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April 1 – Easter Sunday
7 A.M. – Sunrise Service on the Green
7:30-10:30 A.M. – Easter Breakfast –
OPC Fellowship Hall
8:15 A.M. – Early Worship
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
Jesus Paid the Price. You Keep the Change
The Deacons will be serving Easter Breakfast on April 1 after the Sunrise
Service, from 7:30 to 10:30 A.M. Everyone is welcome. Please come and
enjoy Fellowship with Rev. Szabo and his family.
On The Menu:

Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of
Jesus Christ with the local and
world communities.

Eggs, pancakes, bacon, sausage, hash brown
casserole. Cream chipped beef, fruit, orange juice,
coffee, hot tea, and water.

This is one of many events that the Deacons really enjoy doing.
Only Jesus could build a bridge to heaven with just two boards.

By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Hallelujah!!
Dear friends,
Having heard so much about OPC through the
years I am very excited to be with you in this
season as I serve as your transitional pastor. I have
long appreciated Oxford’s commitment to service
and welcome, and since arriving I’ve been amazed
to see just how deeply those commitments run.
Your congregation’s interest in blessing the Oxford
community is inspiring, and the warmth you have
shown my family as we settle in has meant the
world to us. Thank you for who you are and what
you are doing.
So you know, my main focus as my ministry at OPC
begins is one of learning. I want to get to know the
rhythms of the place, the community that
surrounds the Church, the programs that are
offered, and, most importantly the people who
make OPC what it is. For me this means a lot of
visiting with folks, asking questions, attending
meetings, and paying attention. It means looking
for ways to support and encourage the good work
that is already being done, and to serve as a pair of
fresh eyes in situations where people feel stuck.
For me, it’s about getting to know the OPC
community and learning about what God is calling
it to be in this next season, all the while prayerfully
discerning with you how best to move towards that
vision.
I could use your help in that process. I’ll be visiting
a lot of you in the next several weeks, but I likely
won’t make it to all of you immediately. I
encourage you to be proactive if you would like a
chance to chat. Please feel free to ask for an
appointment, either at the office, over coffee or
lunch, or in your home. I’d be delighted to meet
with you. Also, please continue to introduce
yourself to me! I am working diligently to learn
your names, but a helpful assist never hurts.
Finally, please pray for me regularly, that I will
listen well and be granted wisdom and
understanding as I shepherd your congregation.
And know I am praying for you. What a joy it is to
minister with you in this season.

We are happy to welcome Transitional Pastor
Scott Szabo on board the OPC train! We had
our first Session meeting with him as
Moderator and it went well. Remember to wear
your name tags so he can get to know us. We
look forward to meeting your wife, Mikhal, and
your children. Thank you, Pastor Scott, for
answering the call!
We have three newly trained and licensed Food
Handlers for our Kitchen duties:
Bethany Atkinson, Beverly Hartgrove and Jackie
Caleb! Whenever food is prepared in the
kitchen, a licensed food handler should be
present. Thank you, Ladies, and Many Thanks
to the Presbyterian Women’s Kitchen staff for
ALL their work throughout the year.
A fundraiser breakfast will be held at the
Sawmill Grill on Saturday, April 7 at 8:30 AM.
Tickets are available in the Church Office. This
will benefit the Summer Mission Trip to
Brunswick, GA in June. Adults can also sign up
for this Mission Trip. Vacation Bible School will
be held July 15–19, 2018. Please see Steve
Doutrich if you can help with VBS or Sunday
School!
Thank you for continuing to send in your
Capital Campaign pledges! The new heating
and air conditioning systems’ replacements
are nearing completion. The new sound
system is in place and is still being “tuned.”
Training classes have been given to the sound
technicians.
We are still in need of someone(s) to head
up the Apple Festival to be held September
29, 2018.
Please get in touch with former Chairperson
Neeley Spotts as she is willing to help you
get started!

