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Our Vision 

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a 
family of Christians dedicated 
to sharing the unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ with the 

local and world communities. 
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O X F O R D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ 

December 1 – First Sunday of Advent -Communion 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. 
 Covered dish Supper, Advent presentation, Jesse Tree – 5 P.M.  
December 6 – First Friday-Live Nativity on the Green 6:00-7:00 P.M. 
December 8 – Second Sunday of Advent – Worship 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. 
December 10 – Women’s Christmas Fellowship Dinner 6:30 P.M. 
December 13 – Christmas Food Boxes 
 Sorting - 9 A.M. until done – Packing-6:00 P.M. 
December 14 – Christmas Food Boxes pick-up, delivery –9 A.M. 
December 15 – Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday 
 One Worship at 11:00 A.M. with music from all our choirs. 
 Community Meal 5:30 P.M. 
December 16 – Longest Night Service 6:30 P.M. 
December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent-Worship 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. 
 Christmas Joy Offering Received 
December 24 – Christmas Eve  
 Family Christmas Eve Service 6:00 P.M. 
 Bell Choir Prelude 9:30pm 
 Candlelight Christmas Service 10:00 P.M. 
December 25 – Christmas Day 
December 29 – First Sunday of Christmas– Lessons and Carols 
 One Worship at 11:00 A.M. 
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SESSION NOTES 
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

During this Advent season, “May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13)  

We strive to share God’s hope, love and joy as 
we work for our Lord at Oxford. 

· Thank you to Angela Raimato and Pastor 
Scott for organizing the All Saints Day Service 
(November 3rd), and to Mollie Hearne for 
organizing the “Hanging of the 
Greens” (November 24th). 

· Also, thank you to Rev. Bob Undercuffler and 
Rev. Dr. Jim Kirk for leading us in worship 
while Pastor Scott had some time off. 

· Sunday evening, December 1, 2019 – Rev. Dr. 
Jim Kirk will be doing a presentation (in the 
Sanctuary) on his book Mediations for 
Christmas and Advent. This presentation will 
be coupled with a covered dish meal in 
Fellowship hall and paired with an activity for 
the children. Dinner starts at 5:00 P.M. and 
the presentation will begin at 6:00 P.M. 

· The new members’ classes are wrapping up. 
The Session will meet with the new members 
on Sunday, December 8th during the Sunday 
School hour. We anticipate welcoming the 
new members during the 11:00 Worship 
Service on Sunday, December 15th. 

· The Nominating Committee is finalizing the 
slate of new officers. They hope to have this 
task completed by the beginning of 
December. 

· The Stewardship Committee’s Pledge 
Dedication was held during both services on 
November 24th. Thanks to all who made the 
commitment to pledge both financially and 
through their service. 

· Reminder that there will be NO Sunday School 
on Sunday, December 1, 2019 and Sunday, 
December 29, 2019. Also, remember that we 
will have a combined Worship Service at 
11:00 A.M. on both Sunday, December 15, 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

The Advent Wreath is a beloved tradition of many 
congregations and one we use here at OPC. As we 
prepare for the start of Advent, I thought it would 
be helpful to share a bit of the history and 
purpose of the Advent Wreath. My hope is that it 
will help to make this special symbol even more 
meaningful to you this year and in the years to 
come.  

The Advent Wreath originated in German 
Lutheran communities between the sixteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Even before that, the 
circular shape of wreaths was associated with 
unbroken, everlasting life. Similarly, like the 
Christmas tree, the evergreens used in wreaths 
remind those living through the dead of winter of 
the unending vitality of Jesus Christ.  

Five candles adorn the wreath, one for each 
Sunday of the Advent season, and the fifth to 
mark the start of Christmas (which itself lasts 
twelve days). The candles are lit successively 
through Advent, with one candle being lit on 
the first Sunday, two on the second, and so 
on. This is done to highlight the anticipation 
of Christ’s return that characterizes Christian 
faith, and to represent the dawning light of 
Christ that illumines our world.  

