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Lamplighter
‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’

Come join us to celebrate the Resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ at our Easter
Sunrise Service on the Green!
7 A.M. on Easter Morning.
The meditation for the morning will be
shared by the Rev. Jesse Johnson of Media
Mennonite Church. The celebration will
also include the music of a brass quartet
to gloriously proclaim the miracle of the
Resurrection and the promise of our
Salvation. Bring a lawn chair for your comfort, if you wish, then join us in
Fellowship Hall for our Easter Breakfast.

Easter Worship at 8:15 A.M. and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary

DID YOU SAY EASTER BREAKFAST?
WHY, YES WE DID!
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SERVED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SUNRISE SERVICE…
FROM ABOUT 7:30 TO 10:30.
IT’S OFFERED TO THE CONGREGATION, OUR FRIENDS, FAMILY, COMMUNITY
MEMBERS…ALL WHO COME TO REJOICE!
SCRAMBLED EGGS! PANCAKES! DRIED BEEF GRAVY! BACON AND SAUSAGE!
CHEESY HASHBROWN CASSEROLE! TOAST! FRUIT! JUICE! COFFEE & TEA!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP OUT WITH THE EVENT, JUST OFFER THAT
MORNING…THERE’S ALWAYS PLENTY TO DO AND YOU CAN’T BEAT THE
COMPANY YOU’LL KEEP THIS DAY!
Holy Week Worship Services

Maundy Thursday

April 13

Communion Service 7:00 P.M.
Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of
Jesus Christ with the local and
world communities.

Good Friday

April 14

Candlelight Communion Service 7:00 P.M.
Joint Service at Shiloh P.C., Fifth Street, Oxford

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Easter-Tide
Easter is a Season! It lasts
seven weeks from the Day of
Christ’s Resurrection until the
Day of Pentecost. By the way,
this also parallels Christmastide (starts Christmas Day and ends with the Day
of Epiphany).
For fifty days, we get to celebrate Christ’s
resurrection and what that means for our own
lives. Each day we, too, are resurrected—given
new, transformed lives—to serve God faithfully
and joyfully.
Our Capital Campaign mirrors this resurrected
life. We are seeking to resurrect our heating
system and our sanctuary! I know, it sounds
corny and mundane, but I am convinced that it
will make a great difference to our ministries. We
have adopted the theme “Moving Forward in
Faith” as a reminder of the role that faith plays in
the progress of the church.
OPC has experienced resurrection and renewal
many times in its nearly 275 years of existence,
and it is exciting for me to be a part of this one. I
hope it is for you as well.
Look for more information and celebration in the
coming weeks. This effort will take all of us
working together to be successful. Let the “Tide”
of Easter wash over you and give you strength for
today and hope for tomorrow!
See you in church!
PEACE,

Pastor Kerry

On another note:
The Borough Council will open Octoraro Alley
once “The Ote” has completed their front porch
work. This is great news!
When it is opened, please be careful when using
the alley. I suggest only right turns or straight
through the light into the alley. THANKS.
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Praise God from whom all Blessings flow! Our
Capital Campaign is now “Moving Forward in
Faith”! Time will be allotted after each worship
service to answer any questions you may have
about the campaign. Priority #1 is replacing
the Heating/A.C. system and Priority #2 is
revitalizing our Sanctuary, including new
sound system, wheel chair accessibility, etc.,
as shown in the Vision Brochure mailed to all;
if you did not receive a Brochure, please
contact our Church Office. Our faithful
congregation will be receiving Prayer Event
emails weekly asking for support by praying,
“Lord, what do You want to do through me?” If
you would like to join the Leadership Team for
the Campaign, please see Pastor Kerry. Many
thanks to all!
Our Deacons will be serving another delicious
breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 16, from
7:30-10:30 A.M. in Fellowship Hall. Easter
Sunrise service is at 7:00 A.M. on the Green.
Worship services at 8:15 and 11:00 will be
held as usual, but no Sunday School on Easter
Sunday. Kids’ crafts will be provided during
the breakfast and the Youth Group will be
taking photos.
Our Presbyterian Women (includes ALL
females) are invited to join Union Presbyterian
Women for their annual Fellowship Dinner on
Thursday, April 27 at 6:30 P.M. Program will
be on the North Star Initiative, an organization
that fights Human Trafficking. Please call Sue
Shuler at 610-932-2293 or Charlotte Stoner at
717-529-2575 or Lorraine in our office to
reserve!
Session gave approval to Finance Committee
to change OPC’s banking institution from
BB&T (formerly National Penn) to Coatesville
Savings Bank. It will save OPC money. If you
are interested, online giving is an option for
your gifts and pledges to OPC. If you have any
questions, please ask Beth Keefer, Treasurer,
or Andy Orechovesky, Finance Chairman.
(Continued on page 12)
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Karen Olivieri

