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‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 

See Neeley Spotts or 
Bethany Atkinson with any 

questions or offers of help! 
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 Jesus 
 Loves Me 
 

 

Karl Barth (pronounced bart) was one of the 20th 
Century’s most influential theologians. His 14 
volume (!) masterpiece, Church Dogmatics, is the 
almost impenetrable bane of all seminarians 
(Presbyterians, at least). He was the founder of 
what has come to be called “neo-orthodoxy” (a 
term he hated) who sought to revive the theology 
of the Reformation including notions of a 
transcendent God and God’s self-revelation in the 
scriptures. It was Barth who reminded us that the 
effectiveness of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 
extends to ALL humanity (all are “elect”). 

Barth, along with Dietrich Bonhoeffer formed the 
group called the Confessing Church in Germany 
to protest Hitler’s attempt to use the pulpits of 
German churches to spread Nazi propaganda 
(Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s Propaganda Minister, 
wrote the sermons to be preached). In 1934, 
Barth penned the Confessing Church manifesto, 
the Barmen Declaration, which is part of our Book 
of Confessions today. You begin to get an idea of 
just how significant Karl Barth has been for 
Presbyterians and other Reformed Christians. 

While lecturing at a seminary in the U.S. in 1962, 
Barth was asked if he could sum up his life’s work 
in a sentence. His reply was this: “Jesus loves me, 
this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

So it’s nice to know that we can capture the 
essence of one of the most influential theologians 
every time we invite our children forward for the 
Children’s Sermon.  
 ...Just something for you to think  
  about next Sunday. 
 

See you in church! 

 PEACE, Pastor KerryPastor KerryPastor KerryPastor Kerry 

SESSION NOTES 
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

THE ALLEYWAY IS OPEN! THE ALLEYWAY IS 
OPEN! Praise God and thanks to ALL who 
persevered and prayed throughout this ordeal! 
It should remain open until construction on the 
new parking garage begins. There may be 
temporary closings if and when the Hotel 
Octoraro has construction projects. 

We are thankful to ALL the volunteers who 
helped with the outstanding Vacation Bible 
School this summer. Please see page 10 for a 
complete listing. Special thanks to Steve 
Doutrich, Ali Perry and Ashley Whiteman for 
leading! Thanks be to God…“the reason for the 
season”! 

Work has begun on replacing OPC’s Heating 
and Air Conditioning systems! Many thanks to 
Rob Shaffer, Steve Hill and the Property 
Committee for their work! Once again, we give 
many thanks to all who are contributing to our 
Capital Campaign Fund so it can happen. 

Sunday, September 10 will bring back both 
worship services at 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. and 
Sunday School at 9:30 A.M. Thanks to all those 
who volunteer week after week.  

Nominating Committee is looking for people to 
serve on Session and the Deacons! Please 
prayerfully consider volunteering for these 
important and worthwhile positions. Steve Hill 
or Beth MacMillan (Session Elders), 
Lara Orechovesky (Deacons’ Moderator) or 
Pastor Kerry can answer any questions you may 
have. Many thanks for considering! 

Ali Verbanas, Chairperson, and Membership 
Development Committee are keeping the OPC 
Shepherds’ Lists up to date so we can keep all 
attendees informed. If you think you are not on 
anyone’s list, please see Ali. If you are 
interested in joining OPC, there will be a new 
members’ class in the Fall. Please see 
Pastor Kerry! 

Outreach Ministry coordinates a lot of activities, 
including the Community Meals, open to OPC 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
Discourse 
from the 
Director 

Lamplighter 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 ¯  Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: 
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 
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Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017    Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    

Sharon Brooks Andy Arthur John Day 

Roy Caudill Alberta Gehron Sabina Fomunyam 

Bob Hudler Danielle Stapleton Barbara Hill 

Lara Orechovesky 

(Moderator) 
Herman Wharton Charlie Stoltzfus 

  Joanne Herr (Youth, 2nd Term) 

Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017Class of 2017    Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018Class of 2018    Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019Class of 2019    

Karen Olivieri Jackie Caleb David Fomunyam 

Andy Orechovesky Beth MacMillan Geoffrey Henry 

Rob Shaffer Walt Osborne Steve Hill 

Ali Verbanas Missy Sarver Kay Skinner (2nd term) 

Amanda Woolston Ashley Whiteman Brett Spotts 

 Lillie Spotts (Youth, 2nd Term)  

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Not 
because the children are back in school, but 
because Sunday School begins! That’s right, 
September 10 is the first day of Sunday 
School for this year. Be sure to check out the 
Christian Education Booklet for Fall 2017. 
Inside you will find a listing of classes, 
teachers and topics of study for each class.  

