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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

March 6 Ash Wednesday
12 NOON – Lenten Lunch
Speaker: Rev. Scott Szabo,
Oxford Presbyterian Church
Ash Wednesday Service – 7:00 P.M.
March 10 First Sunday in Lent
Daylight Saving Time begins
Widows’ Tea at 3 P.M. in the Parlor
March 13 Wednesday
12 NOON – Lenten Lunch
Speaker-Jeff Sanders
March 17 Second Sunday in Lent
March 20 Wednesday – 12 NOON – Lenten Lunch
Speaker: Paul Matthews, Eli Seth Matthews Foundation
March 24 Third Sunday in Lent
Community Meal – 5:30-7:00 P.M.
March 27 Wednesday – 12 NOON – Lenten Lunch
Speaker: Linda Mercner, Young Moms
March 31 Fourth Sunday in Lent
April 3 Wednesday – 12
Speaker: TBA

NOON

– Lenten Lunch

April 5-7 Women’s Retreat at St. Mary of Providence Center
April 7 Fifth Sunday in Lent – Communion
April 10 Wednesday – 12 NOON – Lenten Lunch
Speaker: Celeste Johnson, Youth and Family Teams
April 14 Palm Sunday
April18 Maundy Thursday Communion Service – 7:00 P.M.
April 19 Good Friday Service – 7:00 P.M. at Shiloh Presbyterian Church
April 21 Easter Sunday – Resurrection of the Lord – Communion
7:00
Sunrise Service
7:30-10:30
Easter Breakfast – OPC Fellowship Hall
8:15
Early Worship
11:00
Worship Service

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Praise God from whom all
Blessings flow!
2 Timothy 3:16,17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcng and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Usually by the time March rolls around I have
thoroughly forsaken any New Year’s resolutions
I’ve made. Perhaps you can identify. Fortunately,
this March affords an excellent opportunity to
commit to our daily disciplines again with the
beginning of Lent. This forty day period
(excluding Sundays) is a time of fasting and
repentance as we prepare for the celebration of
Easter.
A long standing tradition of Lent involves giving
something up. Be it sweets, meat, television, or
something else, fasting during the forty days of
Lent is intended to make us mindful of our
longing, to turn to prayer, and so to recognize
that it is only God who can fulfill and sustain us.
We do not count Sundays as part of the forty
days of Lent because each Sunday of the year is
an occasion to celebrate the resurrection, a
reminder that in Jesus Christ, the bridegroom
has come, and the wedding banquet has begun.
Something else we might choose to sacrifice is
time, say ten, fifteen, or thirty minutes each day
to read the Bible. I cannot stress how critically
important it is for Christians to be spending time
regularly and frequently immersed in the
Scriptures. And nothing explains the Bible’s
importance better than the Bible itself. Paul says
that Scripture is important because it is Godbreathed and useful for teaching, correcting, and
training in righteousness. What this means is
that the Scripture, along with the Holy Spirit that
opens our eyes and ears to understanding the
Bible, teaches us how we are to pursue our
Christian calling.

The Blood Drive will be held on Friday, March
29 from 2-7 P.M at the Oxford United Methodist
Church, corner of Market and Addison Streets,
Oxford, PA. They have a parking lot! If you
have questions, please see Carol Latsch, OPC
Deacon Blood Drive Liaison. We will keep you
posted on dates for the rest of 2019 blood
drives, which will be held at OUMC!
The Pastor Nominating Committee has
announced the Ministry Information Form (MIF)
has been approved by Donegal Presbytery and
is posted on the website for potential
candidates to apply for the permanent Pastor
position at Oxford Presbyterian. To date 117
candidates have applied. The PNC meets
weekly and goes over each application. Thanks
for your ongoing prayers for this important
step in the life of OPC! The PNC will continue
keeping us up to date!
Thanks to the Deacons for providing the
delicious luncheon before the Annual
Corporation and Congregation meeting on
Sunday, February 10, 2019. We appreciate all
who stayed for the meeting. Thanks to all for
providing reports for the Annual Report.
Special thanks to Lorraine Holton for extra
time and energy in preparing the Annual
Report copies for all.
The Kitchen Crew will be serving Lenten
Luncheons again this year, beginning on Ash
Wednesday, March 6 at 12 NOON and
continuing each Wednesday throughout the
Lenten season. If you would like to help with
this ministry, please see Ila Barlow.
We are persevering with the changes due to
the construction of the new parking garage.
Parking is still free on Sundays and we can
park off Route 472 by Bright Beginnings and
the Memorial Park and on Western Terrace and
(Continued on page 8)

