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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 

Oxford Presbyterian Session House  

on the Green (ca. 1775) 

New beginnings are sometimes scary, 
sometimes exhilarating, and always un-
predictable. We are celebrating the new 
beginnings of the Reformation that   
began 500 years ago this month,       
and we are also celebrating the new   
beginnings that created what we now 
know as Oxford Presbyterian Church.  

The hardy pioneers who recognized in 
this crossing of Indian trails and wagon 
tracks a potential new town, were taking 
many chances with their time, energy, 
and other resources. The Scottish Pres-
byterian roots of this congregation 
brought some familiar forms and rites 
and rituals, but this was the New World, 
and changes and adaptations must be 
made. There were certainly some false 
starts, some ideas that didn’t work, 
along with the satisfying and effective 
successes that grew the little Hood’s 
Tavern faith community into the land-
mark Oxford Presbyterian            
Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

As we enter the second “demi-
millennium” of the Reformation, our 
stewardship journey will engage our 
own exploration of new beginnings. We 
will be asking everyone to imagine our-
selves in that Session house 250 years 
ago while we address the needs of the 
church today. We want to start as if with 
a clean slate. Consider our four core 
ministries: WORSHIP, LEARNING, OUT-
REACH, and NURTURE. What are the 
most effective ways of expressing these 
ministries today and into the future? It 
is not about what we need to “change,” 
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but what we can “create.” How can we 
best serve the spiritual needs of our 
younger and our older members as 
well as our surrounding community? 

We are hoping that this will be a fun 
and thoughtful exercise for our faith 
journey, and a good way of framing  
our ministry needs for the coming 
year. Thank you all so much for your 
continuing support for Oxford Pres-  
          byterian Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       — Your Stewardship Committee 

Commitment Dedication 

Sunday, October 29 
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October 
October—Harvest, 
Stewardship, Apple Festival, settling in at school, 
not to mention concern for disaster relief in the 
Caribbean… so much going on here in the fall. I 
hope in the flood of demands on your attention 
and energy, you will take a little time to breath in 
the crisp air and notice the subtle color changes 
as the leaves begin their annual display. I know 
Thanksgiving is NEXT month, but I always feel a 
deep appreciation for October. We don’t have to 
wait until next month to give thanks to the 
wonderful God who has given us all these 
beautiful things to behold.  

This year, we have the added privilege to 
experience the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. And think about this: Oxford 
Presbyterian Church has been around for over 
half of those 500 years! With all of that history, it 
would be easy to sit back and coast into the 
future. But that would not be faithful to all those 
who have worked so hard to create the legacies 
that we love to claim for our congregation. That’s 
why we have undertaken the Moving Forward in 
Faith capital campaign to outfit our facilities for 
the next generation of faithful service. And, with 
the help of our stewardship fall campaign, we will 
further explore the future by imagining ourselves 
as a brand new pioneer congregation launching 
into the 21st Century. 

I think this will be a very special time for this 
congregation, and I know there is plenty of 
energy and creativity to make it all successful. 
You, the members of OPC, have always impressed 
me with your dedication and resolve. You are very 
special people.  

See you in church! 

 PEACE, Pastor KerryPastor KerryPastor KerryPastor Kerry 

SESSION NOTES 
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

OPC Nominating Committee is looking for 
volunteers to serve as an Elder on the Session 
Board (also known as Board of Trustees) or as a 
Deacon. Please prayerfully consider that it just 
might be YOUR turn to provide your expertise 
and insight to the Boards. Please see any of 
these committee members: Steve Hill and 
Beth MacMillan--Co-Chairs, Andy Arthur, 
Laura King, Don MacMillan, Dale Pennell and 
Bill Stullken. Many thanks!  

The annual Stewardship drive, “New 
Beginnings,” will be held October 1-29. Stay 
tuned for important information. 

OPC Outreach Ministry is sponsoring a Rally for 
Equality and Justice on First Friday October 6 on 
The Green, 6:30-8:00 P.M. for the entire 
community. Please come and bring a friend and 
banners and signs that support peace in our 
country and show UNITY for all religions and 
ideologies.  

Work is continuing on replacing the HVAC 
systems at OPC. Discussions are in progress on 
updating our Sanctuary with new sound system, 
carpeting and some relocation of pews.  

