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‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 

O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

The OPC Annual Congrega on 
Mee ng 

 

January 29, 2017, at NOON  
(lunch provided).  

Come and celebrate the ministries God has given to OPC! 
Support and encourage your brothers and sisters in faith. 

ATTENTION MINISTRY CHAIRS! 

Please submit your annual report to Lorraine by January 12!  

Happy New Year 
May he give you the desire of your heart and make 

all your plans succeed. Psalm 20:4 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Day 

A Community-wide Interfaith Celebration 

The 15th Year Anniversary 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 

6:30 P.M. 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 
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Thank you, Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you all 
for your outpouring of 
compassion and support for 
our family on the death of 
my daughter, Ellie. 

Ellie was a gentle, loving, 
generous spirit who dealt 
graciously with a number of 
health issues over her short 
life. They finally caught up 
with her. Her passing was a 
great shock to our family 
and it will take some time 
for healing. 

 

 

 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in Thee, 
For all are Thine. 

Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

See you in church! 

 PEACE, Pastor Kerry 

SESSION NOTES 
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session 

The Session sincerely THANKS our Elders Andrew 
Atkinson, Dave Keefer, Ediene Ringler and Janet 
Hudler for serving on Session. We sincerely THANK 
our Deacons Teressa Verkamp, Laura King and Tom 
Zundel for their service. We are happy and honored 
to WELCOME our newest Session and Deacon Board 
members: 

SESSION Class of 2019 (three-year term):  
Kay Skinner, Steve Hill, David Fomunyam, 
Geoffrey Henry, Brett Spotts 

SESSION Class of 2018 (two-year term-filling an 
unexpired term): Jackie Caleb 

SESSION Class of 2017 YOUTH Rep (one-year term): 
Lillie Spotts (returning for a second year) 

DEACONS’ Class of 2019 (three-year term): 
Barbara Hill, Sabina Fomunyam, Charlie Stoltzfus, 
John Day. 

DEACONS’ Class of 2017 (one-year filling an 
unexpired term): Sharon Brooks 

DEACONS’ Class of 2017 YOUTH Rep (one-year 
term): Joanne Herr (returning for a second year). 

They will be Ordained/Installed on Sunday, 
January 8, 2017 at both services. 

Many thanks to Teressa Verkamp for her talents in 
leading the Deacons! Lara Orechovesky will be the 
new Deacons’ Moderator. 

When each new year rolls around, we have a Per 
Capita to pay for each member. There is a blue 
envelope included in your Offering Envelopes for this 
purpose. Our Outreach Ministry pays OPC’s total Per 
Capita from their budget based on how many 
members we have. Per Capita for 2017 is $35.53 
each, which is paid to Donegal Presbytery and 
dispersed: $25.73 to Presbytery, $2.30 to Synod and 
$7.50 to General Assembly. Any member may pay 
this Per Capita to help defray Outreach expenses. 
Thank you. 

OPC’s Budget for 2017 has been approved by 
Session. We thank each Committee for thoughtful 
preparation of their portion. We thank God for His 
bounty! 

We now have a new OPC website with MANY thanks 
to Lara Orechovesky and the IT Committee AND 
Neeley Spotts for completing this conversion. Check 
it out! See Lara or Neeley or the Church Office if you 
have questions. We are in the process of having a 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Discourse 
from the 
Director 

Steve Doutrich  

Pork and Sauerkraut Fundraiser 
Dinner – January 1, 2017. We will 
again offer dinner on New Year’s 
Day from 12 NOON – 4 P.M. or until 
sold out. Tickets are available in 
the church office.  

Guest Columnist Lillie Spotts 

In January, a team of nine students and 
three adults from OPC will be traveling to 
Orlando, Florida, for a program called “Faith 
in 3D.” This is a two-day conference that 
allows Christians of many different 
backgrounds to come together and to 
worship Jesus Christ while building a strong, 
faithful community. While on this trip, our 
team will be able to stay at Disney’s 
Coronado Springs Resort as it attends 
various worship services. One day will be 
spent at a service in Disney’s Epcot center, 
and another will be spent as a free day in 
Magic Kingdom. This conference is a 
wonderful opportunity for the youth of OPC 
to learn about Christianity and how it 
impacts people around the world by 
meeting and interacting with Christians 
from various places.  

The team would like to offer its gratitude to 
the congregation for its continued support 
and love. Without the people of OPC, this 
experience would not be possible. Thank 
you.  

