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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of
Jesus Christ with the local and
world communities.

Slinkard Family Retirement Party – February 17, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. in the
Fellowship Hall Bring your favorite covered dish to share. Place settings,
rolls & butter, a cake and coffee and tea provided.

February 11, 2018, at
(lunch provided).

NOON

Come and celebrate the ministries God has given to OPC!
Support and encourage your brothers and sisters in faith.

ATTENTION MINISTRY CHAIRS!
Please submit your annual report to Lorraine by January 21!

By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session
NEW YEAR! NEW BEGINNINGS!
SAME
LOVING GOD WATCHING OVER US!

Answering the Call
When I went to college
back in the day, I was
certain that my calling was
to be an Electrical Engineer.
My specialty was to be power generation and
distribution—working with Power and Light. My
first job was with Emerson Electric as a research
and development engineer in their appliance
motor division. I loved that job in the large
Engineering bullpen working on various projects
and solving production and materials problems.
Alas, the fuel shortage crisis of 1974 hit and
Emerson’s engineering department was reduced
by 66%. I had the least seniority and was let go
after just 18 months.
Following that, I worked inside sales support
for an industrial heater manufacturer (two years),
then was hired as a salesman for one of their
representatives (two years), then was hired to do
market research for an instrumentation company
(two years), then started up a commercial
printing business with two partners (two years),
then sold my share and bought a
typesetting/graphic arts company (two years).
It was about this time that I felt like God was
calling me into the ministry. I had very little
experience in the church, but I had a great
mentor in my pastor Charles Hendricks, who told
me what his pastor had told him before he went
to seminary: “You should not consider becoming
a minister unless you can’t do anything else.”
Well, my short time in six previous careers pretty
much proved that, so I answered the call. At the
end of my full-time ministry, almost 30 years
later, and after twelve years here at OPC, I think
God put me in the right place. And I’m still
working with Power and Light!
See you in church!
PEACE,
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We welcome our newest members to Session
and Deacons’ Boards:
SESSION
Julie Allport
Rob Shaffer (2nd term)
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Jim Sumner
Dustin Jones, Youth Rep

DEACONS
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Elaine Pennell
Gale Sauer
Justin Williams,
Youth Rep

Many thanks are given to those going off the
Boards:
SESSION
DEACONS
Karen Olivieri
Lara Orechovesky,
Andy Orechovesky
Moderator
Ali Verbanas
Sharon Brooks
Amanda Transue-Woolston Roy Caudill
Lillie Spotts,
Bob Hudler
Youth Rep (2 terms)
Joanne Herr, Youth
Rep (2 terms)

We welcome our newest OPC members: Linda
Fishman, Caitleen King, Eric and Irene Grubb,
and Thomas and Doris Colligan.
The 2018 OPC Budget has been approved by
Session. We thank ALL for their generous
support!
The Temporary/Transitional Pastor Committee
continues looking through the applicant
submissions. Walt Osborne, Chair, will keep us
informed. If you have any questions, please see
Walt or a Committee member: Elders Beth
MacMillan, Steve Hill, Brett Spotts, or Deacon
Andy Arthur. Prayers are always welcome. The
new Temporary/Transitional Pastor is expected
to be in place by March 1, 2018. Please
remember to save the date: Saturday, February
17, 2018 for the Slinkard Family Retirement
Party. Barbara Hill and Missy Sarver are in
charge of the party. The Family is featured on
the Presbyterian Foundation website at
www.presbyterianfoundation.org.

Pastor Kerry
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Jackie Caleb
Beth MacMillan
Walt Osborne
Missy Sarver
Ashley Whiteman
Dustin Jones, Youth

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Jim Sumner

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2018
Andy Arthur
Alberta Gehron
Danielle Stapleton
Herman Wharton
Justin Williams , Youth

Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Elaine Pennell
Gale Sauer

OPC’s unsung
hero for January joined
this congregation in 1982.
Several years later, she was ordained
and served on the Board of Deacons. A
devoted mother and grandmother, she has been a
faithful early elementary Sunday school teacher for
many years.

A new year always means a new start and
that’s why people make New Year’s
resolutions to start something new. So they
start a new diet or exercise program, or some
other practice to improve their life. For me,
my New Year’s resolution is not to make any
resolutions. And I keep my New Year’s
resolution every year. Well for us as a church,
2018 is going to be new and different. We
will be having a transition pastor starting in
March and the search will begin for a new
Pastor. This year will be a year of transitions
for all of us. I have enjoyed working with
Pastor Kerry and felt that we were a good
team. Working with a new person is going to
be a big transition for me too. I am excited
about our future as a church! Please join me
in praying earnestly about the transition and
continuing to moving forward as a church. We
need to be praying for God’s leading and
direction as we choose a transition pastor
and a permanent pastor. I know it will be a
prayer that God will answer for us!

