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Our Vision 
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a 
family of Christians dedicated 
to sharing the unconditional 

love of  
Jesus Christ with the local and 

world communities. 
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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 

Starting June 10th

through September 9th 

One Worship Service 

at 9:30 A.M. 
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Photo courtesy of Danielle Tatum, 
one of our preschool moms. 
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SESSION NOTES 
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

Dear friends, 

When you read this the season of spring will be 
well advanced, with just a few short weeks 
remaining until summer dawns. Gone already are 
the daffodils and tulips I long awaited during the 
cold and dark winter, and gone as well will soon be 
the irises, those beautiful blooms I always 
associate with the birth of my daughter. Gone also 
are all the great liturgical feasts and celebrations of 
the Church year. Advent and Christmas are but 
distant memories, or a mere flicker of anticipation 
on the horizon. Lent seems long ago, and the 
celebrations of Holy Week and Pentecost have now 
concluded. As spring gives way to summer we have 
entered into the longest season of the Church year, 
Ordinary Time. 

Ordinary Time. The name does not lend itself to 
wonder as easily as other seasons in our liturgical 
year may, and the few holy days of this season 
(Trinity Sunday, Transfiguration of the Lord, Christ 
the King), don’t draw all that much attention to 
themselves like the great feasts of Christmas and 
Easter do. In this regard Ordinary Time can seem 
rather humdrum, blasé, or, if you’ll permit me… 
ordinary. 

But Ordinary time is not as ordinary as we might 
think. For starters, the word “ordinary” does not 
signify something commonplace, but is instead 
derived from “ordinal,” which means “numbered.” 
This refers to the fact that during Ordinary Time 
we count Sundays. More importantly is the idea 
that undergirds Ordinary Time, that as we live lives 
given to us by God the Father, redeemed by God 
the Son, and guided by God the Spirit, there is 
nothing that is truly “ordinary.” Each moment of 
our lives as disciples of Jesus Christ is filled with 
meaning and significance. Each moment is an 
opportunity to act in loving obedience to God. Each 
moment is an opportunity to be like Jesus in 
everything we do. 

As we walk through this time of transition 
together, Ordinary Time certainly won’t be 

(Continued on page 3) 

Praise God from whom all Blessings flow! 

If you have ever been ordained as an Elder or 
Deacon and would like to serve Communion, 
please contact Ashley Whiteman 
(ashleyhwhiteman@gmail.com), Worship 
Chairperson, or Pastor Scott. You do not have 
to be a serving Elder or Deacon to serve 
communion. Thank you. 

We are looking for someone with a camera to 
take pictures of our newest members so we 
can update the Pictorial Directory! Also needed 
are pictures of the current Elders and Deacons 
so we can update the board by the alleyway 
door. Please contact the Church Office (610-
932-9640 or oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com) 
if you are interested. Many, many thanks. 

We look forward to sharing our Annual 
Communion Service with Shiloh Presbyterian 
members on Sunday, June 3, 2018 at OPC with 
Rev. Tyrone Carter preaching. There will be 
ONLY ONE SERVICE held that day at 11:00 A.M. 
The Deacons will provide lunch for us 
afterward. Communion will be served to the 
homebound in the afternoon. 

OPC is moving forward with the permanent 
pastor search. As a first step in the process, a 
Survey to gather enough data to move on with 
the search is being prepared by the Session 
Survey Team - Ed Jefferis, Julie Allport, Geoff 
Henry and Brett Spotts - for everyone affiliated 
with OPC to fill out and send in, either 
electronically (https://www.surveymonkey.com/ r/
SurveyOPC) or by paper copy. Once all the surveys 
have been returned and read, a Congregation 
Meeting will be held to share the results. Once 
again, we thank Pastor Scott Szabo for leading 
OPC during this transition! 

Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday, July 
15 thru Thursday, July 19. Volunteers are 
needed. Teachers and helpers are also needed 
in our Elementary Sunday School classes and 
Children’s Church. Please see Steve Doutrich if 
you can help.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Isaiah 57:15 reads, “The high and lofty one who 
lives in eternity, the Holy One, says this: “I live in 
the high and holy place with those whose spirits 
are contrite and humble. I restore the crushed 
spirit of the humble and revive the courage of 
those with repentant hearts.” 

Many people in our society have been blessed to 
the point where they own a second house. It may 
be a house at the beach, a cabin in the 
mountains, a winter home in the south where it is 
always warm or a summer house in the north 
where the weather is cooler. As I read this verse, I 
see that God has two places where He dwells. He 
lives in the high and holy place called heaven. 
Isaiah writes in chapter 6, that the Lord God sits 
on a lofty throne in heaven. But He has a second 
address, it is the hearts of every believer. 1 
Corinthians 6:19 says that God has made our 
bodies His temple, where He dwells. His presence 
restores our souls. His abiding Spirit within us 
radiates enthusiasm, peace, joy, gentleness, and 
the very character of Christ. The great God, who 
is big enough to fill His mighty universe, is small 
enough to live within my heart. I am the temple 
of God. He literally dwells in me. Hallelujah! 

So, God has two addresses, heaven above and in 
the hearts of every true believer. So this Summer 
when you travel to another place for vacation, 
and you reside there for a weekend, or a week, 
remember that God resides in two places too!  

Discourse 
from the 
Director 

Lamplighter 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: 
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 
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Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020    

Andy Arthur John Day Lisa Claypoole 

Alberta Gehron Sabina Fomunyam Carol Latsch 

Danielle Stapleton Barbara Hill Elaine Pennell 

Herman Wharton Charlie Stoltzfus Gale Sauer 

  Justin Williams , Youth 

Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020Class of 2020    

Jackie Caleb David Fomunyam Julie Allport 

Beth MacMillan Geoffrey Henry Joe Bauer 

Walt Osborne Steve Hill Ed Jefferis 

Missy Sarver Kay Skinner (2nd term) Rob Shaffer (2nd Term) 

Ashley Whiteman Brett Spotts Jim Sumner 

  

We are in need of a host for the June 24 
Community Meal! If you are interested, please 
see Beverly Hartgrove or Jackie Caleb. Thanks. 

Many thanks for continuing to give your pledges 
over the next two years for the Capital Campaign. 
You are appreciated! 

(Session Notes Continued from page 2) 

ordinary. Of course, we’ll continue to worship, to 
do the things that God’s people do, and to 
celebrate the traditions that are special to OPC, 
but we will also spend time considering what God 
is even now leading this congregation to be and 
do in its next season of ministry. Let us do so in 
a spirit of expectation and celebration, 
recognizing God’s faithfulness in the past and 
God’s presence with us today, as well as our 
ability to give God glory through the often 
ordinary exercise of daily living. And let us be 
people who eagerly wait upon the Lord, the Lord 
who took from the Earth the ordinary elements of 
water, bread, and wine, and who made them 
extraordinary by communicating His presence 
and God’s love through them. 

Faithfully, Pastor Scott 

(Pastor’s Corner Continued from page 2) 
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Community Meal Hosted by  

No Host Yet 

June -5:30-7:00 �.�. It is 

FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE. 

Come and fellowship with your 

neighbors.  

HELP!! Sign Up to Host Community Meals — We need 
groups, families or organizations to sign up to host for one 
month. June is OPEN. Help us to fill up our calendar 
downstairs by the Outreach Bulletin Board. You will have 
plenty of help and Outreach pays the bill. Any questions, 
see Bev Hartgrove. 

OPC’s Mission Report 

In honor of Mother and Father’s Day Outreach is donating $400 to Oxford Fire Department. They 
help us all in many ways. 

OPC is donating $1000 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) to help with US floods and 
ongoing world disasters, especially the surrounding countries of Syria. Thanks to a generous 
congregation for all donations. 

