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Fantastic Pasta Supper and
Lively Bingo Evening
Great Prizes for EVERYONE!!
Gift Cards, Toys, Fun Stuff!!!
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Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of
Jesus Christ with the local and
world communities.

Tickets Available at the Door Only
Dinner starts at 5:30 P.M.
Bingo at 6:30 P.M.
YOU

MUST

PURCHASE

A MEAL TO PLAY

BINGO

IS

BINGO!

FREE!

Proceeds Benefit Our Summer Mission Team’s
trip to Virginia Beach, VA

We need your help!!!
We are asking for your donations for prizes for Pasta
Bingo!!! Great items would be gift cards ($5 and $10
to Starbucks or anywhere, or ones you haven’t used!),
candy, unused gifts you don’t like, dollar store toys,
etc. Prizes should span ages 3-100!!!! Please bring
them to the church office by February 10.

SESSION NOTES
It’s
a
Capital Idea
At the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation, most of you
were introduced to the idea
of a capital campaign to fund
a few important needs with
our building and our ministries. The electronic
surveys and the “Statement of Opportunity” for
the campaign that were offered in the week prior
to the meeting gave a thumbnail description of
several possible projects that are being
considered.
Capital campaigns can be scary undertakings.
“Where is the money coming from? What if we
don’t raise enough? Will the annual budget
suffer? How much can I give?”
But capital campaigns are a opportunity to give
the congregation a kick start. Capital campaigns
address issues that just can’t be dealt with in an
annual budget cycle. Funds raised for capital
projects can re-invigorate mission and ministry
efforts, even in areas that do not benefit directly
from the projects.
And a capital campaign is a spiritual exercise.
“What? Spiritual? Money is the root of all evil. How
can a huge concentration on money be spiritual?”
Jesus said, “THE LOVE OF money is the root of all
evil.” We become comfortable with the money we
have and the ways we spend it. We want to keep
as much of it as possible. We LOVE our money. A
capital campaign forces us to think deeply and
pray about our resources and how we can use
them to respond to God’s blessings in new
ways—to pull us out of our comfort zones and
make us better disciples.
I invite you to consider carefully the information
that will be forthcoming, fleshing out the
campaign and the possibilities. What excites you
about these projects? How can you help?

See you in church!
PEACE,
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By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session
We held our Annual Corporation and
Congregation Meeting on Sunday, February 29,
2017. We thank the Deacons for providing the
delicious luncheon of sub sandwiches, chips
and drinks. Pastor Kerry has announced the
feasibility study for OPC to have a three-year
Capital Campaign to pay for much needed
repairs and improvements for our building,
such as new Heating and Air Conditioning
Systems and Sound System. Tom Norwood of
Horizons Stewardship (consultant working with
the Presbyterian Foundation) will advise us in
the campaign to be completed before Memorial
Day. Session will meet on February 5 for the
final decision.
We are always looking for new people to
VOLUNTEER at OPC. It may be serving on our
Ministry Committees: Worship, Finance,
Property, Outreach, Administration & Personnel,
Learning (Christian Ed), Stewardship,
Membership Development, and Presbyterian
Women. It may also be just stepping in for
special events and activities. Whatever your
passion for service, check in at the Office if you
are interested. Thanks!
Presbyterian Women are in need of food
handlers in the kitchen. PW will pay the fees. If
you are interested in taking a food handlers
course, please see Kay Skinner or Lorraine
Holton. VOLUNTEERS are always needed at their
various functions. We need COMMUNITY MEAL
sponsors, which can be a Sunday School class,
Bible Study group, Ministry Committee, etc.
Please let Bev Hartgrove, Jackie Caleb (Outreach
Ministry) or the Office know if you are
interested.
Just a reminder….our new OPC website is up
and running. Check it out…lots of information.
We thank God for His many Blessings to our
congregation so we can continue “sharing the
unconditional love of Jesus Christ with the local
and world communities”!