A blessed Eastertide to you all, Pastor Scott
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Jackie Caleb
Beth MacMillan
Walt Osborne
Missy Sarver
Ashley Whiteman

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018
Andy Arthur
Alberta Gehron
Danielle Stapleton
Herman Wharton
Justin Williams , Youth

Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Elaine Pennell
Gale Sauer

Sometimes truth can be stranger than fiction.
When you consider the facts concerning the
Easter story, this is especially true. How can a
person who was certified as dead, wrapped up in
strips of cloth and laid in a cold, damp cave come
back to life? How could he move a huge stone
that sealed the tomb? When you consider the
facts from purely a natural viewpoint, it would be
impossible that this could ever happen. But it did,
because Jesus was different from the rest of us.
He was God as well as human.
Even though Jesus told his disciples and followers
numerous times that He would die and be raised
to life again, they did not comprehend it.
(Matthew 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19) No one
waited expectantly for Jesus to be raised from the
dead. The disciples gathered together as a
defeated and lost group of people. It was not
until Jesus appeared to the disciples that changed
them. Even Thomas refused to believe until he
saw Jesus face to face. Today, we are faced with
the same question, what are we going to do with
the resurrected Jesus? Are we going to believe?
There were hundreds of people who saw Jesus
and believed and their lives were changed
forever. (1 Corinthians 15:6)

Pastor Scott hit the ground running by attending the
Blue and Gold Banquet of our Charter Pack 213 on the
Saturday after his first Sunday with us.
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HELP!! Sign Up to Host Community Meals —June is just
around the corner... We need groups, families or
organizations to sign up to host for one month. June is
OPEN. Help us to fill up our calendar downstairs by the
Outreach Bulletin Board. You will have plenty of help and
Outreach pays the bill. Any questions, see Bev Hartgrove.

–
A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and
oppressed. Three important PC(USA) ministries are supported by OGHS.
1. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - PDA is thankful for the continued generosity of Presbyterians
which enables us – together – to bear witness of the healing love of Christ to disaster survivors
around the world. Your gifts help disaster survivors find hope out of the chaos of disasters that have
impacted their lives. In 2014, One Great Hour of Sharing and designated funds through PDA
provided: $813,161 in 16 COUNTRIES, and $701,710 IN 23 STATES.

2. Presbyterian Hunger Program - Alleviating hunger and eliminating its causes
3. Self Development of People - Self Development Of People (SDOP)
One of the wonderful things about this ministry is that through your gifts thousands of communities
all over the world have an opportunity to take control of their own destinies and develop solutions to
their own challenges. The power of your giving is in the fact that it gives hope, meaning and purpose
to people who for one reason or another find themselves in hopeless situations. Your kindness is a
clear demonstration of God’s love and call to serve one another with that which we have been given.
HELP US sustain the important PC(USA) ministries and programs that are
supported by One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.
Oaks Ministry is happy to announce that another lady has
graduated from our program. This lady came into our program
homeless on a limited income and unable to support herself.
During her time with us she was able to get a part-time job and
save enough money to get her own apartment. So we celebrate!
She is no longer homeless. We are excited for her and wish her
the best in this new journey in life. Trusting that the spiritual
seeds planted will continue to grow. To God be the Glory!! We
also celebrate a new house manager for Oaks 2. We are still in
need of a House Manager in Oaks 1. Keep us in your prayers.
from Robin Martin

Page 4

REMINDER: Family Promise
Meeting on April 4 at 6pm in
Fellowship Hall. All are
welcome. Training for
volunteers to be discussed.
Family Promise is the
Homeless program for
Southern Chester County.
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OPC will be a participating team again in the Relay for Life of Southern Chester
County at Oxford. Relay for Life is an organized, overnight fundraising walk where
team members take turns walking around a track. Many teams even camp out at
the track for the night. It is a family-friendly event filled with fun, food, games,
music, and entertainment.
This year’s Relay will start on June 15, 2018 at 4 P.M. and run through NOON on
June 16 at the Oxford Area Football Stadium (301 S. 5th Street, Oxford). This is an opportunity for
OPC to not only support our community but to celebrate those who have won their battle against
cancer, support those still in the battle, remember those no longer with us, and fight back against
this disease that robs so many of so much.
It may only be April, and the thought of walking around a track may not be very
appealing, but cancer does not respect the time of year or weather. Make sure to
mark your calendar, be looking for upcoming information on the many ways to
get involved, and get your walking shoes ready!
For more information contact Barbara Boyle at 484-667-2022 or bboyle57@gmail.com

Fair Trade coffee will be on sale on
April 8 after both services. Through
our Fair Trade partnerships with
co-ops, small scale farmers gain
crucial market access they wouldn’t
otherwise have. The co-ops are
democratically run by the farmers,
so that together they decide how to
invest in their communities.