Other OPC Missions supported quarterly are: Basic Mission Support $1,500 to PCUSA, Neighborhood 
Services Center $2,000, Domestic Violence Center $125, Lighthouse Ministry $500, Family Promise 
(homeless program in So. Chester Co.) $250, ACE (Anti Human Trafficking) $200, Chester County 
Children, Inc. $200, Oaks Ministry (homeless women) $175, Meeting Ground (homeless program in 
Cecil County, MD) $125, Onesimus Prison Ministry $200, Oxford Senior Center $200 

Family Promise is Southern Chester County’s Answer to Homelessness 

Family Promise of Southern Chester County is a program whose mission is to help children and their 
families who are experiencing homelessness. The organization helps families with a warm place to 
stay, hot meals, clean clothes, and most importantly, hope and support. These families have hope to 
know they will regain their independence and dignity, and receive support from our caring network to 
help find employment and a place to call home. 

Since opening in November 2015, Family Promise of Southern Chester County has served 26 families
(34 adults and 62 children), placing 21 families in permanent housing. We are in line with the nation-
wide success rate for Family Promise with having more than 75% of families still in sustainable housing 
one year after leaving the program. We are also in line with the nationwide success for families staying 
in the program an average of 60 days. 

Susan Minarchi, Executive Director, came to OPC and spoke to us in early April. Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church houses the homeless group for one week every 13 weeks. OPC is partnered with Sacred Heart 
to meet the needs of the homeless families. Gale Sauer, OPC’s Coordinator, is recruiting for volunteers 
to help. You do not have to have background clearances if you only want to come and help prepare or 
serve meals, or move cots from church to church. The Family Shelter needs volunteers the week of 
June 3-9. Contact Gale Sauer at gale.m.sauer@gmail.com, if interested. 
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7 P.M. OPC 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Our May meeting was rescheduled to June 4 when we 
will discuss Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders  

Our next regularly scheduled meeting is June 25, when 
we will discuss You Don’t Have to say You Love Me by 

Sherman Alexie. 

 
We are now less than a month from the start of Relay for Life of Southern Chester 
County at Oxford! This family friendly fundraising event will run from 4 P.M on June 
15, 2018 through Noon on June 16th at the Oxford Area Football Stadium (301 S. 5th 
Street, Oxford). The theme of this year’s event is “Beach Bash” and all ideas for site 
decorations and activities are welcome! 

There are still many opportunities to be involved with our team this year. 

 Sign up to walk as a team member, survivor, or caretaker. 
 Donate to our team or a participating team member. 
 Save any wayward coins to contribute to our loose change collection jar. 
 Volunteer to help us at the event with set-up, tear-down, or running the silent auction. 
 Dedicate a Luminaria to remember loved ones lost to cancer or to honor those currently battling 

the disease.  

Our team would like to thank those who have already donated as well as those who have signed on as 
participants. You are truly helping to celebrate those who have won their battle against cancer, 
support those still in the battle, remember those no longer with us, and fight back against this disease 

that robs so many of so much.  

We are very excited to be a part of this event that truly embodies our hope for the 
future. Make sure to mark your calendar and get those walking shoes ready. For 
more information contact Barbara Boyle at 484-667-2022 or bboyle57@gmail.com  

Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs 
to the church office. They 
are being collected to 

donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in 

Wilmington, DE. 

What a great morning at Divine Sent Food Cupboard spent serving the health needs of the Oxford 
community. La Communidad Hispaná served 17 clients partnering with the food pantry, the Health 
Department and volunteer Gale Sauer, RN from OPC. The holistic services included vital signs, glucose 
and cholesterol screening, assistance with ESL, job search and insurance applications as well as 
consultation with a physician. 
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PW Purpose 
Forgiven and freed by God in 
Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, we commit 
ourselves 

• to nurture our faith through 
prayer and Bible study, 

• to support the mission of the 
church worldwide, 

• to work for justice and peace,  

• and to build an inclusive, 
caring community of women 
that strengthens the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
and witnesses to the promise 
of God’s kingdom. 

