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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of
Jesus Christ with the local and
world communities.

Mark your calendar and join us for a
week of fun and learning as we explore
uncharted islands and become anchored
in the truth that Jesus carries us all
through life’s storms. Free registration
for age 4 through 6th grade here:

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07efgzt
yoyjid59qe9/a011hjiwi5h65/questions

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

In the beginning of June I
travelled to Austin, Texas to
continue work on my Doctor of Ministry at Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. Whenever I am
in Austin I enjoy long walks through the city,
exploring the public art and parks along the way.
During my last trip I ended up within the walls of
the state capitol, a massive endeavor of public
engineering that stands taller than even the U.S.
capitol building in Washington. Once inside one
can climb the stairs to a whisper gallery at the base
of the rotunda and look down upon the central
hall. Those who do will see a large mosaic
depicting the “six seals of Texas,” representative of
the many governments that have held sovereign
power over the land. Five seals fit between the
points of a large star, which itself serves as the
focal point of the sixth and most dominant seal,
that of the Republic of Texas.
Beholding this gave me pause. Texas was an
independent country for less than ten years, from
1836 to 1846. By the time the capitol building was
completed in 1888, Texas had been part of the
United States four times longer than it had been an
independent republic. Further, its ten year history
as a nation-state was characterized by concerns
about conflict with Mexico, internal fighting,
struggles for recognition on an international level,
and several appeals to the United States that the
latter annex Texas, all but the last of which were
denied. And yet, the center of the mosaic,
overshadowing all of the other seals past and
present, is the seal commemorating this short and
imperiled chapter of its history. It commemorates
independence.
After leaving the capitol building on this last trip, I
walked and thought. I considered the idea of
independence in relation to the identity of Texas,
and to our nation as a whole. And I considered the
importance of independence in my own life and in
the life of those I love. I was so proud to strike out
on my own during college, and to be the first of my
family to earn a bachelor’s degree. My children
often get upset if I try to help them (often to avoid
(Continued on page 9)

We give Sincere Sympathy to the family of
Nancy Kodish on her unexpected passing. May
our Lord bring comfort and healing to all.
Please register now for Vacation Bible School, to
be held Sunday, July 15 thru Thursday, July 19,
6:30-8:30 P.M. The theme is “Shipwrecked –
Rescued by Jesus.” Volunteers are needed.
Please see Steve Doutrich if you can help. We are
appreciative of all the Sunday School and
Children’s Church teachers and helpers – Thank
You all!
Many thanks to all the Choirs and Directors for
providing their wonderful and uplifting music!
Thanks to Worship Committee and Julie Allport,
Organist, for playing all year long and organizing
music for the summer! Thanks, also, to Judy
Kamp as substitute organist.
OPC is continuing to move forward with the
Permanent Pastor search. As a first step in the
process, a Survey was emailed or mailed to all
members, attendees and friends of OPC by the
Survey Team: Ed Jefferis, Julie Allport, Geoff
Henry and Brett Spotts. Surveys should be
returned by June 30. Once all have been returned
and read, the Congregation will be given the
results. Thanks to all for sharing your thoughts
and visions for OPC. Thank you Pastor Scott
Szabo for leading OPC during this transition!
We are thankful for all the Outreach Ministry
does for OPC and the community. Thanks to Barb
Boyle and ALL who made the Relay for Life a
success! Over $4,800 was raised for the
American Cancer Society. Everyone is invited to
the OPC Community Meals held on the fourth
Sunday of each month. $400 was donated to the
Oxford Fire Company in honor of Mothers and
Fathers Days. $1,000 is being donated to the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) for
ongoing world disasters. Thanks to all!
If you have ever been ordained as an Elder or a
Deacon and would like to serve Communion,
please contact Ashley Whiteman
(ashleyhwhiteman@gmail.com), Worship
Chairperson, or Pastor Scott. You do not have to
(Continued on page 3)
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Jackie Caleb
Beth MacMillan
Walt Osborne
Missy Sarver
Ashley Whiteman

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018
Andy Arthur
Alberta Gehron
Danielle Stapleton
Herman Wharton
Justin Williams , Youth

Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Elaine Pennell
Gale Sauer

First Friday Lunch Bunch
– July 6 – Meet at
Wyncote at 11:30 A.M.
Be sure to let us know
so there will be a chair
for you at the table.
Sign-up sheet in the
office or call the office.
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Discourse
from the
Director
Just like today, the apostle Paul lived in an age
where the pursuit of pleasure and rebellion
against the Lord were prevalent. In response, he
wrote letters urging Christians not to follow in
the ways of the world. Like those early believers,
we are to pursue godliness by...
Presenting our bodies to God. Our total being—
mind, will, emotions, personality, and physical
body—is to be turned over to our heavenly Father
(James 4:7a). Submitting ourselves to the Lord
requires a definite decision to give Him control
and a daily commitment to remain under His
authority. By surrendering to Him, we will
position ourselves for godly living.
Becoming living sacrifices. The Christian life is
built around the concept of sacrifice. Jesus left
the perfection of heaven to dwell among a sinful
people so He might reconcile us to God. He
offered up His life to make payment for our sins
(1 John 3:16) and brought us into His family. As
believers, we are to follow His example. Paul
called it a living sacrifice, because it is ongoing-one that is repeated daily. (Romans 12:1-2)
Life is full of options. Many decisions involve a
choice between following God’s way or our own.
Maturing Christians will increasingly sacrifice
their own desires and embrace His will.
A life of godliness is characterized by a heart and
mind bent toward the things of God. Although we
will live imperfectly, our focus is to be on obeying
His will and pleasing Him. Let’s commit to
becoming more like Jesus, the One who willingly
gave Himself to God as a sacrifice for us.

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363
OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit Us on Facebook

(Session Notes—Continued from page 2)

currently be on Session or Deacons to serve.
Thank you.

Our Web Page:
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org
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God Bless us every one!
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Community Meal
5:30-7:00 ..
July 22 – Sacred Heart Ladies
Auxiliary
August 26 – Revolution Youth Group
It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE. Come and
fellowship with your neighbors.

The Oaks Ministry in Oxford, Pa. is looking for a Residential
House Manager. The main requirements for this position is a
Christian, single female. The manager shares housing with
three residents and may work away from the ministry during
the day. We have daytime volunteers visit the ladies to help
with any need that arises while our manager is at work. The
Oaks Ministry supplies our manager with free room and
board. Just imagine the savings for a person who works fulltime away or is on a fixed income and does not have to pay
for essential living expenses. The large home is a beautifully
restored 1800s farm house sitting in the middle of 24 acres
with a tree-lined driveway. It truly is a beautiful place to be.
The manager has a large beautifully furnished bedroom.
Having said all that we realize that it takes a very special lady
to fill this position. Maybe this lady is you or maybe you know
just the right person for the job. Call 484-368-7268 if you
would like to apply. Robin Martin, President, The Oaks
Ministry (www.oxfordoaksministry.com ).

Many thanks to
The Oaks Ministry
for hosting our
June Community
Meal!
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OPC was a participating team in The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life of
Southern Chester County at Oxford held June 15-16, 2018. As a team, OPC
contributed in excess of $4,800.00 to this year’s event. Those who had the
opportunity to attend Relay were able to experience an atmosphere of joy and
hope as we celebrated, remembered, and fought back against this disease that
has impacted us all far too much. A big Thank You to everyone who supported
our effort by praying, donating, working the silent auction, and
walking. Job well done OPC!

