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April 3

Wed. 12 noon-Lenten Lunch
Speaker-Megan Goers-Oxford Presbyterian Church

April 5-7 Women’s Retreat at St Mary of Providence Center
April 77-

Fifth Sunday in LentLent-Communion

April 10

Wed. 12 noon-Lenten Lunch
Speaker-Celeste Johnson-Youth and Family Teams

April 14

Palm Sunday

April18

Maundy Thursday Communion Service-7:00 P.M.

April 19

Good Friday Service 7:00 P.M. at Shiloh Presbyterian Church

April 21

Easter SundaySunday-Resurrection of the Lord–
Lord–Communion
7 A.M.-Sunrise Service on the Green
7:30-10:30 A.M.-Easter Breakfast-OPC Fellowship Hall

Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

8:15 A.M.-Early Worship
11:00 A.M.-Worship Service

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

We are His workmanship,
Created in Christ Jesus for good works,
Which God prepared beforehand,

HE IS RISEN!
Three simple words that lay at the center of our
faith. But more than just that, they lay at the
center of history, for in the events of Calvary and
the Garden Tomb, in the death and resurrection
of Jesus from the dead, our world has been
fundamentally changed. No longer doomed to
death and decay, through Jesus Christ the
universe is set on a path of healing, restoration,
and completion.

HE IS RISEN!
It becomes almost commonplace, doesn’t it? We
proclaim this week by week in our worship
services. We greet each other with a call and
response on Easter morning proclaiming the
resurrection. Many of us even adorn our necks
with crosses as reminders that Jesus conquered
the grave. We do all of that because of the
extraordinary nature of the Resurrection! Critics
of Christianity often deride its adherents as
foolish by citing the impossibility of this central
claim, failing to recognize that it is the very
outlandishness of the event that makes us deem
it worthy of building a faith around. The
Resurrection is the defining moment of human
history, the fulcrum point around which the
entirety of Creation pivots. It is indeed, not
merely the central claim of our faith, but central
to the nature of all things.

HE IS RISEN!
And yet, we often lose sight of that amazing
reality in our daily coming and going. When life
gets hard, when bills pile up, when terrible
headlines fill the news, it is easy to lose sight of
the fact that, in Jesus, everything is being made
new. That the whole nature of things as they
seem to be is indeed so much deeper, richer,
more complex and wonderful then we can yet
imagine. That on that first Easter morning, as

That we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:10
Thanks to all who attended the delicious farewell
luncheon provided for Rev. Steve Doutrich and
many thanks to those who prepared it! Although
OPC will miss him, we wish him God’s blessings
in his new assignment as Associate Pastor at
Media Mennonite Church of Oxford. Thanks to all
for your love gift to Steve of $1,250!! Thanks to
Lorraine Holton for assembling the OPC Memories
Book. Thanks to the awesome Youth for their gift!
THANKS A BUNCH, STEVE!
We thank Transitional Pastor Scott for continuing
to lead us through all the changes! We thank God
for providing extra strength and energy to all at
OPC.
The Pastor Nominating Committee continues to
meet each week with the purpose of getting
closer to attaining the permanent Pastor for
Oxford Presbyterian Church. Thanks for your
ongoing prayers for this important step in the life
of OPC! They will keep us up to date!
When you get a chance, say thanks to OPC
Property Committee for ALL they do in keeping
our church, grounds AND The Oaks Ministry
House in tiptop shape: Rob Shaffer, Chair, Julie
Allport, Clyde Prigg, Woody Hartgrove, Steve Hill,
Joe Bauer, Harold Walls, John Kraybill.
Thanks to the Deacons for all the work they do
behind the scenes. They will be preparing and
serving Easter Breakfast from 7:30-10:30 AM on
Easter Sunday. Thanks for completing the
Wellness Council Survey. It has provided lots of
information to aid the Deacons in future work.
The Kitchen Crew (Presbyterian Women) will
continue serving Lenten Luncheons throughout
the Lenten season. If you would like to help with
this ministry, please see Ila Barlow.

(Continued on page 7)
(Continued on page 8)
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Laura King

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Elaine Pennell
Gale Sauer

Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Ethel Backenstose
Beth Baity
Ann Terry

Goodbye Steve
On Sunday, March 24, we said goodbye to Rev. Steve
Doutrich, who served as our Director of Christian
Education since 2012. We had a great lunch prepared
by an extraordinary group of volunteers, a massive
collection of chocolate desserts, and a touching sendoff speech by Stephanie Ewing on behalf of the Youth
Group.
We will miss Steve, but
wish him well in his new
career at Media Mennonite
Church.

