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Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of
Jesus Christ with the local and
world communities.

Check inside for what is
still needed!

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

In God Is
Our Trust
I have shared this tidbit before, but I thought it
would be good to consider the thought again:
When I was in college, my summer job was
running the control board at the local television
station. This was in the good old days when
stations actually stopped broadcasting. Imagine
that– four hours without TV! All stations who
subscribed to the National Association of
Broadcasters standards included the playing of
the national anthem at the end of the sign-off. I
often had the 6 P.M.-2 A.M. shift, and I could pick
from a number of video clips (actually 16mm film
rolls) of the Star-Spangled Banner with scenes of
huge ships at sea, or a squadron of Air Force jets
streaking by while the Navy chorus sang or the
Army band blared away. I usually picked a very
different version, with a scene of a beautiful
spreading tree standing alone out on a hillside of
waving grass. Under the tree was a young woman
with a guitar, quietly sharing – not the familiar
first verse, but the last verse of Francis Scott
Key’s poem. It goes like this:
O thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
between their loved homes and the war’s desolation.
Blessed with vict’ry and peace,
may the heaven-rescued land
praise the power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, when our cause, it is just;
And this be our motto: In God is our trust.
And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave
o’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
As we celebrate this month the birth of this
“heaven-rescued land” I hope we will commit
ourselves each day to “praise the power that hath
made and preserved us a nation,” and to humbly
consider whether “our cause, it is just” before
seeking war and conquest.
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We welcome Alberta Gehron on the Board of
Deacons, Class of 2018. Thanks for
volunteering, Alberta! Thanks to all the
Deacons for sharing their many talents with
OPC.
By way of Property Ministry, we will keep you
informed on progression of work at OPC for the
Capital Campaign. It may require us to meet in
Fellowship Hall for worship services. We are
very grateful for all the pledges received for
this campaign.
We thank the Kids of the Kingdom for their
musical at the June 11 worship service. Thanks
to Ali Perry and Heather Terry and all who
helped make it a wonderful production! Keep
up the good work!
From Outreach….if you would like to volunteer
with Sacred Heart for the next Family Promise
week helping homeless families, please see
Gale Sauer, Family Promise Coordinator. Your
service is needed and valuable. In honor of
Father’s Day, $200 was donated to OPC’s
MISTers group. A total of 92 hygiene kits were
delivered to Church World Services. Thanks to
all for your donations.
Volunteers are needed for Vacation Bible School
for July 16-20. Please see Steve Doutrich.
Campers are needed for Camp Donegal this
summer! They will have weekly overnight
camping as well as day camping. Please check
in with the Church Office for information.
Thanks!
Regarding the proposed Parking Garage by
Oxford Borough, we will keep you posted as we
learn more information. We are working with

See you in church!
PEACE,

Our sincere thanks to Barb Boyle for all she did
to make the Relay for Life a success again this
year! We also thank ALL who participated in the
event and ALL who made a donation to this
worthy cause. Thank you! Thank you! Thank
you!

Pastor Kerry

(Continued on page 5)
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Karen Olivieri

Jackie Caleb

David Fomunyam

Andy Orechovesky

Beth MacMillan

Geoffrey Henry

Rob Shaffer

Walt Osborne

Steve Hill

Ali Verbanas

Missy Sarver

Kay Skinner (2nd term)

Ashley Whiteman

Brett Spotts

Amanda Woolston
Lillie Spotts (Youth,

2nd

Term)
Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Sharon Brooks

Andy Arthur

John Day

Roy Caudill

Alberta Gehron

Sabina Fomunyam

Bob Hudler
Lara Orechovesky
(Moderator)

Danielle Stapleton

Barbara Hill

Herman Wharton

Charlie Stoltzfus

Joanne Herr (Youth, 2nd Term)
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Phone: 610-932-9640 ¯ Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit Us on Facebook

Our Web Page:

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org
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Discourse
from the
Director
Last week I was fortunate enough to be given
the opportunity to accompany 17 other
people (6 chaperones and 11 students) to
work as God's servants in the community of
Virginia Beach. Throughout the week we were
working to build a fence for our homeowner,
Ms. Ava. She is a wonderful woman who is a
retired teacher and who has had 14 strokes in
her lifetime. She’d been wanting a fence for
many years now, and when we finally were
able to start putting it up, she was extremely
grateful that she could finally feel secure.
Each night we attended a chapel service along
with the other groups who were there, and at
the service we sang songs, played games, and
listened to a sermon given by one of the
Team Effort staff members. The theme for the
week was scaffolding, so each message
related to the different names of God and
how He supports us as He fixes us. Although
we were unable to finish the fence due to a
lack of materials, I am very proud of all that
we were able to accomplish together and
what we did to help Ms. Ava. The experience
was very impactful and brought us closer to
God as we worked in His name.

