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Our Vision 
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a 
family of Christians dedicated 
to sharing the unconditional 

love of  
Jesus Christ with the local and 

world communities. 
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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 

Please join us as we prepare Please join us as we prepare Please join us as we prepare Please join us as we prepare 
for the celebration of the for the celebration of the for the celebration of the for the celebration of the 
Birth of Jesus Christ!Birth of Jesus Christ!Birth of Jesus Christ!Birth of Jesus Christ!    

Call the church office with Call the church office with Call the church office with Call the church office with 
any questions.any questions.any questions.any questions.    

Everyone Is Welcome!Everyone Is Welcome!Everyone Is Welcome!Everyone Is Welcome!    
December�1� First�Friday-Live�Nativity�on�the�Green�–�6–8�P.M.�

December�2� Hanging�of�the�Greens�9�A.M.–NOON�

� Decorating�the�church�for�Christmas�

� Pottery�Painting�and�Pizza�Party�–�5�P.M.�

December�3�� First�Sunday�of�Advent�–�Communion�8:15�and�11:00�A.M.�

December�10� Second�Sunday�of�Advent�–�Worship�8:15�and�11:00�A.M.�

� Dove�Tree�Service�–�2�P.M.�

December�12�Women’s�Christmas�Fellowship�Dinner�–�6:30�P.M.�

December�15�Christmas�Food�Boxes�

� �Sorting�–�9�A.M.�until�

� �Packing�–�6:30�P.M.�

December�16�Christmas�Food�Boxes�pick-up,�delivery�–�9�A.M.�

December�17� Third�Sunday�of�Advent�–�Worship�8:15�and�11:00�A.M.�

� Community�Meal�5:30�P.M.�

December�24�Fourth�Sunday�of�Advent�–�One�Worship�11:00�A.M.�

� Christmas�Eve��

� Family�Christmas�Eve�Service�–�6:00�P.M.�

� Bell�Choir�Prelude�–�9:30�P.M.�

� Candlelight�Communion�Service�–�10:00�P.M.�

December�25� Christmas�Day�
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ADVENT and 
SALVATION 

 

The annual cycle of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ 
begins anew this month. Advent prepares us for 
the coming of the Christ-Child on Christmas Day 
and the return of the risen Lord in the age to 
come.  

I will be offering a series of sermons during 
Advent that are not directly tied to the Advent 
readings, but explore the “History of Salvation.” 
Advent/Christmas is the beginning of the final 
era of that history.  

When I was chair of the Examinations 
Committee of a former presbytery, evaluating 
newly graduated seminarians for their 
preparedness for ministry, I often asked the 
candidates to tell me when they were saved. We 
usually heard wonderful stories of a special youth 
retreat, or a mission trip, or a friend in school. 
These are powerful examples of our awakening to 
the grace and mercy of God. But I remind them 
that our Reformed faith emphasizes that we were 
not saved when we accepted Christ into our 
hearts. Rather, we were saved when Christ died 
on the cross.  

Our salvation is not a function of our will or 
our actions, but solely a function of God in Jesus 
Christ. His willingness to atone for our manifold 
sins was all that was required to save us. This 
takes so much of the burden off of us! The work 
has already been done. We ARE called to live out 
our salvation as Christ would have us—to live as 
saved people, by serving others and sharing 
Christ’s love. 

May we all have a blessed Advent and 
Christmas, and rejoice in our salvation! 

 

See you in church! 

 PEACE, Pastor KerryPastor KerryPastor KerryPastor Kerry 

SESSION NOTES 
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

There will be a Congregation Meeting after both 
worship services on Sunday, December 3 to 
elect the new Officers for Session and Deacons. 
We appreciate those who have volunteered to 
serve on Session and Deacon Boards. We 
sincerely thank those who are going off the 
Boards for their years of faithful service. 

Session has approved the Committee to look for 
a Transitional Pastor for OPC: 

Elders Walt Osborne, Chair 
Beth MacMillan 
Steve Hill 
Brett Spotts  
Deacon Andy Arthur 

According to Donegal Presbytery, there is now a 
difference between an Interim Pastor and a 
Transitional Pastor. An Interim Pastor cannot be 
chosen as our permanent Pastor; a Transitional 
Pastor can be called as our permanent Pastor. 
For the search, Donegal will send out notices to 
various Presbyteries seeking candidates. See 
Page _____ for a full report by Walt Osborne. We 
will keep you posted as we go along. God bless 
us all! A different Search Committee to find a 
Permanent Pastor will be picked at a later time. 

