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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

Advent
Hope Peace Joy Love

Please join us as we
prepare for the celebration
of the Birth of Jesus
Christ!
Call the church office with
any questions.
Everyone Welcome!

December 2 First Sunday of Advent – Communion 8:15 and 11:00 A.M.
Pottery Painting and Pizza Party – 5 P.M.
December 7 First Friday – Live Nativity on the Green – 6-8 P.M.
December 9 Second Sunday of Advent – Worship 8:15 and 11:00 A.M.
December 11 Women’s Christmas Fellowship Dinner – 6:30 P.M.
December 14 Christmas Food Boxes
Sorting – 9 A.M. until...
Packing – 6:30 P.M.
December 15 Christmas Food Boxes pick-up, delivery – 9 A.M.
December 16 Third Sunday of Advent – Worship 8:15 and 11:00 A.M.
Last Day to Shop at Ten Thousand Villages Gift Shop
Community Meal 5:30 P.M.
December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent – One Worship 11:00 A.M.
December 24 Christmas Eve
Family Christmas Eve Service – 6:00 P.M.
Bell Choir Prelude – 9:30 P.M.
Candlelight Service – 10:00 P.M.
December 25 Christmas Day

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session
An update on the construction of the Parking
Garage: Construction has been postponed until
February, 2019! Parking is still free on Sundays
in Oxford.
Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who
are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be
ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.
Bethlehem. It is not a large place. In fact, the city
in Pennsylvania that was named after it has a
population three times as great as the
contemporary Palestinian village. In Old
Testament times it bore little significance, despite
being home to Boaz and Ruth and their
descendent David. For most of its history it was
just a small village, a blip on the map, the kind of
place you discover when you are on your way to
somewhere else and are in desperate need of a
fueling station.
But the Prophet Micah, ministering in the eighth
century before Christ, said that Bethlehem’s day
would come, that a long expected ruler would
hail from there, just as David had. In saying so
Micah joined with dozens of others in the
prophetic tradition of Israel, who held out hope
for a day when God would again shake the earth
and redeem not only the nation, but the entire
world.
So, Christ was born in Bethlehem, the City of
David, and from a town far smaller than presentday Oxford, the world was changed. This
transformation involved Christ leaving Bethlehem
and traveling to the villages and towns of Israel,
and eventually to Jerusalem. After Christ’s
ascension the message of God’s Kingdom moved
from Jerusalem to Antioch, Alexandria, Ephesus,
Rome, and eventually, to the farthest reaches of
the globe. But it all began in Bethlehem.
It’s a reminder that in God’s economy,
significance is not dictated by power or prestige.
Rather, worth comes from God laying claim to a
thing, a creature, a person, and choosing to

Plans for the Permanent Pastor Search are
continuing. The Pastor Nominating Committee
was elected at Sunday’s Congregation Meetings
after the 8:15 and 11 AM services:
ANDREW ATKINSON, ILA BARLOW,
BRETT COWAN, JANET HUDLER,
PETER KING, NEELEY SPOTTS
There were no nominations from the
Congregation and voting was a unanimous YES
at both meetings! We wish them Godspeed as
they begin the search for OPC’s permanent
Pastor. We give many thanks to Ed Jefferis and
the PNC for their diligence. At a later time,
elections for the new slate of Officers for Session
and Deacon Boards will be held.
Pastor Scott announced a presentation from
Session of three THANK YOU gift plaques for
outstanding volunteer service to the Capital
Campaign: ROB SHAFFER (HVAC); STEVE HILL
(Sound System); KERRY SLINKARD (saved OPC a
lot of money on HVAC systems with his
engineering knowledge).
Stewardship 2019 Pledge Cards will be mailed
out soon. Please prayerfully consider your
pledge amount. Dedication Sunday is December
16. You can drop your cards off in the Office any
time or bring them to Church on the 16th! Thank
you. If you have questions, please see Geoff
Henry.
The Session thanks ALL the Committee
Ministries, the Deacons and Presbyterian Women
for their dedicated service throughout the year.
And we thank YOU—OPC-ERS—for your caring
and sharing which continues to keep Oxford
Presbyterian Church a Shining Light!!

