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 O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

Mark Gundrum 

Mark is a freshman at Oxford Area 
High School.  He has an older 
brother, Eric, and an older sister, 
Brooke.  He enjoys playing music 
on his guitar and is a huge fan of 
the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Dakota Jones 

Dakota is in 7th grade at Penns Grove 
Middle School.  He has one older 
brother, Dusty.  Dakota enjoys playing 
football, lacrosse and wrestling.  He 
also plays the saxophone.  He is a big 
Philadelphia sports fan. 

Our Confirmation Class studied each aspect  of the Apostles Creed as 
well as the history of the Presbyterian Church and OPC. These two 
young men will be confirmed in the Presbyterian Church(USA) on 
Youth/Confirmation Sunday, May 14. Please try to be at worship that 
day to welcome them into our family of faith.  

2017 

Confir
ma on 

Class 

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 
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Opportunity 
Knocks 

These weeks of the Capital 
Campaign “Moving Forward in 
Faith” have been a whirlwind 
for me. There has been a great deal for me to do, 
but also for those involved in the Leadership 
Team. I applaud all of their work toward this 
campaign.  From the prayer team to the 
celebration team, to the coordinating team, and 
all the other teams, this has really been a “team” 
effort. 

Now it’s your turn. The commitment packets are 
being distributed beginning April 30 and we hope 
to have all the cards back to offer together in 
worship on May 7. I am looking forward to a 
grand celebration and taking the first steps as we 
begin Moving Forward in Faith! 

 

—BUT, just a reminder, our first commitment is 
to our annual operating expenses, so be sure to 
maintain your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully soon: 

The Borough Council will open Octoraro Alley 
once “The Ote” has completed their front porch 
work. This is great news!  

When it is opened, please be careful when using 
the alley. The Borough could close the alley again 
if they deem it to be dangerous. Only right turns 
from Third Street or straight through the light 
from Market Street into the alley are allowed. 
THANKS. 

See you in church! 

 PEACE, Pastor Kerry 

SESSION NOTES 
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

We thank Sally Tipton and the Kitchen Crew 
for preparing the delicious Lenten Luncheons 
for all. We thank the speakers for sharing their 
journeys of faith! 

Our sincere thanks to the Deacons for 
providing their wonderful Easter Breakfast! It 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all! 

Our Capital Campaign is moving forward in 
faith! We appreciate each and every one for 
their parts in making it a success for church’s 
needed replacements and repairs! 

Last day for Sunday School for the summer is 
May 21. 

June 4 is our joint Communion service with 
Shiloh at 11 A.M.  

June 11 will begin our summer schedule of 
only one service at 9:30 A.M. Afterward, Kids 
of the Kingdom will present their musical in 
Fellowship Hall. Dessert will be provided. 

Outreach will again sponsor Relay for Life June 
16-17 with Barb Boyle chairing the event. You 
can volunteer! Please see Barb.  

Community Meal preparers are needed for 
September 24 and November 26. Please see 
Gale Sauer, Coordinator, to sign up! 

If you have any questions, etc. for Session and 
their work, please feel free to ask any 
member: Karen Olivieri, Andy Orechovesky, 
Rob Shaffer, Ali Verbanas, Amanda Transue-
Woolston, Lillie Spotts, Jackie Caleb, Beth 
MacMillan, Walt Osborne, Missy Sarver, Ashley 
Whiteman, David Fomunyam, Geoffrey Henry, 
Steve Hill, Kay Skinner and Brett Spotts. Many 
thanks! 

Oxford Borough is working on building a 
parking garage in the large lot across from 
our Church. The alleyway will be opening as 
soon as The OTE has their balcony finished. 
Please be careful turning into the alleyway. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
Discourse 
from the 
Director 

Lamplighter 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640   Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: 
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Volume 30, Issue 5 FIRST FRIDAY 

Steve 

We will soon be in the month of May! I can hardly 
believe that we are approaching the end of our 
Sunday School year already. Time flies when you 
are having fun, or as my friend Kermit the Frog 
says, times fun when you are having flies! 