We need transportation to Philadelphia 
Airport on Friday, January 13 (in the 
morning) and from Philadelphia airport on 
Monday, January 16 (in the afternoon). If you 
can help out, please let Steve D. know. 

Poem for Steve, By Joanne  
When times get rough, 
Don’t turn away. 
God will guide you, 
Through the day. 

I know it’s hard, 
And painful too. 
But the Lord is there, 
to shelter you, 

He had heard your cry, 
And anxious plea. 
God will come, 
And set you free. 

So whenever you 
Are feeling down today. 
Know your Father’s love,  
Is only a prayer away. 

computer available for church members to use the 
internet and printer access. 

We pray for safe travels for our Revolution Youth and 
chaperones for their January 13-16, 2017 trip to 
Orlando, Florida, for their “Faith in 3D” Conference. 
Plans are already underway for Vacation Bible School. 

As we all continue to serve our Lord and Savior, let us 
continue to thank Him for His many Blessings! 

(Session Notes, Continued from page 2) 



Page 4 LAMPLIGHTER 

Community Meal  
January 22– 5:30–7:00 P.M.  

It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE. 
Come and fellowship with your 

neighbors. 

Men making 136 boxes 

Free hats were selected by parent with children. 
Hats made by Herman Wharton's Mother, Mary. 

2016 Christmas 
Food Box Frenzy 

Ten Thousand Villages Gift Shop made $7,231, our 
most successful year yet. We sold $4,365.45 of Ten 
Thousand Villages merchandise, $1,500.20 of Equal 
Exchange, $682 of Women of the Cloud Forest, $292 
of Pal Craftaid, $150.00 Threads of Hope, $98.30 of 
Eighth Wonder Rice, $80 Alternative Gift 
International, $79 Iris Dowling Books, and $64 
Thailand items. Special thanks to those who set up 
and took down the shop, ones who helped sell, 
especially Carolyn Gandin, Vivian Brown, Lisa 
Claypoole, Jackie Caleb, Iris Dowling, Alberta Gehron, 
Eleanor Inforzato, Ediene Ringler, Becky Zundel and 
Bev and Woody Hartgrove. 

The Sock/Underwear Tree was packed with items to 
take to Neighborhood Services Center. We donated 
five large bags of socks/underwear and five large 
bags of clothes and toys. The OPC Preschool teamed 
up with us once again and were very generous. 

The Christmas Food Box Ministry was supported by the 
schools, Cub Scouts, Bethany Christian School, Herr's, Pat's 
Pizza, and Redner's, all who contributed canned goods and 
support for our project. 136 boxes were distributed to the 
needy in our area. The Congregation and community 
contributed cash and food items, along with helping us 
sort cans, make up boxes and distribute them. We were 
very fortunate to have such generous support. Chester 
County Food Bank gave OPC free turkeys, small hams, and 
some side items for the boxes also. We thank the 
committee who made all this happen once again, 
especially Ila Barlow and Bev Hartgrove with the help of 
Carla Brown at Neighborhood Services Center. The 
Saturday weather hampered us on Saturday, but 
enthusiasm of our core group made up for it. Special 
thanks also to Herman Wharton’s Mother, Mary, who 
knitted 150 hats to add to our Food Boxes. Everyone loved 
them. 

THANK YOU to Becky Zundel, our outgoing Outreach Chairwoman. She has served as Outreach chair 
for quite a few years. She has also assumed the NOMAD's duties and OPC.s Family Promise 
Coordinator. She has kept us straight and we appreciate it. 



Volume 30, Issue 1 Page 5 

Sorting cans 

Young and old helped 

Kay Atkinson adding eggs & butter to boxes  50 people helped Fill boxes on Friday night 

Very icy & slick day to get boxes & turkeys 
to the car  

Tony, our Spanish Interpreter, & Ila 

Great helpers 

Bethany Christian School 7th grade class 
helping distribute cans 



Page 6 LAMPLIGHTER 

Seasons of Life 
A Gathering of Widows is a ministry to all 
widows, not only for members of OPC, but 
includes widows from surrounding areas of 
Chester and Lancaster counties. 

We meet seasonally because the changes from 
one season to the next is often difficult for 
those who have lost a loved one, and because 
it is a reminder of “Life’s Seasons” we all 
experience. 

Those widowed for many years are a source of 
encouragement, hope, and strength to the 
newly widowed. All of us experience a sense of 
sisterhood at our Gatherings. We enjoy great 
conversation, laughter, tears, comfort…as we 
share a cup of tea. 