(Continued on page 3)
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Jackie Caleb
Beth MacMillan
Walt Osborne
Missy Sarver
Ashley Whiteman

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018
Andy Arthur
Alberta Gehron
Danielle Stapleton
Herman Wharton
Justin Williams , Youth

Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Elaine Pennell
Gale Sauer

(Pastor’s Corner – Continued from page 2)

perfect it. Abraham Kuyper, a Dutch theologian
who founded both the Free University of
Amsterdam and the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands, and who later served as his
country’s prime minister once said, “There is not
a square inch in the whole domain of our human
existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign
over all, does not cry, Mine!” You and I, OPC, the
town of Oxford, have all been claimed by our
Lord. And like Bethlehem, often overlooked and
unassuming, God intends to do great things with
and through us. May the witness of the Christmas
story encourage us now, in the coming year, and
throughout our journeys of discipleship.

Discourse
from the
Director
Looking for gifts this Christmas?
The perfect gift for the
anti-hugger church
goer in your family.

Do you have a difficult
time finding gifts for
people you need to buy
presents for at Christmas,
like I do? For me, this can
take the joy out of
Christmas because of the
responsibility of buying
gifts. However, there is
one gift we can give to
everyone! And it will not
need to be exchanged, or
returned! It’s even better
than “one size fits all!” It
is the gift of sharing the
love of Jesus to a world
that does not know Him.
2 Corinthians 9:15 reads,
Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!
This gift God gave to the world was Jesus Christ
(John 3:16). So this Christmas, give the gift that
was meant for everyone!

Christmas Tidings, Scott
(Session Notes – Continued from page 2)
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It is with mixed emotions that I am resigning as
Clerk of Session. I have thoroughly enjoyed the
task but feel someone new (and younger) needs
to do the job. I will be happy to lead the newbie
through the duties. If you feel led to apply,
please talk with Pastor Scott! Many thanks for all
your support during my tenure.
Merry CHRISTmas and
New Year’s Blessings!
Praise be to God!
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Community Meal Hosted by
the Oxford Kids Clothing
Exchange Group
December 16-5:30-7:00 ..
It is FREE and Everyone is

welcome to share good food and fellowship.
Come and fellowship with your neighbors.
submitted by Beverly Hartgrove
HOSTS NEEDED FOR COMMUNITY MEALS
Sign up for Community Meal. We need individuals,
committees, organizations at OPC or the local area to host
a month in 2019. So far the meal planning has been
generously shared by many, with oversight by licensed
food handlers. See Sign-Up Sheet on downstairs bulletin
board. Any questions, see Bev Hartgrove or call 410 658
4792. Note: OPC pays up to $250/meal for our church
and authorized organizations. We ask for outside local
organizations to donate cost of meals to help our
neighbors in need. for I was hungry and you fed me

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING The Christmas Joy Offering is traditionally
received during the Advent Season. However, you can help sustain the
important PC(USA) ministries that are supported by the Christmas Joy
Offering at any time throughout the year.

Christmas Joy Offering: Supporting past, present, and future leaders
HOW IS MY GIFT USED?
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by
providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our
future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
The Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions
Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges
Racial Ethnic Leadership Development
This year the offering will be received on Christmas Eve, December 24 and Sunday, December 30.

LAST DAY TO SHOP is December 16
14th Annual Ten Thousand Villages Gift shop at Oxford Presbyterian Church.
FIRST FRIDAY – DECEMBER 7 from 5–9 P.M.
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS until December 16 – 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Special opening December 2 until 2:30 for the Awesome Christmas Event
also available are: Equal Exchange coffee, tea, chocolate, olive oil
Again this year we have new books by Iris Dowling, local author and
signed copies of Who Speaks for Them? is a new book by Marie Louise Meyers
Page 4
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COLLECTING FOR THE HOLIDAYS
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a SOCK/UNDERWEAR
TREE this year. We will be collecting for children ages 2-12 years
through December 16. Please put all donations either on or in
boxes by the tree set up on the Fellowship Hall Stage. All donations will be delivered to
Neighborhood Services Center. Any new clothes or toys that you wish to donate to
Neighborhood Services may be put by the tree also. No need to wrap.
Thank you for your support!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Christmas Food Box Ministry
Friday & Saturday December 14 & 15, 2018

As is the annual tradition, Oxford Presbyterian Church will be providing
Christmas dinners for needy families in the Oxford area on Saturday,
12/15/18. Last year, we provided generous food boxes for
approximately 150 families. The Food Box Committee has been working
since September to plan and prepare for this event. Local merchants
have provided some financial support and, in addition to our
congregation, local area schools, businesses and Scout troops have been
collecting canned goods for the Christmas dinners.