Let’s consider some facts for a moment. You 
have the opportunity to study a bestseller 
book. In fact, it has been a bestseller since 
the printing press was invented by German 
inventor Johannes Gutenberg. It’s the only 
book that has been translated in over 2,300 
languages. It is the only book that answers 
the question as to why you are alive. It is the 
only book that explains your purpose in life. 
It is the only book that explains how to live 
forever with Jesus. It is the only book that 
God gave to us and since God gave us a 
book, we should read it and study it!!  

So join us to discover meaning, purpose and 
how to live a full abundant life!! It will be the 
most important hour of your week. Make 
Sunday School attendance a habit for you and 
your family. 

See you in Sunday School, September 10 at 
9:30 A.M.!!  

John H. Ware IV Hunger Help Walk (formerly 
Oxford Crop Walk). There will be a recruiter’s 
meeting (handing out walker/donation packets) 
at 12:30 P.M. on Sunday, September 10th at the 
Lighthouse. There will be a FREE lunch. If you’d 
like to attend, please RSVP by 
Wednesday, September 6th. This 
year’s walk is on Sunday, October 
15th. Registration and start of walk 
is at the Lighthouse Youth Center. 
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Community Meal – 5:30–7:00 P.M.  

September 24 – Hosted by our 

Adult Sunday School Class 

Join us for fellowship and a good meal  
5:30-7 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  
Thanks to all who have signed up to host. We still 
have November left. 

It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.  

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS 

2017 SEASON OF PEACE – SEPTEMBER 3 - OCTOBER 1 

We are entering a four-week pilgrimage designed to deepen our pursuit of peace. Presbyterian focus is 
to redefine our evolving roles as Peacemakers. It is a time to encourage, challenge, inspire and 
educate, as we commit to the gospel of peace. Our goal is to reclaim Christ, the Peacemaker, and to 
practice new peace strategies. 

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program promotes peace and justice around the world. Advocacy and Social 
Justice are cornerstones of the work of the Presbyterian Mission Agency throughout the U.S. and 
abroad. 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 
addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize 
up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ’s peace. Mid councils retain an 
additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 
own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. Our offering will be taken on 
World Communion Sunday, October 1. We ask that you give generously. 

We honor and commemorate OPC’S Peacemakers who have made new ground in a path of peace for 
others. Those who began our Peacemaking Programs are Dorothea Murray, Vivian Brown, 
Nancy Andress & Jim Sumner. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!! 

 

Thanks to Roy Caudill and Crew who hosted our 
August Community Meal. 150 were served by the 
Kindness Counts Organization of Oxford. Many 
thanks to the Kitchen crew – Ila Barlow, 
Herman Wharton, Patty McComsey and 
Sally Tipton. It was delicious! 
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OPC is committed to building up the church in 
Christ and bringing God’s love to all 

humankind in its rich diversity. We are determined to 
galvanize the church to act on issues of racism, violence and 

poverty as a witness to Christ’s transforming justice. At First Friday, 
October 6 the Outreach Committee is hosting a rally on the Green to 

demonstrate our concern for all those who are marginalized in any way. Our goal is to 
demonstrate our concern for the division in the country at this time, and to show "UNITY" in 
our hope to bring all religions and ideologies together. Feel free to bring banners and signs to 
let Oxford see us! ALL ARE WELCOME! Come and bring a friend. 

DONATIONS: Thanks to the 
generosity of our church giving, 
OPC has donated $1,000 to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
to assist the Texas families 
affected by Hurricane Harvey. If 
individuals want to contribute, 
we suggest writing a check to 
OPC with PDA-Harvey in the 
memo line. In that way OPC will 
get credit for your mission 
giving. 

A donation of $100 to the Union 
Fire Company was also made. 

RALLY FOR 

RALLY FOR 

RALLY FOR 

RALLY FOR 

EQUALITY & JUSTICE

EQUALITY & JUSTICE

EQUALITY & JUSTICE

EQUALITY & JUSTICE    
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS! 
Learn how to knit Prayer 

Squares. We seem to need 
more and more each Sunday. 
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 
to 2. We are knitting in the 

Bride’s Parlor. 

Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs 
to the church office. They 
are being collected to 

donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in 

Wilmington, DE. 

7 P.M. OPC 
Fellowship 

Hall 

 

September 25, 2017, we will read and discuss 
Independence Day by Richard Ford. 

The 
Atkin

son  

Book
 Gro

up 

Nurturing 
Ministry 

Did you know that the Deacons have a Bulletin Board in the 
downstairs hallway? Well, neither did we! Please stop by and 
check it out as we will be looking to add information there 
about upcoming events and ways you may be able to get 
involved.  

Speaking of getting involved…we are hosting our 3rd Annual 
Birthday Bash on Sunday, October 29th after the 11:00 
service. Last year we received feedback that holding the 
event in the Fall would help with summer schedules and 
make it easier for families to attend. Therefore, we fully 
expect to see everyone there this year – no excuses! To help 
make this event the great success it has previously been, we 
are looking for 12 committees or groups within the church to 
sign-up and sponsor a month. Signing up entitles you to the 
honor of selecting a theme for your chosen month. On 
Sunday the 29th you will then be able to show off your 
culinary and decorating skills by bringing table décor and a 
cake to Fellowship Hall all based on your theme. We have had 
some dedicated bakers the last two years and would love to 
see what others can come up with. Don’t be shy! Embrace 
your inner Pinterest and show us what you’ve got! The sign-
up sheet will be posted on our bulletin board. First come 
gets prime pick of the months – so sign up early!! 
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Women’s Circle of Faith at Ware will begin meeting on September 16th. The study is 
on Hebrews. The circle will meet on the third Friday of every month at 2:00PM to 
3:30 P.M. There are nine lessons. The Circle meets in the Private Dining Room at Vista 
Ridge. Circle Leader - Kay Skinner 

Presbyterian Women want to thank our congregation for being so generous with your 
donations for the Back Pack Mission. We sent a check to Nottingham Presbyterian 
church in the amount of $700. 

The OPC Community Meal program is such a 
powerful outreach! It is a natural outgrowth of 
our mission to share the love of Jesus Christ, 
given unconditionally with no expectation of 
reward, recognition, or even thanks. However, I 
assure you that there are rewards unimaginable; 
recognition in homes, apartments, shops, 
businesses, and organizations; and appreciation 
that may never reach many of our ears.  

I want to focus on the appreciation and thanks. It 
is there. Many of the folks who attend the 
monthly meal tell me how much they enjoy and 
appreciate a special night out at no cost. You see, 
these are my people in so many ways. I am 
among them almost daily. They eagerly anticipate 
who might sponsor the next meal. Some nag me 
unmercifully at the Village Market to learn what 
will be served next…and I don’t have a clue! I 
have seen one of the sourest, most bitter, and 
loneliest ladies on the street smile, laugh, and 
tease whenever we speak of the meals. And, she 
always arrives at least 30 minutes before service. 
They are so grateful. 

Now, I want to give thanks and 
recognition to those who helped 
make the Second Annual Jerome 
Rodio Community Meal a joyous 
and awesome experience. 

GIVERS… 

Ike and Sadie Fisher who donated 
150 Philly cheesesteak stuffed 
pretzels. (I was able to share 30 
leftovers with the Lighthouse) Ike 
and Sadie are dear friends who 
own Sadie’s Pretzels in the Oxford 

Farm Market, and they were dear friends of 
Jerome as well. 

Ken Yoder sold us 75 pounds of prime, boneless 
pork shoulder at his cost. Ken too is a dear friend 
who knew Jerome. Then my brother Charlie 
Stoltzfus worked his magic by smoking them as 
only he can, beautifully crusted and juicy 
delicious…donating an entire Saturday with no 
questions asked. 

Herr’s Foods donated 250 bags of potato chips. (I 
was able to share an entire case with the 
Lighthouse. Leftovers.) Maryann Tice is a 
wonderful supporter at Herr’s. 

Flowers Bakery (formerly TastyKake) donated 250 
Honey Buns and Frosted Buns. (I was able to 
share over 100 leftovers with the Lighthouse.) 
Ruth Hogg at Flowers has realized the value of 
supporting community events and will provide 
bread for our Christmas Food Box Drive this year. 
What a blessing! 