Look for our next Widows Gathering on 
February 5, 2017. 

Autumn Gathering graciously served by Ediene 
Ringler and Roberta Gehron using the OPC silver tea 
service. 

The West Grove Presbyterian Church invites 
single people of all ages (college through 
retirees) to our new “SOLOS” group. Married 
individuals who are alone (spouses traveling for 
work, or working late shifts, etc.) are also 
welcome. 

The group’s mission is to provide an opportunity 
to meet people in our community to enjoy 
sharing interests and activities – fellowship 
undergirded by the Christian faith. (This is 
intended as an opportunity for fellowship and 
building friendships. It is not intended to be a 
matchmaking group.) 

First meeting – January 12, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. 

Please RSVP by calling the number or sending an 
email to the number or address listed below so 

we know how many to expect. The group will 
meet twice a month – the first meeting each 
month will be “get to know you” meetings and 
the second meeting will be for social outings/
activities. 

West Grove Presbyterian Church 
Fellowship Hall 
139 W. Evergreen Street 
West Grove, PA 19390 
610-869-9458 
Email: Wgpres139@yahoo.com 
Website: www.westgrovepres.org  
 
Though one may be overpowered, two can 
defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not 
quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:12 

“SOLOS” - Singles & Others Loving Opportunities to Socialize 
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Camp Donegal 
and Amy Wade 

With joy in the blessings of faithful ministry, 
and looking forward to the new things God is 
doing, we have some changes coming at Camp 
Donegal.  

At the November 15th Presbytery Gathering, the 
presbytery approved a plan for a new future 
with Camp Donegal and elected a Camp Interim 
Management Team. We are writing to let you 
know of two major developments.  

We recognize that we cannot continue to 
operate Camp Donegal by ourselves as Donegal 
Presbytery. Beginning in 2017, we are pleased 
to announce that Camp Donegal and Krislund 
Camp and Conference Center have entered a 
partnership for shared summer camp ministry. 
Krislund will provide the staff and program for a 
four-week summer camp season. This will 
include a new focus on day camp with pick up 
and drop off for families looking for quality 
summer day care. We will be sending out much 
more information on this new adventure in the 
near future. 

Due to these changes and financial realities, the 
Administration Committee has eliminated the 
position of Camp Director. A part-time site 
coordinator will be selected in 2017. 

The purpose of this letter is to celebrate the 
ministry of Ruling Elder Amy Wade, who has 
been the Camp Director for 20 years. Amy has 
served with grace, determination, creativity and 
absolute commitment to the ministry of Camp 
Donegal. She is a living example of the 
ordination vow to serve with "energy, 
intelligence, imagination and love."  

On January 8th, there will be an Open House 
Celebration from 2pm - 5pm at the camp, 303 E 
Telegraph Rd, Airville, PA 17302. You are 
invited to come and greet Amy and her family, 
and to enjoy fellowship and refreshments with 
all those connected to the camp in the present 
and the past.  

In order to show your appreciation for Amy and 
her ministry, the Camp Interim Management 

Team invites your cards and letters. You are 
welcome to bring them on the day of the 
reception, or to send them to Kristen York 
Gerling, Chair of the Administration Committee 
and the Interim Team at 44 Longview Rd, 
Coatesville, PA 19320 for inclusion in a 
scrapbook. Email greetings for Amy may be sent 
to Kris's e-mail, kristen.gerling@gmail.com, for 
inclusion in the scrapbook as well.  

We are inviting your contribution to a love 
offering for the Wade Family, which may be sent 
to Kris Gerling, or included in your card the day 
of the gathering. 

Please share your 
happiest memories of 
the camp! 

This is the history 
Amy provided for us 
of her ministry, and 
we share it with you: 

I was introduced to Camp Donegal in the mid 
1970s. For four summers I spent a week at 
Camp Donegal as a camper. In 1980, I went 
back for a week as a counselor. I was there for 
three summers as the cook during my college 
years, and returned in 1994 as a mission trip 
leader for a group of senior high youth to 
Ghana, West Africa. In 1995, while laid off from 
a job in commercial printing, I returned as the 
camp cook for the summer. In 1996, I was hired 
as the camp director, a position I have held ever 
since, which means that I have participated in 
31 of the camp's 58 summers. It would be an 
accurate statement to 
say that I love and value 
the ministry of Camp 
Donegal. It is at Camp 
Donegal that I have 
nurtured and developed 
my identity in and 
relationship with Christ, 
and through Christ have 
developed relationships 
with others. 