The Scouts from our Charter Pack 213
again collected a massive amount of
canned goods for our food box ministry.
Thanks all!!!

With the help of lots of folks from OPC and the community, it all comes
together the week of December 10th! WE DEPEND ON MANY HELPING
HANDS and hope we can depend on you!
If you can volunteer at any or all of the times below – please call Eryn in
the church office or just show up!

Friday 12/14/18 at 9:00 A.M. – Fellowship Hall – sort canned food and
prep for packing the Christmas food boxes.
Friday 12/14/18 at 6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Hall – pack and organize the food boxes for delivery/pick
up
Saturday 12/15/18 at 9:00 A.M. – Fellowship Hall – hand out Christmas food boxes and deliver boxes
to families between 9:00 A.M. and noon. Please let Eryn (610-932-9640) or Ila Barlow (610-932-9309)
know if you are able to help with delivery, either as a driver or a helper with strong arms and back!
Committee should arrive at 8:15 A.M. and Volunteers should arrive at 8:45A.M.

Christmas Food Box Ministry
This year we are blessed to be receiving free turkeys and hams from the Chester County Food Bank. Also,
Flowers Bakery is donating loaves of bread. We still need help with Christmas meal items to help fill up the
boxes for 150 families. The special items to donate are: Biscuit mix, instant potatoes, stuffing mix,
and gravy packet or can. Please put all items in the wagon or basket upstairs. This is our BIGGEST
PROJECT each year. We could not do it without you!
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CHRISTMAS
POTTERY
PAINTING
Are you ready to join us for an evening of pottery painting and good holiday cheer? Once again, the
deacons will be hosting a Christmas pottery workshop in the fellowship hall at OPC. The date is
Sunday, December 2 and the time is 4 – 6 P.M.. Families will be able to paint ornaments and other
holiday pieces, leave them for firing, and then pick them up at coffee fellowship on December 16
and 23.
There is a pottery piece appropriate for every family member to finish in an hour or so, regardless of
age, plus, we will even have some more intricate and involved pieces for those artists up for a bit
more of a challenge. The Oxford Arts Alliance will provide guidance and materials, and the finished
projects make special personal gifts or additions to Christmas collections. We always dazzle the folks
at the Alliance with our OPC creativity and artistry, and we’re sure to do it again in 2018.
Of course, the fellowship hall will be filled with holiday music and light-hearted laughter, and, who
knows, there might even be a little light refreshment provided as well. Stay tuned. It is a relaxed, notalent-necessary event that everyone enjoys.
There is no charge for the event or the project. You can choose from flat ornaments (Christmas tree,
snowman, puppy paw print, and more), a mug, or a dessert plate. In addition, there will be “Elf Sitters”
and perhaps Santa figures available for purchase and painting, as they are a little straining for our
budget but still very reasonable in price.
Samples of the pottery pieces and accompanying sign-up sheets will be on display in the parlor during
coffee fellowship throughout the month of November. Reminders will be given in the bulletin and
other communications. We will try to have extra pieces on hand December 2, but in order not to
disappoint anyone, please sign-up so we can plan accordingly. If you have any questions or concerns,
see Roy Caudill for more information.
Come join us for a fun and colorful kickoff to the Christmas season with the OPC family.
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ANGEL TREE IN
THE PARLOR
The Angel Tree program provides new
clothing and toys for needy families. A
sponsor places a Christmas tree in a
secure area or lobby. The tree is
decorated with paper angel tags with the age, gender and the wishes of a child
who will receive the gifts. Contributors remove a tag from the tree and purchase
appropriate gifts for the individual described on the tag. The gifts are then
returned wrapped with the tag attached, to the base of the tree from whence
they came.
This year OPC is sponsoring 30 children from families in our area. Please
return the gifts by December 12th, 2018.
For questions contact:
Missy Sarver 302-584-2710 (cell)
Rachel Lauletta 302-584-4082 (text)
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This is a compilation of November’s “Did You Know?” pieces
that appeared in the weekly bulletins.