7 P.M. OPC
Fellowship Hall
We agreed to take a break for July and resume our regular
meetings on August 27. We will discuss Half a Yellow Sun on
August 27 and on September 24 we will discuss People of
the Book.
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Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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Lincoln University Concert Choir to sing at OPC Worship
Service on August 19
By Julie Allport
As mentioned in our previous Lamplighter, we are very excited to have the Lincoln University Concert
Choir join us in worship on August 19. Below is some information about the choir. Lincoln University
Concert Choir is one of the premier organizations on the campus of Lincoln University and
membership is open to all students. The singers who make up this extraordinary choral ensemble hail
from all corners of the globe and are pursuing degrees in a variety of disciplines. The Lincoln
University Concert Choir encompasses the greatest talents on campus, including in its ranks officers
of the Student Government Association, the Lincoln University Royal Court, and members from the
university’s athletic department and band program. The Lincoln University Concert Choir members
serve as ambassadors for the university, building relationships with communities, touring extensively,
and performing recruitment concerts at churches of all denominations and high schools throughout
the country. Some of the choir’s most recent tours have included performing in Los Angeles,
California, Atlanta, Georgia, and its international debut in South Africa. The choir is under the
direction of Dr. Camilla Horne. Dr Horne has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Vocal and Instrumental
Music Education (majoring in voice, piano, and flute) from Augustana University in Sioux Falls, SD; a
Masters of Musical Arts Degree in Conducting from the Conservatory of Music at the University of
Missouri-Kansas City; and a Ph.D. in Music/Music Education from the University of Minnesota. She has
been a professional music educator/conductor/performer for 30+ years, developing, organizing, and
directing an eclectic assortment of K-12, collegiate, community, and semi-professional instrumental
and choral ensembles as well as teaching a wide array of music courses at all educational levels in
nine states. In addition, Dr. Horne has served as a director of music, organist, and choir director in
fifteen churches throughout the country. She performs regularly as a conductor, a vocal, instrumental,
and keyboard soloist, and is frequently asked to present workshops on a myriad of music-related
subjects at local, state, regional, and national conventions and workshops. At Lincoln University,
Dr. Horne teaches a World Music Course, gives voice lessons and conducts the prestigious Lincoln
University Concert Choir, Schola Cantorum, the Lincoln University Women’s Vocal Ensemble, and the
Lincoln University Men’s Vocal Ensemble.
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Horizon Bible Study Workshop
Saturday August 11, 2018
9:30 A.M.
Oxford Presbyterian Church
Leader Rev. Jane DeFord
Lunch $7.00
Come hear about the new Bible Study,
Join us for an overview and tips for
teaching. Everyone welcome, whether
you are teaching or a member of a
study group, you will benefit from this
workshop.

PW Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in
Jesus Christ, and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves
• to nurture our faith through
prayer and Bible study,
• to support the mission of the
church worldwide,
• to work for justice and peace,
• and to build an inclusive,
caring community of women
that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
and witnesses to the promise
of God’s kingdom.

Please let Lorraine Holton know by
August 1 if you would like to attend,
and whether you will stay for lunch.

Speaking of the Horizon Bible Study
By Lorraine Holton
Both of the Presbyterian Women circles of Oxford Presbyterian are no
longer meeting. I find this heart-breaking. With that in mind, I am
willing to resurrect the Shalom Circle beginning this fall. I know the
ladies who were previous members of the circle are unwilling to come
out at night. Also, meeting during the day would exclude anyone who
works. Would there be any interest in meeting one Saturday morning
a month, or one Sunday afternoon a month to do the Bible Study?
It’s a wonderful time of study and fellowship, and the Horizon Bible
Studies are always of very high quality. I look forward to hearing from
you (men are welcome to join us also).

Barb Boyle, Jackie Caleb, Bev Hartgrove
and Lorraine Holton will be attending the
2018 Churchwide Gathering of
Presbyterian Women in August. We are
anticipating another wonderful,
mountaintop experience. Barb and Bev
have never been to a PW Gathering
before. They are in for an amazing time.
Please pray for us as we travel to
Louisville the first weekend in August.
And pray that we will experience God
along with the thousands of other
women who will be learning and
worshiping with us.
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Learning
Ministry
Summer Mission Team
Report
Sunday, July 15
9:30 A.M.

Sunday School begins on
Sunday, September 9 – 9:30 A.M.
Connective Music Festival
August 4
The REVOLUTION YOUTH
GROUP
will be selling hotdogs,
chips, soda and homebaked goods!
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Upcoming Events at the
Oxford Senior Center:

RSVPforallOxfordSenior
CenterActivitiesbycallingthe
OxfordAreaSeniorCenterat
610-932-5244orEmail:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

Check out the
bulletin board in
the first floor
hallway for
complete
descriptions of
these activities.

July 23 @ 6:30-8:30 P.M. – We invite you to attend All-Occasion
Greeting Card Stamping. Back by popular demand OASC will again
be hosting Card Stamping with Clarissa Sherrow. We will be making
All Occasion Cards. It is so wonderful to have your greeting cards in
advance that you have personally made ready for any event. You will
make five beautiful, dimensional cards for the low cost of only a $10
material fee! Material fee is due at registration to secure your space.
Sign up now! It is so much fun! All ages are welcome!