 

 
(Continued on page 12) 
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A faith-building, church-changing spirit-filled weekend!  
Come and bring a friend! 

We'd invite ALL women of Oxford Presbyterian Church and their female friends to attend our 2017 
OPC Women's Retreat. We will be returning to the beautiful surroundings of Sandy Cove, situated on 
the Chesapeake Bay in North East, Maryland. We're taking everything we learned last year and pouring 
it into making this year even better. 

Look forward to a weekend filled with relaxation, fun, and most importantly, time spent in God’s 
presence. Experience His handiwork as acquaintances become friends, and we move towards a deeper 
understanding of one another, and of our relationship with God. 

Activities are conducted in a casual, pressure-free environment. ALL sessions and activities are 
optional. This is YOUR retreat, and you should feel free to participate as much or as little as you feel 
led to do so. We recognize that it is sometimes in the peace and solitude of nature that we find our 
closest commune with God, and it is our greatest wish that you leave this weekend feeling refreshed 
and refilled. 

The registration form is on the next page. Save $$$ This year we are offering an Early Bird Discount 
for those who register and pay in full by December 10! Confidential financial aid is available to assist 
with all or part of your participation. See registration form for complete details. 

Members of the OPC Apple Festival 
committee recently presented a check 
for $8,000 to Dr. Raymond Fischer, 
president of the Oxford Rotary 
Foundation, to assist with a major 
initiative to raise funds to install an 
inclusive playground in Oxford 
Memorial Park. The Festival committee 
was thrilled to also provide $2,000 to 
the OPC Revolution youth to help send 
them to the 2017 Faith in 3D 
conference in Orlando, Florida. 
Thanks again to all who helped with 
this year’s Apple Festival and made it 
such a huge success! Visit http://
www.downtownoxfordpa.org/inclusive
-playground/ for more information 
about the playground project. (L to R 
Dr. Raymond Fischer, Bethany 
Atkinson, Neeley Spotts.) 
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Unsung Heroes of OPC 

Everybody needs someone to take care of the 
banking, and when it comes to the Presbyterian 

Women of OPC or the Apple Festival, we have this 
month’s unsung hero, Jane Freeman! If you happen to get her 

answering machine when you call her, you will listen to the most 
upbeat message you are likely to hear!! Since retiring from National Penn 

Bank, Jane spends a lot of time travelling, but when she is needed for a PW deposit 
or help at the Senior Center, she is there. Thank you, Jane! 

The women of OPC and their guests from churches all over 
the area were again blessed by the men of OPC and the 
Oxford Chorale Ensemble at the 2016 Presbyterian Women 
Fellowship Dinner on December 13. We enjoyed an 
amazing meal and an amazing concert. What a wonderful 
way to celebrate the birth of our Lord. 
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Learning 
 
Ministry 

Summer Mission Trip to Southeast Virginia 
with TEAMeffort– June 18-24. 

NEW DATES IN JANUARY 
January 8 and 22 

OPC has talent! 

Saturday, January 21 

6 P.M. 

Come and share  
your talents!! 

January 6-7  

Plan to join us  

for a fun-filled night!! 

 

Look for more info soon!! 

Please pray for us as we 
travel to the Faith in 3D 

youth conference – 
January 13-16.  

Joanne 

Herr 

Lillie 

Spotts 

Stephanie 

Ewing 

Jack 

Ewing 

Dustin 

Jones 

Carley 

Stoltzfus 
Brooke 

Dillard 

Tanner 

Smith 

Lorraine 

Holton 

Steve 

Doutrich 

Yujie 

Slinkard 

Dakota 

Jones 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS! Learn how 
to knit Prayer Squares. We seem to 
need more and more each Sunday. 
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 to 2. 

We are knitting in the Bride’s 
Parlor. Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs 
to the church office. They 

are being collected to 
donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in 

Wilmington, DE. 

7 P.M. 

OPC 
LIBRARY 

For January 23, 2017, we 
will read and discuss My 

Beloved World by Sonia Sotomayor.  

The Atkinson  

Book Group 

The details of those years are as follows: 

Camper for 4 summers (in the 1970s with Uncle 
Steve Getty as my first chaplain) 

Volunteer counselor in 1980 as a high school 
student  

Camp cook for 3 summers during college (1982-
1984), one of those summers as head of staff 

Mission trip leader in 
1994 taking youth from 
CD to Ghana, West Africa 

Camp Cook in 1995 

Camp Director 1996 
through 2016 

4 summers camper, 2 
summers volunteer, 25 
summers staff, totaling 

31 summers/years of camp--remarkable in that I 
am only 23. 