Jackie Caleb

David Fomunyam

Andy Orechovesky

Beth MacMillan

Geoffrey Henry

Rob Shaffer

Walt Osborne

Steve Hill

Ali Verbanas

Missy Sarver

Kay Skinner (2nd term)

Amanda Woolston

Ashley Whiteman

Brett Spotts

Lillie Spotts (Youth, 2nd Term)

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Sharon Brooks

Andy Arthur

John Day

Roy Caudill

Bruce Hastings

Sabina Fomunyam

Bob Hudler

Danielle Stapleton

Barbara Hill

Lara Orechovesky

Herman Wharton

Charlie Stoltzfus

Joanne Herr (Youth, 2nd Term)
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Friday, April 7 – Meet at church at
11:30 A.M. and walk to The Oxford Hotel
Sign up sheet in the office, or call the office.

Discourse
from the
Director
According to Webster’s dictionary, faith is
defined this way; 1. belief and trust in and
loyalty to God. 2. firm belief in something
for which there is no proof. I totally agree
with the first definition. But I am thankful
that the second definition does not apply to
our Christian faith, because the facts about
Jesus life, death and resurrection are well
documented not only in the Bible texts, but
also in the writings of historians during
Jesus life. There was a Jewish Priest and
Pharisee named Josephus who was also a
writer. His most ambitious work is called
The Antiquities, where he traced the Jewish
history from Abraham to his present day.1 In
this writing he mentions Jesus. In another
writing, Testimonium Flavianum, Josephus
devotes a large section to Jesus and the
events surrounding His life.2 Two other
historians, Pliny the Younger and Thallus,
who were of Romans, mention Jesus in their
writings.
So our faith is not a blind faith or a firm
belief in something for which there is no
proof. There is undisputable proof that
there was a man named Jesus, that he did
miracles, that he was crucified and that He
rose again from the dead. Our faith is firmly
rooted in historical facts! We do indeed
serve a risen Savior!

The Lamplighter
The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel, Zondervan,
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 1998
1, 2.
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Community Meal
April 23 – 5:30–7:00 P.M.
HOSTED BY SHILOH PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH AND THE DELTAS
It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.

Join us for fellowship and a good meal
5:30-7 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Thanks to all who have signed up to host.
We still have September and November left.

SHARING RESOURCES AND CHANGING LIVES.
HOW IS MY GIFT USED?
A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with
our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by
natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor
and oppressed. Offering will be received Easter Sunday.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Self Development of People

GIVE TO ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Hygiene Kits are being collected until April 9

th

. Thank you for your support

of Church World Service needs.

Coffee/tea/olive oil/chocolate will be on sale on April 2 at the 8:15 and 11:00
coffee hours. Help support Fair Trade from the Presbyterian Coffee Project.

Family Promise is Chester County's program to assist with homeless families and offer
them the resources to get back on their feet. The program runs year round and families are housed
in different support churches. OPC is teamed up with Sacred Heart for one week at the time.
March 26 - April 1 is our current week. We are very thankful that Gale Sauer has agreed to be the
OPC Volunteer Coordinator.
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OPC is excited to be sponsoring a team this year in the newly named Relay for Life
of Southern Chester County at Oxford. We are now about two and a half months
away from the start of this family friendly fundraising event that will start on June
16, 2017 at 5 P.M. and run through Noon on June 17 at the Oxford Area Football
Stadium (301 S. 5th Street, Oxford). The theme of this year’s event is “Relay Nation”
and OPC will be representing the State of Texas. (All ideas for site decorations and
activities are welcome!)
There are many opportunities to be involved with our team this year.