Please Keep This Date….Saturday, February 17, 
2018! There will be a farewell retirement 
gathering for the Slinkard Family at OPC. More 
details will follow later. 

Presbyterian Women’s Annual Fellowship Dinner 
is on Tuesday, December 12 at 6:30 P.M. in 
Fellowship Hall. Sign-up sheet is in the Office! 
The men prepare and serve the meal. 

Property Committee is overseeing the updates 
and repairs to HVAC and sound systems for our 
Capital Campaign. Thanks to all for your 
generous support. 

Administration & Personnel Committee 
continues updating the OPC Policy Manual.  

Heartfelt thanks are given to Pastor Kerry, 
Steve Doutrich, and OPC Staff for leading us at 
OPC. Many thanks are extended to each Session 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. Discourse 
from the 
Director 

Lamplighter 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: 
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Volume 30, Issue 12 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017    Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    

Sharon Brooks Andy Arthur John Day 

Roy Caudill Alberta Gehron Sabina Fomunyam 

Bob Hudler Danielle Stapleton Barbara Hill 
Lara Orechovesky 

(Moderator) 
Herman Wharton Charlie Stoltzfus 

  Joanne Herr (Youth, 2nd Term) 

Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017    Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    

Karen Olivieri Jackie Caleb David Fomunyam 

Andy Orechovesky Beth MacMillan Geoffrey Henry 

Rob Shaffer Walt Osborne Steve Hill 

Ali Verbanas Missy Sarver Kay Skinner (2nd term) 

Amanda Woolston Ashley Whiteman Brett Spotts 

 Lillie Spotts (Youth, 2nd Term)  

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” so 
sang Andy Williams and a host of other 
people. I can’t say they are wrong. It is a 
wonderful time of the year. But why? Is it 
because people are nicer to each other, more 
kind and loving? It is interesting that people 
exhibit more Christ-like actions during 
Advent! Is it because of the food!?? Christmas 
cookies and candy—that sure helps to make 
it wonderful in my book. Is it the time that 
will be spent with family? (maybe I’ll get my 
other big toe painted by my granddaughter!) 
Family time can be a very special time! Is it 
the lights or decorations that make it 
wonderful? Probably for the writer of the 
song, it was all of those things that make this 
“the most wonderful time of the year!” 

But for me, it’s the focus on WHY Jesus came 
to earth. It was because of me and you and 
every other person. Because God loved 
people and He wanted to make a way for us 
to have our sins forgiven forever! (John 3:16) 
To be reminded constantly by the Christmas 
lights, decorations, and music of what God 
did for me by sending Jesus to earth to die on 
the cross for my sins, that’s what makes it 
“the most wonderful time of the year.” Have a 
wonderful Christmas Season celebrating 
everything God has done for you as a disciple 
of Jesus. And please pass the cookies!!  

SteveSteveSteveSteve
    

and Deacon member and each Committee 
member and all the volunteers who faithfully 
give time, talents, tithes, offerings to Oxford 
Presbyterian. OPC wouldn’t be here without you!! 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Camp Donegal is up for sale after many years of 
providing excellent Christian camping 
experiences for kids! There is interest by an 
individual to purchase the Camp and keep it as a 
camp. Presbytery of Donegal must approve any 
sale or lease of the camp. 

Merry Christmas and Happy God-blessed New 
Year! 

(Continued from page 2) 

Stewardship Update 
At this point in time we have received 81 cards for 
a total of $213,536 in annual pledges for 2018. 
Our estimated budget for next year is $300,000. 
Many thanks to everyone who already turned in 
their pledges for next year! 

The Stewardship Team 
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November Community Meal 

Hosted by The Oxford All Kids 

Clothing Exchange Group 

December 17 -5:30-7:00 �.�. 

It is FREE and OPEN to 

EVERYONE. Come and fellowship 

with your neighbors.  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: SUPPORTING PAST, 
PRESENT, AND FUTURE LEADERS 

HOW IS MY GIFT USED? 
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the 
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift 
by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing 
our future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

• The Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions 
• Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges 
• Racial Ethnic Leadership Development 

GIVE TO THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING The Christmas Joy Offering is traditionally 
received during the Advent Season. However, you can help sustain the important 
PC(USA) ministries that are supported by the Christmas Joy Offering at any time 
throughout the year. 

