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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

Concert to be performed by Lincoln
University Concert Choir, Vox Philia and
Berks Sinfonietta
Submitted by Julie Allport
On Sunday, February 16 at 3:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary, we will be hosting a
joint concert by the Lincoln University Concert Choir and two groups from
the Reading area, the Vox Phila Chamber Choir and the Berks Sinfonietta
Chamber Orchestra. The Lincoln University Concert Choir is under the
direction of Dr. Camilla Horne. Toni Caldwell-Hall serves as the choir’s
accompanist. Vox Philia and the Berks Sinfonietta are under the direction
of Dr. David McConnell. This concert is free to the public. Donations will
be accepted and will be divided equally among the performing groups.
The Deacons will be providing refreshments in the parlor after the
concert. Members of the Oxford Area High School Diversity Club will be
present to serve as greeters and ushers and provide information about
the clubs activities to promote diversity in the school and local
community. We are very excited to host this event and hope you will join
us for an afternoon of wonderful music and fellowship. In the paragraphs
that follow is information provided by the performing groups about the
about the groups and music to be performed.
Berks Sinfonietta and the Lincoln University Choir join together to perform
works by black composers to honor and celebrate Black History Month.
Many of these performances will be regional premieres. The concert’s first
half will feature three selections performed by the Lincoln University Choir
alone (giving our Reading audience a chance to enjoy their excellent
work!). Vox Philia will then join with them to perform works by Robert
Fryson, Brian Tate and Jake Runestad’s incredible setting of Paul Laurence
Dunbar’s “Why the Caged Bird
Sings.” Commissioned by Craig
Hella Johnson and the Cincinnati
Vocal Arts Ensemble, Runestad’s
setting is virtuosic and more
difficult than anything the groups
performed together last year.

SESSION NOTES
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session

February is upon us, and with it comes an
overwhelming amount of heart shaped candy and
cards. Valentine’s Day will soon be here.
But who was Valentine? And what is there to
celebrate about him?

When we speak of Saint Valentine we may be
referring to one of at least three different people,
all of whom are alleged to have been martyred by
the Romans in the late third century, two near the
city of Rome, and one in Africa. Beyond this,
nothing of certainty is known about any of them,
leading Pope Gelasius I to remark in 496 that
Valentine was one of many “whose names are
justly reverenced among men, but whose acts are
known only to God.”
Later legends suggest that Valentine was a priest
or bishop who ran afoul of the Roman regime by
officiating Christian marriages, unions that were
illegal in pagan society at the time. The story
goes that during his imprisonment the Emperor
Claudius took a strong liking to him. But when
Valentine implored the Emperor to acknowledge
Christ and confess his sins Claudius demanded
the priest reject his own faith. Refusing to do so,
Valentine was sentenced to death. This is
believed to have occurred sometime around
273 AD.
Whether or not these details are accurate, they
reveal a lot about the Christian calling. Like
Valentine, who put aside his safety and security
for the sake of his convictions, we are to be
people who live in accord with the Word of God
and defend the rights of others even when it
comes at considerable risk to ourselves. Such is
the sentiment of Micah 6:8, which states that the
Lord expects us to “act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with our God.” And like
Valentine, who viewed his incarceration not as a
hardship, but as an opportunity to proclaim the
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And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.
(Romans 8:28)
· We welcome our newest members to the
Session and the Board of Deacons:
Session: Judy Kamp (Class of 2020), Sue
Shuler and Jim Harvey (Class of 2021), and
Brett Cowan, Andrew Atkinson, and Janet
Hudler (Class of 2022)
Deacons: Abby Busko (Class of 2022).
There will be a service of installation/
ordination on Sunday, February 9, 2020.

· Thank you to David Fomunyam and Geoff
Henry who have agreed to serve another
three-year term as Elders. They will complete
the class of 2022.

· The new slate of Elders and Deacons was
approved at the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation on Sunday, January 26, 2020.

· Many thanks to those individuals that have
been faithfully serving on the Session and
Board of Deacons and have now completed
their terms: Elders: Kay Skinner, Steve Hill ,
Rob Shaffer (resigned one year early due to
his relocation), and Deacons: John Day,
Sabina Fomunyam, Charlie Stoltzfus, and
Barb Hill.