Three of the candles on the wreath are 
purple, the color of the Advent season. 
Purple’s historic association with royalty and 
repentance make it fitting for Advent, when 
we examine the state of our souls and 
prepare for the coming King. The purple 
candles are the first, second, and fourth to be 
lit. 

One candle on the wreath is rose colored, a 
color of joy. This candle is the third to be lit 
during Advent. It is lit on Gaudete (gow-DAY-
tay) Sunday. Gaudete is Latin for “rejoice,” 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 
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6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXF ORD  PRESBYT ERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863 
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com  

Visit Us on Facebook 

Our Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 
John Day Lisa Claypoole Seth Allport 

Sabina Fomunyam Carol Latsch Ethel Backenstose 

Barbara Hill Gale Sauer Beth Baity 

Charlie Stoltzfus  Ann Terry 
  

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 

David Fomunyam Julie Allport Jackie Caleb 

Geoffrey Henry Joe Bauer Fred Crotchfelt 

Steve Hill Ed Jefferis Laura King 
Kay Skinner (2nd term) Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)  

Brett Spotts Jim Sumner  
  

We pay tribute to 
HERMAN WHARTON for 

his dedicated service in the OPC 
kitchen. He has washed dishes at OPC 

events for over 165 times. KUDOS HERMAN!! and 
please…..keep up the good WASH, we mean 
WORK!! 165+Thanks to you! You are appreciated.  

Thank you to everyone that 
has helped us this year, 
while I’m dealing with 
serious medical issues. We 
appreciate June Hoffman, 
Ann Terry, The Sersuns, 
Micall Szibo, Carol Latsch, 

and Pastor Scott to name a few. There are many 
others that have helped and it is 
much appreciated!! We thank everyone for the 
meals, rides to surgeries, and prayers. It has 
been a difficult year for sure! As I still deal with 
medical issues, we appreciate the prayers and 
continued support. From the bottom of my 
heart, thank you so much!  

Tanya M Walsh and family 

2019 and Sunday, December 29, 2019. 

· Looking ahead: Our Annual Corporation and 
Congregation Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 26, 2020 (Snow date: Sunday, 
February 9, 2020). Please have all reports for 
the Annual Report to Lorraine by December 
31, 2019. 

· Thank you to all those who have faithfully 
served OPC throughout 2019. 

Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas and a 
joyous New Year! 

�6HVVLRQ�1RWHV��&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 
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Community Meal  
5:30-7:00 P.M. – December 15 

The Oxford Kids Clothing Exchange 
Group will be hosting.  

Come out for the best meatloaf you have ever tasted! 

It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.  
Come and fellowship with your neighbors.  

Christmas Joy 

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God’s gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance 
to current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and 
celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders 
often need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support 
needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of 
color, and providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need. 

The Joy offering will be taken on December 22. Please give generously. 

HOSTS NEEDED FOR COMMUNITY MEALS in January & February 
Sign up for Community Meal. We need individuals, committees, organizations at OPC or the local area 
to host a month in 2020. So far the meal planning has been generously shared by many, with 
oversight by licensed food handlers. See Sign-Up Sheet on downstairs bulletin board. Any 
questions, see Bev Hartgrove or call 410 658 4792. Note: OPC pays up to $250/meal for our church 
and authorized organizations. We ask for outside local organizations to donate cost of meals to help 
our neighbors in need.  

for I was hungry and you fed me  
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Christmas Food Box Ministry 
Friday & Saturday * December 13 & 14,2019 

 
As is the annual tradition, Oxford Presbyterian Church will be 
providing Christmas dinners for needy families in the Oxford area 
on Saturday, 12/14/19. Last year, we provided generous food 
boxes for approximately 137 families. Lisa Koza, Coordinator, has 
been working since September to plan and prepare for this event. 
Local merchants have provided some financial support and, in 
addition to our congregation, local area schools, businesses and 
Scout troops have been collecting canned goods for the Christmas 
dinners. 