July 30 @ 6:30-8:30 P.M. – Join us for a fun night of crafting with
Chalk Couture! Grab some friends and create a fun sign and home
décor. Materials fee of $20 includes a 10” magnetic board and use of
instructor Lisa Malone’s Chalk Couture transfers and pastes to create
a double-sided home décor sign. R.S.V.P. using Square Links to
register prior to the class! https://squareup.com/store/lisaannmalone.

(Pastor’s Corner—Continued from page 2)
a mess at dinnertime), stating defiantly, “I want to do it myself!” My grandparents once feared and
fretted about the loss of independence, and in their final years carried with them the guilt of no
longer being able to manage life on their own. There are few things we value more than self
determination.
And yet, if I am to take an honest look, I’ve gotten help from a lot of folks along the way, help that
calls into question just how independent I am. At the same time, I’ve hopefully given help to a few
people in lasting and significant ways. Most important of all, I am indebted to God for my very being,
so that in my waking and going to sleep, and all points in between I exist as dependent on grace. We
all do.
A major aspect of the Church’s mission is to testify to something better than business as usual. It is
to freely confess that we are not our own, but rather that we are a people saved by a loving God. One
of the strongest ways in which we are called to testify to this reality is by our shared way of life, one
of mutuality and interdependence. It’s what Paul talks about when he refers to the Church as the body
of Christ while writing to the Corinthians, and what Luke refers to when he describes the early
believers as a group holding all things in common, so that none among them had need. People so
swept up in their awareness of what God has done that they work together for the wellbeing of all,
with none to proud to ask for help, and none being denied a legitimate need when it is made known.
To work toward that kind of community is to do something drastically different than business as
usual. Let us celebrate the gifts God has given, the freedoms we enjoy, and our unique ability to
contribute as members of God’s family.
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Young Moms GROUP IS NEW IN OXFORD
YoungMoms is a local non-profit which inspires and equips teen moms
to build thriving futures for themselves and their families. Teen moms face huge challenges such as incomplete
education, poverty, single parenthood, depression, and a general lack of options and
opportunities. YoungMoms provides the encouragement, connections, training and resources young mothers
need to overcome obstacles, complete school, find jobs in the community, learn to parent effectively, and gain
valuable life skills. We accomplish this through goal setting and planning, case-management and referral to
community resources, and monthly Club meetings in Kennett Square and Oxford involving relationship building
and life skills instruction.
Our holistic approach provides participants with the support and resources necessary to help them gain control
of their lives, make healthy personal decisions, attain financial stability, and improved their lives and the lives of
their children. Young women remain in the program between 2 and 4 years, allowing us to assist them in
overcoming obstacles which might normally derail their progress in achieving goals. This long-term investment
makes YoungMoms unique and life-changing.
YoungMoms has impacted the lives of more than 160 young women in Southern Chester County over the past
8 years. This past year, 84% of young moms were working and/or in school or training programs. 100% of
participants report that they have achieved goals because of the help provided by YoungMoms. 100% also
report that they feel part of a community of support. One young mom shared, “They’ve changed my life. I
really can’t imagine where I would be without them, where my child would be and where my family
would be.”
If you are interested in learning more about this impactful program, please visit our website at
www.youngmomscommunity.com, or contact Director, Linda Mercner at
linda.mercner@youngmomscommunity.com or 484-574-3356.

The Deacons were honored to receive good feedback after the lunch with
Shiloh Presbyterian Church. Kudos to all who served and contributed
their time and talent! The Deacons want to be compliant with the Oxford
Borough code for safe food handling. In this regard, we will be reaching
out to Ila Barlow to see if she is interested in attending a training class
for certification as a safe food handler.

Nurturing
Ministry

The Deacons are working on several ideas for summer festivities for
members and the community. Our first event will be an ice cream social
on August 19th after church service with the Lincoln choir.
The Deacons will participate in peeling apples for the Apple Festival this
year. Danielle Stapleton will get in touch with Teressa Verkamp for a date
and time.