· The 2020 OPC Budget has been approved by
the Session. Thanks to all involved in the
preparation of this budget. Your hard work
and dedication in completing this task is
greatly appreciated. Thank you, also, to all
those who are faithfully pledging and giving,
so our financial needs can be fulfilled.

· Our Annual Meeting of the Corporation and
Congregation was held on Sunday, January
26, 2020. Thank you to all the individuals/
committees who submitted their reports for
the Annual Report and to the Deacons for
serving a lunch prior to this meeting.
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Class of 2022*

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Judy Kamp
Jim Sumner

Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Jim Harvey
Laura King
Sue Shuler

Andrew Atkinson
Brett Cowan
David Fomunyam
Geoff Henry
Janet Hudler

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each month at 12:00 P.M.
Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Gale Sauer

Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Ethel Backenstose
Beth Baity
Ann Terry

Class of 2022*
Abby Busko

*Officers will be ordained/installed on February 9, 2020

–

glory of God, so too should we consider every
moment (especially those of trial and hardship)
as an opportunity to display the hope we have in
Jesus.
To me, that seems like a story worth celebrating.
Not only with chocolates and roses, but with
thanksgiving and praise for the countless saints
throughout the ages who have lived hopefully
and courageously for the sake of the Gospel. Let
us go and do likewise.
Happy Valentine’s Day.

–

· The Per Capita for 2020 is $35.38/person.
This amount is based on our membership
number and can be paid any time during the
year. The proceeds of the per capita go to
support the efforts of the General Assembly
($7.73), the Synod of the Trinity ($2.40), and
Donegal Presbytery ($25.25). Many thanks to
the individuals who pay this, so we do not
have to take it out of our overall general
operating budget.

· Reminder: The Lincoln University Concert
Choir, along with the Berks Sinfonietta and
VOX Philia, will be presenting a concert at
OPC on Sunday, February 16, 2020 at 3:00
PM. The Diversity Club of Oxford High School
has been approved by the Session to serve as
greeters and ushers at this event. The
Deacons are planning a time of refreshments
and fellowship after the concert. What a
wonderful OPC and community event!
Let us continue to show our love and recognize
our many blessings, as we serve our Lord and
Savior!

Ash Wednesday
Worship Service
6:30 P.M.
Wednesday,
February 26, 2020

Pastor Scott
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Join us on February 7 for First Friday Lunch
Bunch. We will meet at Wyncote at 11:30 A.M.
Please let the office know or stop in; there is a
sign-up sheet on the counter.
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Community Meal
5:30-7:00 P.M. – February 26
It is FREE and OPEN to
EVERYONE.
Come and fellowship with your neighbors.

Advocacy Training Weekend
Join us for Compassion, Peace & Justice Training Day
Stay for Ecumenical Advocacy Days
April 24-27 | Washington, D.C.
We believe that God created this world, called it good, and told humans to care for it. We are blessed
to have this sacred task.
On April 24, 2020, join together with Presbyterians from across the nation in Washington, D.C. to
learn how Presbyterians and partners are answering this call and working for the restoration of God’s
creation and people. Through plenaries, workshops, and networking opportunities, this CPJ Training
Day offers the chance to explore the various ways we are addressing climate change, ecological
destruction and environmental racism. Advancing climate justice and just transition to value and
protect people who have historically been made vulnerable by economic and environmental injustice
will be a special focus.
Many will continue the learning by attending the Ecumenical Advocacy Days: Imagine! God’s Earth and
People Restored from Friday evening on April 24 through Lobby Day on Monday the 27th. Almost
1,000 Christian advocates join us every year for a weekend of workshops, lectures and concrete
actions addressing movements for social change.
Compassion Peace & Justice Training Day April 24th
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church
1313 New York Avenue, NW
Ecumenical Advocacy Days April 24-27
Washington, D.C. Doubletree Hotel by Hilton
Washington, D.C.-Crystal City
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We will be going to DC April
24th for CP&J Day. If interested
call Bev Hartgrove. It will be an
early morning train ride from
Perryville MD. Outreach will pay
for your $90 registration.