 
With the help of lots of folks from OPC and the community, it all comes together the week of 
December 8th! WE DEPEND ON MANY HELPING HANDS and hope we can depend on you! 

 
If you can volunteer at any or all of the times below – please call Eryn in the church office or 
just show up! 

 
Friday 12/13/19 at 9:00 A.M. Fellowship Hall - sort canned food and prep for packing the 

Christmas food boxes. 
 
Friday 12/13/19 at 6:30 P.M. Fellowship Hall – pack and organize the food boxes for 

delivery/pick up 
 
Saturday 12/14/19 at 9:00 A.M. Fellowship Hall – hand out Christmas food boxes and deliver 

boxes to families between 9:00 A.M. and noon. Please let 
Eryn (610-932-9640) or Ila Barlow know if you are able to 
help with delivery, either as a driver or a helper with strong 
arms and back! Committee should arrive at 8:15am and 
Volunteers should arrive at 8:45 A.M. 

&KULVWPDV�)RRG�%R[�0LQLVWU\ 

This year we are blessed to be receiving free turkeys from the Chester County Food Bank. Also, Flow-
ers Bakery is donating loaves of bread. We still need help with Christmas meal items to help fill up 
the boxes for 137 families. The special items to donate are: instant potatoes, stuffing mix, and gravy 
packet or can. Please put all items in the wagon or basket upstairs. This is our BIGGEST PROJECT each 
year. We could not do it without you! 

More Outreach on page 6 
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COLLECTING FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS 

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a SOCK/UNDERWEAR TREE for the seventh year. We will be 
collecting for children ages 2-12 years through December 15. Please put all donations either on the 
tree or in the boxes by the tree that will be set up on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. All donations 
will be delivered to Neighborhood Services Center. 

Any new clothes or toys that you wish to donate may be put by the tree also. No need to wrap. 

Thank you for helping to spread the joy of Christmas!  

LAST DAY TO SHOP is December 15!!! 
 

15th Annual Ten Thousand Villages Gift shop at  
Oxford Presbyterian Church. 

 
FIRST FRIDAYS DEC 6 at 5 - 9 P.M. 

 
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS until December 15  

from 9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
 

Also available are: Equal Exchange coffee, tea, chocolate, olive oil.  
 

Again this year we have books by Iris Dowling, local author  
and signed copies of a new children’s book by Marie Louise Meyers. 

Outreach Budget Expenses 2019
5.412 Basic Mission Support 6,000 
5.431 Neighborhood Services Center 8,000 
5.432 Oxford Senior Center 800 
5.433 Domestic Violence Center 500 
5.434 Lighthouse Ministry 2,000 
5.435 Miscellaneous Local Mission 3,000 
5.436 Local Peacemaking Offering 25% 300 
5.437 Christmas Food Boxes 900 

5.438 Community Meal Expenses 1,500 
5.439 Family Promise 1,000 
5.440 ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking) 800 
5.441 Chester County Children, Inc. 800 
5.442 Oaks Ministry 700 
5.443 Meeting Ground 500 
5.451 Onesimus Prison Ministry 800 
5.452 Special Appeals/Disaster Relief 2,000 
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ACE (Advocating, Collaborating, 
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking 

Alliance of Oxford 

Follow us on Facebook 

Monthly Meeting: (New Time) 
First Thursday: February–May 

6:30 to 7:30 P.M. 
The Oxford Public Library (New Location) 
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363 

Questions: 610-932-0337  
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363 

Human trafficking is modern-day slavery 
and involves the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion to obtain some type of labor or 
commercial sex act. 