Our Deacons for communion service on July 1st will be Herman Wharton and Carol Latsch.
The next Deacon meeting will be on August 20th.
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HEALTHY BOUNDARIES COVENANT
Between Pastor Kerry Slinkard and Oxford Presbyterian Church
Oxford Presbyterian Church was blessed by the ministry of Pastor Kerry Slinkard for twelve years.
We continue to give thanks for his ministry and the ways that he and his family enriched our life of
faith. We wish Pastor Kerry well as he pursues God’s call in this next season, and we are confident
that many others will benefit from his witness to the Gospel.
In order to allow both OPC and Pastor Kerry to faithfully pursue God’s call for the future, the
Session, Connecting Our Ministries Commission (COM) of Donegal Presbytery, and Pastor Kerry have
worked together on a covenant for healthy boundaries. You are likely wondering what this means,
and why we are telling you about it nearly five months since Pastor Kerry’s retirement! In short,
agreements like this are common to situations of pastoral transition, and they define the
relationship between the outgoing pastor and the congregation moving forward. They also take time
to develop as they are a dialogue between several parties. At OPC, our desire is for Pastor Kerry to
be free to pursue new life adventures, and he wishes that we move into new pastoral relationships.
As a norm, it has been agreed that Pastor Kerry will be unavailable to officiate at weddings or
funerals, or to perform pastoral care duties (e.g., hospital visitation) on behalf of the
congregation. OPC, of course, will welcome the Slinkard daughters at youth activities, and all
members of the Slinkard family at community events, including weddings or funerals that they might
attend as guests.
While with his retirement Pastor Kerry and Oxford Presbyterian’s partnership in the Gospel has come
to an end, our bonds as sisters and brothers in the Lord are everlasting. As such, we commit to
supporting the Slinkard family in prayer in their future endeavors, just as they have promised to pray
for us as well.
A copy of the full text of the covenant established by Pastor Kerry, the Session, and the Connecting
Our Ministries Commission (COM) is available for review in the Church Office.

RSVP to
Oxford Presbyterian
610-932-9640

Volume 31, Issue 7/8

Page 11

All hands on deck for the Apple Festival!
This year’s OPC Apple Festival will be held on Saturday, September 29th. We need YOU! Please
consider this your invitation to join our committee. ALL are welcome, especially those who haven’t
yet enjoyed the experience of helping put together such a fun event for our church family and the
Oxford community!
Some areas where you can volunteer include: apple butter prep and/or cooking, apple butter & cider
sales, promotion, Kids Zone, food pavilion, prep and/or sales, bake sale/apple pie, entertainment,
set-up/clean-up, lunch deliveries, silent auction, or book sale. If you would like to help in these areas
or any other, please see Teressa Verkamp, or send an email to: help@opcapplefestival.org

Specific needs we have right now:
Silent Auction Team Leader – We have several
folks standing by eager to help the person
willing to take the reins of this very important
part of our festival. There is plenty of
documentation and processes in place to get
you off to a great start.
Donations of soda, water and tea – Keep an
eye out for sales this summer and pick up extra
cases when you can. Please stack your sodas
neatly in the stairwell across from the office.
Donations of certain kinds of books for the
book sale – Children’s books, YA novels and recent releases are needed. We do NOT need
cookbooks, computer-related titles, or textbooks.
Donations of gift cards/certificates or experiences for the silent auction – If you have a business
that offers goods or services, a talent or skill to share, or access to an interesting experience or
career, please consider contributing to our silent auction.

Keep in mind for later:
Donations for rummage sale – This year we will be having a rummage sale in the Fellowship Hall
during the festival. We will be accepting your donations of items in saleable condition during the
first two weeks of September (9/1-9/15). NO CLOTHING OR STUFFED ANIMALS will be accepted.
Please DO NOT bring your donation to the church prior to the donation window. Please DO begin
setting items aside in your home.
Donation pledges for the bake sale table – Be thinking about what you are willing to make for the
festival and let Judy Kamp know.
Mark your calendars now for the next committee meeting, which will be held on Monday, August 6th
at 7 P.M. in the Library/Conference Room. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns before
then, please contact Teressa Verkamp at help@opcapplefestival.org
Thank you!!
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SHILOH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Pancake & Omelet Breakfast
July 14, 2018, 8:30-10:30 ..
Held at SPC Community Outreach Center
42 South Fifth Street, Oxford, PA 19363
Tickets are purchased at the door.
(Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11) $5.00;
3 years and under free)
This Breakfast has been scheduled on the second Saturday every other
month; other items on the menu vary (French toast, bacon, sausage,
biscuits, potatoes, sausage gravy, juices, coffee….)
For information, please leave a message at 610-932-9256. Thanks for
your support.