LAMPLIGHTER

FAMILY PROMISE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Seeking volunteers for 2020 and volunteer
coordinator for 2021. Quarterly support of Avon
Grove UMC in sheltering and providing meals for
families experiencing homelessness in Southern
Chester County depends on nightly meal
provision and the opportunity to provide
overnight support. Clearances are required but
there is no associated monetary cost. OPC
coordinator helps schedule volunteers and
monitors clearance applications and is the liaison
between Family Promise and Avon Grove UMC to
OPC and the outreach program.
Family Promise is the only program in Southern
Chester County which allows parents, guardians
and children to remain housed together. Since
opening our doors in 2015, we have directly
served 125 children and 73 adults in 57 families.
The traumatic experience of homelessness has
quantifiable effects on children’s physical,
mental, and social well-being. Our help serves to
reduce the risk of children entering foster care;
and improve their emotional health, academic
achievement, and when they grow up, their
economical potential.

COMMUNITY MEAL HOSTS NEEDED for June,
August, and October through December.
A Community Meal is for anyone who is
hungry ...it is the congregation, the homeless,
single, elderly, disabled...
With your support a COMMUNITY MEAL will be
open to everyone the 4th Sunday of each month
from 5:30-7 P.M. The Outreach Committee will
coordinate a schedule of cooks, food managers,
menu and helpers. We need families, church
committees, and organizations to host one
month. Food costs will be supported by Outreach
for our members. We ask organizations to fund
the cost of their meal. Call the church office or
Bev Hartgrove 410 658 4792 for information.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.”
Matthew 25:35
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ACE (Advocating, Collaborating,
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking
Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
Monthly Meeting: (New Time)
First Thursday: February–May
6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
The Oxford Public Library (New Location)
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363
Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.
Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888

Thank you to Peggy Ann Russell of AntiHuman Trafficking (ACE) for buying $326
of Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, and
Chocolates. ACE supports Fair Trade
purchase.