Ciarrocchi’s Mushrooms 
(Rocky’s to us locals!) 
donated 30 pounds of 
button mushrooms. 
Jamie Ciarrochi personally 
handed them over with a 
recipe for her mom’s 
famous mushroom salad. 
“Roy, this time you have to 
make this.” So, we did. And, 
we discovered why they are 

(Continued on page 16) 

A Community Gives Thanks… 

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:18 
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RSVP�for�all�Oxford�Senior�
Center�Activities�by�calling�
the�Oxford�Area�Senior�

Center��
610-932-5244�or�Email:�
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net�

 

Self Care & Wellness Workshop 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

7:00 �.�. to 9:00 �.�. 
 
Come out and enjoy a whole body guided self massage experience with Licensed Massage Therapist 
Sue Frampton. Massage is proven to reduce stress, anxiety, boost immunity and prevent headaches. 
We will also be dong Gentle Stretching with Barb McAdams. Discussions will include ways to take time 
and make time for yourself and learning how to implement a Daily Wellness Routine. Helpful ideas and 
handouts will be shared. If you would like to sit on the floor you can bring a yoga mat, blanket, or sit 
in a chair. Please wear comfy clothes. 

Comfort foods and apple cider will be provided. It will be an enjoyable evening. Please join us for this 
enjoyable evening! The workshop is free, but space is limited.  



Volume 30, Issue 9 Page 9 

 

 

The Oxford Area Senior Center Presents… 

Bluegrass Under The Stars 
ON OUR NEW PATIO!!!!!!! 

Free Concert Featuring Music by  

The Blades of Grass Bluegrass Band 

Enjoy an evening of toe-tapping, knee-slapping bluegrass tunes 
performed by local favorite: the Blades of Grass Bluegrass Band. 
Bring your own lawn chair, blanket and refreshments (no 
alcoholic beverages). Music lovers of all ages are welcome!  

September 14, 2017 @ 7 P.M.  

Oxford Area Senior Center (12 E. Locust Street) 

The concert is FREE; Donations will be greatly appreciated.  

If it rains, the concert will be held inside the Senior Center. 

Patriot Day 
Remembrance 

September 10 

3:00 �.�. 

 
The public is invited to attend the 
thirteenth annual Patriot Day 
Remembrance concert and 
community sing along scheduled 
for Sunday afternoon, September 
10, 2017 at 3:00 PM. The concert 
marks the anniversary of 
September 11, 2001, and will be 
held at the United Methodist 
Church, located at Market and 
Addison Streets in Oxford.  

There is no admission for the 
concert. A free-will offering will 
be taken to benefit the Oxford 
United Methodist Church Harvest 
of Talents and Family Promise of 
Southern Chester County, an 
organization committed to 
alleviating homelessness in our 
area. Learn more at 
www.familypromisescc.org  

Hope to see you there! 
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Learning 
 
Ministry 

Thank you to our awesome Volunteers who helped to make this year’s Thank you to our awesome Volunteers who helped to make this year’s Thank you to our awesome Volunteers who helped to make this year’s Thank you to our awesome Volunteers who helped to make this year’s 
VBS “VBS “VBS “VBS “Down on the Farm” Down on the Farm” Down on the Farm” Down on the Farm” such a success ! ! ! !such a success ! ! ! !such a success ! ! ! !such a success ! ! ! ! 

PreK&K Danielle Stapleton 

 Susan Gentile 

 Beth Baity 

 Stacy Ruth 

 Nicole Hartman 

 Julia Hartman 

 Emily Koza 

Grades 1&2 Sabina Fomunyam 

 Kay Atkinson 

 Bonnie Rhodes 

 Mike Watson 

Grades 3&4 Alberta Gehron 

 Herman Wharton 

Grades 5&6 Andrew Atkinson 

 Heather Terry 

 Ali Verbanas 

Miscellaneous Suzanne Herr 

Sound Pastor Kerry 

Open & Close Ashley Whiteman 

 Ali Perry 

 

 

 

Crafts Tanya Walsh 

 Ediene Ringler 

 Brooke Cave 

 Shelley Meadowcroft 

 Neeley Spotts 

 Lillie Spotts 

Recreation  Val Walker 

 Brett Cowan 

 Yujie Slinkard 

 Stefanie Watson 

Snacks Ashley Whiteman 

 Danielle Farmer 

 Jill Cowan 

 Elaine Pennell 

Bible Stories Cindy Hager 

 Steve Doutrich 

Photography Joanne Herr 

Registration Elaine Pennell 

 Margo Kraybill 

 Lorraine Holton 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL INFORMATION 