(Continued on page 5)
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Laura King

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Elaine Pennell
Gale Sauer

Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Beth Baity
Ann Terry
Ethel Backenstose

Discourse
from the
Director
This month ushers in one of most anticipated
seasons of the year – Spring. With Spring we
realize warmer temperatures and the first sight
and smell of colorful and fragrant flowers. I
begin planting seeds for the summer garden
season inside while planting the spring crop
seeds outside.
Everything comes back to life after a cold, dreary
winter. The new life we see in nature each Spring
should be a reminder to us of the new life we
have in Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “This
means that anyone who belongs to Christ has
become a new person. The old life is gone;
a new life has begun!” Our new life means that
now we live to honor and glorify God and that
we no longer live to please ourselves.
With Spring about to begin and Lent starting the
first week in March, it would be a great time to
add a new dimension to your spiritual life. It
could be a spiritual discipline like prayer, Bible
reading, Bible memorization, Church attendance,
fasting, to name a few. Maybe it could be
helping someone less fortunate than you.
Whatever you choose to do, it will celebrate your
new life in Christ.
As we rejoice in the new life of Spring, I hope
you will celebrate the new life you have in Christ!

Does anyone remember our
little lamp lighter logo from
years past? Well, thanks to
Dennis Tierney, he’s been
redrawn and spiffed up, and
we’ll be using him again in
this and future Lamplighters.
We won’t replace the flame
logo, but he’ll be somewhere
in each issue.
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Community Meal Hosted by
March 24-5:30-7:00 .. It is
FREE and Everyone is

welcome to share good food
and fellowship.
Come and fellowship with your neighbors.
submitted by Beverly Hartgrove

MARCH IS MISSION MONTH

Outreach Budget Expenses 2019
5.412 Basic Mission Support

6,000

5.431 Neighborhood Services Center

8,000

5.432 Oxford Senior Center

800

5.433 Domestic Violence Center

500

5.434 Lighthouse Ministry

2,000

5.435 Miscellaneous Local Mission

3,000

5.436 Local Peacemaking Offering 25%

300

5.437 Christmas Food Boxes

900

5.438 Community Meal Expenses

1,500

5.439 Family Promise

1,000

5.440 ACE (Anti- Human Trafficking)

800

5.441 Chester County Children, Inc.

800

5.442 Oaks Ministry

700

5.443 Meeting Ground

500

5.451 Onesimus Prison Ministry

800

5.452 Special Appeals/Disaster Relief

2,000

The Outreach Committee has invited Mission
Representatives to speak at a Minute for Mission
at each of the services in March. The schedule
is:
March 3

Neighborhood Services Center

March 10

Onesimus Ministry

March 17

Lighthouse Youth Ministry

March 24

Oaks Ministry

March 31

Young Mom’s Group

Our budget is included so that you can see the
areas of congregational giving. Our budget
includes a prison ministry, three homeless
programs, domestic violence, anti-human
trafficking, two children’s programs, our local
neighborhood services center and senior center.
Beyond that as a church we are sponsoring
community meals and the Christmas Food Boxes
as a community ministry.
Thank you for your giving spirit and caring
for our neighbors.
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CALLING ALL
KNITTERS! Learn how
to knit Prayer Squares.
We seem to need more
and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays
from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the
Bride’s Parlor.

STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
As of 2/28/2019, we
have received 92 pledge
cards for a total of $261,608.00. Thank
you to those of you who returned your
pledge cards, and it is not too late to
submit your 2019 pledge.
(Pastor’s Corner, Continued from page 2)

We are to have a friendship with God, but if we don’t take time to learn about who God is through
reading God’s autobiography, are we being good friends?
We are to pray, but if we are not reading the Bible and learning the way to pray from the many
prayers offered in Scripture, how do we know we are asking the right things?
We are to be the Church, but if we are not consulting God’s book, how can we expect to faithfully be
God’s people?
If you are already reading your Bible faithfully, good for you. If not, let me try to encourage you. If
you were to commit to reading four or five chapters of the Bible each day, or if reading is difficult,
then listening to four or five chapters of an audio recording of the Bible each day, you would be able
to make it through the whole Bible in the time remaining in 2019. And then in 2020, you could do it
all over again, or you could work on understanding a particular book in the Bible more deeply by
reading it slowly or several times throughout the year. One way or another your relationship with
God, your understanding and involvement in the Church, and your witness to Christ would all be
dramatically improved. And that is a resolution worth making and keeping.
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This is a compilation of January’s “Did You Know?” pieces
that appeared in the weekly bulletins.