Pastor Kerry
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Capital Campaign
This is the first in a series of information articles
about the projects slated for the capital campaign. Please note one thing: We are planning to
spend the money we raise, not borrow to finance
these projects. Because the campaign is for three
years and contributions can come in late, the
projects will be designed to be staged as funds
are available.
The Session has been considering the campaign
and possible priorities for over a year and has
undertaken in-depth development of the top two
priorities (heating system and sanctuary sound).
The funds we are able to raise will be applied to
these priorities first.
We are still gathering bids for the heating system
and the projected cost of $550,000 looks pretty
solid. One note from the comments in the survey:
the reduced operating costs of a more efficient
system WILL NOT, alone, offset the high cost of
new equipment, but when very high break-down
costs of the existing equipment are considered,
the investment is sound.
Speaking of sound, the Sanctuary Sound project
is in response to continuing complaints about
not being able to hear, either the regular worship
service or special events like the Christmas Pageant. Here again, old equipment will be removed
and new amplifiers and speakers, fine-tuned to
the conditions in our sanctuary, will be added. As
we get deeper into this, we may be adding more
elements into the project like new carpet, cutting
pews back to more readily accommodate wheelchairs, and possibly adding visual display and
video recording capabilities as well as better
lighting for the chancel. The goal is to make our
worship experience more engaging and uplifting.
Look for more information throughout the Winter
and Spring.
To find the “Statement of Opportunity” about the
campaign, go to the OPC website and find the
ANNOUNCEMENTS page under “CONNECT” on the
home page.
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Discourse
from the
Director
Steve Doutrich

One of my education philosophies that I
stress to our Sunday School teachers is that
we teach students, not the curriculum. This
philosophy was reinforced to me while
riding a train from New York City to
Lancaster. I sat in the Café car (not because I
was hungry, but because it was a full train).
A gentleman asked if he could join me at
the table, and I invited him to have a seat.
Naturally, we started a conversation. It was
small talk at first, but then we started to
probe about careers. He was a professor at
Fordham University in NYC and was heading
to Philadelphia to speak at a conference. I
no longer remember what subject he taught,
but when I asked him, he told me he taught
students. I dove into his answer to explore
his education philosophy. He said that if you
are teaching a subject, the most important
task is to cover as much of the topic as
possible. You try to disseminate as much
information as possible to cover the whole
topic. He told me, you are not teaching, you
are a giver of information.
When you teach students, you take time for
their questions, you ask them questions to
make sure they understand. You present the
information in various ways to allow
students of different learning styles to
comprehend the topic. There may even be
times when a student has a question that’s
not related to the lesson, but this question
is burning within their heart and they want
to find an answer. A teacher of students
understands that this is a teachable moment
to grasp and helps the student learn the
answer to their question. And that’s what
we want to see happen!

e
S te v
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Community Meal
February 26– 5:30–7:00 P.M.
It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.
Come and fellowship with your
neighbors.

HOSTS NEEDED TO SIGN UP TO HOST COMMUNITY MEAL.
Help us fill our 2017 calendar that is posted by the church
office. Community meals are the 4th Sunday of each month
5:30-7:00pm. Needed are families, groups, committees,
Sunday School classes, etc. to sign up to host. All the help
you need is available. Call Teresa Verkamp with questions.
WE NEED A FEBRUARY 26 HOST NOW. Also May through
December are OPEN.

JOIN US on February 4, 11:00 - 2:00 P.M. at Penns Grove
Middle School, 536 Hodgson Street, Oxford, PA. Enjoy a
simple meal of soup and bread for a donation. This
event is a special partnership between Neighborhood
Services Center and the Oxford Arts Alliance.

FUNDS DISTRIBUTED. OPC will once again be a sponsor of Relay for Life with a $500 donation.
Southern Chester County EMS will receive a $100 donation. Thanks to the generosity of
congregation giving.

OPC will be a participating team in the Relay for Life of Southern Chester County
at Oxford. The new name of this event was created to reflect the fact that our
event embraces and includes not only Oxford, but also the surrounding area.
Relay for Life is an organized, overnight fundraising walk where team members
take turns walking around a track. Many teams even camp out at the track for
the night. It is a family-friendly event filled with fun, food, games, music, and
entertainment.
The Relay will start on June 16, 2017 at 5 P.M. and run through Noon on June 17 at the Oxford Area
Football Stadium (301 S. 5th Street, Oxford). This is an opportunity for OPC to not only support our
community but to celebrate those who have won their battle against cancer, support those still in
the battle, remember those no longer with us, and fight back against this disease that robs so many
of so much.
We are very excited to be a part of this event that truly embodies our hope for
the future. Make sure to mark you calendar, be looking for upcoming
information on the many ways to get involved, and get your walking shoes
ready!
For more information contact Barbara Boyle at 484-667-2022 or bboyle57@gmail.com
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Did you know:
College-aged women are 4 times more likely to be assaulted.
One in 5 women are survivors of rape.
One in 3 women experience domestic violence
70% of sexual assaults occur before the age of 17.
A violent crime occurs every 26 seconds.
Did you know there’s a non-combative option for self-defense?
Invite your family, neighbors and friends to learn how women of all ages and
conditions can help protect themselves when danger strikes. Don’t become another
statistic.
Friday, February 17, 2017 at 6:30 P.M.
Nottingham Presbyterian Church
497 W. Christine Road
Nottingham, PA 19362
No reservations required. Refreshments will be served.