July 7 – 9 A.M.–1 P.M.: INDOOR YARD
SALE in the Shiloh Community Outreach
Center
(Clothing, shoes, jewelry and various
household items)
Sponsored by the Helping Hands Ministry to
benefit their mission activities.
Shiloh Presbyterian Church,
42 South Fifth Street, Oxford

CALLING ALL KNITTERS!
Learn how to knit
Prayer Squares. We
seem to need more
and more each
Sunday. Join us on
Tuesdays from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the
Bride’s Parlor.

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, Educating) –
Anti-Human Trafficking Alliance of Oxford
Meetings are the First Saturday of October
through May at the Oxford Senior Center from
9 A.M. (refreshments) to 10:30 A.M.
(presentation).
Questions: Peggy Ann Russell (610-932-0337)
P. O. Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
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Witnessing Change
By Lillie Spotts
I’ve never been one to enjoy spontaneity. I’m more of a planner, more accustomed to having an exact time and
place for everything and at least two weeks of notice in advance. So when I arrived home from school on the
afternoon of Monday, June 4th with no events scheduled for the evening, I was more than flustered at my
mother’s rushed explanation of a very last-minute situation organized by Bethany Atkinson for that evening.
She told me about the 50th Anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Poor People’s March and about how a
group was walking from Kensington, PA to Washington, D.C. to raise awareness of economic rights for poor
people. Apparently their previously prepared overnight accommodations had fallen through and they had been
invited to spend the night in our church.
We quickly prepared ourselves an early dinner and headed over to the church. Despite being less than thrilled
by the lack of notice, I was intrigued. However, my main concern was that this would be no different than
serving a normal community meal, which has never been my favorite thing to do. I enjoy helping other people
more than anything, but it never really felt like the act of cleaning tables made a significant impact on the lives
of those eating the food.
That night, I came to understand what it
really means to change a person’s life.
After the initial stress of throwing together a
meal with what we could find in the kitchen,
we decided to set up a kids’ table for some
of the children in the group. I grabbed
some random supplies from the third floor,
and I ended up only having some paper,
crayons, and stickers for them to use. My
mother added some books she found, as
well, but it still didn’t feel like enough.
As people started filtering in with their
sleeping bags and air mattresses, I
watched their eyes light up once they
noticed the table. Not only children, but
adults were overjoyed for the kindness of
the idea, and many gave me hugs or
introduced themselves to me. I couldn’t
help the smile on my own face and the
amazement I felt that something so small
could have such an impact, and in that moment I knew this night would change my life.
Throughout the night I had the pleasure of speaking with many of the marchers, some of whom were
homeless, some poor, some supporters, but all of whom were extremely grateful for the love of the people who
had gathered to help them.
I couldn’t believe the kindness of every person I met. Each one had a different story and a different reason, but
everyone watched out for each other, making sure everyone was getting enough food and had a place to
sleep. It brought tears to my eyes on multiple occasions, and a lot of hugs were shared, with both marchers
and workers.
The two youngest kids of the group had birthdays coming up, so we ended up throwing a little party for them,
complete with ice cream cake and balloons and presents, and the grin of everyone in the room was sobering.
I’d never seen a little girl so excited, and even though she had this huge cake in front of her, she asked for a
small piece so that there would be enough for everyone to have some.
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What amazed me most about this experience was the
willingness of everyone to come together and help, no matter
their beliefs or backgrounds. Melissa and Andrea Pacella
from S.I.L.O. worked with the YMCA and transported group
members with IDs to take showers in their facilities; Eryn
Gallagher and Clyde Prigg worked with Bethany to gather
helpers and organize the group; Lorraine Holton, Ila Barlow,
Margo Kraybill, Angie Robinson, Maritza Atkinson, Ada Prigg,
and my mother and I all came together to prepare dinner for
the group; Mary-Laura Buchner made cupcakes and bought
many necessities for the people who needed them, along
with all of the supplies for the birthday party; the mayor of
Oxford, Lorraine Bell, even came by to welcome the group to
the town and thank them for their willingness to fight for what
they believe in. Many of the marchers were in tears, never
expecting to have so much support from complete strangers,
and I, too, found myself moved by the impact such simple
kindness could have on these people.
Everything about the experience made it clear that God was
working through all of us, way before we even realized it.
Earlier in the week, Brenda Moore from the Oaks Ministry
had brought over tons of breakfast sandwiches to our church,
and another delivery brought a surplus of hoagie rolls, and at
the time, no one had any idea what to do with them so they
just went into the freezer. Only a few days later, we were
using these provisions to feed this amazing group of people
staying in our church. When the group came to our church asking for help, Bethany Atkinson had only stopped in
for a moment to use the restroom, and she ended up pulling everything and everyone together in an amazingly
short amount of time.
The next morning, we had the unbelievable
privilege of sitting down and praying with the
group and listening to some of the marchers tell
their stories. We laughed together, cried together,
thanked God together — and there was no doubt
in anyone’s heart that God was sitting right there
with us in that moment.
I didn’t have enough time to speak to everyone
there, but I am eternally grateful for the people I
met and the love I was able to offer them. I still
keep in contact with a few of the teenagers who
were there, some of whom have easily made
themselves some of my closest friends, and I
know that God put them into my life for a reason.
That night, I came to understand what it really
means to change a person’s life — and mine was
forever changed in the process.
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July Birthdays
1
2
3
3
3
3
4
7
8
8
9
9