Each Sunday, we respond to the Word of God being read and proclaimed by affirming our faith with a creed, a historic statement of what the Church believes.
On many Sundays we recite the Apostles’ Creed, but whenever communion is celebrated we use the words of the Nicene Creed. Whereas the language of the
Apostles’ Creed is singular (“I believe”), and is thus well-suited for times when
the members of the Church remember their Baptism, the language of the Nicene
Creed is plural (“We believe”) making it especially appropriate for the Church that
gathers together around Christ’s table.
The Nicene Creed details the Church’s belief about who God is. In its present
form the Creed traces its development to three major events. The first, in 325 AD
was the Council of Nicea. This gathering of bishops from around the ancient
world was called by the Roman Emperor Constantine, who had recently made
Christianity the official religion of the land. Interested in keeping the peace, Constantine called the
council in order to end a raging debate about the nature of the Son of God. Some who followed the
teachings of Arius, claimed that the Son was not eternal like the Father, but instead was the very first
creation of the Father, far above the rest of the created order, but in no fashion equal to the one, true
God. Others, led by Athanasius of Alexandria insisted that God could only be the eternal Father if
there was also an eternal Son. This argument carried the day, and led to the basic framework of the
Creed, which claims the Son of God to be of “one being” with the Father, eternally begotten by the Father, not made.
A later council of the Church that took place at Constantinople (now its Istanbul, not Constantinople)
in 381 is believed to be the source of the Creed’s discussion of the Holy Spirit and the Church. Here, it
is noted that the Spirit “with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified.” This means that the
Church recognizes the Spirit of God as Divine, just as it does the Father and the Son. We assert this by
speaking of God as Trinity, that is one God in three persons, and three persons in one God.
The last major development of the Creed is presented in our hymnal in parentheses. The three small
words “and the Son,” contributed to a major divide between the Eastern (Orthodox) and Western
(Roman Catholic and Protestant) churches that persists to this day. The Latin term for this phrase,
which is filioque, began to be added to the Creed by some churches in the West during the sixth century, and it was officially endorsed by the Roman Church in 1014. The debate that ensued concerns
the right understanding of the relationship between the persons of the Trinity. For those who support
the Filioque’s inclusion it seems only logical that if the Son shares the “being” of the Father that the
Divine Love that is the Spirit should proceed from both Father and Son. For opponents of this clause
its inclusion seems a threat to any distinction between Father and Son, one that is crucial to our very
understanding of the one God as a community of three distinct persons. Our hymnal’s inclusion of this
text in parentheses helps us to remember that our global Christian family is diverse in belief and practice, and that God’s nature is beyond the limits of our language and theology. Instead, we are welcomed to experience awe and wonder in the face of holy mysteries.
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Presbyterians have summed up our reason for existence in what we call the Six
Great Ends of the Church. The Great Ends of the Church are statements that were
crafted in the early 20th century to guide the vision and mission of the Presbyterian Church. They are listed in the Book of Order as follows:
The proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind
The shelter, nurture and spiritual fellowship of the children of God
The maintenance of divine worship
The preservation of the truth
The promotion of social righteousness
The exhibition of the kingdom of heaven to the world
Today we look at the front banner in the sanctuary. Under the banner is a framed
write up explaining the symbolism of each.
“The shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the Children of God:
Multi-hued hands represent all the children of God. The dove’s wings are tipped downward, sheltering the people of God. The triangle of light links the dove to the people.”
“The exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world:
The dove is in flight over the globe, carrying an olive branch, as after the great Flood. This
represents the eighth day of creation, God’s grace coming into the world, the reign of God
proclaimed by Jesus Christ. The rainbow rising behind the earth represents the dawning of
God’s kingdom.”