I want to say a BIG thanks to our Sunday School 
Teachers! Please take a minute on one of the 
next few Sundays to say thank you to your 
Sunday School teacher. These dedicated people 
love you and love to teach! So, say thanks for all 
the work they put into preparing and teaching 
every Sunday.  

Our last Sunday School class is set for May 21.  

Children’s Church and Junior Church operate 
year round and we would like to add some more 
people to our teaching schedule. Right now, our 
teachers teach every other month, that’s six 
times a year!! You receive the lesson information 
by Wednesday of the week you teach. That 
includes the lesson material and group 
interactive ideas for the children. However, you 
can add your own ideas to the lesson theme. 
There is also a coloring page for the students 
each Sunday. If you would be interested in 
talking more about this, please contact me!! 
Thank you very much!!  

Friday, May 5 – Meet at Wyncote at  
11:30 A.M. Be sure to let us know so 
there will be a chair for you at the 
table. Sign up sheet in the office, or call 

the office. 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Sharon Brooks Andy Arthur John Day 

Roy Caudill Bruce Hastings Sabina Fomunyam 

Bob Hudler Danielle Stapleton Barbara Hill 

Lara Orechovesky 
(Moderator) Herman Wharton Charlie Stoltzfus 

  Joanne Herr (Youth, 2nd Term) 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Karen Olivieri Jackie Caleb David Fomunyam 

Andy Orechovesky Beth MacMillan Geoffrey Henry 

Rob Shaffer Walt Osborne Steve Hill 

Ali Verbanas Missy Sarver Kay Skinner (2nd term) 

Amanda Woolston Ashley Whiteman Brett Spotts 

 Lillie Spotts (Youth, 2nd Term)  

Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 
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Community Meal  
May 23 – 5:30–7:00 P.M.  

 
It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.  

Join us for fellowship and a good meal  
5:30-7 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  
Thanks to all who have signed up to host. 
We still have September and November left. 

There are still opportunities to assist 
the homeless community in Southern 
Chester County by supporting Family 
Promise. While Sacred Heart carries the 
heavy responsibility of housing 
families at their church, OPC 
volunteers give their time to serve 
dinner from 6–8 P.M. sometimes 
purchasing food with Outreach funds 
so Sacred Heart cooks have an evening 
“off”! 

There are additional jobs if you prefer 
a more behind-the-scenes approach 
but serving, or “hosting” meals, does 
require providing Family Promise with 
background clearances that are free of 
charge. OPC will minister to local 
families the week of Sunday, May 28 
through Saturday June 3. Please 
contact Gale Sauer at 
gale.m.sauer@gmail.com or  
410-378-2782 if this ministry speaks 
to your heart and you want to be a part 
of it. 

Brochures about Family Promise are 
available on the Outreach Bulletin 
Board around the corner from the 
Church office. 

OPC Missions 

The Outreach Committee is tasked with “Outreach to 
local and world communities”.  Three subcommittees 
include: 1. Social Justice & Peacemaking, 2. Evangelism 
and Mission and 3. Community Relations. 

Current missions supported are Basic Missions 
Support (to Presbytery) 

Neighborhood Services Center, Oxford Senior Center, 
Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, 
Lighthouse Youth Center, Family Promise, Camp 
Donegal, ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking), Chester County 
Children, Inc., Oaks Ministry, Meeting Ground and 
Onesimus Prison Ministry. Community Meals and 
Christmas Food Box Ministry are special projects that 
OPC supports. 

Our Members are: Bethany Atkinson, Beth Baity, Vivian 
Brown, Lisa Claypoole, Margo Kraybill, Beth MacMillan, 
Elaine Pennell, Kay Skinner, Amanda Woolston, and 
Gayle Sauer. Jackie Caleb and Bev Hartgrove are Co-
Chairs. 