Sheri Arroyo
Olivia Nelles
Julia Hartman
Jacob Holmes
Michelle Taylor
Jill Cowan
Jan Sisemore
Missy Sarver
Timothy Whiteman
Robert McComsey
Audrey Neyman
Elyse Baccino

9
11
12
12
12
12
13
13
15
15
15
17

Brendan Buckley
Glenn Lakin
Conner Quigley
Alan Pugh
Andy Arthur
Abby Busko
Hannah Northrup
Steve Smith
Colin Barlow
Cora Terry
Pastor Scott Szabo
Sandy Slauch

17
18
18
19
20
20
21
22
23
23
23
25

Debbie Waltman
Nancy Thomson
Laura King
Etha McDowell
Stephanie Johnson
David Fomunyam
Kasey Busko
John Kraybill
Marsha Grier
Dennis Tierney
Laura Wilson
Wendell Higgins

26
26
26
27
27
30
30
31
31
31
31

Eleanor Inforzato
Jim Sumner
Hugh Wyles
Chase Buckley
Emily Walsh
Beth MacMillan
Laurie Simpers
Braydon RinglerFriedrich
Cindy Shrom
Carol Timmons
Joey Simpers

Molly Esposito
Josie Perloff
BJ Meadowcroft
Eryn Gallagher
Liza Slauch
Connor Verkamp
Connie Winchester
Amy Jones
Lisa Crawford
Brady Watson
Ella Taylor

19
20
21
22
22
23
23
23

Zoe Zenker
Adam Walsh
Kaitlyn Crawford
Megan Gane
Hayleigh Spotts-Moore
Don Flessner
Linda Caudill
Nadiene RinglerFriedrich
Jim Abel
Harold Walls

27
27
27
27
28
28
29
29
31
31

Connor Ruth
Landon Ruth
Brooklyn Buckley
Judy Kamp
Dylan Adams
Dotty Philips
Ashley Whiteman
Alan McIntyre
Dustin Jones
Connie Slauch

August Birthdays
1
3
4
5
5
5
6
7
7
8
9

Susannah Atkinson
Jamie Neumoyer
Beverly Hartgrove
Chase Lane
Millie Loughhead
Brett Cowan
Rose Feldman
Cameron Gentile
Mollie Hearne
Jason Chimchirian
Chase Gallagher

10
11
13
14
14
15
15
16
17
18
18

24
26

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.
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*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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August Calendar
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