This fall it will be fifty (50) years since the opening of the Oxford Community Preschool! In June of 1969, Dorothea Murray asked the OPC session
to start a Kindergarten for disadvantaged kids. Session approved her request and a $6,000 subsidy from the Springer Fund created the preschool
that September and then it was used for scholarships. Nicole Hartman
took over as director in 2004 with about fifty students. Enrollment has
more than doubled with approximately 110 students this year. Currently, over $6,000 is given out
in scholarships from the preschool budget. This has been happening for approximately the last six
years. Faith Based Friday was started a few years ago which educates fifteen students weekly. The
preschool donates to OPC through their Jump-a-thon, canned good drive, sock and underwear tree,
pasta bingo, holiday event, food box program, and 10,000 Villages. The Oxford Community Preschool feels it is important to give back to the church and has done so by adding two new preschool
bathrooms (one is in the Sunday school room), new counter tops in two of the preschool rooms with
two more being done this spring, painting three classrooms, and providing new shelves in the attic
for preschool supplies to help organize the third floor.

The black gown that is commonly worn by Presbyterian ministers is called a Geneva
gown. Since the 16th century Presbyterian ministers have been likely to wear a “Geneva
gown,” following in the steps of John Calvin, who proudly preached and taught in his
doctoral robe. This gown is a black robe that symbolizes scholarly training and
learned preaching, a historical value and strength of the Reformed tradition. The addition of three bars called chevrons to the bell and cuffed sleeves signifies the minister
has earned an academic doctoral degree. The general purposes of a robe are to establish authority of the office, to remove any distraction about the person officiating, and
thus to illumine the Word of God preached. The goal is dignity, reverence and to set
the pastor’s message apart from the everyday.
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(Session Notes—Continued from page 2)
Coach Street. Ware Presbyterian Village residents will be given rides by shuttle to the 11 A.M. worship
service.
At our February 10, 2019 Session Meeting, we elected Geoffrey Henry as our Corporate President and,
as always, elected Beth Keefer as our Corporate Treasurer. Because OPC is bicameral, the Ruling
Elders serve as the Trustees for the Corporation.
Per Geoff Henry, Stewardship Committee Chairman, we have received 92 pledges totaling $261,608
for 2019, which is more than last year. Thanks to all for your commitments in helping OPC continue
sharing the unconditional love of Jesus Christ to us, our community and the world. If you haven’t
pledged, please know you can still do so. Thanks to all for your tithes, time and talents given to OPC.
Here are the new Officers for 2021. They were Ordained/Installed at both services on Sunday,
February 17, 2019.
SESSION (Elders)

DEACONS

Class of 2021
Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Laura King
Two more needed

Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Elizabeth (Beth) Baity
Ann Terry
Ethel Backenstose (will be Installed at a later date).

Winter Tea – A Gathering of Widows
Sunday, March 10
3 P.M. in the Parlor
All widows are welcome to enjoy fellowship
and support .
Tea and light refreshments.
RSVP to Oxford Presbyterian
610610-932932-9640
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S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord)
Activities
Saturday, 3/9/19 at 12 P.M.
Lunch at Twelves Grill & Café,
10 Exchange Place,
West Grove, PA.
Used to be an historic bank.
**DEALINE IS 3/7 AS
RESERVATIONS ARE
NEEDED.**
Open to suggestions.

**Please call/email me with
your name, church
affiliation & cell/home phone number if
attending.** (Prefer just adults, no children) Any
questions please contact me.
Carol Latsch, S.A.I.L. Coordinator at Oxford
Presbyterian Church
Luvmy4gkids@icloud.com / cell: 484-686-7735

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating,
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking
Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
Monthly Meeting: (New Time)
First Thursday: February–May
6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
The Oxford Public Library (New Location)
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363
Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.
Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888

