebration so 
Mrs. Hartman, Mrs. Todd, Mrs. Topmiller, Mrs. Zakeri, and Mrs. Dowling planned their own! They 
visited all 44 students! Each student was surprised with a horn honking, music playing, teacher 
shouting parade right into their driveway! Keeping social distance, the children were given a special 
graduation sign, their diploma, a gift of a book, and their artwork. Then the teachers showered 
them in confetti and shouts of congratulations! It was a fun and creative way to show the kids how 
special they are! 

Thank you OCP teachers and staff for working through the challenges of the pandemic, and for all 
the love you put into your jobs. We are truly Blessed! 
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT: Clyde Prigg 

When did you start working at OPC? 

Clyde started working at OPC in 1987 the year after Ted Atkinson 
became the pastor. He and his family lived in the sexton house. The 
sexton house is the property currently occupied by the Oaks Ministry. 
Clyde left OPC for two years around 2001-2003. During that period, 
he worked at Lincoln University. After being asked, he returned to 
OPC but his family remained in their home in Lincoln University. 

What part of your job do you find most rewarding? 

Keeping OPC clean and in good repair so it looks great and can serve the congregation and 
community. Brother Clyde, as he is affectionately known, loves the opportunity to fellowship and 
share with others, what God has given him. Clyde is responsible for the cleaning, maintenance, and 
landscaping of the building and property (including the Green). He coordinates with contractors doing 
repairs or renovations. This position allows him to meet so many different people who come thru the 
doors of OPC for a myriad of reasons. Over the course of a year, 20-30 young people do Community 
Service hours at OPC supervised, encouraged and guided by Clyde. The extra hands allow him to get 
things done in a timely fashion without hiring extra staff. Clyde feels like the building is “his house” 
and he treats it as such. He wants to be sure his house is cared for, presents well, and is welcoming. 
He wants people to have a good experience and want to come back. 

How has your job changed since the pandemic? 

Normally Clyde’s week is full just keeping everything clean and ready for the congregation and 
community. Since the pandemic, Clyde has time to repair the little things as he discovers them, 
instead of waiting until he has time or hiring a repair person. He also has been able to do things like 
deep cleaning the carpets and power washing fences. 

When the alarm went off in the middle of the night, Clyde met the Fire Company at OPC to inspect the 
property and determine the damage. The alarm went off because a water heater on the second-floor 
broke, causing water damage in the CE wing and bathrooms. Clyde was very thankful for the 
firefighters’ help and dedication because they were with him until after the sun came up. As a 
member of the Property Committee, Clyde is involved in the decisions to authorize and prioritize work 
to be done at OPC. The committee made decisions about the repairs and renovations needed on the 
first floor. Clyde will work closely with the contractors and coordinate the work schedules. 

What are you doing now that you never expected to do: 

Clyde reiterated that he sees OPC as his house. So he does what is necessary to take care of his 
house. 



Page 10 LAMPLIGHTER 

 

 

Renovations and Repairs are Underway 

By Brett Cowan, Property Chair 

First, I wanted to thank everyone who has helped our Session and Property committee during this 
time. We have had many step up to help clean, organize and assist in preparing our property for 
renovation and repair. 

Early on Sunday, April 5, 2020, our Water Heater located in the Bride’s Parlor burst and there was 
excessive water damage. Clyde Prigg responded immediately and since then, Clyde and others have 
helped clean the area, restore water supply to the building and have worked with insurance adjusters 
and prospective contractors on bids to complete repairs. Nicole Hartmann and Janet Hudler have 
helped organize the Preschool staff to catalog all damage and submit claims for reimbursement. Most 
recently, Session passed a motion to allow for renovations and repairs of water heater damage, 
flooring in Christian Education suite and bathrooms in first and second floors. 

We will be repairing drywall, ceiling tile, plumbing and other damage associated with the water heater 
bursting. We are also upgrading our Christian Education flooring with repairs to the surface and new 
flooring tiles that will be more durable and provide for more efficient cleaning and maintenance. Also, 
we are upgrading our bathrooms with new toilets, sinks, counters and partitions. We wanted to 
include a few pictures of the beginning of our project to show our progress. 

This work will take a few weeks, however, we are happy to be using local contractors to help us repair 
and renovate areas of our church building. I also want to acknowledge Clyde Prigg who has been a 
tremendous help in coordinating a number of activities to make this possible. 

Please keep Clyde, our contractors McGinn's and Cameron's and our entire Congregation in your 
prayers as these repairs are completed. 
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Capital 
Campaign Status 

WůĞĚŐĞƐ ��ϱϬϯ͕ϬϬϬ͘ϬϬ 

�ĂŝůĞǇ�'ŝŌ ��ϯϭϳ͕ϵϬϬ͘ϬϬ 

dŽƚĂů�WůĞĚŐĞƐ ��ϴϮϬ͕ϵϬϬ͘ϬϬ 

WůĞĚŐĞƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ ��ϰϮϮ͕ϬϭϬ͘ϬϬ 

�ĂŝůĞǇ�'ŝŌ�ZĞĐΖĚ ��ϯϭϳ͕ϵϬϲ͘ϬϬ 

dŽƚĂů�WůĞĚŐĞƐ�ZĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ �ϳϯϵ͕ϵϭϲ͘ϬϬ 

Notes From The Organ Bench 
By Julie Allport 

As I begin this, my third installment in a series that I began shortly 
after the installation of our Smithson Family Organ in 2008, I am 
taking a moment to pat myself on the back for not taking another 
twelve years between articles! I also will do my best to avoid 
mentioning my issues with procrastination in future articles. I would 
like to provide some updates about music in our worship services. 