Volunteer opportunities include: collecting kits for 
Church World Service, working with Relay for Life of 
Chester County, assisting with operation of Ten 
Thousand Villages Gift Shop, selling Fair Trade coffee 
at the Apple Festival, helping with the Family Promise 
program at Sacred Heart, and coordination of 
Christmas Food Boxes. 

You are invited to join the Outreach Committee   
NEW MEMBERS NEEDED. Ask any of our members for 
questions. We meet quarterly the second Sunday at 
noon. 
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We are now only about seven weeks away from the start of Relay of Life of 
Southern Chester County at Oxford! This family friendly fundraising event will start 
on June 16, 2017 at 5 P.M. and run through Noon on June 17 at the Oxford Area 
Football Stadium (301 S. 5th Street, Oxford). The theme of this year’s event is “Relay 
Nation” and OPC will be representing the State of Texas. (All ideas for site 
decorations and activities are still welcome!) 

There are still many opportunities to be involved with our team this year. 
• Sign up to walk as a team member, survivor, or caretaker. 
• Donate to our team or a participating team member. 
• Save any wayward coins to contribute to our loose change collection jar which will be available 

after services starting in April. 
• Volunteer to help us at the event with set-up, tear-down, or running the silent auction. 
• Dedicate a Luminaria to remember loved ones lost to cancer or to honor those currently battling 

the disease.  
We hope that many of you were able to participate in our prayer and giving activity over the month of 
April and any donations you felt led to make will truly help to celebrate those who have won their 
battle against cancer, support those still in the battle, remember those no longer with us, and fight 
back against this disease that robs so many of so much.  

We are very excited to be a part of this event that truly embodies our hope for the 
future. Make sure to mark you calendar and get your walking shoes ready. 

For more information contact Barbara Boyle at 484-667-2022 or 
bboyle57@gmail.com (or visit our event at www.relayforlife.org/paoxford) 

Location: Lighthouse Youth Center @ 7 P.M. 

National Day of Prayer 

This National Day of Prayer help us 
pray for and focus on God’s direction. 
We want to encourage people to 
effectively and fervently pray for 
government, church, military, family, 
education, media, and business. 

When you join with others in prayer 
you can have an impact on the media 
and the influence it has on our 
families and children. Pray according 
to God’s word so that Christians in 
the media industry would find favor 

and be filled with creative ideas that bring kingdom principles and life-giving messages to the public. 

Be a part of praying for businesses and their leaders. This prayer guide highlights the importance of 
business leaders operating with a heart of integrity. Praying for leaders that lead according to 1 
Chronicles 29:17 that says, “I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All 
these things I have given willingly and with honest intent…” 
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ACE Anti-Human 
Trafficking Alliance 
of Oxford, PA 

 

This is a link to an article about the 
Jamieson case we are following: http://
www.dailylocal.com/article/DL/20170308/
NEWS/170309824 

Oxford Police Officer Coverly will speak at the 
May 6th meeting on “What’s Trending With 
Our Youth?” This will include Drug and 
Alcohol Awareness, Internet Safety/Bullying, 
Self-Harm, and Fighting—all going on under 
our noses. Must be 18 years old to attend. We 
meet at the Oxford Senior Center, 12 East 
Locust Street, Oxford, PA at 9 A.M. for 
refreshments and 9:30 -10:30 presentation.  

Thanks for your continued support in efforts 
to end human trafficking. 

Peggy Ann Russell 
ACE Anti-Human Trafficking Alliance of 
Oxford 
P O Box 103 
Oxford, PA 19363  610-932-0337 

NOMADS 

The next NOMADS dinner is 
Saturday, May 20, 2017. 
NOMADS is a dinner group 
that usually meets quarterly 
in church members’ homes. 
The host provides the main 
dish and the guests provide 
side dishes. Come join us 
for an evening of fellowship! 
It is a great way to meet 
members of the church. 
There is a sign-up sheet in 
the church office. The final 
date to sign up is May 12. 