Learn more at these websites: 

www.polarisproject.org 
www.lovel46.org 
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking  
www.sharedhope.org 
www.notforsalecampaign.org 
www.slaverynomore.org 
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign 

 

National Human Trafficking Hotline  
1-888-3737-888 

which is the first word of the introit (based on 
Philippians 4:4) that has been used through 
the centuries in the celebration of the Mass. 
Because of this the third Sunday of Advent 
has long been observed as a time of 
celebration in the midst of a penitential 
season, and as a foretaste of the Christmas 
feast. While as Presbyterians we do not 
celebrate the Mass, some of our traditions 
still harken back to times before the 
Reformation, and they are part of our 
heritage of faith. The Revised Common 
Lectionary used by various faith communities 
(including our own) provides readings for 
Advent III that highlight the joy of Christ’s 
abiding presence through the Holy Spirit. 
Here at OPC, we will celebrate Gaudete 
Sunday this year on December 15 with one 
service at 11 A.M. At this time we will worship 
through an extended offering of music and 
welcome a class of new members. 

Finally, the white candle in the center of the 
wreath is the Christ candle. It is the last of 
the candles to be lit, and this is done on 
Christmas eve. In liturgical settings the color 
white is often associated with birth, baptism, 
and illumination. When the Christ candle is lit 
at Christmas it reminds us that Advent, the 
season of preparation, has given way again to 
the Nativity, and that Christ is indeed 
Immanuel (“God with us.”). The wreath 
continues to be lit during worship throughout 
the season of Christmas, and is usually put 
away after the Epiphany (January 6). Some 
churches maintain the wreath until 
Candlemas (the Feast of the Presentation of 
the Christ child at the Temple) on February 2. 
In many Christian communities throughout 
the ages, this date, the fortieth after 
Christmas, marked the official end of 
Christmastide, as communities began to turn 
their attention to Lent and the Easter cycle.  

May you all have a Holy Advent and Blessed 
Christmas season, Yours, Scott 

�3DVWRU¶V�&RUQHU��&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

Last year we did a “Did 
You Know” series. We 
would like to continue 
but need help! If you 
have some small trivia 
facts or information 
regarding our church, 
our worship, our 
history, our building, or 

anything else you can think of please contact 
Ali Verbanas at 610-998-1347 or email her at 
averbanas@gmail.com We are specifically 
looking for information on our original 
artwork that can be found throughout the 
building! If you know anything about any of 
the artwork Please let Ali know.  
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Learning Ministry Let the little children 
come to me 

December is here already…WHAAT! With so many new and exciting things being added to our 
Christian Ed program the past couple of months I really shouldn’t be surprised that time seemed to 
pass so quickly. They do say time flies when you’re having fun!  

The new Children’s Sunday school curriculum, though it takes a bit more effort to prepare for, has 
produced some positive feedback from parents. Alison Perry recently sent an email to Pastor Scott and 
I, and with her permission I’m sharing it with you. 

I just wanted to take a minute to tell you how much I appreciate the curriculum this year. I 
know it took a lot of work to select it and implement it. I like that it isn’t just teaching scripture 
but it’s providing the kids examples of how scripture is tied into everyday life. I also give my 
thanks to all of the teachers who had a heavy lift with the change in curriculum. Their time 
and commitment to our children is felt and appreciated.” 

The “Good Neighbor” program started November 17th and the kids are already excited to fill their 
passports. I must admit, seeing Vern Ringler surrounded by children definitely made me smile. Thank 
you to all my past (and future) “good neighbors,” everything you do for the children of this church 
shows the commitment you made at their baptism was taken to heart. 

Youth group is back!! We may be small now, but not for long! The calendar for the year has been set 
up and includes meetings every two weeks, movie nights, fundraisers, updating the youth room, 
daylong mission adventures and so much more. We even have a dune grass planting mission trip in 
March! Pastor Scott and I are looking into various Youth retreat options available in lieu of the 
weeklong mission trip this year. I feel our youth would benefit from deepening their relationship with 
God, and each other, especially after the upheaval they have gone through these past nine months. 
My desire is for the youth to experience a spiritual rejuvenation, much like the one I experience after 
the annual Women’s Retreat. All Youth in Junior or Senior Highschool are welcomed to attend and 
bringing friends is encouraged! Try it kids, you might like it! 