As I write this, we are well into our journey with live streamed worship 
services. In my previous article, I mentioned that we were preparing to add soloists and song leaders 
to actually sing the hymns while I am playing them to make it easier for at home viewers to follow 
along or to listen if that is preferred. We were able to include a song leader and live soloist for the 
first time on May 24 as we were joined by Beth Keefer. I must point out that having a song leader is 
very helpful to Pastor Scott and to me as well. Pastor Scott enjoys not being the only person in the 
room singing (although I will point out here that Pastor Scott has a very nice singing voice). As for me, 
the addition of a song leader definitely lowered my stress level. I have found playing hymns without a 
congregation singing along makes it much more possible to lose track of how many verses I have 
played. Imagine the tune of any familiar hymn and then imagine me thinking “intro, intro, intro…etc.,” 
then “verse 1, verse 1, verse 1…etc.,” then “verse 2,” well, I think you get the idea! I really enjoyed not 
having to do that on May 24. It is also nice to have the addition of a solo as a part of our service. 

I have begun to arrange for more song leaders and soloists to join us in worship. There will be times 
when the soloist will be prerecorded when safety dictates it, particularly when more than one person 
is involved. By the time this volume of the Lamplighter is released, we will have been joined by 
Reverend Merritt Schatz of Nottingham Presbyterian Church on May 31. Jean Bender, an active 
member and participant in the music program at NPC, will serve as soloist and as song leader that 
day. In June, we are looking forward to music offerings from Clyde Prigg and Pete Wolf from Shiloh 
Presbyterian Church. I am also in the process of reaching out to a number of our OPC musicians and 
hope to add their musical offerings to our services. 

One thing we have all learned in the past few months is how quickly things can change. This has been 
very true with how we present worship to our congregation. Some of these changes have actually been 
positive as we are now able to reach people who would not be able to worship with us in person. We 
have also had to keep up with the latest safety news, particularly with how to safely have singers in 
the worship service because the distancing requirements are greater than the usual “six feet apart” we 
have become so used to. Many of these requirements will stay with us as we move into the “yellow 
phase”. What I can tell you for sure that the music staff, Pastor Scott, and the Worship Committee will 
continue to find ways to present worship in ways that are safe and that we hope will be meaningful to 
all. I will close this in the way I did last month, thanking you all for your support and looking forward 
to the day we can all sing together again! 
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June Birthdays 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving 



Volume 33, Issue 6 Page 13 

 

 

Flickers of Light from the Weekly Wicks 

Bible Studies/Circles: 
Wednesdays at 11:00 A.M. Low-Tech No-Prep Bible study circle 
Sundays at 9:30 A.M. Low-Tech No-Prep Bible study circle 
Mondays at 6:30 A.M. - Women’s Zoom Bible Study 
Tuesdays at 7:30 A.M. Low-Tech No-Prep Bible study circle 
 
For more information, or to sign up for these groups please contact the 
church office at 610-932 9640 or oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com 
 
Worship Notes: 

June 14 – Rev. Dr. Frederick T. Faison, M.Ed., M.Div., E.D. 
Associate Dean of the College and Dean of Students 
University Chaplain & Director of Religious Activities 

2003 launched Rev. Faison into a unique journey in higher education serving as University 
Chaplain and Campus Pastor on two of America’s oldest Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. Rev. Faison started working at Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina as a 
First Year Program Professor. He then was promoted to be the First Year Program Assistant 
Director. While serving, he pursued a Master of Divinity degree at Shaw Divinity School and 
graduated in 2005. He then was selected to serve in a newly created position as the 
Associate Dean of Shaw University’s Thomas J. Boyd Chapel.  

Since February 2010, Reverend Faison ministers as a servant-leader at Lincoln University’s 
Mary Dod Brown Memorial Chapel in Pennsylvania. Reverend Faison preaches weekly in 
worship services, teaches Bible study and plans campus and community outreach programs. 
Reverend Faison was one of fifty selected to participate in Princeton University’s 2014 Black 
Theology and Leadership Institute. In November, he completed his pursuit of a Doctorate of 
Education in Higher Education at Union Institute and University in Cincinnati, Ohio.  

June 28 - Worship with Shiloh – Pete Wolf accompanist, Clyde Prigg song leader 

Carol Carter 

Geoff Henry 

Mike Latsch 

Dennis Tierson 

Donna Krauss 

Bethany Atkinson 

Mollie Hearne 

Steph Watson 

Elena Olivieri 

Claire Taylor 

Carole Derr 

Bernie Brown 

Dustin Jones 

BJ Meadowcroft 

Liza Slauch 

Win Slauch 

Danielle Stapleton 

John Stapleton 

Teressa Verkamp 

Justin Williams 

Erin Pennell 

ESSENTIAL WORKERS PRAYER REQUEST 