In years past, you could find her in the OPC kitchen,
and more recently, she has coordinated the apple
butter making for the Apple Festival.
Thank you, Donna Krauss .
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At this point in time we have received 92 cards for
a total of $224,616 in annual pledges for 2018.
Our estimated budget for next year is $300,000.
Many thanks to everyone who already turned in
their pledges for next year!
The Stewardship Team
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LCH (also known as La Comunidad Hispana) is a nonprofit community health center in Oxford and
Kennett Square. LCH provides high quality health, dental, social, and education services for all in
southern Chester County by eliminating the many barriers to care that people in the community
face—transportation, language, insurance status, the list continues on. As a community health
center, the patient is put at the center of care, and the LCH team works to help each member live a
happy and healthy life. Below is a story of the help that an Oxford resident received at LCH and local
church volunteers—many from OPC.
Kindness and Dignity for All at LCH: *Kate’s Story
Kate spent many years of her life living in the shadows. Originally from Eastern Europe, she
struggled to get past the daily language, cultural, and socioeconomic barriers that prevented her
from living a happy and healthy life. After several years of experiencing homelessness, a group of
local Oxford churches learned of Kate’s situation and was able to make contact. The group of
churches helped her find stable housing and employment.
It had been years since she had been seen by a provider, so they took her to LCH. During the first
visit, Kate learned that she had high blood pressure and diabetes. She had never had a mammogram.
Kate was warmly taken in by LCH, and received regular check-ups, easy access to the prescriptions
needed to help manage her conditions, and was set up on a dietary program. She was treated with
kindness and dignity. One of the church volunteers reflected on the impact of LCH’s care. “Kate’s life
started to turn around, and a lot of it was due to the health care she received. At LCH, she had the
feeling of being important enough to be cared for—something she had not felt for many years.”
Kate came to LCH before the Oxford site opened, and before LCH begin providing behavioral health
services. “Kate has since passed away, but she would have benefitted so much from having LCH in
her Oxford neighborhood. LCH is filling a very deep hole in Oxford. Quality health care is so
important for every human being, yet so many do not have access to it.”
*This LCH patient is to remain anonymous and has been named “Kate” in this story.
LCH Collection Drive:
LCH is collecting new fitness equipment items for their family fitness spring walking program. The
new items needed are: resistance bands, small hand weights, stress balls, and flashlights. Donations
can be dropped off to OPC by February 25th.
LCH and January Community Meal:
LCH is sponsoring the January 2018 community meal. Come out and meet some of the staff and
volunteers from LCH, and learn about the many other ways LCH is helping to change lives in
southern Chester County!
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The Christmas Food Box Project
was a success again this year in
spite of Friday evening snow.
Thanks to Lisa Koza, Coordinator,
we gave out 135 Christmas Food
Boxes filled to the brim with turkey
or ham, bread, eggs, butter and
canned goods. We had plenty of
volunteers from OPC and the
community. We were especially
grateful for the young people from
Helping Hands, OPC Youth Group and Bethany Christian 7th and 8th Graders.
Collecting for the Holidays was the recipient of many bags of socks, underwear, toys and clothes. Four
huge boxes were delivered to Neighborhood Services Center to be distributed to needy families. Thank
you for your generosity.

Ten Thousand Villages Gift Shop had a banner year this with a grand total sales of $9,453. We sold
$7,870 of Ten Thousand Villages, $1,241 of Equal Exchange coffee, tea, chocolate, $319 of Women of
the Cloud Forest and $23 Iris Dowling, Author. We appreciate your support and all the help of setting
up, advertising, and selling.

Work is still underway for the Capital Campaign renovations. Thanks for your patience through the
system updates. More thanks for your continued financial support!
Many, many thanks to Nicole Hartman and the staff for all their work for our Community PreSchool. It
is one of the many ways Oxford Presbyterian reaches out to the community. The proceeds from 2017
Apple Festival (75%) were donated to the PreSchool.
Per Capita for this year is $34.78 for each member and the amount each year is based on our
membership number. The blue envelope in front of your envelope box is used for this purpose. The
proceeds of Per Capita go to General Assembly ($7.73), Synod of the Trinity ($2.30) and Donegal
Presbytery ($24.75) to support their ecclesiastical purposes. Please see Outreach Ministry Co-Chairs
(Jackie Caleb or Bev Hartgrove) if you have any questions. Thank you.
OPC has MANY talented musicians: Bells of Praise, Adult Choir, Kids’ Choir, Women’s Praise Team and
individuals who sing and play instruments!! Thank you for sharing with us.
Bill Ringler would like to retire from his elevator duties and unlocking and locking up the church after
Sunday worship services. Please see Pastor Kerry or Bill if you would like to volunteer…. could be a
joint effort! Many Thanks Bill!
Volume 31, Issue 1
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Meetings are the First Saturday of October
through May at the Oxford Senior Center from
9 A.M. (refreshments) to 10:30 A.M.
(presentation).
Next Meeting: November 4 – John Rafferty,
Assistant District Attorney of Chester
County.
Questions: Peggy Ann Russell (610-932-0337)