Sign up to walk as a team member, survivor, or caretaker.



Donate to our team or a participating team member.



Save any wayward coins to contribute to our loose change collection jar which will be
available after services starting in April.



Volunteer to help us at the event with set-up, tear-down, or running the silent auction.



Dedicate a Luminaria to remember loved ones lost to cancer or to honor those currently
battling the disease.

Additionally, over the month of April, it is our hope that many of you will participate in our prayer and
giving activity. A calendar will be provided at both worship services that will prompt you to pray and
donate as you celebrate those who have won their battle against cancer, support those still in the
battle, remember those no longer with us, and fight back against this disease that robs so many of so
much.
We are very excited to be a part of this event that truly embodies our hope for the
future. Make sure to mark your calendar and get your walking shoes ready.
For more information contact Barbara Boyle at 484-667-2022 or
bboyle57@gmail.com (or visit our event at www.relayforlife.org/paoxford)

Advocacy Training - April 21 - 24, 2017 – Washington, DC
“Confronting Chaos, Forging Community - Racism, Militarism, and Materialism”
April 21 is Compassion Peace and Justice Training Day at New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Washington DC.
After CP&J Day the ecumenical community will meet for a weekend of workshops. The weekend
culminates in a lobby day on Monday, April 24.
For more information and links to registration for both events contact Catherine Gordon at
catherine.gordon@pcusa.org.
The Outreach Committee will assist with registration and some expenses for travel.
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Women’s Retreat—June 15–17, 2017
Sponsored by PW of the Synod of
the Trinity
Here are four
opportunities to
gather together
and grow with
women locally,
regionally, and
nationally!
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“Created to Shine”
“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.” Matt 5:16 NRSV

Come feel the warmth of God’s love and wonder.
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Presbyterian Women Gathering

The women of Union Presbyterian Church invite the women of OPC to their
annual Fellowship Dinner on Thursday, April 27 at 6:30 P.M. The program will be on
the North Star Initiative. This is an organization that fights against Human Trafficking.
Reserve your place by April 17 by calling Sue Shuler at 610-932-2293 or Charlotte Stoner
at 717-529-2575. You can also let Lorraine in the office know. This is always a fun
evening. Come join us.

Donegal PW Spring Gathering
Saturday * May 6, 2017 9:30 A.M .
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
East Earl, PA
Hospitality – The Importance of making
visitors feel welcome
Did you know that a first-time visitor often decides in the first eight minutes whether or not to return?
We welcome Lynn Rising, who will challenge you to better hospitality in our congregations.
Rev. Jane DeFord will be our worship leader for the morning, which will conclude with communion and
installation of officers, followed by lunch.
We hope you can join us. Registration is needed by April 28, and the registration form is available in
the office. Let Lorraine know if you would like a ride.
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Unsung Heroes of OPC
Our hero this month is an avid gardener who grows delicious
leeks!! For many years, he served as Special Funds Treasurer,
and still serves on the Finance Committee. Often you can spot
him as the man behind the scenes, washing dishes and helping in the
kitchen. Several times a year, he is on duty in the sound booth during worship
or special events. When there is a clean up day, or painting to be done, he will be
there. In his earlier years, he was a math teacher and has volunteered as tutor for students
through the Oxford Education Foundation and the Family Literacy GED Prep program here at OPC.
He and his wife have been members here since the Fall of 1976. Thank you for all you do, Jim Abel.
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Nurturing
Ministry
OPC goes bowling! We all
had a great time with
family fun to spare.