Easter Breakfast
April 21, 2019
7:30 to 10:30 A.M.

The Deacons invite the congregation to the Annual Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 21, 2019. A
full buffet breakfast of pancakes, eggs, bacon,
creamed dried beef, sausage, potato casserole,
toast, fruit, coffee, tea and juice will be available
from 7:30 to 10:30 A.M. Oxford community early
risers attending the sunrise service on the green
will be able to eat as soon as the service is over.
There is no cost but a donation basket will be
available to help with food costs. Please join us
for this annual Easter celebration.
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Community Meal Hosted by
Oxford Lions Club
April 28-5:30-7:00 ..
It is FREE and Everyone is

welcome to share good food
and fellowship.
Come and fellowship with your neighbors.
submitted by Beverly Hartgrove

Marion Asel and Krystine
Sipple, NSC,
Robin Martin, Oaks Ministry

Buzz Tyson, Lighthouse Youth Center,
Bev Hartgrove & Jackie Caleb, Outreach

Outreach Budget Expenses 2019
5.412
5.431
5.432
5.433
5.434
5.435
5.436
5.437
5.438
5.439
5.440
5.441
5.442
5.443
5.451
5.452
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Basic Mission Support
Neighborhood Services Center
Oxford Senior Center
Domestic Violence Center
Lighthouse Ministry
Miscellaneous Local Mission
Local Peacemaking Offering 25%
Christmas Food Boxes
Community Meal Expenses
Family Promise
ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking)
Chester County Children, Inc.
Oaks Ministry
Meeting Ground
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Special Appeals/Disaster Relief

6,000
8,000
800
500
2,000
3,000
300
900
1,500
1,000
800
800
700
500
800
2,000

June Hoffman with
Linda Mercner from
YoungMoms

DONATIONS FOR THE
LIGHTHOUSE YOUTH CENTER
The month of April we will be collecting for
the Lighthouse Youth Center in the wagon
and basket. Food, snack and paper product
donations were requested by Buzz Tyson.
A list will be on the table in the Narthex
and a box provided there also.

Thank you!
LAMPLIGHTER

La Communidad Hispana (LCH) hosted the March Community Meal. Great chili served 70 of us and our neighbors.
Some blood pressures readings were done by a nurse.

One Great Hour of
Sharing
Your gifts to this offering provide
core funding for the work of PDA,
enabling immediate response to
national and international
disasters and strengthening ongoing work such as
training and development, refugee ministry, and
response to disasters that do not receive media
attention.
OGHS funds are divided among Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, Self-Development of People (SDOP), and the
Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). 32% of the offering
goes to SDOP, 32% of the offering goes to PDA and 36%
goes to PHP. To designate. Our offering will be taken on
Easter Sunday. Please give generously.

Join Presbyterians from across the US
in Baltimore, MD for an energizing
three days of workshop, Bible studies,
learning opportunities and active
engagement with one another and the
community. More information to come.

One Great Hour is a Christian effort to
empower, provide water, supply food,
and give relief from disasters.

Water Projects:
We currently have projects
in over 20 countries.

Hunger Relief:
We are feeding the
hungry all over the world.

Disaster Relief:
Not just immediate responses,
but long-term commitment.

GIVE SHARE YOUR FINANCIAL BLESSINGS TO HELP
DISASTER SURVIVORS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.
ACT

GET INVOLVED WITH DISASTER RECOVERY
MINISTRY.

Empowerment:
Helping men and women
provide for their families.

PRAY OUR BEST RESPONSE IS PRAYER. SEEK GOD’S
PRESENCE ON BEHALF OF DISASTER SURVIVORS.

We are answering Christ’s call
all over the world. Join us.
Volume 32, Issue 4
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The March “Did
You Know?” piece.

After some delay, the archives committee
has begun its work. Our primary task is to
review the materials currently housed in the
front room on the third floor. The goal is to
organize, preserve and file the useful
records, and dispose of the rest.