The OEF might be just what you’re looking for! Since 1994, the OEF has
been supporting the Oxford public schools by providing volunteers,
mentors, and tutors and awarding funding for Professional Grants. These
grants have been used to bring special programs into the schools or to
purchase equipment not currently funded by the School District budget.
Last year’s grants totaled over $16,000. Two years ago, the OPC Apple
Festival graciously donated $6,000 to the OEF, for which the organization
was most grateful. The 76 OEF volunteers donated over 2,000 hours of
their time last year.
Over the last 22 years, there have been many Oxford Presbyterian Church members who have
been active in this organization. Jim McLeod and Dick Winchester were two of the founding
members of the OEF. Jim went on to serve many years as President, and Dick still leads the annual
OEF Board of Directors Retreat. Both have been named Emeritus Members of the OEF. Jim Sumner,
Ed Jefferis, and Woody Hartgrove have been Tutors. Woody still tutors several students and along
with Etha McDowell and Judi Jefferis, is currently serving on the Board. Both Kay Skinner and Karen
Olivieri have filled the role of Volunteer Coordinator. John and Nancy Thompson were recognized for
their many years as Mentors, and last year Ali Verbanas was named the Randy Sebastian Volunteer
Person of the year! Undoubtedly there have been many other OPC volunteers over the years.
If you are interested in helping to enhance the quality of education in our schools, please consider
joining the OEF; Annual Membership is $5. An Endowment Fund has recently been established to
continue the legacy of the Oxford Educational Foundation, and tax-deductible gifts of any size will
be appreciated. If you think you would like to become an OEF volunteer, please contact our
Executive Director Dr. Ray Fischer at 610-932-7200. If you have any questions or want additional
information, please see Woody Hartgrove or Judi Jefferis.
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Men
In
Service

What Makes a Man a MISTer?
OPC is home to a unique service team known as the MISTers. They are the
men of the MIST; the men of the Men In Service Team. The MIST has few
membership requirements…simply being a male over the age of 18 who
attends or is a member of the Oxford Presbyterian Church. Joining is as easy
as notifying one of the team leaders, Roy Caudill or Bob Hudler, about being
added to the roster. By submitting an email address and/or a phone number,
you would be informed of all opportunities or projects of the MIST.

Here’s what you would be getting yourself into by “signing up”. The blessings of service, friendship,
and fellowship! You see, the men of the MIST take on small chores or tasks that have become a
challenge to any of our church members or attendees. We might help fix a leaky faucet; replace a
broken window pane, clean up a yard, paint a shed, spread mulch, trim trees, install a mailbox,
maintain a water softening system, or just move that which has become immoveable. We are also the
go-to team for church activities that require many hands and a little muscle too! We help deliver, set
up, take down, and store all the hardware necessary for an incredible Apple Festival in the Memorial
Park. We power wash the OPC kitchen and its work tables. We have teamed with other area church
men to refurbish our church property now known as Oaks Mission House #2. We also help maintain
and beautify the Green for the community as well as the church.
And, you know there are reciprocal blessings in service and sharing the love of Jesus Christ. Those we
serve or help with difficulties are made aware of the love and compassion that flows through this
congregation, and they are generous with their gratitude. And, those men who serve and provide that
aid always leave their job sites with a heart warmed by satisfaction, comfort, and a peace that is
difficult to describe. It must be felt to be understood. Funny how that happens when we do what our
Savior has commanded!
Rest assured that there is plenty of good fun, stories, laughter, and brotherly compassion shared on
every mission or project. We are not a staid and somber bunch! We watch out for one another, as well!
The MISTers have held prayer breakfasts and other get-togethers, often before heading off to a work
site. Additional exciting opportunities for sharing and building friendships are being planned for
2017; suggestions and ideas are always welcomed.
One of the great understandings known by all men of the MIST is that we are a “no guilt” organization.
No special skill, talent, or expertise is needed. No one is ever expected to participate in every effort.
No one takes attendance or turns in reports. We have MISTers with all the obligations and time
restraints that accompany a young family and some who have age and physical limitations that
prevent heavy duty participation. None of that matters! What does matter is that we are together
whenever we are able, to do good things for others and to enjoy and build friendships in a Christdriven church home.
Something tells me that we should anticipate a few new MISTers to enroll now, so here’s your contact
information:
Roy Caudill – roycaudill60@yahoo.com or 610-932-3373
Bob Hudler – bobuscga@aol.com or 610-470-3734
It’s just that easy to become a MISTer and our roster is always open for more than a few good men!
Spring always brings more requests for assistance that help jolt us from the winter doldrums. We
recognize that our strength isn’t in numbers, but numbers certainly make us stronger! You will be
warmly welcomed to this brotherhood.
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Women’s Retreat—June 15–17, 2017
Sponsored by
PW of the Synod of the Trinity