KOK and SPARK are hard at work putting together our Christmas Eve pageant, I can’t wait to see the 
talent that shines through. If you would like to be a part of this year’s pageant, either out front or 
behind the scenes, please let Alison Perry know. 

December 6th is Live Nativity night! Come spend time with us from 6-7 P.M. and embody the true 
meaning of Christmas. I still need one Wiseman, and two to three Shepherds for the cast, and one to 
two people who would be willing to oversee the cookies and hot chocolate table and be willing to pass 
out OPC service information to the crowd. Oh yes…and cookies….lots of COOKIES! 

May this month be full of memories, joy, and most of all love. 

Merry Christmas! 

Janet Hudler 
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December 10 – 11 A.M. to 8 P.M. – Oxford 
Community Preschool Fundraiser – 
Pats Pizza of Oxford will donate 20% of 
the proceeds raised. Stop by the office 
and pick up the coupon you need to 
present at the time of your visit to Pats. 
Get a good meal and help our Preschool.  

(You can also clip out the coupon 
displayed if you can’t get into the office.) 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Lincoln University Choir Returns to OPC! 

 
On Sunday, February 16, 2020 at 3:00 we will be hosting a concert which is a joint venture between 
the Lincoln University Concert Choir, Vox Philia, a chamber choir from Berks County, and the Berks 
Simphonetta, a chamber orchestra also from Berks County. Both of the Berks County groups are 
directed by Dr. David McConnell. The Lincoln University Concert Choir is directed by Dr. Camilla 
Horne. This concert will be open to the public. Freewill donations will be accepted to be divided 
among the performing groups. More information about the groups and the music to be performed 
will be found in the next Lamplighter. 

Friday, December 27, 2019 at 7 P.M.  

Upper Octorara Presbyterian Church 
112 Octorara Trail Parkesburg, Pennsylvania 

 
Clair Leaman, Conductor 

 
Soloists -Heidi Shannon, Soprano 

Heidi Kurtz, Contralto  
Timothy Bentch, Tenor 
Mark Moliterno, Bass 

 
Sing or Listen – Carol Stevens & Grace McConkie Signing for the Deaf 

Music available to purchase ($11.00) or rent ($5.00) 
Dr. Al Lunde will be the Guest Conductor for the Hallelujah Chorus. 
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Christmas Eve Family Service 

December 24, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 

The Oxford Presbyterian Church Kids of the 
Kingdom Children’s Choir and SPARK! Youth Music 
& Arts Group will present The Angels Rejoice, a 
Christmas pageant.  

As we have done in years past, our Christmas 
pageant will feature the older SPARK! youth, while 
incorporate the voices of our Kids of the Kingdom 

Children’s Choir and all children of our congregation AND visiting children who may wish to 
participate during the service. This interactive, family-oriented Christmas Eve service will offer an 
invitation to all children (of all ages!) to come forward and listen to the message, delivered in the form 
of a play, and join in the singing of familiar Christmas hymns. This year’s pageant will share the 
perspective of Angel Gabrielle and his friends in heaven.  

On Sunday, November 17th, Andrew Atkinson stepped in for Pastor Scott to do the 
Children’s Message. He had the kids “huddle up.” His message told us that as in football 
there is a play book with the game plan, we also have a play book, The Bible, and a game 
plan, “Love God, Love Thy Neighbor.” Andrew and the children then kneeled with hands in 
the huddle for prayer.  
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Come to Shiloh Presbyterian Church 

Spaghetti Dinner Event 

Featuring 15 games of Bingo 
and Door Prizes 

 
December 7, 2019 – Dinner is from 3–4:30 P.M. 

Bingo begins at 4:45 P.M. 
 