Neighborhood Services Center’s
Annual Dinner Auction is Saturday,
April 28th at 6 P.M. Location is Sacred
Heart School, 205 Church Road,
Oxford, PA. To purchase tickets visit
www.oxfordnsc.org/dinner-auction or
call April Herr (484)702-2210.

–

We give thanks to the “behind the scenes” teams who count and deposit the tithes and offerings in
the bank each week. We give thanks to you, OPCers, for your generosity in continuing to support the
church!
The Deacons are revamping our Shepherding program. You will be hearing from your “Shepherd”
soon.
If you have any OPC questions, please feel free to ask any Session member; they will be happy to hear
from you: Jackie Caleb, Beth MacMillan, Walt Osborne, Missy Sarver, Ashley Whiteman, David
Fomunyam, Geoffrey Henry, Steve Hill, Kay Skinner, Brett Spotts, Julie Allport, Joe Bauer, Ed Jefferis,
Rob Shaffer and Jim Sumner.
We give THANKS to our God and Father for His many blessings throughout the years and for sending
His Son, Jesus Christ, to save us!
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If you are 40 years
old and up

The next gathering of NOMADS
is on April 21. There is a signup sheet in the church office or
contact Ethel Backenstose at
610-869-6569..

Never married,
Separated,
Divorced or
Widowed
This may be the new singles group for you,
for both men and women. (Prefer just
adults, no children).
For OPC members and those just attending
for monthly Christian fellowship.
Saturday, 4/14 from 1-3 P.M. at British Bell Tea
Room in Newark, DE. Pay when arrive: $19.95.
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP IS APRIL 6. Let Carol
Latch know if you need a ride.

-

-

Many, many thanks and hugs
for all the wonderful
outpouring of prayers, calls,
cards, food and love during
my shoulder surgery. I am
recuperating and will soon
begin physical therapy!!!
Love, love, love our church
family!!!

–

-

Meetings are the First Saturday of October through
May at the Oxford Senior Center from 9 A.M.
(refreshments) to 10:30 A.M. (presentation).

Ann Terry

????????????
Questions: Peggy Ann Russell (610-932-0337)
P. O. Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363

7 P.M. OPC
Fellowship
Hall
Our next meeting is April 30, when we will discuss
Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue.
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Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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“We love, because he first loved us” 1 John 4:19

Homework Help
Volunteers Needed!
The Lighthouse Youth Center provides
homework assistance to the Oxford youth
Monday-Thursday from 5:30 P.M. to 6:30 P.M.
Volunteers are needed to assist with daily
assignments, math skills, and reading.
If you can help, please contact Amy Perkins at 610467-6000 or amy@oxfordlighthouse.org

REMINDER!
For your April 26th banquet
ticket, please call the Lighthouse at 610-467-6000 or email
tonya@oxfordlighthouse.org

Every day from 2:30pm - 4:00pm youth are
able to have a free snack at the Lighthouse.
Many students have early lunches and are
hungry when they come to us after school. We
provide youth with a healthy snack to ensure
that they can participate in our afternoon
activities and complete their homework
assignments.

Donations Needed: fruit cups, granola
bars, and individually wrapped snacks.

Lighthouse Youth Center Vision Statement: Changing the world through Jesus Christ … one child at a time
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April 11 @ 7 p.m. – Fun and Relaxing evening with Clarissa Sharrow
making All-Occasion Greeting Cards. Rubber stamping is a great
way to make personal handmade cards. Clarissa will teach
techniques that can be used to design unique cards with special
equipment and supplies. Materials fee is $10 (cash only) for four
cards and envelopes. Class size is limited to 10.