Horizon Bible Study Workshop 

Saturday August 11, 2018 

9:30 A.M. 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 

Leader Rev. Jane DeFord 

Lunch $7.00 

Come hear about the new Bible Study, 
Join us for an overview and tips for 
teaching. Everyone welcome, whether 
you are teaching or a member of a 
study group, you will benefit from this 
workshop. 

Please let Lorraine Holton know by 
August 1 if you would like to attend, 
and whether you will stay for lunch. 

Speaking of the Horizon Bible Study 

By Lorraine Holton 

Both of the Presbyterian Women circles of Oxford Presbyterian are no 
longer meeting. I find this heart-breaking. With that in mind, I am 
willing to resurrect the Shalom Circle beginning this fall. I know the 
ladies who were previous members of the circle are unwilling to come 
out at night. Also, meeting during the day would exclude anyone who 
works. Would there be any interest in meeting one Saturday morning 
a month, or one Sunday afternoon a month to do the Bible Study? 

It’s a wonderful time of study and fellowship, and the Horizon Bible 
Studies are always of very high quality. I look forward to hearing from 
you (men are welcome to join us also). 
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First Friday Lunch Bunch – 
June 1 – Meet at Wyncote 
at 11:30 A.M. Be sure to let 
us know so there will be a 
chair for you at the table. 
Sign up sheet in the office, 

or call the office. 

RSVP�for�all�Oxford�Senior�
Center�Activities�by�calling�the�
Oxford�Area�Senior�Center�at�

610-932-5244�or�Email:�
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net�

June 13 @ 7–9 P.M. – Join us for a Patriotic DIY craft class with our great partners 
from Pickled Pickles. We will make a flora arrangement to celebrate our great 
country! The arrangement can be used for Memorial Day, Flag Day, or the 4th of 
July. Just think how charming this will be on your table for Summer holiday 
gatherings. Materials fee is $15 payable to the instructor. R.S.V.P. 

June 27 @ 7–9 P.M. – Genealogy Workshop – Genealogist Kristine Parkes is 
returning to present “A Closer Look at Vital and Census Records.” Vital records 
and census records are the backbone of genealogy research. This workshop 
will give participants an in-depth overview of these records and the valuable 
information that they provide genealogists. After the presentation, Kristine will 
be available to assist with your genealogy questions. R.S.V.P. 

July 11@ 7 P.M. – Bluegrass Under The Stars – Free concert. Enjoy an evening of 
toe-tapping, knee-slapping bluegrass tunes performed by local favorite the 
Blades of Grass Bluegrass Band. Bring your own lawn chair, blanket and 
refreshments (no alcoholic beverages). Music lovers of all ages are welcome. 
The concert is free; Donations are greatly appreciated. If it rains, the concert 
will be rescheduled .R.S.V.P. 

Check out the 
bulletin board in 
the first floor 
hallway for 
complete 

descriptions of 
these activities. 

Upcoming Events at the Oxford Senior Center: 

Tuesday, June 14, 2018 

“Pasta for a Purpose” 

 
Dinners may be picked up between 3 and 6 P.M. 

Cost:	Only	$7.00	per	dinner	
Enjoy	a	delicious	take-out	spaghetti	dinner	in	the	comfort	of	your	own	home.	

Dinner	includes:	Spaghetti	w/Meatballs,	Salad	w/dressing,		
Fresh	Baked	Roll	and	a	Homemade	Dessert.    

We failed to acknowledge Trevor Carter in 
last month’s Lamplighter.  

Forgive us Trevor!  
Trevor Carter graduates from Oxford 

High School this year. 

Picture from the 2014 mission 

trip to Niagara Falls, NY 
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NOMADS 

A combined NOMADS and Church Picnic will be held on June 10, 2018 at 1:00 P.M. at Nottingham 
Park.  

We have reserved Pavilion #2 for a fun day with family and friends. Please bring a covered dish to 
share. 

This is a spacious area with a playground for the children. Like any other family picnics, feel free to 
bring favorite fun things to do whether it be a Frisbee, guitar, keyboard, singalongs, three-legged 
races or simply socializing.  