COLLECTING FOR THE HOLIDAYS  

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a SOCK/UNDERWEAR TREE this year. We 
will be collecting for children ages 2-12 years through December 17. Please put 
all donations either on or in boxes by the tree that will be set up on the 
Fellowship Hall Stage. All donations will be delivered to Neighborhood Services 

Center. Any new clothes or toys that you wish to donate to Neighborhood Services, may be put by 
the tree also. No need to wrap. Thank you for your support! 
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Christmas Food 
B� Ministry 

Saturday, 
12/16/17 

Volunteers Needed!!! 

As is the annual tradition, Oxford Presbyterian Church will be providing Christmas dinners 
for needy families in the Oxford area on Saturday, 12/16/17. Last year, we provided 
generous food boxes for approximately 150 families. The Food Box Committee has been 
working since September to plan and prepare for this event. Local merchants have provided 
some financial support and, in addition to our congregation, local area schools, businesses 
and Scout troops have been collecting canned goods for the Christmas dinners. 

With the help of lots of folks from OPC and the community, it all comes together the week 
of December 10th! WE DEPEND ON MANY HELPING HANDS and hope we can depend on you! 

If you can volunteer at any or all of the times below, please call Eryn in the church office or 
just show up! 

Friday 12/15/17 at 9:00 A.M. – Fellowship Hall – sort canned food and prep for packing 
the Christmas food boxes. 

Friday 12/15/17 at 6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Hall – pack and organize the food boxes for 
delivery/pick up 

Saturday 12/16/17 at 9:00 A.M. – Fellowship Hall – hand out Christmas food boxes and 
deliver boxes to families between 9:00 A.M. and NOON. Please let Eryn (610 932 9640) or 
Lisa Koza (610 506 0465) know if you are able to help with delivery, either as a driver or a 
helper with strong arms! Committee should arrive at 8:15 A.M. and Volunteers should 
arrive at 8:45 A.M. 

This year we are blessed to be receiving free turkeys, hams, 
and eggs from the Chester County Food Bank. Also, Flowers 
Bakery is donating loaves of bread. We still need help with 
Thanksgiving meal items to help fill up the boxes for 150 
families. The special items to donate are: Bisquick, 2 lb. box 
of sugar, instant potatoes, stuffing mix, and gravy. Please 
put all items in the wagon or basket upstairs. This is our 
BIGGEST PROJECT each year. We could not do it without you! 

LAST DAY TO SHOP is December 17 
13th Annual Ten Thousand Villages Gift shop at Oxford 

Presbyterian Church. 
FIRST FRIDAY, December 1 – 5–9 P.M. 

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS until December 17  
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Also available are: Equal Exchange coffee, tea, chocolate, olive oil. 
Again this year we have books by Iris Dowling, local author. 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS! 
Learn how to knit Prayer 

Squares. We seem to 
need more and more 

each Sunday. Join us on 
Tuesdays from 12 to 2. 
We are knitting in the 

Bride’s Parlor. 

Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs 
to the church office. They 
are being collected to 

donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in 

Wilmington, DE. 

7 P.M. OPC 
Fellowship 

Hall 

 

We are taking December off. Our next meeting is 
January 29, 2018, when we will discuss  

The Hemingses of Monticello  
by Annette Gordon-Reed.  

The 
Atkin

son  

Book
 Gro

up 

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, 
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking 

Alliance of Oxford 

Meetings are the First Saturday of October 
through May at the Oxford Senior Center 
from 9 A.M. (refreshments) to 10:30 A.M. 

(presentation).  

Next Meeting: November 4 – John Rafferty, 
Assistant District Attorney of Chester 
County. 

Questions: Peggy Ann Russell (610-932-0337) 

P. O. Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363 

Tickets are available in the church office. 
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REFLECTING ON THANKFULNESS 

With all the storms raging around us in this turbulent world, it’s not 
too surprising that many of us don’t recognize the peace we should 
find within our church family, celebrate the blessings that bloom 
around us daily, and give thanks always and not annually. 

Colossians 3:15: “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.” 

The Board of Deacons are thankful for our OPC church family and the 
blessing of service through our calling. As the holiest of seasons 
approaches and 2017 draws to a close, we look back and realize that 
the year held so many activities that allowed us to share the love of 

Jesus Christ within the congregation and outside our regular worship service. 