Over the past 21 summers as Camp Director, 
Amy has worked with: 

400 Summer Staff (27 International Staff) 

500 Summer Volunteers 

7,000 Summer Campers 

We invite you to join with us in giving thanks for 
the ministry of Amy Wade. 
Together we pray for her 
as God's Call for the next 
phase of her life and 
ministry comes to her. And 
we ask you to join us in 
prayer for the next phase 
of God's call to ministry at 
Camp Donegal develops as 
well. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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RSVP by calling the Oxford Area Senior Center 
 610-932-5244 or Email: oxsrctr@zoominternet.net 

Evening Program &  
Lecture Series 

Oxford Area Senior Center 

HEALTHY EATING ON A 
BUDGET 

The best way to start a new year is 
by making healthy choices. Eating 
healthy on a budget can be 
challenging but doesn’t have to be 
expensive. Licensed Dietitian 
Nutritionist and Registered 
Dietitian, Carol Sweeney, will 
discuss the importance of  good 
nutrition and choosing healthier 
foods that offer the most nutritional 
value. She will offer suggestions for 
meal planning and making healthy, 
low-cost meals. She will teach us 
how to: find the best deals, read 
nutritional labels, and offer money-
saving tips for shopping and eating 
well on a budget. 
 

January 11, 2017 @ 7 P.M. 
The program is FREE;  

space is limited! 

Senior Program &  
Lecture Series 

Oxford Area Senior Center 
 

THE ART OF CHOCOLATE 
DIPPING 

Chocolate, Cookies, Candy…Oh My! 
 

Calling all chocoholics! This Valentine’s 
Day show your loved ones how much they 
mean to you by creating your own, hand-
dipped chocolate treats. Join us for a 
special workshop to learn the “Art of  
Chocolate Dipping.” 

Sue Cole, owner of  The Candy Case, will 
teach us her trade secrets for creating 
simple, decorative chocolate dipped 
treats. You will learn, step-by-step, how to 
turn your favorite snacks – cookies, 
marshmallows, brownies and pretzels – 
into beautiful gifts and centerpieces. This 
workshop will explore the science of  
chocolate tempering, dipping and 
finishing tricks, and proper techniques for 
storing your creations. Participants will 
get to take home their edible works of  art 
to enjoy or share with someone they love.  

 

February 8, 2017 @ 7 P.M. 
Cost per participant: $5.00 (Cash Only) 
Space is Limited! RSVP by February 1st.  
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2 Chuck Deaver, Jr. 
2 Christine Vanella 
3 Woody Hartgrove 
5 Evan Adams 
6 Walt Osborne 
7 Lucille Liggitt 
11 Philip Atkinson 
12 Gage Cave 
13 Marilyn Deaver 
13 Teressa Verkamp 
14 Ronald Brooks 
14 Lawrie Drennen 

14 Ann Holton 
15 Mary Kuntz 
16 Abbi Keefer 
18 Clare Slinkard 
20 Judy Hastings 
20 Loretta Rhodewalt 
20 Richard Jones 
20 Patty McComsey 
20 Clyde Prigg 
21 Brooke Dillard 
22 Jacob Crawford 
23 Margaret Lauer 

23 Toni Bement 
24 Mark Gundrum 
24 Donna Doutrich 
24 James Harvey 
27 Sally Tipton 
28 Ann Nelson 
28 Elena Olivieri 
29 David Meyers 
30 Helen Ribaudo 
30 Richard Phillips Forcey, Jr. 
31 Jackie Montgomery 
31 Bob Crawford 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

January Birthdays 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 
November 2016 Financial Review – Congregational Giving 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.  
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Oxford Presbyterian Church 

6 Pine Street 

Oxford, PA 19363 

Return Service Requested 
The Lamplighter 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Karen Olivieri Jackie Caleb David Fomunyam 

Andy Orechovesky Beth MacMillan Geoffrey Henry 

Rob Shaffer Walt Osborne Steve Hill 

Ali Verbanas Missy Sarver Kay Skinner (2nd term) 

Amanda Woolston Ashley Whiteman Brett Spotts 

 Lillie Spotts (Youth, 2nd Term)  

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 
Fax:  610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: 
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 
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