NOMADS
July 15th at 5:00 P.M. at the
Mansion at Ware
Presbyterian Village,
hosted by Kay Skinner and
Carolyn Gandin. Please sign
up in the church office by
July 9th.
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Community Meal – 5:30–7:00 P.M.
July 23 – Hosted by Sacred Heart
Ladies Auxiliary
August 27 – Hosted by Kindness
Counts in Oxford
It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.
Join us for fellowship and a good meal
5:30-7 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Thanks to all who have signed up to host. We still
have November left.
OPC was a participating team in The
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life of
Southern Chester County at Oxford held
June 16-17, 2017. As a team, OPC
contributed in excess of $4800.00 to this
year’s event. Those who had the
opportunity to attend Relay were able to
experience an atmosphere of joy and hope as we celebrated,
remembered, and fought back against this disease that has
impacted us all far too much. A big Thank You to everyone
who supported our effort by praying, donating, working the
silent auction, and walking. Job well done
OPC!

Special thanks to Barb Boyle for coordinating OPC’s Relay for Life Team again this year!
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(Session Notes continued from page 2)

the Borough to produce best
results for OPC and the
community. As of now, there will
be 300 metered parking spaces in
the garage and the Borough
Office will be relocated to inside
the garage.
If you have any questions or
concerns, please see any Session
member.
We wish you all a safe and happy
summer. Godspeed and bless us
all as we walk His way.
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Steve Wingfield Luncheon

Friday, September 2nd @ NOON - Steve Wingfield, Evangelist is speaking at the Lighthouse
Youth Center. $10.00 a ticket for Buzz’s BBQ Chicken Picnic Lunch. Money goes towards the
Lighthouse building project/second floor.

First Friday, Victory Weekend
Friday, September 2nd from 4 P.M. TO 8 P.M. - Steve Wingfield will have his Victory Stage placed at the
Miss Oxford Diner Parking lot. Musical artist will perform as well as Steve will share. If your church
would like to sponsor or assist with the event, please contact Luke Weaver at weaverluke@comcast.net

Oxford’s Hunger Help Walk
Sunday, October 16th at 1:30 P.M. - John H. Ware IV Memorial Hunger Help Walk will start at the
Lighthouse Youth Center. Registration is at 1 P.M. Annual walk benefits four local food organizations.
To pick up your walk packet or for more information, please contact Buzz D. Tyson at 484-880-2018
or buzz@oxfordlighthouse.org
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Happy Summer OPC!
We hope everyone’s enjoying this time of year. Long
summer nights, Good road conditions for visits with family
and friends, see new places or return to a summer favorite.
The Deacons are planning a special coffee hour on August
20th to welcome the youth back from their mission trip.
Our youth and leaders were in Virginia Beach working hard
and we would like to show our support and how much they
mean to us all. We will host this after the worship service
in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30.

Nurturing
Ministry

We are also planning the Birthday Bash for the fall after the
Apple Festival and also many summer vacations have been
enjoyed. What is the Birthday Bash? It’s a celebration of all
our Birthdays on one Sunday. The Birthday Bash transforms
the Fellowship Hall into an enjoyable cake tasting tour.
Twelve tables are decorated by a committee or group for a
particular month and they bake a Birthday Cake. Summer is
such a busy time, and we want all our OPC family members
to enjoy this special event. We are planning for early
October. We are asking our Committee Chairs and our
many church Groups to please choose a month to host and
sign-up! We have many good bakers in our church family
that make fantastic cakes. You won’t want to miss this.
Yours in Christ, Bob Hudler, Board of Deacons

CALLING ALL KNITTERS!
Learn how to knit Prayer
Squares. We seem to need
more and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays from 12
to 2. We are knitting in the
Bride’s Parlor.

Can Tabs

n
inso
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t
A
The Group
Book

7 P.M. OPC
Fellowship
Hall

Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.