NOMADS
The next gathering of
NOMADS is on March 23.
There is a sign-up sheet in
the church office or contact
Ethel Backenstose at
610-869-6569 or Carolyn
Gandin at 610-467-1195
for more information.
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Report From The Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC)
Life marches on in the life of our congregation and also with
your Pastor Nominating Committee! We have been busy and
continue to meet weekly, as well as communicate via phone
or electronically almost daily.
Our last two monthly reports focused on getting our Ministry Information Form (MIF) approved by
the Presbytery and beginning to advertise for the position.
Today, we are squarely at the step of reviewing candidates! We have evaluated 120+ potential
candidates utilizing criteria from the congregational survey and are now focused on a short list of
very well-qualified candidates. We are enthused about the strength of preaching we have seen (and
we have listened to a LOT of sermons!) and the quality of leaders we have discovered. We have now
begun conversations with some of them. What a blessing to have today’s computer resources!
New candidates are referred to us or send us their PIFs as an ongoing process, even as we are
reviewing other candidates that were matched through the PCUSA Church Leadership Connection
service. We will be continuing to conduct confidential candidate assessment and recruiting efforts
over the coming months.
We’re so grateful that God already knows who our next senior pastor will be, and we seek the Holy
Spirit’s guidance in recognizing and selecting just that person for His church at OPC. Please
understand that this process is not a time-bound one, but be confident that your Pastoral
Nominating Committee is working diligently to complete the mission as quickly as possible. In the
interim period, we are truly blessed with an exceptional transitional pastor in Rev. Scott Szabo and
appreciate his leadership during this time, as well as the tireless efforts and care of our entire staff.
Please keep us in your prayers as we continue this important work, and thank you for your trust in
us as we work to select OPC’s next pastor!
The Pastor Nominating Committee

Can Tabs

The next meeting is
March 25, 2019

Volume 32, Issue 3

Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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What are “Lenten Lunches” at Oxford Presbyterian?
During Lent, the 40 days leading up to Easter, Presbyterian Women serve
a simple soup and sandwich lunch on Wednesdays, beginning on Ash
Wednesday. Each week, a member of the Oxford community will be there
to share their Faith journey with us in an informal 15 minute talk. We
begin serving lunch at noon and are ready to leave around 12:30 or so.
Everyone is Welcome to come and see what God has done !! Bring a
friend!!
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Learning
Ministry

Thank you for your support of our
Summer Missions Team!!

We had a wonderful breakfast! We had wonderful
fellowship! It was a GREAT time for all!!

Our next fundraiser is Zook’s
Chicken, Beef and Sausage
Pies. Plus we will be selling
Apple Dumplings too!

March 3

We will be selling
in March and April
with an April 12
delivery! Watch for
details!

March 17

CHANGE OF PLANS!
VBS – June 23-27
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OPC WOMEN’S RETREAT APRIL 5-7, 2019 –
Be sure to sign up for the Women’s Retreat!!!
Registration forms are available in the church
office. You can also contact Mollie Hearne at
610-425-8389 or mhearne87@gmail.com or
visit https://tinyurl.com/opwretreat for more
retreat information.

Donegal Presbytery’s Leader Development Day 2019
Sunday, March 3, 2019 from 2 P.M . to 5 P.M .
(snow date March 10)
Highland Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, PA
(www.highlandpc.org)
Workshop Topics Include:
Clerks of Session Training for New & Experienced Clerks
New & Experienced Ruling Elder Training
Deacon/Visitation Training
PDA Training: Preparation as a Faithful Calling
Worship that is Welcoming to Today’s Families
More information is available in the church office or on the Donegal Presbytery Website:
http://www.donegalpby.org/.

Capital
Campaign
Status Update
Page 14

Pledges

503,000.00

Bailey Gi

317,900.00

Total Pledges

820,900.00

Pledges received to date

343,612.00

Bailey Gi Rec’d

317,906.00

Total Pledges Received

661,519.00
LAMPLIGHTER

March Birthdays
1
2
3
3
7
7
9
9
10
10
10

Rachel Neumoyer
Alberta Gehron
Russ Hager
Herman Wharton
Elizabeth Tacey
Chris Arthur
Zachary Wharton
Susan Gentile
Amanda Bauguess
Steve Hill
Carol Ware

11
12
15
15
17
18
18
19
20
20
21

Luke Atkinson
Steve Koza
John Lauer
Shawn McCummings
Barbara Baily
Jacob Baity
Bradley Cofrancesco
Ginny Wharton
Sarah Carter
Margo Kraybill
Sharon Brooks

21
21
21
23
27
27
27
29
29
30

Connie Stoltzfus
Barbara Ritter
Linda Fishman
Marc Ball
Alecsandra Fomunyam
Alecsis Fomunyam
Heather Terry
Alexis Wilson
Steve Doutrich
Kathy Lechette

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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March Calendar
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