OUTREACH MEETING
SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 16 in the church
library at noon. Get coffee
before coming down. NEW
MEMBERS WELCOME. We
need your help!
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At the beginning of each new year, OPC celebrates
the Feast of the Epiphany, an ancient tradition
commonly associated with the Visit of the Magi.
This year, ordained Deacons and Elders went out
to offer communion and “door chalking” to those who were unable to join
the rest of the congregation at the January 6th service. For those able to attend the
service, there was also chalk and a short devotion available to take home, and families,
friends, and neighbors were encouraged to gather for a few moments on Sunday or Monday to
chalk the doors and to pray for their homes and neighborhoods, and those who will visit them in the
year to come.
Additionally, at each service our congregation gathered to chalk the doors of our building and pray
for our church home and its ministry. We offer thanks to Janet Hudler, who arranged for several youth
to lead in the chalking of doors for our sanctuary at 8:00 and 10:45. Also thanks to Kora Hearne who
was one of the readers at the 10:45 chalking. Pastor Scott offered a moving blessing for each service,
beginning at the side doors, proceeding along the sidewalk to the front door, then down to the
narthex and into the sanctuary. We would also like to thank Ali and Zoe Verbanas, who baked several
delicious King’s Cakes for each coffee hour.
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Dear Oxford Presbyterian Church:
Thank You for your generosity and offering to help our
families at Penn London Elementary. Due to the generosity
of so many we were able to help 139 families which
included 330 children.
Thank You for taking the time to shop and to wrap the
gifts for these children, Your efforts made their Christmas
day so special.
I am so grateful to be able to work with you and look
forward to hearing from you next year.
Gratefully, Helen Arrell
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The second regional premiere features the composer, William Grant Still. Together the groups will
perform his “Three Rhythmic Spirituals,” works which are hardly ever performed today. The final work
in the set, “Hard Times,” will feature a young freshmen soloist from the Lincoln University choir,
accompanied by Berks Sinfonietta.
The second half of the program features Sowande’s “African Suite,” Walker’s “Lyric for Strings,” Grant
Still’s “Danzas de Panama,” and Jessica Montgomery’s “Source Code,” all performed by Berks
Sinfonietta. The group is especially happy to be presenting a work by a living black woman composer.
In short, the Black History Month concert seeks to honor, educate, enrich and celebrate.
Lincoln University Concert Choir – The Lincoln University Concert Choir is one of the premier
organizations on the campus of Lincoln University and membership is open to all students. The
singers who make up this extraordinary choral ensemble hail from all corners of the globe and are
pursuing a myriad of degrees in a variety of academic disciplines. Their vocal prowess and penchant
for maintaining the African American choral traditions in their music has allowed the choir to achieve
a renowned reputation of excellence on the regional, state, and national levels. The Lincoln University
Concert choir encompasses the greatest talents on campus; included in its ranks are officers of the
Student Government Association, the Lincoln University Royal Court, and members from the
university’s athletic department. The Lincoln University Concert members serve as ambassadors for
the university by building relationships with communities, touring extensively, and performing
recruitment concerts at churches of all denominations and K-12 schools throughout the country. Some
of the choir’s most recent tours have included performing in Los Angeles, CA, Atlanta, GA, and its
international debut in South Africa. They recently sang the National Anthem at a Philadelphia Phillies
game and at the Eagles vs. Cowboys game in December, 2019.
Berks Sinfonietta is a 501(c)(3) chamber orchestra consisting of skilled musicians, including students
and professionals, from Greater Reading/Berks County. Established in 2014, Berks Sinfonietta is made
up of local musicians, dedicated to exploring the vast repertoire of all periods. One of its
distinguishing characteristics is the intergenerational approach, where young professionals, advanced
students and gifted amateurs come together to learn from one another and to create performances of
unqualified excellence. We also intend to explore various aspects of performance practice, and to
build a new audience for classical music through education and outreach. If you would like to support
the orchestra, or learn about our mission and concerts, please visit our website
www.berkssinfonietta.org
Vox Philia is a premier chamber choir located in Reading, Pennsylvania. Since 2012, the choir has
quickly gained regional recognition, performing works from a wide range of musical periods and
styles. While “VOX” refers to voice, “PHILIA” is one of four Greek words for love, specifically, the love
between friends. Aristotle defined this love as a pure delight in one another’s company, and more
profoundly, as an enjoyment of one another’s character, even wanting what is best for others at the
expense of one’s self.
Highlights of the last years include the regional premiere of Benjamin-Gunnar Cohr’s completion of
Mozart’s unfinished Mass in C-minor (K. 427), and the American premiere of Alec Roth’s hour-long A
Time to Dance, in a performance which garnered considerable acclaim. In October 2017 the choir
joined the Reading Symphony Orchestra in a celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation, in performances of J. S. Bach’s Magnificat and Cantata No. 80, Ein feste burg. Susan
Pena, in her review for the Reading Eagle, described the choir as “meticulously prepared…bursting
into the opening Chorale of “Ein feste Burg” with a strong choral sound and beautiful renderings of
the intricate lines weaving around Martin Luther’s well-known “A Mighty Fortress.”
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Thank you, Janet
Hudler, for your
devoted effort to
Christian Education
at OPC! You have
volunteered countless hours in all
areas, including Community Preschool,
Sunday School and now on Session. Thank you
for continuing until someone is hired to fill that
area! May God continue to bless you and OPC!
And…..Happy Birthday!

On behalf of our family we wish to
thank the OPC family for the
prayers and the comforting words
of sympathy during our
bereavement for our mother. The
overwhelming outreach made a great difference
in easing our loss and strength our faith. We are
confident that through her baptism and through
the Resurrection, she will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever. Thanks OPC, David Fomunyam.

Congratulations to Seth Allport who graduated
from Wilmington University with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Computer and Network
Security on January 26, 2020!

After our Epiphany celebration, several of us went to visit the homebound, extend communion to them and chalk the doors of their
homes. Doris Groseclose, who will be 99 on February 7th and is our
oldest member, wrote this note thanking us for a visit:
“Dear Eryn and Jackie,
Sorry I’ve been so long writing my thank you for your visit and communion. I feel more prepared to
meet our Lord. Then there was the added blessing of prayer for my dwelling place. I had bought a
small plaque to place near the back door but neglected to install it, so your blessing was needed and
appreciated.
The visit from both you ladies has made me feel more relaxed about my final days on earth and the
venture into the hereafter. I sincerely thank you for taking time to visit and help me in the departure
from the familiar. May God’s blessings rest on both of you.
Sincerely, Doris G.”
Her daughter Beth, who was visiting at the time, attached her own note:
….“and thanks for visiting with her– she truly was thrilled with your visit. I chalked my doors and said
the blessing as well!
Merci Merci, Beth”
Volume 33, Issue 2
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Learning Ministry

Let the little children
come to me

January brought out the artistic side of our 4th – 6th graders! We studied 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, Paul’s
call for “no divisions among you” (v. 10), then discussed how easily a church can be divided by
“causes” and what ways these divisions can be dealt with meaningfully and constructively. The students were given just two items, clay and pipe cleaners, to create a sculpture of their vision of what a
Unified Church would look like. The results were so good I had to share!