Is it an altar or a table? The Presbyterian/
Reformed understanding of the Lord’s Supper is
one of thanksgiving and remembrance for the
self-offering of Jesus Christ once and for all
time on a cross in Jerusalem. Christ’s perfect
sacrifice of love and service is not re-enacted or
reactualized at the Lord’s Supper; rather, in the
joyful feast of eucharistic celebration, we offer
our praise and thanksgiving to God for this
amazing gift. Furthermore, the sacrament that
Christ instituted for the remembrance of him
takes the form of a simple meal — a sharing of
bread and wine. Therefore, it is Presbyterian
practice to refer to the Lord’s table rather than
an altar. To be sure, the memorial (or
anamnesis) of Christ’s death and resurrection is
an integral part of the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper. This is one of several theological
themes implicit in the eucharistic meal. Others
include: thanksgiving to God for the gifts and
goodness of creation, prayer for the fruitful
reception of the sacrament through the Holy
Spirit, the communion of the faithful in the
presence of Christ and the anticipation or
foretaste of the heavenly banquet in the
kingdom of God. Around the symbol of the
“table” there is room for this rich feast of
sacramental meaning. Source: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/
faq/faq-lordssupper/
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Our new files and current workspace are
located in a corner of Room 207. Church
committees and others with responsibilities
for Session minutes, Deacon activity,
financial stewardship, special funds,
Christian education, property and other
official records, should make themselves
known to Dick Winchester. Consultation is
appropriate before we shred or relocate
stuff that is still useful.
Thanks for your cooperation.
Dick Winchester

OPC WOMEN’S RETREAT APRIL 5-7, 2019 –
Contact Mollie Hearne at 610-425-8389 or
mhearne87@gmail.com or visit https://
tinyurl.com/opwretreat for more retreat
information.
LAMPLIGHTER

OPC will be a participating team again in the Relay for Life of
Southern Chester County at Oxford. Relay for Life is an
organized, overnight fundraising walk where team members
take turns walking around a track. Many teams even camp out at
the track for the night. It is a family-friendly event filled with fun, food, games,
music, and entertainment.
This year’s Relay will start on June 14, 2019 at 4 P.M. and run through
Noon on June 15 at the Oxford Area Football Stadium (301 S. 5th Street,
Oxford). This is an opportunity for OPC to not only support our community but
to celebrate those who have won their battle against cancer, support those still
in the battle, remember those no longer with us, and fight back against this
disease that robs so many of so much.
The theme of our Relay this year is “Game On” as we enjoy activities centered
around board games. The flier for this year’s event reminds us that “LIFE be a
TWISTER, but SORRY cancer We’re In It To Win It! “Make sure to mark your
calendar, be looking for upcoming information on the many ways to get
involved, and get your walking shoes ready!
For more information contact Barbara Boyle at 484-667-2022
or bboyle57@gmail.com

(Pastor’s Corner, Continued from page 2)

confused, grieving, bedraggled disciples
encountered an empty tomb, the very arc of
history had already been realigned toward
healing, wholeness, completion. This Easter,
may you know that in Jesus Christ our world is
held together, and being brought into fullness
by the hand of a loving God.

HE IS RISEN INDEED!
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(Session Notes—Continued from page 2)
Outreach Ministry does a LOT for us, this community and the world! Thanks Outreach members for
your caring spirits! Thanks for sharing March Minute for Mission Month.
You can still pay your Per Capita amount of $34.78 anytime during this year, checks made out to
Oxford Presbyterian Church. OPC sends in the payment to Donegal Presbytery for everyone, which is
based on our current membership. Soon you will be seeing some information on what Per Capita is
used for in helping others. Thanks for your support!

Report From The Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC)
The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) spent the month of
March conducting interviews. Please continue to keep us in
your payers as we discuss their next steps forward.
The Pastor Nominating Committee

Oxford Presbyterian Church is
seeking a full-time

Transitional Director of Spiritual Formation
to lead our Christian Education program for a term of six months. If
you or someone you know might be interested in this position, here is
a link to the job description on the OPC Website:
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/03/job-description328.pdf
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S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord)
Activities
Sat., 4/13/19 – Wayvine
Winery, Wine Tasting –
Meet at 1 .!. 4374 Forge
Rd., Nottingham, PA 19362.
Cost: $10 to sample three
white & three red wines. If
prefer just whites or reds,
then $6. I will bring cheese
and crackers. Please let me
know if you are coming.
Open to suggestions. Any questions or concerns,
please call, text or email me.
Carol Latsch, SAIL Coordinator
luvmy4gkids@icloud.com / 484-686-7735
**Please call/email me with your name, church
affiliation & cell/home phone number if
attending.** (Prefer just adults, no children) Any
questions please contact me.
Carol Latsch, S.A.I.L. Coordinator at Oxford
Presbyterian Church
Luvmy4gkids@icloud.com / cell: 484-686-7735

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating,
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking
Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
Monthly Meeting: (New Time)
First Thursday: February–May
6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
The Oxford Public Library (New Location)
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363
Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.
Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888