Our youngest and most adorable
bowler. The apple of Charlie and
Connie Stoltzfus's eye,

Sharing Meals…Sharing Love!
When hardships or illnesses touch our lives, we all cherish kind notes, cards,
and prayers. However, sometimes a nice meal prepared and delivered to the
home lifts spirits and warms the soul as well. The Deacons are exploring
ways to share online needs, calendars, and names of folks willing to prepare
meals for those who would benefit from such a pick-me-up! In the
meantime, please share needs with Eryn who will relay messages to OPC
chefs. We are also stocking freezer meals that can be taken out and delivered
at a moment’s notice. If you would like to prepare such a meal, simply
package the food in freezer containers and label them with the name of the
dish, the ingredients, and the date of preparation. Feel free to include any
other information such as your name, a verse, or other wish.
It is certainly as much a blessing to give as to receive.
Volume 30, Issue 4
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Learning
Ministry

There will be NO
Sunday School
classes on Easter
Sunday.
Please join us for breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.
Breakfast will be served from 7:30 – 10:00 A.M.
There will be Easter crafts for the children.
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Plant
Sale!!
Benefits the Summer Mission’s Team
LOOK FOR US AT THE FIRST FRIDAY EVENT
APRIL 7
5-7 P.M.

This Fall we will need teachers and
helpers in our CE program. We need
two helpers in our Children’s classes
and one teacher for an adult class. If
you feel God’s leading you to be
involved in our CE program, please see
Steve D.

Page 10

LAMPLIGHTER

Important Apple Festival Updates
On March 5th, six people gathered for an open congregational
meeting to determine the beneficiary for the 2017 OPC Apple
Festival. After lengthy discussions, we came to a consensus
that the primary beneficiary this year will be the Oxford
Community Preschool, with 25% of the proceeds being
retained at OPC. If you would like to volunteer to help with this
year’s festival, forms are available in the office.
•
We are still seeking someone to take over the Food
Manager role. Please prayerfully consider this important duty.
If someone does not step forward in the near future, we will
need to consider other alternatives, including possibly giving
up this source of revenue to an outside group.
• “VIP” vendor registration is now open, which includes previous vendors and OPC members. Open
registration begins April 8th. If your group needs a vendor space, DO NOT ASSUME that we
know this. You must fill out a form and turn it in directly to Lorraine. Please do not wait to do this,
as our vendor spots fill very quickly and our spaces are limited.
•

Did you know that we have an online shop that offers Apple Festival gear all year ‘round? Check
it out at: http://opcapplefestival.qbstores.com/OC/SF7328 . This special link will save you 15% if you
shop before April 10th. Keep an eye on our festival website www.opcapplefestival.org for updates and
current shop coupons and specials. We will doing a group order in late July/early August, so if you’d
rather wait for that so you can get free shipping, go ahead and start your wish list now!
Questions, comments, concerns? E-mail help@opcapplefestival.org or stick a note in Neeley Spotts’s
mailbox.

CALLING ALL KNITTERS! Learn how
to knit Prayer Squares. We seem to
need more and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the Bride’s
Parlor.
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7 P.M.
OPC Library

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.

April 24, 2017,
we will read and discuss
Little Heathens by Mildred Armstrong Kalish

Volume 30, Issue 4

Page 11

RSVPbycallingtheOxfordAreaSeniorCenter
610-932-5244orEmail:oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

SOUPand
SANDWICHDAY
FRIDAY, April
21, 2017
10:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.

Oxford Senior
Center Fundraiser

PORTRAIT
PHOTOGRAPHY
with
BRITTANY REISLER
PHOTOGRAPHY
(COUPLES, 4 GENERATION, PETS, GRANDPARENTS WITH
GRANDCHILDREN)

Homemade Vegetable Beef Soup
Homemade Chicken Corn Soup
Chicken Salad Sandwiches
Tuna Salad Sandwiches
Ham Salad Sandwiches
Hot Dogs
Homemade Desserts
Coffee, Tea, sodas

All items priced at $2.00 or less

Eat in or Take-out
Treat your friends to a great, inexpensive
lunch
All Proceeds support our
programs and activities.