Youth group will be meeting at Pastor Scott’s house on February 16th to participate in the burning of
the palms to prepare the ashes for Ash Wednesday Service on the 26th. Our March 1st meeting will have
a special presentation on “healthy relationships,” which I encourage all Jr./Sr. High students to attend.
We are also building a team of youth and congregation volunteers to travel to the Delaware Beaches
on the 21st to plant Dune grass (details to follow). Please let Janet Hudler know by Friday, February 7th
if you would like to join us.
Have a great February!
Janet Hudler

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday, February 14, 2020 from 2 -7 P.M.
Oxford Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall
Register online: redcrossblood.org or
call 1-800-Red-Cross / 1-800-733-2767
If bad weather, we will cancel that day.
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S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord) Activities
–

–

–

-

-

-

The next
meeting is
February 24.
We will discuss
Bringing Nature Home by
Doug Tallamy.

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs to
the church office. They are
being collected to donate to
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for
Children in Wilmington, DE.
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Women’s Retreat - Every woman is
welcome to our 14th annual OPW
Women’s Retreat. We will be returning to
St. Mary’s of Providence Center in
Elverson, PA on May 1st through 3rd. Our
date has moved from March to May for a
variety of reasons but largely due to the
availability of the Dalton House at St.
Mary’s and our looking to hold the
retreat during a weekend not during Lent. Activities are conducted in a
casual, pressure-free environment and will include large group learning
sessions, small group sharing, worship and fellowship. Other popular
activities in years past have included silent auctions and sock auctions,
crafts, massages, and guided meditation, as well as nature walks. ALL
sessions and activities are optional. This is YOUR retreat, and you
should feel free to share or participate as much or as little as you feel
led to do so. We recognize that it is sometimes in peace and solitude
that we find our closest commune with God, and it is our greatest wish
that you leave this weekend feeling refreshed and fulfilled. A
registration form is available on the next page, or can be found at
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org in the “Connecting With Each Other” page
or in the church office.

Presbyterian Women on Racial Equity
The voting representatives to the 2000 Churchwide Business Meeting
of Presbyterian Women unanimously approved a resolution declaring
Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) an antiracist
organization and reaffirmed Presbyterian Women’s 1997 commitment
to strive to eradicate racism. Today, we talk about these commitments
in terms of practicing cultural proficiency, practicing cultural humility,
and striving for racial equity.
African American History Month (aka Black History month) has been observed each February in the
United States since 1976. Here are some ways you can observe African American History Month:
Learn about African American History Month through the documents, photos, audio and video files,
and collections compiled by the Library of Congress, National Archives and Records Administration,
National Endowment for the Humanities, National Gallery of Art, National Park Service, Smithsonian
Institution and United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
This year marks the centennial of the 19th amendment and the sesquicentennial of the 15th
amendment (1870), both pertaining to black suffrage. The 2020 theme for African American History
Month is “African Americans and the Vote.”
Do you like documentaries? PBS & KET offers 10 “Must Watch” Black History documentaries.
If you’d like to make your observance Presbyterian-focused, read a (timeless!) short article about
the ways African Americans have shaped the denomination at https://www.pcusa.org/
news/2015/2/19/celebrating-african-american-history-month/.
You can also visit the Racial Equity webpage (https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/build
-community/antiracism/)on the Presbyterian Women website to download and take the 8-day racial
equity education challenge, read stories and reflections on racial injustice, and more!
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Capital

Campaign
Status
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Pledges

503,000.00

Bailey Gift

317,900.00

Total Pledges

820,900.00

Pledges received to date

416,021.00

Bailey Gift Rec'd

317,906.00

Total Pledges Received

733,927.00
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February Birthdays

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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