August 28, 2017, we will read and discuss
The Reivers by William Faulkner.
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Furniture Refinishing Workshop
transform your furniture from shabby to chic

Looking for a simple and affordable way to give your tired and worn
furniture a new look? Refinishing furniture with chalk paint is easy, requires
little prep work and is eco-friendly. DIYers will love this hand-on class designed to teach basic
techniques for prepping, painting and distressing furniture.
The Oxford Area Senior Center and Pickled Pickles, an eclectic boutique, are hosting a special
furniture-refinishing workshop to teach the art of furniture painting. This “how to” workshop is
designed to provide participants with a basic understanding of furniture refinishing and step-by-step
instructions for sanding, selecting paint color and applying paint and a top coat.
Participants should bring their own small, easily carried piece of furniture for refinishing. Suggested
items include: picture frames, small tables, and plant stand, stool...let your imagination run wild. The
cost for this workshop is $25 which includes all materials needed to complete this take-home project.
When:
Where:
Cost:

Wednesday, July 19, 2017 @ 7 P.M.
The Oxford Area Senior Center
12 E. Locust Street, Oxford, PA
$25 (Cash Only)

RSVP by calling the Oxford Area Senior Center 610-932-5244 or Email: oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

What is the waiver program and how it can help you!!
Assistance paid for by State and County senior services funding

WAIVER PROGRAM

July 12th 2017 @ 4:00 P.M.
Oxford area Senior Center
12 e. locust street, oxford pa
(610) 932-5244

A Guide Through the Application Process & its Benefits
for Seniors
RSVP by contacting the Oxford Area Senior Center at 610-932-5244 or
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net
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Learning
Ministry
We are expanding our Children’s Sunday
School classes! So we need more teachers!
Grade 1- Teacher and helper
Grades 2 & 3 - helper

Summer Mission Team Pictures

ak!!
e
r
B
Water
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Unsung Heroes of OPC
Our Unsung Hero this month has been a member of OPC since September
of 2000, when she joined with her husband. Every Sunday, you can find her
standing in the Narthex, greeting visitors with a smile and a Welcome packet. She
currently serves as co-moderator of OPC’s Presbyterian Women. On Monday, she is in the
church office, following up on who’s here in the Attendance Pads we sign every Sunday. She is
ordained as an Elder and currently is serving on Session in Outreach. Thank you, Kay Skinner.

SHILOH

Presbyterian Church
The Reverend Tyrone Carter, Pastor

PANCAKE & OMELET
BREAKFAST – July 8, 2017
Place:

SPC Community Outreach Center
42 South Fifth Street, Oxford, PA

Time:

8:30 - 10:30 A.M.

Coordinators: Sheila Bowers and Susan Ruffin
Donation:

Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11), $5.00; 3 years and under, free.
Tickets are purchased at the door.

This Breakfast has been scheduled for the second Saturday every other month. Other various items
are included on the menu. For information, please leave a message at 610-932-9256.

Thanks for your support!

JULY 15, 2017-9:00 A.M.
SHILOH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HELPING HANDS MINISTRY
42 South 5th Street
Oxford, PA 19363

To God Be the Glory!
Volume 30, Issue 7/8
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some unique trinkets from your summer travel
destination? Rainy day distractions? Anything
goes! You may bring your donations to the
church office any time between now and
September 15th.
SPONSORSHIPS: If you own a business or work
for a company who gives back to the
community, consider becoming a sponsor for
this year’s festival. Contributions are taxdeductible and will help offset expenses and
allow us to do more.

September 30th • 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
At the time of this writing, there are almost
exactly three months until the festival. That
may seem like a long time, but
there is already lots of work
being done! Our vendor spots
are pretty much all taken, and
we are well on our way to having
our entertainment line-up filled.
Fundraising letters are being
prepared to send, and silent
auction donations are already
coming in. We want to keep
things moving forward to a
great day, and here are some
ways you can help:
DRINK BOOTH: We need donations of water,
tea, soda and juice boxes. Keep an eye out for
sales this summer and pick up an extra pack or
two when you find a good deal. We’ll be
collecting these in the stairwell across from the
office.
BOOK SALE: Summer is a great time to
downsize an overgrown library. We need your
gently used books, especially cookbooks,
children’s books, and young adult fiction. We
regret that we won’t have space to
accommodate your old textbooks or outdated
software manuals. Please stack your book
donations neatly in the marked area of the
stairwell across from the office.
GIFT BASKETS: Some of the most popular
items at our silent auction are themed baskets.
Thinking up a creative theme and contents to
fit that theme can be a fun activity. Maybe
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We’ll have a volunteer planning meeting in
early August and signup sheets for the
different areas as time gets closer. Keep an eye
out for announcements in your Sunday
bulletins and weekly church emails.