Thursday, April 6, 3–7 P.M.
Friday, April 7, 8 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Saturday, April 8, 8 A.M. – 2 P.M.
PHOTO SELECTION - Friday, April 14
FUN OR FORMAL, CREATIVITY WELCOMED!
GREAT FOR EASTER OR MOTHER’S DAY GIFTS
NO SITTING FEE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Sign up for your 15-minute Sessions by
calling 610-932-5244 or visiting the Oxford
Senior Center
12 East Locust St, Oxford
For more information 814 558 7063

(Session Notes—Continued from page 2)

Camp Donegal is partnering with Krislund
Camp and Conference Center to help keep
Camp Donegal in operation. They will offer
four camping weeks this summer for
overnight or day camp with transportation
provided. For information, please access
their website at www.campdonegal.org.
There will be a lunch/work day at the Camp
on Tuesday, April 25 at 11:30 A.M.
We do thank you, Heavenly Father, for your
many blessings to this church and its
faithful people. In Jesus’ precious name we
pray. Amen

http://www.brittanyreislerphotography.com
See Flyer on Community Bulletin Board
(first floor of OPC)
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The Lincoln University Concert Choir will be in
Concert on Sunday, April 9, at 11 A.M. and
3:00 P.M. at St. Christopher's Episcopal Church.
The new Episcopal bishop, Daniel G.P.
Gutierrez, will be present along with Dr. Richard
and Dr. Dorothy Green, the President and First
Lady of Lincoln University. A special program is
planned. You will get to see our newly
renovated church and experience the new
sound system that aids the hearing impaired. A
free will offering will be taken for the choir.
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Capital Campaign Update
How does it work?
With our two major projects involving replacing equipment, it might be useful
to know how our existing systems work. Here is a visual description of our
heating and air conditioning system today.

Cold Water

Hot Water

Cooling Tower

Boiler (nat. gas)
Conditioned Water
to 35 Room Units
with thermostats

(window console)

(ducted—
with overhead
vents)

The heating and cooling energy is transferred from the boiler or cooling tower to the room units by
water pipes found mostly in the ceiling spaces. The whole system is tied together and has a large
volume of water in it. This makes it difficult to respond to individual room demands economically. All
of the room units are getting to the age when maintenance work is frequent and expensive.
Similarly, the Sound System consists of two major components. The first is the console in the balcony
which contains the mixer board, power amplifiers, recording equipment, receivers for the wireless
microphones, and a transmitter for the hearing assist equipment. The second is the speaker “pod”
hanging over the chancel. The speaker sprays
the sound down onto the worshipers. This
arrangement is designed to minimize sound
reflections and make the sound clearer for
everyone. Unfortunately, it does not do that
very well. In particular, anyone sitting in front
of the 4th pew (including the choir and
chancel areas), or under the balcony, does not
get any of that sound. The choir and must rely
on additional monitors to hear anything at all.
The mixing board is capable of handling up to
16 sound inputs, but various parts of the
electronics are failing and some channels are
unusable. The hearing assist equipment is also
not very effective or reliable.

In the coming weeks we will be sending out a “detail brochure” for the
Capital Campaign that will describe the plans and new equipment that we
hope will remedy all of the concerns about our current systems.
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April Birthdays
1
2
2
3
4
5
6
6
10
11
12
12
14
15
16
16

Tanner Smith
Sherry Andrews
Mary Boohar
Jenna Hammond
John Lilley
Melissa Crawford
Ed Jefferis
William Woolston
Lauren Tyson
Karen Henry
Bill Stullken
Abigail Gehm
Mackenzie Smith
Julia Perry
Shelley Meadowcroft
Alex Johnson

17
17
18
18
18
18
18
19
19
21
21
22
22
22
22
22

Dotty Rhodes
Raymond Kodish
Andrew Kamp
Ryan Tackett
Brooke Cave
Kimberly Smith
Jelina Gatlin
Daren Verkamp
Mary Ann Harvey
Amin Turns
Suzanne Herr
Shirley Barker
Thomas Cave
Karen Williams
Erin Barlow
Cole Jennings

23
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
26
26
27
29
30
30
30

Joshua Chimchirian
Katie McFadien
Justin Williams
Greyson Cowan
Brady Lane
Matthew Barlow
Ryan Montgomery
Stefanie Watson
Evan Hartman
Mary Alice Hoffman
Mitch Perry
Grace Eagle
Kathy Elters
Carol Groff
Jim Nelles
Michael Watson

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
Financial Review – Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
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