“Created to Shine”
“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in Heaven.” Matt 5:16 NRSV

Come feel the warmth of God’s love and wonder.
“Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory!” Remember the song, “Arky, Arky?” As women who seek to shine for
God among our fellow humans, we all need spiritual refueling for time to time. Why not gather with like-minded women
to be uplifted and inspired through worship, fellowship, and varied learning opportunities at the Gathering? Bring a
friend, or two, the more the merrier!
The cost for the Gathering is $175/person. This includes two breakfasts (Friday and Saturday), one lunch buffet (Friday), and
two dinners (Thursday, served and Friday, buffet). Accommodations are extra and hotel reservations may be made at the
Marriott Courtyard Altoona. The hotel is adjacent to the convention center and is connected by a convenient enclosed
walkway. Parking is free for Marriott guests and the Blair County Convention Center parking lot and garage are also
free to Gathering participants. The Blair County Convention Center is located at 2 Convention Center Drive, Altoona,
PA 16602.
Registration begins at 11:00 AM in the Main Lobby of Blair County Convention Center. We will begin our Gathering
Thursday at 2:00 PM with worship and will conclude Saturday at noon following our closing worship service with Holy
Communion.
We are excited that our mission focus for the Gathering will be Family Services, Inc. - a comprehensive Blair County
Organization that serves victims of domestic violence, at risk youth, and the homeless. Please bring gift cards in the amount of
$10 each from
any of the following sources: Walmart, Weis Markets, Martin’s, and
Target. Family Services, Inc. will be the beneficiary of the gift cards to be
n
dedicated during Friday’s worship service.
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For questions about the registration process, please contact the Registrar at:
dickorholly@gotmc.net (preferred) or call 814-345-6667.
The Synod planning team is looking forward to sharing this outstanding event with you.
Wishing you Christ’s peace,

LAMPLIGHTER

A faith-building, church-changing spirit-filled weekend!
Come and bring a friend!
We’d invite ALL women of Oxford Presbyterian Church and their female friends to attend our 2017
OPC Women’s Retreat. We will be returning to the beautiful surroundings of Sandy Cove, situated on
the Chesapeake Bay in North East, Maryland. We’re taking everything we learned last year and pouring
it into making this year even better.
Look forward to a weekend filled with relaxation, fun, and most importantly, time spent in God’s
presence. Experience His handiwork as acquaintances become friends, and we move towards a deeper
understanding of one another, and of
our relationship with God.
Activities are conducted in a casual,
pressure-free environment. ALL
sessions and activities are optional.
This is YOUR retreat, and you should
feel free to participate as much or as
little as you feel led to do so. We
recognize that it is sometimes in the
peace and solitude of nature that we
find our closest commune with God,
and it is our greatest wish that you
leave this weekend feeling refreshed
and refilled.
Confidential financial aid is available to
assist with all or part of your
participation. See registration form for
complete details.

Reg
ist
For ratio
Ava ms Ar n
ila
e
b
le
the
Chu in
rch
Volume 30, Issue 2

Page 9

Nurturing
Ministry
The Deacons Are Giving You a
Heads Up!
They are planning an OPC Family Bowling
Night at Timber Lanes.
Hopefully you can find some spare time in
March to join in the fun.
As soon as the Deacons pin down a date, they
will strike out to notify you about a fun activity
that’s right down everyone’s alley!

Keep your ears and eyes open for
that upcoming March date.
The next NOMADS dinner is Saturday, March 11, 2017.
NOMADS is a dinner group that usually meets quarterly
in church members’ homes. The host provides the main
dish and the guests provide side dishes. Come join us
for an evening of fellowship! It is a great way to meet
members of the church. There is a sign-up sheet in the
church office. The final date to sign up is March 5.

NOMADS

Unsung Heroes of OPC
Whenever the wonderful OPC kitchen crew is working
their magic, you can be sure that this lady is there in the
thick of it. She serves tirelessly on the Presbyterian Women
Coordinating Team, helping make possible funeral lunches, Lenten
luncheons, catered meals for weddings, and special dinners like the
Friends of the Serpentine Barrens and Canine Partners for Life. She has
coordinated the Memory Garden’s Pig Roast and the New Year’s Day Pork and
Sauerkraut Dinner which helps to replenish the OPC General Fund. With her dry wit and easy
going ways, she is a joyful coworker. Thank you, Sally Tipton.
Page 10
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ski,
snowboarding,
Where: Ski Roundtop
When: February 17th
Cost: Ski/Snowboarding - $60
Snow Tubing - $20
CONTACT STEVE D TO SIGN UP!!!