We thank everyone, again, for their generous 
contributions to our three-year Capital 
Campaign so it can happen. 

The little house on OPC property is being 
rented by The Oaks Ministry, whose purpose is 
to provide a safe haven for vulnerable women in 
transition to a better life. The Oaks Ministry is 
grateful to OPC. 

We thank the Deacons for all their support 
programs at OPC. The Birthday Bash is coming 
up on October 29 after the 11 A.M. worship 
service. You can still sign up to decorate a 
table. Please see Lara Orechovesky, Deacons 
Moderator. The MISTers (Men in Service Team) 
continue helping members with various 
projects.  

Session has approved use of our Fellowship Hall 
for an Oxford Borough Town Meeting on 
Tuesday, October 24 (7-9 P.M.) to discuss new 
rules and regulations for gun control and 
safety. The public is invited to attend. If you 
have any questions, please see Geoff Henry. 
Thanks! 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
Discourse 
from the 
Director 

Lamplighter 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: 
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Volume 30, Issue 10 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017    Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    

Sharon Brooks Andy Arthur John Day 

Roy Caudill Alberta Gehron Sabina Fomunyam 

Bob Hudler Danielle Stapleton Barbara Hill 

Lara Orechovesky 

(Moderator) 
Herman Wharton Charlie Stoltzfus 

  Joanne Herr (Youth, 2nd Term) 

Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017    Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    

Karen Olivieri Jackie Caleb David Fomunyam 

Andy Orechovesky Beth MacMillan Geoffrey Henry 

Rob Shaffer Walt Osborne Steve Hill 

Ali Verbanas Missy Sarver Kay Skinner (2nd term) 

Amanda Woolston Ashley Whiteman Brett Spotts 

 Lillie Spotts (Youth, 2nd Term)  

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

Being laid up with only one arm that you can 
use, there are a number of lessons that can be 
learned. Try doing the many normal tasks you 
do throughout the day with just one arm and 
hand, like putting toothpaste on your 
toothbrush. I found that if I hold the toothbrush 
with my mouth, I can use my good arm to pick 
up the toothpaste and squeeze some on to my 
toothbrush. Another chore is putting on a shirt 
with one good arm that you can move. If the 
shirt is the least bit sweaty, forget it. Taking off 
a sweaty shirt is next to impossible.  

We take great pride in our independence and 
our ability to “handle” life’s situations. But that 
is not how God wants us to handle our life. He 
wants us to ask Him for help. He wants us to be 
dependent on Him. I can struggle to do these 
chores on my own, or ask for and receive help. 
When we allow ourselves to be dependent on 
God, we no longer struggle with trying to make 
it on our own strength. We have the power of a 
helper.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 – For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God—not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and do not rely on your own 
insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your paths.  

Philippians 4:6-7 – Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 

I am finding it easier to ask for help than trying 
to do things myself. It is less frustrating and I 
enjoy the help. 

SteveSteveSteveSteve
    

Notes from page 2 

OPC Presbyterian Women’s organization will be 
sponsoring a Fall Gathering at our church for 
women from all churches in Donegal Presbytery 
on Saturday, November 4. If you would like to 
help, please see Kay Skinner or Lorraine Holton.  

You are all appreciated for being at Oxford 
Presbyterian Church. May God continue to bless 
and keep us! Amen 



Page 4 LAMPLIGHTER 

 

 

Community Meal – 5:30–7:00 P.M.  

We don’t have a host for the 

October meal. Please Sign Up.  

Join us for fellowship and a good meal in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
Thanks to all who have signed up to host.  

We still need a host for November as well. 

It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.  
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Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs 
to the church office. They 
are being collected to 

donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in 

Wilmington, DE. 

DONATIONS: Thanks to the generosity of our church giving, OPC has 
donated $1,000 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to assist the 
people affected by the recent hurricanes, fires, and earthquakes. If 
individuals want to contribute, we suggest writing a check to OPC 

with PDA-Harvey in the memo line. In that way OPC will get credit for your mission giving. 

Also, an additional 75 lbs. of food was 
collected and delivered to the Neighborhood 
Services Center, bring our yearly total of 
food collected to 844 lbs. 

$650,000 

$820,000+ 

$417,436 

Capital Campaign Status Report 

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, Educating) 

Anti-Human Trafficking Alliance of Oxford 

Meetings are the First Saturday of October 
through May at the Oxford Senior Center from 

9 A.M. (refreshments) to 10:30 A.M. 
(presentation).  

Next Meeting: October 7 – Celebrate Recovery 
Team Introduction.  