-

-

P. O. Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363

Shiloh Pancake and Omelet Breakfast – January 13, 2018 (SPC Community
Outreach Center, 42 South Fifth Street, Oxford, PA) 8:30 - 10:30 A.M.
Donation: Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11), $5.00; 3 years and under, free.
Tickets are purchased at the door. For information, please leave a message
at 610-932-9256. Thanks for your support!

7 P.M. OPC
Fellowship
Hall
Our next meeting is January 29, 2018, when we
will discuss The Hemingses of Monticello
by Annette Gordon-Reed.
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Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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Our church kitchen is fully licensed by the Chester County Board of Health and the State of
Pennsylvania. This allows us to serve food to the public. In order to keep this license we must
have one or two certified Food Managers. At the present time we have three Managers.
However, all three will have their licenses expire this summer and each has decided not to
renew.
The biggest need for our kitchen to be licensed is so that we can continue our Community
Meals. Initially, the Youth Group started Community Meals in March 2011. The Outreach
Committee began coordinating Community Meals in August 2011. It is a ministry that is
working well with the help of our congregation. Our passion is to grow in fellowship and
discipleship as well as reach out to the surrounding community. Our need is to create a new
way to reach the present and next generation. Our goal is to ask other churches and
organizations to share in this ministry. I am proud of OPC for offering community meals for
the past six years.
In order to keep our license, we need people to step up and become a certified Food Manager.
To become certified, one must take a course sanctioned by Southern Chester County and pass
a test. The course will most likely be in Exton, PA and last about eight hours. The cost of
$169 will be covered by Presbyterian Women.
This is URGENT in that we cannot offer a meal if a Food Manager is not available. Please
prayerfully consider if you can help with this need. Call the church office to put your name on
a list. Any questions, call Jackie Slauch or Bev Hartgrove.
Our kitchen is an essential part of our church’s ministry. We cannot afford to lose our license.
Please consider becoming a Food Manager. Check with the church office for details.
A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor. Proverbs 22:9
For information, call the Church office at 610 932 9640,

Volume 31, Issue 1
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We had lots of fun
painting pottery at
the Deacon’s Family
Christmas Craft
Night. Thanks to the
Oxford Arts Alliance
for their help!
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And, the Presbyterian Women’s
Fellowship Dinner was again a great
success! We even had a wonderful
surprise when Hugh and Lynn McAllister
(back this way for business)
joined us. Hugh graciously gave
a hand in the kitchen

LAMPLIGHTER
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Friday Evenings, January 5 and 19, 2018 – Line Dancing Lesson, 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Cost $5 per person.
Tuesday Afternoons, January 16 and 30, 2018 – Line Dancing Lesson,
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. Free!
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 – Belly Dancing Class, 7:00 p.m. Free!

-

-

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 – Greeting Card Stamping. Class is limited
to ten persons, so RSVP before January 17, 2018. Cost $10 (cash
only).
Wednesday, January 31, 2018 – Intro to Genealogy Class, 7:00 p.m. Free!
Check out the bulletin board in the first floor hallway for complete
descriptions of these activities.
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2017 has been a very eventful time in the preschool!
We are blessed to have eight classes full of wonderful
children plus our Faith Based Friday Program. We have
enjoyed many activities this fall. The entire school
had a field trip to Cherry Crest Farm. Fall parties were
a hit with pumpkin decorating and farm fun. There
was a lot of “turkey talk” going on in November. The
classes learned about the First Thanksgiving, turkeys
and, most importantly, spoke about what we were
thankful for at home and in school.
The children were very excited to have the first snow
of the season! The classrooms and hallways are
decorated with all of the beautiful artwork from our lessons about Evergreens, Celebrations Around
the World, Elf Fun and the tricky Gingerbread Man visited us once again! We were very excited for our
Sing-A-Long with Pastor Kerry and a visit from the Hopewell Band and Chorus. As we begin the New
Year I would like to take time to thank the church members for supporting the preschool program.
Each morning there is a lot of hustle and bustle through our hallways and in the office. We have a
wonderful preschool board that helps me behind the scenes to make decisions that will make a
positive impact for our program. I have a fantastic staff of teachers that work on creative lessons that
will engage the students in their learning. The church office staff helps the preschool every day with
administrative work. Clyde Prigg oversees the maintenance and security of our preschool. Without the
efforts of everyone involved we would not be able to provide a preschool for our community. Thank
you everyone for your continued support!
Happy New Year! Nicole Hartman