-

April 18 @ 7 p.m. – Patriotic DIY craft class with our great partners from
Pickled Pickles. We will make a flora arrangement to celebrate our
great country! The arrangement can be used for Memorial Day,
Flag Day, or the Fourth of July. Materials fee is $25 payable to the
instructor. RSVP..

-

Check out the
bulletin board in
the first floor
hallway for
complete
descriptions of
these activities.

-

Treat your friends to a great, inexpensive lunch

For several weeks we all had
the opportunity to
contribute to the
Presbyterian Women mission
to help theVillage called
“When the Bough Breaks.”
The results are in. We
collected $1,286.50,
$951.50 of which came from
the Community Preschool.

April’s unsung
hero joined OPC
in May of 1991.
Twice a week, he can be
found helping Clyde around
the church, taking out trash and
recycling, mowing and trimming grass in
the summer, clearing snow in the winter,
vacuuming and dusting around the building. He
never forgets a birthday, and his is December
11th. He likes fluffy dogs and warm sunny days.
Thank you, Peter Vernooy.
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You are cordially invited to a

Enjoy a runway show featuring the hottest
fashion and newest collections from
All proceeds benefit Oxford Women’s Club &
Ware Presbyterian Village Auxiliary

Light fare & refreshments to be served

Sunday, April 8, 2018 –

2 P.M. – 4 P.M.

Vista Ridge at Ware Presbyterian
1162 Kensington Lane, Oxford PA 19363

LAMPLIGHTER

Sunday School
Teachers Needed!
Do you enjoy helping children
learn? Do you like to see their eyes
light up when they understand
something new for the first time? Do
you enjoy teaching and helping
children to understand the Bible? Do
you like to have fun? Do you want to
make a difference that will last for all
of eternity? Do you want to make a
difference that could be multiplied
many times over? Then we have an
opportunity for you!! We are in need
of teachers and helpers in our
Elementary Sunday School classes! If
you are interested, please see
Steve D. today!

Breakfast at Sawmill Grill
Saturday, April 7
8:30 A.M.
Tickets - $12 adults $6 under 12
Contact any student or Church
office for tickets
MUST SELL MINIMUM 80 TIX
BENEFITS SUMMER MISSION TEAM

July 15-19
6:30-8:30 P.M .
Please plan to join us for
an exciting week of VBS!
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APRIL 3rd & MAY 1st

BEGINNING AT 6:30 PM
Please join us for the second of three dynamic and
informal historic talks given by Dr. Richard Winchester.
All are welcome to attend any or all of the talks.
Now retired, Richard Winchester graduated from
Ursinus College in 1957 and later earned his PhD from
the University of Rochester. For 39 years, until June of
2000, he labored as a Professor of History at Lincoln
University where he also served as Vice President of
Academic Affairs.

Capital Campaign Status Report
$650,000
$820,000+
$520,887
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1
2
2
2
3
4
5
6
11
12
12
16
17

Tanner Smith
Sherry Andrews
Blaire Hastings
Mary Boohar
Jenna Hammond
John Lilley
Melissa Crawford
Ed Jefferis
Karen Henry
Bill Stullken
Eric Grubb
Shelley Meadowcroft
Dotty Rhodes

17
18
18
18
18
19
19
21
21
22
22
22
23

Raymond Kodish
Andrew Kamp
Ryan Tackett
Brooke Cave
Kimberly Smith
Daren Verkamp
Mary Ann Harvey
Amin Turns
Suzanne Herr
Shirley Barker
Thomas Cave
Karen Williams
Joshua Chimchirian

23
24
24
24
26
26
27
29
30
30
30

Katie McFadien Yoder
Matthew Barlow
Ryan Montgomery
Stefanie Watson
Mary Alice Hoffman
Mitch Perry
Grace Eagle
Kathy Elters
Carol Groff
Jim Nelles
Michael Watson

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

–

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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