~Children’s Ministry—9:30 A.M. Sunday~ 

Nursery—Room 108 

 Tricia Barlow—Nursery Supervisor 

  (birth through 4 years old) 

K & Grade 1—Room 103 

 Susan Gentile / Danielle Stapleton–teachers 

  Stephanie Ewing / Claire Taylor–helpers 

Grades 2-3—Room 102 

 Donna Krauss—teacher 

  Tiffany Bohnsack / Yujie Slinkard—helpers 

Grades 4-5-6—Room 106 

 Steve Doutrich / Mitch Perry teachers 

Grades 7-12—Room 203 

 Jack Huston—teacher 

 

~ Child Drop Off and Pick Up Procedure ~ 

For the safety of your child and all children from birth to grade 3, we are 
asking that you sign in your child in their classroom and note who will be 
picking up the child at the end of Sunday School or KOK. Parents will need 
to sign out your child in order for the child to be permitted to leave the 
classroom. 

 

~Adult Classes—9:30 A.M. Sunday~ 

Women’s Bible Study – Parlor Lobby 

Facilitator – Janet Hudler 

The Ten Commandments from the Backside 

 

Adult Bible Study Class – Library/Conference Room (first floor)  

Facilitator – Gale Sauer  

A Study of the book of Colossians 

 

Adult Bible Discussion Class – Bride’s Parlor 

Facilitator – Woody Hartgrove / June Hoffman 

Discussing Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis 

~Adult Class—6:30 P.M. Thursday~ 

 

Adult Bible Study – Bride’s Parlor 

Facilitator – Steve Doutrich 

Who is Jesus? A look at Jesus through different lens. 

    
KKKKids  ids  ids  ids  OOOOf  the f  the f  the f  the 

KKKKingdom ingdom ingdom ingdom CCCChoirhoirhoirhoir    
  

Begins Sunday, September 10 

10:30–11 a.m. 

 

Room 101 
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Unsung Heroes of OPC 

Our unsung hero this month has been a member of OPC since 
March of 2002. During the Fall, Winter and Spring, he is a 

faithful 8:15 worship attendee, where he sits right up front! 

This Summer, he has served as Acolyte for the 9:30 Worship service just about 
every Sunday. During the rest of the year, he lights the Christ candle for the early 

worshippers and checks to be sure that the special lighter is ready to go for 11:00.  

A quiet man who faithfully serves, thank you Shawn McCummings. 

and the public. If you and your family, organization, etc. would like to host one of the Meals, please 
see Beverly Hartgrove, Coordinator. Thank you! 

Session has voted to appoint Jim McLeod as Special Funds Treasurer, effective December 31. We 
sincerely thank Jenna Hammond for faithfully serving as SF Treasurer. We give many thanks to 
Beth Keefer for her MANY, MANY continuing years as OPC’s Treasurer. 

Stewardship Ministry is preparing for the Fall stewardship drive. Without your generosity, OPC 
wouldn’t exist. Heartfelt thanks to all. 

Kay Skinner, Presbyterian Women’s Co-Moderator, has announced a new Horizons Bible Study will 
begin at OPC. Every woman is invited to attend the Study and also to join the PW. Please see 
Kay Skinner or Lorraine Holton for details. 

GOD BLESS US EVERYONE! 

(Session Notes, Continued from page 2) 

Dear wonderful church family, 

Thank you for the luncheon, well wishes, prayers, cards, 
and gifts for my journey to China. Having a caring, 
supportive, and nurturing church family is helping make 
this transition easier. The words of encouragement that 
you have written or said have helped me know I’m in God’s 
Loving Arms. When I return I would love to share my 
journey, both spiritual and educational. 

God bless, Cristina Tackett 

If anyone wants to contact me, e-mail is the best 
(cris_tack@yahoo.com). This is my address over here: 

No. 1201, Building 7. 

Shu Guang Hua Yuan 

Wang Shan Yuan 

Beijing, China 100195 
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$650,000 

$820,000+ 

$405,446 

Capital Campaign Status Report 

PROJECT REPORT: It has taken all summer to get permits and order equipment for the HVAC system. 
The installation work will begin this fall on all of our projects. 