DID YOU KNOW? We have an online shop with
all kinds of cool stuff featuring the
embroidered Apple Festival logo. It’s open all
year long and can be accessed here: https://
opcapplefestival.qbstores.com or if you prefer,
we’ll be placing a group order on August 15th.
If you order with the group you can get free
shipping and save $1 off each item you order!
Visit the shop and make your shopping list,
and then turn in your order to the office with
check made payable to “OPC Apple Festival”.
There will be some samples of various colors
and sizes of t-shirts in the office beginning this
week. Stop in and check them out!
Any questions about any thing? See Neeley
Spotts or Bethany Atkinson or email
help@opcapplefestival.org

LAMPLIGHTER

Capital Campaign Update
Campaign Goal:
$650,000
Commitments to Date:
$815,000
Campaign Funds in Hand: $431,071
We have had a fantastic response to our campaign!
We will be able to fund all of our featured projects and (hopefully) have some
funds available for future needs.
HVAC PROJECT
The heating system project will be starting very soon and may involve some
disruption. We will need to dismantle the existing cooling tower to make room for
the new systems, which means that we may have some Sunday worship services with open windows
and fresh air. But we’re trying to schedule the work to minimize those discomforts. One part of this
project that will add some unexpected costs (about $35,000) is the need for heavy-duty steel
structures to support the additional equipment (six 800-pound units) on the roof.
SANCTUARY REVITALIZATION PROJECTS
We are getting revised pricing information for the equipment and installation for this project merging
the sound and visual display control systems. The carpet and pew projects are more flexible and will
be coordinated with the sound system installations.

The Capital Campaign is not “closed.” We are still receiving 3-year commitments
from members and friends of OPC. The more folks who support the campaign,
the more we will be able to accomplish!

Oxford Presbyterian Church
Financial Review – Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
Volume 30, Issue 7/8
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July Birthdays
1
2
3
3
3
3
4
7
8
8
9
9
9
11
12
12

Sheri Arroyo
Olivia Nelles
Julia Hartman
Jacob Holmes
Michelle Taylor
Jill Cowan
Jan Sisemore
Missy Sarver
Timothy Whiteman
Robert McComsey
Audrey Neyman
Elyse Baccino
Brendan Buckley
Glenn Lakin
Conner Quigley
Alan Pugh

12
12
13
13
15
15
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
20
21
22

Andy Arthur
Abby Busko
Hannah Northrup
Steve Smith
Colin Barlow
Cora Terry
Sandy Slauch
Debbie Waltman
Nancy Thomson
Laura King
Kris Gerling
Etha McDowell
Stephanie Johnson
David Fomunyam
Kasey Busko
John Kraybill

23
23
23
25
26
26
26
27
27
30
30
31
31
31
31

Marsha Grier
Dennis Tierney
Laura Wilson
Wendell Higgins
Eleanor Inforzato
Jim Sumner
Hugh Wyles
Chase Buckley
Emily Walsh
Beth MacMillan
Laurie Simpers
Braydon Ringler-Friedrich
Cindy Shrom
Carol Timmons
Joey Simpers

14
14
14
15
15
16
17
18
19
19
20
21
22
22
23

Eryn Gallagher
Gene Richards
Liza Slauch
Connor Verkamp
Connie Winchester
Amy Jones
Lisa Crawford
Brady Watson
Zoe Zenker
Walt Montgomery, Jr.
Adam Walsh
Kaitlyn Crawford
Megan Gane
Hayleigh Spotts-Moore
Don Flessner

23
23
24
26
27
27
27
27
28
28
29
29
31
31

Linda Caudill
Nadiene Ringler-Friedrich
Jim Abel
Harold Walls
Connor Ruth
Landon Ruth
Brooklyn Buckley
Judy Kamp
Dylan Adams
Dotty Philips
Ashley Whiteman
Alan McIntyre
Dustin Jones
Connie Slauch

August Birthdays
1
3
4
5
5
5
6
7
7
7
8
9
10
11
13

Susannah Atkinson
Jamie Neumoyer
Beverly Hartgrove
Chase Lane
Millie Loughhead
Brett Cowan
Rose Feldman
Cameron Gentile
Arlene Singleton
Mollie Hearne
Jason Chimchirian
Chase Gallagher
Molly Esposito
Josie Perloff
BJ Meadowcroft

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.
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July Calendar
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Mission Trip Recap
and Special Coffee
Hour

August Calendar