In January, we prepared and served the Congregational Luncheon as a prelude to the annual 
Congregational Meeting. The Family Bowling Night at Timber Lanes was a fun-filled evening for 
families at the Timber Lanes to help ease the March doldrums. April brought Easter and that glorious 
breakfast spread for all in the community who came to reflect on the sacrifice for our salvation. In 
May we recognized six graduating seniors and their families with a special breakfast celebration in 
the Fellowship Hall. When the Shiloh Congregation joined us for the service in June, we were again 
blessed to joyfully prepare and serve a luncheon to our members and guests. To honor the service of 
our Youth Mission Team and its leaders in August, we offered a special coffee fellowship for 
everyone to enjoy. The Birthday Bash in October allowed us to celebrate everyone’s special day in 
one giant, cake-filled party. Finally, December provided an opportunity to once again offer a 
Christmas Craft Night where families could paint pottery ornaments and dessert plates with the 
Oxford Arts Alliance and enjoy pizza afterwards. 

There were numerous other opportunities to minister to the congregation throughout the year with a 
variety of activities and supporting service. Care packages were sent to our students in college, cards 
were sent to members experiencing unique challenges; flowers were delivered to the homebound at 
Thanksgiving; and the MISTers provided service to those with special home repair or maintenance 
needs, the refurbishing of the Oaks Mission House Number 2, and to so many other events and 
grounds projects around the church.  

And that leads us back to the Word…Colossians 3:17: “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of Lord Jesus giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

Merry Christmas and Wishes for Joyous Witness Throughout the Upcoming Year from the Deacons! 

Nurturing 
Ministry 

Annual Christmas Fellowship DinnerAnnual Christmas Fellowship DinnerAnnual Christmas Fellowship DinnerAnnual Christmas Fellowship Dinner 

Tuesday, December 12, at 6:30 P.M.–Fellowship Hall.  

Reserve your place with the church office by 
December 4.  

It’s always a great evening–DON’T MISS IT! 
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$650,000 

$820,000+ 

$463,733 

Capital Campaign Status Report 

The Deacons Birthday Bash!!The Deacons Birthday Bash!!The Deacons Birthday Bash!!The Deacons Birthday Bash!! 

Yum, Yum!!!Yum, Yum!!!Yum, Yum!!!Yum, Yum!!! 
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RSVP�for�all�Oxford�Senior�
Center�Activities�by�calling�the�
Oxford�Area�Senior�Center�at�
610-932-5244�or�Email:�
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net�

Instructor Shirley Mackey has over 23 years 
of dance experience ranging from Line Danc-
es to Swing to Jitterbug and the Two-Step. 
She will teach an assortment of popular line 
dances as the Electric Slide, Cha Cha, Tush 
Push, Boot Scootin’ Boogie and more!! 

Beginners and experienced dancers are 
welcome 

Join us on the following Fridays from 6:30 to 8:30 
�.�. for a fine evening. 

December 1st, 15th & 29th, January 5th & 19th, February 2nd & 16th 
Cost is $5 per class, per person – RSVP to the Senior Center for your spot on the dance floor. 

Come and celebrate the spirit of the Christmas season at the Oxford Area Senior Center. An $18 fee will 
supply the materials that you need to create your own Christmas Centerpiece for yourself or to give to 
your hosts for their Christmas table.  

Enjoy fun and fellowship while creating something beautiful. Learn the basics of floral arranging from 
Philips Florist and you will be able to make arrangements for all of your upcoming celebrations. 

When:  Wednesday, December 13, 2017 @ 7 pm 
Location: Oxford Area Senior Center, 12 East Locust Street, Oxford, PA 
Cost:  18 - Cash only. Space is limited so sign up today! 

 

Refreshments will be served  —  Space will be limited 

Make-it & Take-It 

Oxford Area Senior Center 

Evening Program & 
Lecture Series 

 It is becoming the trendy way to entertain, 
You can set up appetizers stations and 
prepare everything ahead of time and 
enjoy visiting with your guests instead of 
being stuck in the kitchen. 

We will also be diving into dips that are 
super popular at parties now, Hoagie Dip 

and Cherry Cheesecake dip anyone? If you haven't 
already been introduced to Pinterest this will be your chance 

to learn about the popular site. 

This class is free. Bring your notebook to take notes and your appetite! 
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Live Music, Right Here in Oxford! 