Questions: Peggy Ann Russell (610-932-0337 

P. O. Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS! 
Learn how to knit Prayer 

Squares. We seem to 
need more and more 

each Sunday. Join us on 
Tuesdays from 12 to 2. 
We are knitting in the 

Bride’s Parlor. 

7 P.M. OPC 
Fellowship 

Hall 

 

October 30, 2017, we will read and discuss  
Mr. White’s Confession by Robert Clarke. 

The 
Atkin

son  

Book
 Gro

up 

Nurturing 
Ministry 

Thank you to my friends and family from OPC and community for 

the love and support you have lavished on me. Hugs, 

What a long and hot summer. I am sure we all enjoyed it. As 
with every good thing, it must come to an end. We are getting 
into the fall with so many activities ahead. 

The Third Annual Birthday Bash is set for October 29th after 
the 11:00 A.M. service. The signup sheet for the various 
committees is on the Deacon’s bulletin board in the first-floor 
hallway. Hurry and get your preferred month. 

Distributing Thanksgiving flowers for homebound individuals 
is scheduled for the weekend of the 18-19th of November. 
Planning is also going on for the Dove tree service in 
December. The Hanging of the Greens will be on the 2nd of 
December. 

With regards to the cradle roll. It was suggested for member’s 
only and to follow up with Tricia Barlow who manages it. 

The Oxford Arts Alliance is happy to join us this year for the 
Christmas Craft Night. We are awaiting the final confirmation 
date from them (Saturday, December 2nd or December 9th)). 

Women’s Circle of Faith at 
Ware began meeting in 
September. The study is on 
Hebrews. The circle will meet 
on the third Friday of every 
month from 2 to 3:30 P.M. 
There are nine lessons. The 
Circle meets in the Private 
Dining Room at Vista Ridge.  

Circle Leader - Kay Skinner 
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NOMADS 

Unsung Heroes 
of OPC 

Our October unsung hero has been a 
member of OPC since 2000. Shortly 
after joining, she became our Nursery 
Attendant, a role she has filled for over 
15 years, all while raising her own four 
children. These days, she is with the 
Nursery every Sunday at 9:30 A.M. 
through the end of the 11:00 A.M. 
worship. She also does the OPC Cradle 
Roll, contacting parents with new 
babies and following up with them 
every few months for a couple of years. 
She and her husband Matt have been 
active with our Chartered Cub Scout 
Pack 213, with Matt serving as Cub 
Master for several years. After over five 
years serving in our Oxford Community 
Preschool as a Tots Aide and an 
Enrichment Program Aide, she recently 
went to work for the Oxford Area 
School District. The whole 
congregation promises to help raise 
and nurture newly baptized members, 
and she takes that promise to heart, 
faithfully sharing God’s love with our 
youngest folks. 

Thank you, Tricia Barlow ! 

S.A.I.L (Single Adults In the Lord) 

If you are 40 y.o. and up  

Never married, Single, Separated, Divorced 
or Widowed. This may be the new group for 

you. (Prefer just adults, no children.) 
Planning to start a new group for Oxford 

Presbyterian Church members and those just 
attending for monthly activities. 

When: Sundays after the 11 �.�. service. 
Contact Carol Latsch at Luv2laugh08@gmail.com /  

cell: 484-686-7735 if you are interested in participating. 

October 28th. NOMADS is a 
dinner group that meets 
quarterly in church 
members’ homes. The host 
provides the main dish and 
guests provide side dishes. 
Come join us for an evening 
of fellowship! Sign up in the 
church office. 
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AppleAppleAppleApple    

FestivalFestivalFestivalFestival    

A beautiful, windy, chilly fall dayA beautiful, windy, chilly fall dayA beautiful, windy, chilly fall dayA beautiful, windy, chilly fall day    

Only 
one 

pesky  
Hornet! 
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RSVP�for�all�Oxford�Senior�
Center�Activities�by�calling�
the�Oxford�Area�Senior�

Center��
610-932-5244�or�Email:�
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net�

Self Care & Wellness Workshop 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 – 7:00 to 9:00 �.�. 
 