After the fire ravaged the church and church members raised funds to build our new
church, there was not money for a new steeple. Knowing the church members had
enough to do in raising money for the church itself, Vernon Ringler set up a goal to find
1,000 people who would each contribute $100 toward a new steeple for the building. He
ended up with more than 600 people (most of whom were not church members) who
donated over $93,000 toward the new steeple. Their names can be found in the large
framed picture that is on display next to the old steeple in the parlor. Please take a
minute to look at these names, the old steeple, and the poster board on display. On the
bottom of the old steeple is a small plaque that reads:
IN RECOGNITION OF THE CHURCH STEEPLE AND THE DOORS TO THE BELL TOWER,
SALVAGED FROM THE OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FIRE ON MAY 28, 1989.
RESTORED BY JOE AND VIRGINIA GOSS AND FAMILY

The cross that hangs in the front of our sanctuary used to hang on the
outside of the old Christian Education building. It was given to us by
Lorraine Taylor. Lorraine was baptized in this church on February 4, 1894
and passed away on October 13, 1957.

This hand bell plaque can be seen in the Narthex by the elevator to honor
those who have made donations to OPCs hand bell choir. The first set of
hand bells was purchased from a $5,000 donation by Elizabeth (Bette) Blake
Wilson in 1987 in memory of her parents, Alfred & Elizabeth Blake. She
approached Jackie Slauch inquiring if OPC could start a bell choir. With that
donation, three octaves of hand bells were purchased (24 bells). Dave
Keefer, Beth Keefer and Jackie Slauch are three of the eleven original
members of the Bells of Praise team that was directed by Jackie Slauch. The
hand chimes were purchased in 1999 for the children’s bell choir by The Wright Family Estate in
memory of Elizabeth Wright and Florence Rhodewalt. In 2000, Dotty Philips and her children
purchased a fourth octave hand bell set in honor of her husband, Paul Philips. Dotty passed away
last week but she will forever be remembered at OPC.
Christ the King Sunday was established in 1925 by a decree from
Pope Pius IX. It originally was celebrated on the last Sunday in October before All Saints Day, but we now celebrate it on the last Sunday of the Christian year. Today marks the end of Ordinary Time
moving us into Advent. You can see in our stained glass at the
front of the church that we focus on the crucified and risen Christ;
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
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S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord)
Activities
For men & women 40 + who
are never married, separated,
divorced or widowed for
monthly Christian fellowship
for members or just
attending (prefer adults only,
no children). Also including
Shiloh Presbyterian, our sister
church.

Brandywine River Museum
Saturday December 15th at 12 pm ET
Meet in lobby. Cost: Adults $18, Seniors 65+
$15. Located on Rt 1 North just before Rt 100,
on your right in Chadds Ford, PA.
Afterwards if interested can eat at Hanks Place.
Please let me know if you are coming so we can
plan to meet.
Carol Latsch, S.A.I.L. Coordinator 484-686-7735
luv2laugh08@gmail.com

First Friday Lunch Bunch for
December 7 is our annual
Christmas Party. We will
meet at Maria Forcey’s house
at 12 noon. This is a covered dish
event—Maria is supplying the main
course of ham.
If you want to participate in the
Christmas Pollyanna Gift Exchange
bring a gift of no more than $15 value.
Sign up sheet in the office, or call the
office. THIS IS AN OPEN GROUP AND
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN US!!!

The Prayer Shawl
Ministry is taking a
hiatus. Meetings
will resume on
January 8th.
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ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, Educating) –
Anti-Human Trafficking Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
NEW: We meet the First Thursday - October
thru May from 6:30 to 7:30 P.M. Presentation & Discussion
NEW: Meeting Place - The Oxford Public
Library, 48 South Second Street,
Oxford, PA 19363

2018 Calendar
December 6 - Holiday Gift
Collection & Carol Hart Metzker
hats, gloves, socks, sweaters,
coats, personal hygiene items,
paper towels, toilette tissue,
anti-bacterial wipes, calendars, journals, pens,
pencils, individually packaged snacks (Please
note: All items must be new.)
Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.
Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888
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Upcoming Events at the Oxford Senior Center:
December 3 @ 1–2 P.M. – Free Couponing Class Couponing 101 Class #1 –
Always wanted to learn how to coupon? So come and join us and learn how to
save some money! The class is free, but limited to 20 participants. R.S.V.P.
please. This class and Couponing 101 Class #2 will be held at First Baptist
Church, 552 Market Street, Oxford.