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
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Learning 
 
Ministry 

6-7:3
0 P.M.

 

Sunday, December 3 

We will be making our famous 

Christmas Mints and we will have 

“A GIFT-WRAPPED CHRISTMAS” 

 

Sunday, December 17 

Christmas Caroling at Ware Presbyterian Village. 

Sunday, December 24 

No Sunday School 

11:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Family Christmas Eve Service 

6:00 P.M.  

Sunday, December 31 

11:00 A.M. Worship 

9:30 P.M. Hand bell Choir 

10:00 P.M. Candlelight Service 
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A Time of     A Time of     A Time of     A Time of     Trans...it...ionTrans...it...ionTrans...it...ionTrans...it...ion    

Update on Our Pastor Transition Effort 

by Walt Osborne 

 

Among the many hats I wear at this church is a new one: I am the chairman of the Committee on 
Session to secure a pastor for OPC as we transition from Pastor Kerry's upcoming retirement to a 
permanent replacement. Again, to clarify, I am NOT the chair of a Pastor Nominating Committee; 
that committee will be formed later. 

I want to assure you that my committee, which consists of Beth MacMillan, Steve Hill, Andy Arthur, 
and Brett Spotts--are working closely with Donegal Presbytery to secure a Temporary/Transitional 
pastor for OPC. Erin Cox-Holmes, the Executive Presbyter, has already spoken to Session on two 
occasions. There is a very specific mechanism to follow to meet this goal (we ARE Presbyterians after 
all!). 

The process has already begun. The Transitional Pastor Search team is advertising for a transitional 
pastor. My committee will review their applications and then will conduct interviews of the 
candidates. In the meantime, the Presbytery Connection our Ministry Commission (COM) will conduct 
reference checks on our behalf. The committee will then make a recommendation to Session, which 
votes to make the selection; the congregation does not vote on this recommendation. After the vote, 
the Session will sign a contract with the selectee. Unlike an interim pastor, a temporary/transitional 
pastor can be considered for the permanent position, but would have to apply for that position 
separately. 

Kerry's last Sunday will be February 25, and then he has a month of accrued vacation and study leave 
time. As a result, OPC's temporary/ transitional pastor would begin March 1, 2018. With respect to 
salary and benefits, they will be at least at Presbytery minimum and will be negotiated with the 
transitional pastor based upon experience.  

Please note that a search committee for a permanent pastor can only begin once Kerry actually steps 
down; that's when the work of an official Pastor Nominating Committee will begin. 

I ask for your thoughts and prayers as we move through this process over the next few months, and 
I will do my very best to keep the congregation in the loop as we move forward. Thank you, and God 
Bless you. 
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1 Dorothy Fike 
1 Carol Warner 
1 Robin Vanover 
1 Judith Zenker 
1 April Alete 
2 Hayden Whiteman 
2 Mason Whiteman 
3 Gert Sersun 
4 Richard Busko 
5 Carl Groff 
6 Abigail Johnson 
6 Barb Hill 
6 Eric Lechette 

6 Joe Perloff 
7 Cooper Johnson 
7 Laura Holton 
8 Reba Gray 
8 Linda Wyles 
10 Jacob Little 
11 Ellie Arthur 
11 Victoria Hostetter 
11 Peter Vernooy 
12 Lynn McAllister 
12 Jim Tierney 
12 Jane Trimble 
12 Dave Sauer 

13 Emma Busko 
14 Ridge Neumoyer 
14 Dave Bradford 
14 Vivian Brown 
15 Colin Smith 
16 Charlie Hammond 
16 Liz Miller 
16 Alyssa Stevenson 
16 Sue Lombardi 
17 Trevor Carter 
17 Hillary Spotts 
17 Richard Forcey 
18 Leslie McFadien 

19 Joe Bauer 
24 Gretchen Adams 
24 Jason Lechette 
25 Meghan Barlow 
27 Joanne Herr 
29 Lisa Claypoole 
29 Lauren Gingerich 
30 Preston Godfrey 
30 Jenny Lane 
31 Beth Taylor 
31 Maria Forcey 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

December Birthdays 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving 



Page 16 LAMPLIGHTER 

 

 

D
e

ce
m

b
e

r 
C

a
le

n
d

a
r 

O
ff
ic
e
 C
lo
s
e
d
 

O
ff
ic
e
 C
lo
s
e
d
 

O
ff
ic
e
 C
lo
s
e
d
 