Come out and enjoy a whole-body guided self massage experience with Licensed Massage Therapist 
Sue Frampton. Massage is proven to reduce stress, anxiety, boost immunity and prevent headaches. 
We will also be doing Gentle Stretching with Barb McAdams. Discussions will include ways to take time 
and make time for yourself and learning how to implement a Daily Wellness Routine. Helpful ideas and 
handouts will be shared. If you would like to sit on the floor, you can bring a yoga mat, blanket, or sit 
in a chair. Please wear comfy clothes. 

Comfort foods and apple cider will be provided. It will be an enjoyable evening. Please join us for this 
enjoyable evening! The workshop is free, but space is limited.  

Please call 610-932-5244 or 

Email oxsrctr@zoominternet.net to reserve your spot today!! 

12 E Locust Street, Oxford, PA 19363 
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Local Candidate 
Forum in Oxford 

by Dick Winchester 

Ware Presbyterian Village (WPV) 
will host a local Candidate 
Forum on Tuesday, October 10. 
Those seeking election to the 
offices of Mayor and Borough 
Council have all accepted 
invitations to attend. 

Starting promptly at 7 P.M., and 
ending around 8:30 P.M., the 
event will take place at the 
Pavilion Auditorium on the WPV 
campus. The Forum is open to 
journalists and the general 
public. Visitors will be guided 
by “Event Signage” that will lead 
them to the entrance. 
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Learning 
 
Ministry 

YOUTH GATHERINGYOUTH GATHERINGYOUTH GATHERINGYOUTH GATHERING    

October 1October 1October 1October 1    

6666----7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 PPPP....MMMM....    in the Youth Roomin the Youth Roomin the Youth Roomin the Youth Room    

Live Nativity 

Dec. 1  
(on the Green 
for First Friday) 

THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE 
STUDY will begin on Thursday, 
October 5 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Brides Parlor 

WHO IS JESUS? Looking at who 
Jesus is through the different 
lens of the New Testament 
writers, church historians, and 
finally yourself. 
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31 OCTOBER Only from Scripture 

Only by Grace 

Only through Faith 

Only in Christ 

Only for the Glory of God  

In many ways, the Reformation was a world-changing event. 
Reformers say it revitalized the church’s faithful witness to 
Jesus Christ. The Catholic Church said it shattered the unity 
of the Body of Christ. It ushered in an explosion of new wor-
shiping communities and a wave of violence that destroyed 
many lives on both sides of the divide. Whatever the view-
point, It was clear after just a few years that the new con-
cepts of church would have far-reaching effects.  

JOHN CALVIN emphasized strongly that 
education was crucial to the Reformed 
Faith. His insistence that everyone be 
taught to read would have been impos-
sible had not Gutenberg and others 
printed so many Bibles and other writ-
ings, in Latin and local languages. 

JOHN CALVIN—1509-1564—French 

 JOHN KNOX—1513-1572—Scottish 

  FRANCIS MAKEMIE—1658-1708—Scots-Irish 

 Makemie is the “Father” of American Presbyterianism. 
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2 Carolyn Gandin 
2 Robert Wilson 
3 Chuck Slezak 
3 Nancy Andress 
3 Bob Harvey 
4 Josh Baity 
4 Brett Spotts 
5 Maya Hahn 
5 Sarah Johnson 
5 Augustine Atkinson 
5 Tom Sarver 
9 Anna Atkinson 

9 Jennifer Kelly 
9 Julie Allport 
10 Easton Neumoyer 
12 Makenna Watson 
12 Kora Hearne 
12 Helen DeBacco 
14 John Thomson 
14 Amber Hudler 
15 Dave Allen 
15 Marion Asel 
15 Sandy Wilson 
16 Patricia Turner 

17 Tyler Ruth 
17 Connor Gentile 
17 Betty Gundaker 
20 Joshua Robinson 
20 Zachary Stapleton 
20 Elaine Pennell 
21 Judy Walls 
21 Tim Wilson 
23 Kayden Hudler 
24 Faith Gehm 
24 Faye Doyle 
25 Kay Skinner 

28 Isaiah Carter 
28 Nathaniel Carter 
28 Maren Slauch 
30 Becky Zundel 
30 Tiffany Bohnsack 
30 Carol Latsch 
31 William Johnson 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

October Birthdays 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review 
Congregational Giving 
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