Welcome Back to School 

Preschool is back in action and off to a great start! We welcome 
Michelle Maenner to our preschool staff. She will be a Pre-K 
Assistant Teacher. Joining us again this school year is 
Lenora Boulden, Marcy Workman, Gwen McCoy, Stacy Ruth, 
Kelley Zakeri, Laurie Todd and Noelle Topmiller. The teachers 
have outdone themselves preparing their rooms and curriculum 
for September. We have appreciated the ongoing support from 

our preschool board: Steve Doutrich, Janet Huddler, Beth Baity, Jim Sumner, Cathy Decouresy, 
Heather McGinn and David Fomunyam.  

Some of our upcoming themes are friendship, family, manners, wild, wild, west and Clifford. We are 
preparing to have approximately 20 children enrolled in our Faith Based Friday Classes. This year we 
have 107 children attending our preschool! We are very excited to have the opportunity to watch them 
learn and grow. 

Some upcoming dates to look forward to: 

Sept 18-22 Scholastic Book Fair (Books can be purchased between 9:00-3:00 Sept 18-21) 

Sept 18 and 19 School Pictures 

Sept 30: Apple Festival 

Thank you again to the entire church for the support and love that you give to our preschool. 
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RESPONDING TO HURRICANE HARVEY 

During my years living in The Woodlands, 30 miles north of Houston, I saw a number of hurricanes 
including Alicia, a Cat.5 storm (higher winds than Harvey, but not quite as waterlogged) whose eye 
sped right through our village. Texans along the gulf coast have seen a lot of storms and know how 
to support each other through difficult times. I spoke to Pastor David Jones of The Woodlands 
Community Presbyterian Church (my Home congregation) who said their Fellowship Hall is already full 
of clothing and emergency supplies. All around the perimeter of the flooding, hundreds of churches 
are primed to go into the disaster areas and begin to recover and rebuild. Pastor Jones says the best 
way for us to help is through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – Whom we are sending $1000 from 
our Outreach funds. Houston is part of New Covenant Presbytery. Here is an email I received from 
Megan Hansen 

“Hello Pastor Kerry! David Jones said you had reached out to him regarding how churches can help with responding to 

Harvey. Right now, there are a couple of great ways to help out: 

1) Pray. I'm sure you've already been doing this, and we will need more prayers in the upcoming days, weeks and years. 

The rain is finally stopping in Houston, but the Golden Triangle and New Orleans are still anticipating more from 

Harvey, so there will be a lot of prayer needed for all of the communities affected. 

2) Give. If you are taking up a collection on Sunday, or in other ways, from your church, we are encouraging people 

to give to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. New Covenant Presbytery can also receive funds, currently by check, if 

you want to mail a check to the presbytery office, and hopefully soon, online. However, with 2 presbyteries 

involved, and potentially a third, PDA will be the best way to get funds where they are most needed. 

A DOC [Disciples of Christ] pastor in the Houston area who is a friend of mine also pointed out that many of the 

churches that have received, or will receive damages, are small, and if their members also have damage, it could be 

devastating to their livelihood as a congregation. Consider reaching out and partnering with one of these churches 

(we can provide names and contact info) as prayer and financial partners to see them through. 

3) Act. We are not ready for volunteers to come to Texas, but if people are raring to do something, there are active 

PDA sites elsewhere that could use some help, and might get neglected in the upcoming desire to help with Harvey 

cleanup. It would be great to be able to use that energy to finish up projects in other parts of the country that have 

experienced similar disasters, and are still working on recovery. 

4) Spread the word. Spreading the word about these ways people can help (and things that are not helpful, like 

donating goods or just showing up in Houston or elsewhere in Texas) is very helpful to the overall response and 

recovery efforts.  

I hope that helps, and we are delighted to hear from people who want to help.  

Thank you! 

Megan Hansen, New Covenant Presbytery Disaster Response Task Force” 

 

So we continue to support our Texas neighbors recovering from the flooding while remembering also 
that in India, Nepal and Bangladesh, hundreds are dying and millions are displaced by some of the 
worst monsoon flooding in decades. We pray for all those whose lives have been shattered by 
disasters. 

     PEACE, Pastor Kerry 
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S.A.I.L (Single Adults In the Lord) 

If you are 40 y.o. and up  

Never married, Single, Separated, Divorced or Widowed 
This may be the new group for you. (Prefer just adults, no children). 