OPC is working with the Borough to keep the 
lower end of the alley a one-way street as 
long as they can, which will continue to allow 
meter parking there. The garage will have 
metered parking spaces, which will be free on 
Sundays. We will keep you updated as we 
know. 

As we use our God-given talents every day, 
may He continue to bless us on our way! 

Session Notes (Continued from page 2) 
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PW Purpose 
Forgiven and freed by God 
in Jesus Christ, and 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, we commit ourselves 
• to nurture our faith 

through prayer and Bible 
study, 

• to support the mission of 
the church worldwide, 

• to work for justice and 
peace,  

• and to build an inclusive, 
caring community of 
women that strengthens 
the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and witnesses to 
the promise of God’s 
kingdom. 

On Sunday, March 5th these two stunning ladies were awarded the 
Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership Award. An Honorary 
Life Membership in Presbyterian Women honors an individual’s faithful 
service in some area of church work. Men, women, moderators, leaders, 
teachers, officers, pastors, missionaries and staff have received this 
honor. Please congratulate them when you see them—their service to 
this church is immeasurable. 

Unsung Heroes of OPC 
Something needs done and nobody is stepping forward to do it. 
Somebody needs a hug. Deep prayers are needed, maybe you 

don’t even know why. And there is Ann Terry, our unsung hero 
this month. When our church building burned in ‘89, some of the 

school children asked “Where will Mrs. Terry live?” At that time, Ann was our 
church secretary. Even though she is no longer in the office everyday, Ann is a 

“forever part” of the heart and soul of OPC. 

Alberta Gehron                                             Elizabeth Miller 
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The OPC 
MISTers…

Rooted in Love! 
-- Roy Caudill 

 
On Sunday, April 23, a Parade of Ministries was 
held in each of the worship services at OPC. It 
was an opportunity to remind the congregation 
of how God’s love moves among us as we strive 
to serve in so many beautiful ways. Pastor Kerry 
mentioned that the Men of the MIST do tasks, 
chores, and service for various elements of the 
church, our programs, and members of the 
flock. However, the MIST, or Men in Service 
Team, serves another priceless purpose—to 
strengthen the bonds of friendship and 
brotherhood, not only through service and 
shared labors, but through other fellowship 
gatherings as well. 

Never outrageously raucous but never solemn 
either, these activities might be attended by a 
small handful or a large herd…held at the 
Sawmill Grill or the Shiloh Fellowship Hall or the 
Octoraro or the Oxford Farm Market. Breakfasts 
before service are a staple for projects in the 
good-weather months, and they offer the perfect 
opportunity to form a prayer circle of grace and 
gratitude. Demonstrating our faith in public is 
never done in a showy display, but rather a 
sincere one that reflects and reminds us of our 
purpose…for each other’s sake… and if others 
take notice, that is merely another blessing. 

Prayer might be challenging if the group is 
unable to assemble in a common area, and that 
perplexed me until I realized that we needed a 
“MISTer’s Prayer”. Inspiration was not a 
challenge at all, and I immediately sat at a 
keyboard and prepared what you can read here. 
It is a first draft and therefore the true and 
genuine draft. It has been shared with each of 
the MISTers in email copy and in hard copy to 
those who attended our last breakfast. It is 
posted on our banner for the Parade of 
Ministries. I carry one in my shirt pocket always. 
If ever the men are unable to pray as a group, 

Bob and I would ask that they silently read our 
prayer before the project or meal. 

If any one of you still wonders what the MISTers 
are all about, please read this prayer and know 
that we strive to serve and share love in, 
through, and around our OPC family. As OPC 
moves forward in faith during our capital 
campaign, the membership can rest assured 
that we, too, will remain rooted in love to 
enhance the worship experience for this family. 