Apple Festival Meeting –
April 28 after the 11:00 service
Library/Conference Room
This is the 30th year for the Apple
Festival. We want to make it a grand
occasion.
Come join us as we plan the festival
and determine this year’s
beneficiary.
Volume 32, Issue 4

CALLING ALL
KNITTERS!
Learn how to knit
Prayer Squares. We
seem to need more
and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays
from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the
Bride’s Parlor.
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Parking Notes from Session
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a busy church,
providing many opportunities for our members
to minister to each other and to the community,
and affording meeting space for a number of
civic groups including scouts, the WIC program,
our community meals, and the Battleground
Ministry. We also host the Oaks Ministry in the
house on our property, which provides year-long
transitional housing residencies to women. We
are grateful to God for these many opportunities
to offer hospitality. Part of the way we choose to
practice welcome is by offering those that use
our facility access to parking. Our property has
thirty parking spots. During busy times finding a
safe place to park can be extremely difficult.
As members of a church with a parking lot in
town, it is natural to assume we can utilize the
spaces and avoid feeding a meter or parking
further afield. Most of the time, this is absolutely
fine! We do have some busy times during the
week when finding enough parking for program
participants can be a real challenge. These
include Wednesday and Thursday nights, and the
fourth Sunday evening of each month, when we
host a community meal. And of course, special
events at the Church can also cause a strain on
our available parking. With all of this in mind, we
are asking our members to consider a few things
when you are in need of parking in the
downtown:
•

Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday nights, as
well as special events (church holidays,
weddings, funerals, banquets, fundraisers,
etc.) are busy times for our campus. At those
times, we kindly ask that you reserve the
church parking lots for program participants.

•

Checking in with Clyde or the office staff
before leaving your car to attend to business
is always appreciated, as they are aware of
any upcoming events which will require
ample parking.
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•

In the absence of staff, Eryn does an excellent
job of maintaining our Church calendar,
which is posted on our website. A quick look
at that can let you know what is happening
on the campus that day so as to determine
whether or not our programs will need the
spaces.

•

When the parking lot looks full and just a few
spots remain, we invite you to consider
leaving those spots for those who most need
them, such as folks with mobility issues, lots
to carry, or young children. And if you fall
into that category, please use the spot!

It has been amazing to see how our family of
faith has already risen to the challenge of the
closure of the public parking lot. True to form,
the people of OPC have been conscientious and
considerate, and quick to follow Paul’s
instruction to the Philippians to “look not to your
own interests, but to the interests of
others” (Philippians 2:4). We are grateful for all
you are doing to ensure OPC continues its legacy
as a welcoming place in service to its
community.

LAMPLIGHTER

Upcoming Events at the Oxford Senior Center:
April 2, 16, 30 @ 1–2:30 P.M. – Daytime Fun and Dance. Join us for Line Dancing
with Instructor Shirley Mackey, who has 23 years of dance experience ranging
from line dances and swing to jitter bug and two-step. She teaches an
assortment of popular line dances such as the Electric Slide, Cha Cha, Tuh=sh
Push, Boot Scootin’ Boogie and more!! The class will be held at the Oxford
Church of the Nazarene on Locust Street in their Lower Level Fellowship Hall.
R.S.V.P. please.

RSVPforallOxfordSenior
CenterActivitiesbycalling
theOxfordAreaSenior
Centerat610-932-5244or
Email:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

April 5, 12 @ 6–7:30 P.M. – Evening Fun and Dance. See above for details.
R.S.V.P. please.
April 8 @ 1–2 P.M. – FREE Couponing Class #1. Always wanted to learn how to
coupon? This class is open to all age groups, so come and join us and learn
how to save some money! This class will be held at First Baptist Church on
Market Street, Oxford. Class size is limited to 20 participants. R.S.V.P. please.
April 22 @ 1–2 P.M. – FREE Couponing Class #2. To attend this class you must
have already attended the Couponing Class #1. See above for more details.
R.S.V.P. please.
April l7 @ 6:00–8:00 P.M. – New Knitting and Crocheting Circle. OASC will supply
the yarn and knitting needles or crochet hooks if you do not have your own.
We will work on making blankets for the local dog shelters or you can work on
a project of your own. Bring a snack and a beverage and enjoy some social
time and make new friends. All ages are welcome. The Circle will meet monthly
on the third Wednesday of the month.
April l7 @ Half-Hour Sessions from 6:00–8:00 P.M. – Discover the Benefits of
Reflexology: A Caring touch that reduces stress and enhances quality of life.
Elaine Pinno, certified Reflexologist with Judy Hasting Styling Salon will explain
how reflexology is used for stress reduction and relaxation, etc. Cost for the
class is $20 for a half-hour session. Space is limited so R.S.V.P. please.
April 24 @ 6:30–8:30 P.M. – Genealogy Research Workshop with Genealogist
Kristine Parkes, who will be teaching a monthly class at the Oxford Area
Senior Center. She will help participants research their family history and share
her experiences. R.S.V.P. please for this free program.