RSVPforallOxfordSenior
CenterActivitiesbycalling
theOxfordAreaSenior
Centerat610-932-5244or
Email:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

December 10 @ 6:30–8:30 P.M. – Genealogy Research Workshop with
Genealogist Kristine Parkes, who will be teaching a monthly class at the
Oxford Area Senior Center. She will help participants research their family
history and share her experiences. R.S.V.P. please for this free program.
December 12 @ 6:30–8:30 P.M. – Christmas Stamping and Decorating. Local
craft er Clarissa Sherrow will teach you this fun, handmade stamping technique
to customize a Christmas gift bag, gift tags and gift card holder. Everything
will be supplied for a $10 material fee (due at registration) to secure your
space. Class size is limited to 10 participants. R.S.V.P. please.
December 17 @ 1–2 P.M. – Free Couponing Class Couponing 101 Class #2 – To
attend this class you must have already attended the Couponing 101 Class #1.
December 19 @ 6:00–8:00 P.M. – Reflexology: A Caring touch that reduces stress
and enhances quality of life. Elaine Pinno, certified Reflexologist with Judy
Hasting Styling Salon will explain how reflexology is used for stress reduction
and relaxation, etc. Cost for the class is $20 for a half-hour session. Space is
limited so R.S.V.P. please.

Check out the bulletin board in the first floor hallway for
complete descriptions of these activities.
DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR the Women’s
Christmas Fellowship Dinner!!! Come join us for a
wonderful evening of food and fellowship! Tuesday,
December 11 at 6:30 P.M. in Fellowship Hall. A delicious
dinner will be prepared by Roy Caudill and Friends,
followed by Christmas Music and Carols, led by our
Women’s Praise Team. Please invite your friends and
sisters to join with us in welcoming the Christmas
Season! To ensure we are prepared, please RSVP to the
church office, 610-932-9640, by Tuesday, December 4th.

The Book Group
is taking a
hiatus in
December. The
next meeting will be
the last Monday of
January.
Volume 31, Issue 12

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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Learning
Ministry
Live Nativity on
“The Green”
Friday, Dec. 7 from 6-8 P.M.
Stop by for cookies and hot
chocolate

Revolution Youth Gatherings 6–7:30 P.M.
December 2 – Making colorful mints to hand out at Ware Presbyterian
Village.
December 16 – Christmas Caroling at Ware Presbyterian Village.

Summer Mission Trip
June 16-22, 2019
Any Adult or Youth (grade 7-12) is
welcomed to join us as we do hurricane
relief work in coastal North Carolina.
See Steve D. for details!

NO Sunday School Classes
on December 30. There will only be ONE Service
that day at 9:30 A.M. featuring Lessons and Carols.
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Capital
Campaign
Status Update
Page 14

Pledges

503,000.00

Bailey Gift

317,900.00

Total Pledges

820,900.00

pledges received to date

304,857.00

Bailey Gift Rec’d

317,900.00

Total Pledges Received

622,757.00
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December Birthdays
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
4
5
6
6
6
6
7

Dorothy Fike
Carol Warner
Robin Vanover
Judith Zenker
Hayden Whiteman
Mason Whiteman
Gert Sersun
Richard Busko
Carl Groff
Abigail Johnson
Barb Hill
Eric Lechette
Joe Perloff
Cooper Johnson

7
8
8
10
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
13
14
14

Laura Holton
Reba Gray
Linda Wyles
Jacob Little
Ellie Arthur
Victoria Hostetter
Peter Vernooy
Lynn McAllister
Jim Tierney
Jane Trimble
Dave Sauer
Emma Busko
Ridge Neumoyer
Dave Bradford

14
14
15
15
16
16
16
17
17
17
18
19
24
24

Vivian Brown
Paul Johnson
Colin Smith
Bill Sumner
Charlie Hammond
Alyssa Stevenson
Sue Lombardi
Hillary Spotts
Richard Forcey
Trevor Carter
Leslie Fanning
Joe Bauer
Gretchen Adams
Jason Lechette

25
25
27
27
29
29
30
30
30
31
31

Meghan Barlow
Ed Greer
Thomas Colligan
Joanne Herr
Lisa Claypoole
Lauren Gingerich
Preston Godfrey
Dawn Hoffman
Jenny Lane
Beth Taylor
Maria Forcey

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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December Calendar
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