Menu: Spaghetti, variety of meat sauces, meatballs, salad, Italian bread, dessert and beverages 
 

Advanced Ticket Purchases Only *** Limited Seating*** 
Contact 610-932-9256 

$10 Adults and $5 Children aged 5-10 
 

SPC Community Outreach Center 
42 South Fifth Street, Oxford, PA 
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The Deacons delivered cheerful fall flowers in bud vases and Thanksgiving greeting cards to more 
than 15 OPC congregants who are unable to regularly attend church functions and services. One 
Deacon reported having found a “new friend” she simply hadn’t met yet during her visit to Ware 
Presbyterian Village. 

Additionally, Deacons provided and served a light lunch to those Saints decking the OPC halls in 
greenery and other Christmas decorations in anticipation of the Advent season. 

While adults did the heavy lifting a handful of OPC children created greeting cards (and an elf hat!) 
and enjoyed fellowship of their own under the careful eyes of, you guessed it, more Deacons.  

Please prayerfully consider if you are willing to commit to the nurturing ministry the Deacons help 
provide at OPC in 2020. 
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Hanging of the 
Greens 

Thanks to the eighteen or so 
people who stayed after church on 
Sunday, November 24 to decorate 
our church for the Advent/ 
Christmas season. 

We had a wonderful lunch 
(provided by the Deacons), and a 
lot of fun bringing down all the 
decorations from the “attic,” and 
making our church beautiful for 
the holidays. 

A special thanks to Mollie Hearne 
and her dedication to this project 
and all the planning and sorting 
and prepping she has done all fall. 
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FRPPXQLW\��,Q�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�ILUH��WKH�FRPPLWWHH�
VHOHFWHG�8QLRQ�)LUH�&RPSDQ\�1R����LQ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�FRQWLQXHG�VHUYLFH��
DQG�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�RQ�WKDW�0HPRULDO�'D\�ZHHNHQG�WKLUW\�\HDUV�DJR� 

New date! New date!  

Attention all OPC Women’s Retreat ladies – we have 
scheduled our retreat for 2020 for May 1st - 3rd. 
This new date was for a variety of reasons which 
will be discussed soon so please mark your 
calendars! Additional information regarding our 
theme and registration will be coming In the next 
few weeks. Please spread the word!  

December 6 at 12 NOON 
This will be our Christmas get-together, 
meeting at Sally Tipton’s house. Sally will 
provide the main entrée, and there is a 
sign up sheet in the office for us to 
indicate what sides we will be bringing. 



Volume 32, Issue 12 Page 15 

 

 

Christmas with the Oxford Trio and Friends  

The public is invited to attend one of the Oxford community’s most beloved holiday traditions, 
Christmas with the Oxford Trio and Friends. The local chamber ensemble, the Oxford Trio (featuring 
Katie Slauch-Boozer, violin, Julia Farber, horn, and Nancy Pedrick, piano), is delighted to welcome local 
a cappella ensemble, Una Voce as part of this festive concert. Una Voce (formerly known as Oxford 
Presbyterian Church Women’s Praise Team) is a group of local women who love singing in praise to 
God and cherish the lifelong friendships that come from making beautiful music together. They have 
performed in the community at the Apple Festival, and at OPC for the women’s dinner, children’s 
Christmas Pageant and worship services. The concert will be held at 7:30 P.M. on Friday, December 6, 
2019 at the Oxford United Methodist Church, Market and Addison Streets, Oxford. Included in the 
concert will be choral and instrumental offerings, carol singing, and a few surprises. Please join us for 
an evening sure to put listeners of all ages in a holiday mood! There is no admission charge, but a 
freewill offering will be gratefully accepted and donated in its entirety to the Oxford Neighborhood 
Services Center.  

Una Voce 
For the past five years, a small group of women have 
gathered to fellowship together in the form of song. 
Beginning as the “Women’s Praise Team,” we have 
shared our love of music during worship at Oxford 
Presbyterian Church, the annual Women’s retreat, Apple 
Festival, Women’s Fellowship Dinner and Christmas Eve. 
This December we have been invited to sing at the 
Oxford United Methodist Church’s annual holiday 
tradition, “Christmas with the Oxford Trio and Friends.”  