 

THE MISTER’S PRAYER 
Lord, come join us at this table. 

Hear our thanks for the uncountable blessings 
of this day. 

Hear our gratitude for all that You have given, 
Your loving protective hand, and the light that 

You shine on our paths. 

Know that we gather in Your name to honor the 
teachings of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Know that we gather to share His love as we 
strengthen our bonds of brotherhood and serve 

those who need a stronger hand or heart. 

Lord, come join us at this table. 

Share the way today that we might be a blessing 
to others. 

Lead us to needs, and strengthen us to help 
ease pain, suffering, and discomfort in our 

brothers and sisters. 

Lord, let us know our gifts and use our gifts to 
bring glory to Your name this day. 

And we would ask You to bless this place, bless 
the hands that have prepared our meal, and 

bless this food to the nourishment of our 
bodies. 

For it is in Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen 

Men 

In 
Service 
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Peacemakers 
Eryn Gallagher 

This morning, I got a cup of coffee and sat on the 
kitchen porch while the dogs did their early 
morning yard patrol. As I sat there, I heard the 
wrens singing loudly, the sparrows’ thin sweet 
song, the cardinals chirping from the woods’ edge. 
The maple leaves are a full hand width bigger than 
they were this time last week, the redbud and 
dogwoods are blooming and the tulips are fully 
awake after their winter nap. I watched six deer 
carefully cross the yard, stopping and watching as 
they walked across to the edge of the trees where 
they found some particular leaves they nibbled on. 
It was that damp soft light peculiar to rainy 

mornings and the earth was rejoicing in the cool wetness. I wondered if the fingers on the nuclear 
triggers would be a bit less itchy if they spent their mornings on their kitchen porches, wrapped 
around a cup of coffee, watching the earth wake up. –Eryn 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God” -Matthew 5:9 

What Will Be Your Legacy? 

As Christians we rejoice with faith in the 
resurrection. Yet we also know the pas-
sage from life to death can be stressful 
on those who survive us. 

You can ease some of that stress by acting now to put your estate plan in order. Who will be executor 
of your estate? Who will decide how your personal treasures are distributed? In addition to their own 
grief, can you imagine your loved ones struggling to find life insurance papers, bank accounts and 
other vital documents? 

By creating a legal will or living trust, you can provide your next-of-kin with a peace of mind, knowing 
that you have already determined how your estate will be distributed and who will care for minor chil-
dren. They will still grieve, but they won’t face the daunting task of making decisions that you could 
have made. 

A will also provides an excellent opportunity to remember Oxford Presbyterian Church. A gift to OPC 
through your will serves as a testament to your heirs of your faith in God and the resurrection. It pro-
vides you with one last opportunity to exemplify what it means to be a good steward, providing for 
others as God has provided for you during your lifetime. What a blessing you can be to future genera-
tions! 

Drawing up a will is a simple process, but make sure it is done right. By using expert advisors, such as 
attorneys and financial planners, your wishes can be honored after you are gone. 
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We thought they’d never leave –  
the Summer Mission Trip 

Sunday morning, June 18th, will be a special day for our Mission Team. After the church service they will be 
heading for the Virginia Beach area. Ordinarily this would sound like a week at the beach complete with 
swimming, sand, and relaxing in the warmth of the sun. This, however, is not what that day is all about. 

At Worship on June 18th the team will stand out in their matching tee shirts as they are commissioned in 
preparation for their mission trip and week of Christian service located near Virginia Beach. Under the direction 
of Rev. Steve Doutrich, this will be the eighth mission trip for our youth group known as Revolution. In the 
past, our mission teams have travelled to points as far north as Niagara Falls, New York, as far south as the Gulf 
Coast after Katrina, and as far away as Jamaica. 