If transportation is needed, let it be known. ALL ARE WELCOME! 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE OFFICE BY JUNE 3. Please indicate number attending.  

Lincoln University Concert Choir to Share in Oxford 
Presbyterian Worship Service 

By Julie Allport 

Because summer is a time when many of us plan 
to be out of town on one or more weekends, I 
would like to give the congregation advance 
notice of a special event that will be happening 
during worship this summer. I am pleased to 
announce that on Sunday, August 19 we will have the 
Lincoln University Concert Choir as our special 
musical guests during our 9:30 worship service. 
The choir is under the direction of Dr. Camilla 
Horne and will present several musical selections 
during the service. I will provide more detailed 
information about the choir and the music they 
will be offering in the July/August Lamplighter. 
Pastor Scott and I are looking forward to planning 
the worship service around the choir music and 
hope to have a large congregation present to 
experience this special event. 
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Plans for this year’s Apple Festival are well underway. We’ve 
already filled 43 of our vendor spaces! 

The proceeds from this year’s festival will be distributed 
between our church (40%), The Lighthouse Youth Center (30%) 
and La Comunidad Hispana (LCH) (30%). 

Start thinking about ways you can be involved with the 
Festival. We are really looking for someone to head up the 
Silent Auction. We have several who what to help, but we need 
a leader. Let Teressa Verkamp know where you’d like to help. 

 

September 29, 2018 at the 
Oxford Memorial Park 
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“We love, because he first loved us”   1 John 4:19 June 2018 

Bless the lighthouse! 

Lighthouse Youth Center Vision Statement: Changing the world through Jesus Christ … one child at a time 

 

 

Saturday, June 16th 
  

Deadline to register is 

Friday, June 8th 
 

Contact the Lighthouse for more 

information at 610-467-6000 

or tonya@oxfordlighthouse.org 

JOB OPENING:  PROGRAM ASSISTANT 
Job Description:  

 
• 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm 

• Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays 

• Setting up equip-
ment 

• Leading programs  

• Sharing Jesus 
Christ 

• 5 pm meal program 

• Clean-up 

Join Our Team:  

 

If you are interested in 
our program assistant job 
opening, please contact 

Buzz Tyson,  
Executive Director at   
610-467-6000 or 

buzz@oxfordlighthouse.org 
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Learning 
 
Ministry 

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS! 
group leaders, craft helpers, decoration helpers 

6:30-8:30 %.'. 

Last VBS Planning Meeting  - June 12 @ 7 %.'.  Fellowship Hall 

Pray for: 

- safety as we travel 

- safety on the work site 

- that we would be able to get 
much done for the 
homeowner. 

- that the homeowner and 
other people would see the 
love of Jesus in our lives  

- that our team would grow 
closer together as 
brothers/sisters in Christ 

- that each of us would grow 
closer to Christ and our faith 
would be strengthened. 

Please Pray for the Summer Mission Team 
We will be repairing houses damaged 
by Hurricane Irma last summer in 
Brunswick, Ga. 

Claire Taylor Dusty Jones Steve Doutrich 

Emily Koza Dakota Jones Jim Sumner 

Julia Nask Jack Ewing Brooke Dillard 

Ellie Arthur Justin Williams Carley Stoltzfus 

Clare Slinkard Dillon Williams Stephanie Ewing 

Lillie Spotts  Gale Sauer Lorraine Holton 

Lisa Koza Sophie Woods John Day 

Joanne Herr Andy Arthur 
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Members of Oxford Presbyterian Church, 

We are preparing to embark on a journey 
together to search for a new installed pastor. As 
a preliminary step, before a Pastor Nominating 
Committee can begin the search, Session is 
tasked with trying to understand the needs and 
hopes of the congregation. Toward that end 
Session has approved a survey that we hope 
everyone in the OPC family will take time to 
prayerfully consider and fill out over the next 
month or so. 