Recently we have been thinking about our name, 
Women’s Praise Team, and who we are as a group. While 
our intention is to offer praise to God through our 
voices, the term “praise team” has many mixed 
connotations in the church. It is often associated with a 
team of singers leading the congregation in song, often 
along with the choir, and often contemporary music. We 
certainly don’t fit inside that box. In fact, we don’t fit 
inside any box! Our group ebbs and flows like the water 
in the sea – we come and go from the group as life takes 
us away (work, kids, college) and brings us back 

together when the moment is right. We sing during high moments in our life and low moments. We share our 
sorrow and our praise! And we do so by joining our many voices in harmony.  

We each bring the chaos of life, but together our laughter helps us let the chaos go and therefore we become 
one voice united in love. Love for each other and love for God. And for that reason, we chose the new name Una 
Voce, or “one voice.”  

We look forward to continuing to share our voices of praise with OPC and the community as Una Voce.  



Page 16 LAMPLIGHTER 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR the 
Women’s Christmas Fellowship 

Dinner!!!  

Come join us for a wonderful evening of 
food and fellowship! Tuesday, 
December 10 at 6:30 P.M. in Fellowship 
Hall. A delicious dinner will be 
prepared, followed by Christmas Music and Carols, led by 
Una Voce. Please invite your friends and sisters to join with 
us in welcoming the Christmas Season! To ensure we are 
prepared, please RSVP to the church office, 610-932-9640, 
by Tuesday, December 3rd.  

THE HISTORY OF AN ANGEL TREE 
Angel Tree was created by The Salvation 
Army in 1979 by Majors Charles and Shirley 
White when they worked with a Lynchburg, 
Virginia shopping mall to provide clothing 
and toys for children at Christmas time. 
The program got its name because the Whites 
identified the wishes of local children by 
writing their gift needs on Hallmark greeting 
cards featuring pictures of angels and placing 
them on a Christmas Tree at the mall. Thanks 
to the Whites, who were assigned by The Army 
to the Lynchburg area at the time, more than 
700 children had a brighter Christmas that 
first year. 

The program at OPC works with local 
elementary schools to help brighten the Christmas of local families. This year we have adopted 
35 children. Won’t you please adopt one of our children, by taking a tag from one of the 
angels on our tree and purchase appropriate gifts for the individual described on the tag? 

The gifts should then be returned wrapped with the tag attached, to the base of the tree. 

3OHDVH�UHWXUQ�WKH�JLIWV�QR�ODWHU�WKDQ�'HFHPEHU���WK������� 
For questions contact: 
 Missy Sarver 302-584-2710 (cell) 
 Rachel Lauletta 302-584-4082 (text) 
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7KH�3UD\HU�
6KDZO�

0LQLVWU\� 
 

-RLQ�XV�RQ�7XHVGD\V�IURP�
�� WR���LQ�WKH�%ULGH¶V�

3DUORU� 

S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord) Activities 

,I�\RX�DUH����\�R��WR�����–�1HYHU�PDUULHG��6HSDUDWHG��'LYRUFHG�RU�:LGRZHG�–�IRU�
ERWK�PHQ�	�ZRPHQ���3UHIHU�MXVW�DGXOWV��QR�FKLOGUHQ���–�)RU�PRQWKO\�&KULVWLDQ�

IHOORZVKLS�� 

6DWXUGD\��'HFHPEHU����������#�������ඕ��–�������ඕ�� 
³-R\�WR�WKH�:RUOG´�3HUIRUPHG�E\�6HUYDQW�6WDJH 

/DQFDVWHU�$OOLDQFH�&KXUFK 
����3LWQH\�5G���/DQFDVWHU��3$������� 

&RVW��'RQDWLRQ��ZKDWHYHU�\RX�IHHO�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�JLYH�� 
,�KDYH����VHDWV�UHVHUYHG�-�3OHDVH�OHW�PH�NQRZ�LI�\RX�DUH�FRPLQJ� 