Great Prizes for EVERYONE!!
Gi Cards, Toys, Fun Stuﬀ!!!
$8

Children 4‐12 $4
Under 4

3D
Conference

on
Sunday
Feb. 12 in
both
Worship
Services!
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FantasƟc Pasta Supper and
Lively Bingo Evening

Adults

Students
sharing
about the
Faith in

Free

Take‐out Available
Tickets Available
at the Door Only
Dinner starts at 5:30 . .
Bingo at 6:30 . .
You must Purchase a meal to
play BINGO! BINGO is FREE!
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Ministry
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Ron and I want to thank everyone
for extending so much love and
support as we grieve my Mother's
death. No words could ever express
our appreciation for the kindness,
love, and support you have shown
us during this difficult time. It has
been a comforting blessing to us
and we are grateful for such loving
and caring members of OPC. Thank
you for keeping us in your
thoughts and prayers.
In Christ's Love, Sharon Brooks
To the wonderful members of OPC – thank you
for your prayers, concern, and love during these
past few years of Ron’s illness. You gave us
continuing comfort and strength.
And thank you to the Women of OPC for the
delicious luncheon you provided after Ron’s
memorial service. It was a perfect venue to
spent time with family and friends – and they
were so complimentary on your efforts.

Barb Ritter

CALLING ALL KNITTERS! Learn how
to knit Prayer Squares. We seem to
need more and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the Bride’s
Parlor.
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The Group
Book

7 P.M.
OPC
LIBRARY

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.

February 27, 2017,
we will read and discuss
Orphan Train, Christina Baker Kline .
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MEDICARE 101–LEARN ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS
The VOLUNTEERS of the State Health Insurance Program of Chester
County APPRISE Cordially Invite you to attend
A FREE UPDATE SESSION for Chester County Residents
7:00 P.M. – Wednesday, February 15, 2017
LOCATION: Oxford Area Senior Center, 12 East Locust Street
APPRISE is Pennsylvania’s volunteer statewide program of free
insurance consultation conducted under the auspices of the
Chester County Department of Aging

RSVP by calling the Oxford
Area Senior Center
610-932-5244 or Email:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net
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February Birthdays
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
6
7
7
7

Carley Stoltzfus
Roy Caudill
Kirsten McAllister Norris
Janet Hudler
Bob Hudler
Ryan Hudler
Brooke Stoltzfus
Liz Abel
Kimberly Carter
Reese Hudler
Beth Baity
Joe Dalton
Karen Hopkins
David Arthur
Cindy Hager
Doris Groseclose

8
9
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
12
14
14
15
16
16

Whitney Bradford
Richard DeBacco
Ethel Backenstose
Karen Dickinson
Phillip Hostetter
Logan Quigley
Jean McCauley
John Day
Sara Tierney
Gwendalyn Farmer
Chuck Sersun
Edie Flessner
Brenda Sherman
Jamie Sarver
Garrett Farmer
Rachel Lauletta

18
18
18
19
20
20
21
23
24
24
26
27
27
27
28

Bryan Van Kleeck
John Abel
Patty Ewing
Kaitlyn Somers
Lillie Spotts
Dorothea Murray
Colten Whiteman
Jonathon Love
Lily Stapleton
Don MacMillan
Mackenzie Staller
Emma Gingerich
Judi Jefferis
Dale Pennell
Elsie Ringler

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
December 2016 Financial Review – Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
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Our Session
The Lamplighter

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Karen Olivieri

Jackie Caleb

David Fomunyam

Andy Orechovesky

Beth MacMillan

Geoffrey Henry

Rob Shaffer

Walt Osborne

Steve Hill

Ali Verbanas

Missy Sarver

Kay Skinner (2nd term)

Amanda Woolston

Ashley Whiteman

Brett Spotts

Volume 30, Issue 2
6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363
OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax:
610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com

Lillie Spotts (Youth, 2nd Term)

Visit Us on Facebook

Our Deacons

Our Web Page:

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Sharon Brooks

Andy Arthur

John Day

Roy Caudill

Bruce Hastings

Sabina Fomunyam

Bob Hudler

Danielle Stapleton

Barbara Hill

Herman Wharton

Charlie Stoltzfus

Lara Orechovesky
Joanne Herr (Youth,

2nd

Term

Oxford, PA 19363
6 Pine Street
Oxford Presbyterian Church

Return Service Requested

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