Check out the bulletin board in the first floor hallway for
complete descriptions of these activities.

Can Tabs

The next meeting is
April 29, 2019
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Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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Wellness
Council
Of Oxford Presbyterian Church

Stress was identified by about one third who
completed the wellness survey. Stress
untreated can cause physical symptoms. What
is stress? Your body is reacting to something
and responds in a “fight or flight” reaction or
the “stress response.” It is your body’s way of
protecting you. Ex: when you slam on the
brakes to avoid a car accident.

When stress continues and no relief happens it
will become chronic stress which can suppress
your immune system, upset your digestive and
reproductive systems, increase the risk of
heart attack and stroke, encounter sleep
problems, speed up the aging process and
could leave you being more vulnerable to
anxiety and depression.
Symptoms: memory problems, inability to
concentrate, poor judgment, anxious or racing
thoughts, constant worrying, depression or
unhappiness, anxiety or agitation, irritability or
anger, feeling overwhelmed, loneliness and
isolation, increase use of alcohol, drugs or
cigarettes in attempt to relax.
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Top Ten stressful life events: death of a spouse,
divorce, marriage separation, imprisonment,
death of a close family member, injury or illness,
marriage, job loss, marriage reconciliation and
retirement.
Ways to cope and reduce stress: Exercise can lift
your mood such as walking, swimming, dancing.
Talking with others face-to-face, including
socializing which helps you feel better vs. being
alone. Eating a healthy diet which includes: fresh
fruit and vegetables, high quality protein and
omega-3 fatty acids. Learn to relax by doing
yoga, meditation, Tai Chi, massage and deep
breathing.
When you learn to relax your heart rate slows
down, breathing becomes slower and deeper,
blood pressure drops or stabilizes, muscles relax
and blood flow to the brain increases. Also will
have more energy and be able to focus better.
You may also consider using free audio and apps.
It is important to find what is most helpful for

you. Another form of relaxation is visualization,
where you picture in your mind a scene such as
the beach, the mountains and a favorite vacation
spot. There are apps for this too which can
include sounds of rain, ocean waves, birds
chirping or wind chimes. Only five minutes can be
beneficial but of course you can do longer, such
as 15 minutes. Practice each day to help you
control your stress and feel better.
Carol Latsch, OPC Wellness Council
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Learning
Ministry
April 7th at 6 ..—No Meeting on Easter Sunday

Vacation Bible School
June 23-27
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Capital
Campaign
Status Update
Page 14

Pledges

503,000.00

Bailey Gi

317,900.00

Total Pledges

820,900.00

pledges received to date

348,157.00

Bailey Gi Rec’d

317,900.00

Total Pledges Received

666,057.00
LAMPLIGHTER

April Birthdays
1
2
2
2
3
4
5
6
6
10
11
12
12

Tanner Smith
Sherry Andrews
Blaire Hastings
Lou Chance
Jenna Hammond
John Lilley
Melissa Crawford
William Woolston
Ed Jefferis
Lauren Tyson
Karen Henry
Abigail Gehm
Bill Stullken

12
15
16
16
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
19
19

Eric Grubb
Julia Perry
Alex Johnson
Shelley Meadowcroft
Dotty Rhodes
Raymond Kodish
Jelina Gatlin
Andrew Kamp
Ryan Tackett
Brooke Cave
Kimberly Smith
Daren Verkamp
Mary Ann Harvey

21
21
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
24

Amin Turns
Suzanne Herr
Erin Barlow
Cole Jennings
Shirley Barker
Thomas Cave
Karen Williams
Justin Williams
Greyson Cowan
Brady Lane
Joshua Chimchirian
Katie Fanning
Matthew Barlow

24
24
24
26
26
27
27
29
29
30
30
30

Ryan Montgomery
Stefanie Watson
Evan Hartman
Mary Alice Hoffman
Mitch Perry
Beth Groseclose
Grace Eagle
Kathy Elters
Kendra Taylor
Carol Groff
Jim Nelles
Michael Watson

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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April Calendar
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