Planning to start a new group for Oxford Presbyterian Church members 
and those just attending for monthly activities. 

When: Sunday after the 11 �.�. service in Fellowship Hall. 
Date for first meeting will be announced.  

Contact Carol Latsch at Luv2laugh08@gmail.com / cell: 484-686-7735  
if you are interested in participating. 

famous when they were completely gobbled up at 
the dinner. 

J’s Water Ice provided two huge tubs of water ice, 
mango and chocolate. Enough to serve 250. (I 
was able to share over 100 leftover servings of 
that water ice with the Lighthouse.) The manager 
Linda there is just a saint. I am so blessed to have 
crossed her path and we have a partner for life 
there, I am sure. 

OMI, St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, 
Sue Frampton, and others who wish not be 
named have given or will donate to future 
Community Meals. In addition, donations at the 
Jerome Rodio meal exceeded $200.  

Representatives from Kacie’s Cause, the Oxford 
Football Sports Boosters, the Oxford Senior 
Center, SILO, the Oxford Rotary, Kindness Counts 
in Oxford, and the Oaks Ministry shared time and 
valuable information with all who attended. They 
recognized OPC’s role in service to the 
community and many have begun pondering how 
they can become more involved in these meals. 
1 John 3:18 in action! 

DOERS… 

The Community Meal program absolutely hinges 
on the amazing crew who serve in the OPC 
kitchen. Ila Barlow, Henry Whitesel, 
Patty McComsey, Sally Tipton, Alberta Gehron, 
and Bev Hartgrove (who coordinates the entire 
program) are amazing, awesome, and powerful 
ambassadors of love. They’re also great teachers, 
so if you would like to join in the kitchen 

shenanigans, just let one of them know and they 
will take care of you. 

Bert Gehron makes the most incredible cupcakes, 
especially those with the peanut butter icing that 
just do me in! She baked 150 or so for us, and 
they were the hit of the dessert table, for sure. 

Linda Caudill does a million little tasks in the 
background and provides encouragement and 
grants permission and worries as no one else I 
know. About the same for Charlie.  

Clyde Prigg is there for us before and after all 
these events…setting up tables and chairs, 
storing them afterwards, and then restoring order 
to the Fellowship Hall. He is a treasure. 

And speaking of treasures…there is my brother 
Herman Wharton. He single-handedly mans the 
dishwasher nonstop from pre-event until the last 
person leaves the kitchen. And, he does it with a 
smile and good humor that makes all our labors 
so very enjoyable. My feeling is…no Herman, no 
Community Meal. Yes, he is that reliable, 
dedicated, and important to everyone else’s 
efforts. 

Of course, Eryn and Lorraine in the office provide 
support in so many ways. Steve Doutrich provides 
our pre-meal prayer and grace with sincere words 
and kind thoughts, as he so often does. And 
Pastor Kerry does his thing, as well, on standby, 
lending a hand, and providing the smiles and 
uplift we love so much. 

Let’s end with this…1 John 3:18. 

Roy Caudill, Deacon at OPC 

(A Community Gives Thanks – Continued from page 7) 
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2 Novella Hudler 
3 Nancy Kodish 
4 EdiJo Dalton 
7 Brian Hearne 
8 David Crawford 
8 Kirsten Northrup 
9 Lorraine Holton 
9 Neeley Spotts 
10 Tricia Barlow 
11 Jackie Slauch 
12 David Claypoole 
12 Michael Gehron 
13 Nancy Wright 
14 Larry Herr 

15 John Arnesen 
16 Joan Appleton 
16 Joe Goss 
16 Jennifer Berg 
16 Richard Shrom 
17 Dianne Hammond 
17 Hugh McAllister 
17 Brooke Gundrum 
18 Fred Brubaker 
18 Pete Slauch 
19 Jan Chimchirian 
19 Mark Verbanas 
19 Karen Moore 
21 Kathleen Kamp 

22 Christy Robinson 
22 Dutch Gundaker 
23 Sharon Fogg 
23 Sam Terry 
25 Virginia Hook 
25 Bethany Atkinson 
26 Ila Barlow 
26 Nicole Hartman 
26 Ali Perry 
27 Kay Atkinson 
27 Chris Higgins 
28 Denny Asel 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

September Birthdays 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.  

Oxford Presbyterian Church 
Financial Review – Congregational Giving 
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