During last year’s mission trip, in Seymour, Tennessee, our team brought hope to an elderly man who seemed 
to have given up after the loss of his wife. His home, barely discernable along the side of a country road, was 
surrounded by the debris and overgrown vegetation from years of hopeless neglect. The team’s main goal was 
to provide the man with a new roof. While Steve and his experienced roofing crew did their part, the other 
young people, including those from a church in North Carolina, filled an industrial dumpster with the debris 
surrounding the house and scrubbed the sides of his home removing years of grime and mold. At the 
conclusion of our week of service the roof was completely finished and the house took on the appearance of 
a home that had been built recently. The letter our resident wrote to us was both moving and profound. 

What is a mission trip? First, it is all about selfless Christian service through hard work under difficult 
conditions with great people. It is also the teaching of responsibility helping young people know that others 
are counting on them. A mission trip has often been described as a life-changing experience and while our 
youth may pile out of the bus when they return, seemingly unchanged, their experiences may well manifest 
the changes that have been brought about years later. 

The youth who will be participating in this year’s Mission Trip are: 

Justin Williams Joanne Herr Jack Ewing 
Claire Taylor Dustin Jones Dakota Jones 
Stephanie Ewing Julia Nask Yujie Slinkard
 Sophie Woods 

The adults accompanying the youth are: Brooke Dillard, Lorraine 
Holton, Carley Stoltzfus, Rev. Steve Doutrich, Tanner Smith, and 
John Day 

You may not be familiar with some of these people so join us on 
June 18th at their commissioning as they begin a week of Christian 
service representing OPC. 
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Capital Campaign Update 

Celebrating our Ministries 
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Learning 
 
Ministry 

Youth Sunday 

May 14 

(both Worship Services) 

also 

Confirmation Sunday! 

May 21 

Last Day 

of Sunday School  

for the Summer! 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS! 
Learn how to knit Prayer 

Squares. We seem to need 
more and more each Sunday. 
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 
to 2. We are knitting in the 

Bride’s Parlor. 

Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs 
to the church office. They 

are being collected to 
donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in 

Wilmington, DE. 

7 P.M. 

OPC Library 
May 22, 2017,  

we will read and discuss  
The Wright Brothers by David McCullough  

The Atkinson  

Book Group 

Nurturing 
Ministry 
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RSVP by calling the Oxford Area Senior Center 
610-932-5244 or Email: oxsrctr@zoominternet.net 

 “SPRING BREAKFAST” 

 
 

OXFORD AREA SENIOR CENTER 
FRIDAY, May 12, 2017 

7 A.M. to 10 A.M. 

ALL	YOU	CAN	EAT	

Scrambled eggs, pancakes, bacon, 
sausage, dried beef, juice, coffee, tea 

$7.00 
12 East Locust Street  Oxford, PA 

(610) 932-5244 

No tickets needed, just show up !!!! 
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1 Abigail Boohar 
3 Bill Gundrum 
3 Bennett Spotts 
3 Zoe Verbanas 
4 Dave Keefer 
4 Amanda Woolston 
4 Yujie Slinkard 
4 Kimberly Perry 
4 Lucy Meadowcroft 
5 Catherine King 
6 John Stapleton 
6 Ian Barlow 
7 Tanya Walsh 

8 Jack Huston, Jr. 
9 Brian Quigley 
10 Donna Kelly 
10 Joanna Pugh 
10 Seth Allport 
10 Enzo Vanella 
11 Carol Carter 
11 John Slauch 
11 Maddox Watson 
13 Amanda Boyd 
13 Jane Freeman 
15 Emily Koza 
16 Louise Gehron 

18 Lisa Koza 
20 Elliot Simpers 
22 Sabina Fomunyam 
25 Jayne Bower 
26 Bruce Hastings 
26 Emma Cofrancesco 
27 Val Walker 
27 David Bohnsack 
28 Ali Verbanas 
29 June Hoffman 
31 Charlie Wichhart 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

May Birthdays 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 
Financial Review – Congregational Giving 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.  
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