Volume 31, Issue 1
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Pictures
from
Christmas
Caroling at
Ware

Join us for Sunday School 9:30

A.M.

Adult Sunday School Classes – Winter Topics –

Adult Class in Brides Parlor – Church: Why bother?
Women’s Bible Study in the Parlor – Handling Stress: How to Cope at the End of
Your Rope
Adult Class in Library/Conference Room – A Life Beyond Amazing: 9 Decisions
That Will Transform Your Life Today
Thursday Night Bible Study – Jeremiah: Taking a
stand for the Truth
Children and Youth Classes
Nursery (birth thru age 4)– Room 108
Kindergarten & Gr. 1 – Room 103
Grade 2 & 3 – Room 102
Grade 4-6 – Room 106
Youth (grade 7-12) – Room 203
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“We love, because he first loved us” 1 John 4:19

Donations Needed:
Our kids love fruit! We can use fruit
cups, Jell-O cups and fresh fruit,
especially clementines.
Clorox wipes and
tissues are also
needed, especially
in the winter
months.
Now hiring: The Lighthouse is looking
for a part-time janitor/maintenance person. If interested, please contact Buzz
Tyson at 610-467-6000 or
buzz@oxfordlighthouse.org
-

-

–

-

-

Lighthouse Youth Center Vision Statement: Changing the world through Jesus Christ … one child at a time

Volume 31, Issue 1
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You are cordially invited to the

Monday, January 15, 2018 at Noon

Penn’s Grove Middle School Cafeteria
301 S. 5th Street, Oxford, PA
Please join us for the 28th Annual Spirit of Giving” luncheon celebrated on the Martin Luther King Jr.
National Holiday in support of one of our community’s most important service agencies, Oxford Area
Neighborhood Services Center. This year’s luncheon will be held at the Penn’s Grove Middle School
Cafeteria, 301 South Fifth Street in Oxford.
We invite community members to be our guest for lunch. In the “Spirit of Giving,” we ask that each
guest make a $35 donation to the NSC. Your donation tangibly reinforces Dr. King’s legacy of
community service by helping the lives of those less fortunate in our local community. All proceeds
will assist the NSC to provide nutritious food, financial assistance for housing, heating, utility services
and healthcare assistance for individuals and families in need.
The spirit of your gift lives on through the cold winter season to brighten the lives of the less
fortunate.
We look forward to seeing you on January 15, 2018. Please RSVP to NSC at (610) 932-8557 by
Monday, January 8th. Checks should be made payable to Neighborhood Services Center and can be
mailed to 35 North 3rd Street, Oxford, PA 19363. Feel free to contact Jim McLeod
(jdmcleod51@hotmail.com) or Mary Fasick (mfasick@brightcare.com) if you have any questions.
Blessings to you and your families, Spirit of Giving Committee

Capital Campaign Status Report
$650,000
$820,000+
$498,698
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2
2
2
2
3
5
6
11
12
13
13
14
14
14

Chuck Deaver, Jr.
Will Taylor
Christine Vanella
Linda Hoover
Woody Hartgrove
Evan Adams
Walt Osborne
Philip Atkinson
Gage Cave
Marilyn Deaver
Teressa Verkamp
Ronald Brooks
Lawrie Drennen
Ann Holton

16
17
18
19
20
20
20
20
20
21
22
23
23
24

Abbi Keefer
Keith Walsh
Clare Slinkard
Phyllis Lillard
Judy Hastings
Loretta Rhodewalt
Richard Jones
Patty McComsey
Clyde Prigg
Brooke Dillard
Jacob Crawford
Margaret Lauer
Toni Bement
Mark Gundrum

24
24
24
27
28
28
29
29
30
30
30
31
31

John Duppel
Donna Doutrich
James Harvey
Sally Tipton
Ann Nelson
Elena Olivieri
David Meyers
Robert Hook
Helen Ribaudo
Richard Phillips Forcey Jr.
Shayne Arnesen
Jackie Montgomery
Bob Crawford

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

–

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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