&DURO�/DWVFK��6�$�,�/��&RRUGLQDWRU�DW�2[IRUG�3UHVE\WHULDQ�&KXUFK 
/XYP\�JNLGV#LFORXG�FRP���FHOO�����-���-���� 

The next 
meeting is 

December 2. We will 
discuss Immortal 

Irishman by Timothy 
Egan Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs to 
the church office. They are 

being collected to donate to 
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for 
Children in Wilmington, DE. 
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Capital 
Campaign 

Status 

Pledges  503,000.00 

Bailey Gift  317,900.00 

Total Pledges  820,900.00 

Pledges received to date  400,663.00 

Bailey Gift Rec’d  317,906.00 

Total Pledges Received  718,569.00 

1 Peter 4:10 “Based on the gift each one has received, use it serve 
others, as good managers of the varied grace of God.”  

Our annual Stewardship Campaign is underway. As of 11/27/2019, we 
have received 61 pledge cards for a total of 163,560.00. Thank you to 
those of you who returned your pledge cards, and it is not too late to 
submit your 2020 pledge. 

Thank you 

Geoffrey Henry, Chair, Interpretation and Stewardship Committee.  

Volunteer 
Opportunity 

Volunteers are needed to help 
run our sound system. Training 
will be provided. If you are 
interested in learning to be a 
part of this important ministry in 
our church and are at least a 
high school freshman please 
contact Laura King or notify the 
church office. 
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� 'RURWK\�)LNH 
� &DURO�:DUQHU 
� 5RELQ�9DQRYHU 
� -XGLWK�=HQNHU 
� +D\GHQ�:KLWHPDQ 
� 0DVRQ�:KLWHPDQ 
� *HUW�6HUVXQ 
� 5LFKDUG�%XVNR 
� &DUO�*URII 
� $ELJDLO�-RKQVRQ 
� %DUE�+LOO 
� (ULF�/HFKHWWH 
� -RH�3HUORII 
� &RRSHU�-RKQVRQ 
� /DXUD�+ROWRQ 
� 5HED�*UD\ 
� /LQGD�:\OHV 

�� -DFRE�/LWWOH 
�� (OOLH�$UWKXU 
�� 9LFWRULD�+RVWHWWHU 
�� 3HWHU�9HUQRR\ 
�� /\QQ�0F$OOLVWHU 
�� -LP�7LHUQH\ 
�� -DQH�7ULPEOH 
�� 'DYH�6DXHU 
�� (PPD�%XVNR 
�� 5LGJH�1HXPR\HU 
�� 'DYH�%UDGIRUG 
�� 9LYLDQ�%URZQ 
�� 3DXO�-RKQVRQ 
�� %LOO�6XPQHU 
�� &KDUOLH�+DPPRQG 
�� $O\VVD�6WHYHQVRQ 
�� 6XH�/RPEDUGL 

�� +LOODU\�6SRWWV 
�� 5LFKDUG�)RUFH\ 
�� 7UHYRU�&DUWHU 
�� /HVOLH�0F)DGLHQ 
�� -RH�%DXHU 
�� 'DQLHO�*RHUV 
�� *UHWFKHQ�$GDPV 
�� 0HJKDQ�%DUORZ 
�� 7KRPDV�&ROOLJDQ 
�� -RDQQH�+HUU 
�� /LVD�&OD\SRROH 
�� /DXUHQ�*LQJHULFK 
�� 3UHVWRQ�*RGIUH\ 
�� 'DZQ�+RIIPDQ 
�� -HQQ\�/DQH 
�� %HWK�7D\ORU 
�� 0DULD�)RUFH\ 

December Birthdays 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving 

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.  
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