Every member on the church email list will 
receive a link to survey monkey, an online 
website that helps keep track of the survey and 
tabulates results. There will also be a link to the 
survey on the church website.  

We realize that not everyone has access to a 
computer or the internet, so hard copies of the 
survey will also be available. They will be mailed 
to any members not on the church’s email list. 
They will also be available in the Church office. 

We will be reminding folks of the survey in the 
announcements on Sunday mornings. We would 
like every member to participate. This is your 
opportunity to help determine the direction we 
take, and shape how OPC will serve our 
community in the future! We are including the 
sample questions here in the Lamplighter, so 
you can begin searching your hearts and 
considering your responses. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to any Session member, 
Pastor Scott or the Church office if you have any 
questions or troubles filling out the survey. 

Thank you, and may the Peace of Christ be with 
you, 

The OPC Session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPC Survey to Prepare for a New Installed Pastor 

1. How do you see God at work in our 
congregation? What are the best things 
about our ministry and mission? 

2. What are the greatest needs in our 
community and world? How does our 
congregation make a difference in 
addressing these needs? 

3. What are our biggest challenges as a 
congregation? 

4. What characteristics and skills will the 
person called to serve as a pastor for 
Oxford Presbyterian Church need to 
demonstrate? 

5. In two years, what ministry or mission do 
you hope we will be growing as a 
congregation? 

6. What else is on your heart and mind?  

In Search of a New Pastor 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS! 
Learn how to knit 
Prayer Squares. We 
seem to need more 
and more each 

Sunday. Join us on 
Tuesdays from 12 to 2. 
We are knitting in the 

Bride’s Parlor. 

S.A.I.L. (Single 
Adults In the 

Lord) 
Activities  

For men & women 
40 + who are 
never married, 
separated, 
divorced or 
widowed for 

monthly Christian fellowship for members 
or just attending (prefer adults only, no 
children). Also including Shiloh 
Presbyterian, our sister church.  

Sun., June 10th (Summer Worship Hours 
begin at 9:30 A.M.) Nottingham Inn for 
breakfast - meet at 11 A.M. EDT. Located at: 
90 Baltimore Pk., Nottingham, PA 19362  

Upcoming Event - 7/1 Lunch at Woody’s, 
Northeast, MD and browse through shops 
afterwards. After Sunday service. 

luv2laugh08@gmail.com & cell: 484-686-7735.  

Please let Carol Latsch know if coming or 
not coming. If you need a ride she can 
accommodate three people. 

Carol Latsch, Coordinator email: 
luv2laugh08@gmail.com or  
cell: 484-686-7735 (call or text). 

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, Educating) – 
Anti-Human Trafficking Alliance of Oxford 

Meetings are the First Saturday of October 
through May at the Oxford Senior Center from 

9 A.M. (refreshments) to 10:30 A.M. 
(presentation).  

Questions: Peggy Ann Russell (610-932-0337) 

P. O. Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363 

This poem was published in the February 1983 issue of 
“The Lamplighter.” My mom (who passed away in 2004) 
liked it so much she cut it out and tucked it away in her 
Bible until I recently found it. I thought it warranted being 
published again.  

Lorraine Holton 

Do It Anyway 

People are unreasonable, illogical and self-centered; 
Love them anyway. 

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior 
motives; 
Do good anyway.  

If you’re successful, you win false friends and make true 
enemies; 
Try to succeed anyway,  

The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow; 
Be good anyway. 

Honesty and frankness will get you nowhere; they make you 
vulnerable, 
Be honest and frank anyway,. 

People favor underdogs, but they follow the top dogs; 
Fight for some underdogs anyway.  

What you spend days building may be destroyed overnight; 
Do it anyway.  

People really need help but they attack you if you try to help 
them; 
Try anyway. 

Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the 
mouth; 
Give the world the best you have anyway. 
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Time’s up, #MeToo and #ChurchToo 

By Rhashell Hunter | The Racial Ethnic Torch 

 

LOUISVILLE – The 2016 presidential electoral campaign brought up is-
sues that were disturbing to many women. The criteria for fitness of 
the woman candidate for the office of president, such as comments 
about the clothes she wore, for example, were standards seemingly 
not imposed on male candidates in the race. The comments surround-
ing women’s bodies were also alarming. These conversations brought 
up a sort of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) for some women, as 
they themselves have experienced sexual harassment and discrimina-
tion. 

A recent PC(USA) Gender and Leadership in the Church research project found that eight out of ten 
women teaching elders have experienced discrimination, harassment, and/or prejudicial comments 
due to their gender, and four out of ten feel that they have experienced gender bias in hiring, promo-
tion or selection for an official position within the PC(USA) (to see these findings, go to pcusa.org/
genderandleadership). 

While we celebrate the many women ministers and heads of staff in the PC(USA), and also that the 
222nd General Assembly (2016) elected two clergywomen as co-moderators, the Rev. Tanya Denise 
Anderson and the Rev. Jan Edmiston — the first all-women moderatorial team in the history of our 
church — we are saddened by the stories of sexism and discrimination that many clergywomen, in 
particular, still share. This is the very time to recommit to a common goal to create an awareness of 
sexism and institutional racism in the church and create an environment where women Presbyterians 
can serve fully in ministry and leadership. 

At the 223rd General Assembly (2018), there are many issues of interest to women, including sexual 
misconduct, paid family leave, gun violence, mental illness, calling for an immediate moratorium on 
all executions, celebrating the gifts of people of diverse gender identities, climate change, divesting 
from fossil fuels, environmental racism, addressing disparities experienced by black women and girls, 
and more.  

At the GA Women of Faith Awards Breakfast on Sunday, June 17, from 7:30–9:15 A.M. at the Marriott 
Grand in St. Louis, we will recognize the faithful witness of three “Clergywomen Who Challenge Racism 
and Injustice.” The 2018 awardees are Amantha Barbee, Charlotte, North Carolina; Karen Hernandez-
Granzen, Trenton, New Jersey; and Liz Theoharis, New York City. 

And the Women’s Orientation breakfast will be held at GA on Saturday, June 16, from 7:00–9:00 a.m. 
at the Marriott Grand in St. Louis. Connect with women who are working to take us to a time of ac-
countability and equality. Gain wisdom and insights while interacting with the co-moderators of the 
222nd G.A. (2016) and discover how the voices of women will be heard at General Assembly. To read 
the joint statement on sexual injustice issued by Presbyterian Women and the Advocacy Committee 
for Women’s Concerns, go to pcusa.org/sexual-injustice.  

 

 

You may freely reuse and distribute this article in its entirety for non-commercial purposes in any medium. Please 
include author attribution, photography credits, and a link to the original article. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDeratives 4.0 International License. 

Presbyterian Women participat-
ing in a march for peace and jus-
tice for all women.  
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1 John Holton 

1 Linda Love 
1 Win Slauch 

3 Andrew Atkinson 

4 Jack Ewing 

5 Jacob Gane 
7 Delaney Cowan 

7 Stephanie Ewing 

9 Pauline Mackenzie 
9 Ann Terry 

9 Greg Hudler 
12 Meade Nelles 
13 Tyler Carter 
15 Danielle Stapleton 

15 Gale Sauer 
15 Eric Gundrum 

16 Barbara Fisher 
17 Toni Ashburn 

17 Murray Johnston 

18 Erica Gallagher 

19 Marilyn Cummings 
19 Nancy Greer 
19 Mike Hartman 

23 Cristina Tackett 
25 Jackie Caleb 

25 Steve Chimchirian 

25 Kaden Cave 

25 Dakota Jones 
26 Robert Shaffer 
27 Linda Allen 

27 Ryan Gallagher 
28 Donna Abel 
29 Ediene Ringler 
29 Rick Taylor 
29 Alex Wharton 

29 Augustine Szabo 

30 Danielle Farmer 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

June Birthdays 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving 

$650,000 

$820,000+ 

$529,714 

Capital Campaign Status Report 
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