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Oxford Presbyterian Church’s Stewardship Campaign will begin
soon. Please give prayerful consideration to making a Stewardship
Commitment for the coming year.

October 6,
2019

Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

The Peace and Global Witness Offering

SESSION NOTES
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart,
as working for the Lord, not for men, since you
know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you
are serving. (Colossians 3:23-24)

Dear friends,
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! As
autumn begins and our program year progresses,
it is easy to always be looking forward: to the next
Sunday, to the start of Advent, to Christmas, and
to the annual meeting. While anticipation is a
good thing, there exists a risk of being so focused
on what is coming that we lose sight of what has
been. Thankfully, in the midst of a busy season
our church calendar invites us each early
November to focus our attention on the lives of
those who have preceded us.
All Saints’ Day is commemorated in the Western
church on November 1 (and often celebrated on
the Sunday following) as a way to remember those
whose baptisms have now been completed in
death, and to pray that we too will one day be
counted among the faithful in God’s eternal realm.
On All Saints’ we celebrate not only the wellknown pillars of the faith, but every ordinary life
that has been lived in obedience and faithfulness
to Christ’s call.
For each of us, there are people now in heaven
whose love, support, and prayers shaped and
sustained us during their lives. It is fitting for us,
as a community of faith, to remember them,
giving thanks to God for their influence upon us
that continues to this day.
This year, on Sunday, November 3, we will take
time to remember with gratitude those particular
saints that have manifested Christ’s love in our
lives. We will do so by creating space during
worship for people to light candles in
remembrance of them, and to offer their names
during the prayers. The names of members of our
congregation who have passed away during the
last five years will be listed in the bulletin for the
day. Lastly, we are inviting those who wish to
bring photos of departed friends and family to the
church office before October 27. Please label the
back of the photos with your name and phone
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OPC has been busy working for the Lord. Among
the many ways we have been serving are:
·

Rally Day was held on September 8th with a
special program, “Disciples and Donuts” to
mark the official beginning of the new Sunday
School year. During the 11:00 A.M. worship
service, Pastor Scott and Janet Hudler
recognized and commissioned the teachers
for this year.

·

Sunday School classes began on September
15th with five classes being held for Pre-K –
Grade 12 and three Adult classes. Classes for
PreK – 12 grades are team taught with at
least two teachers in each classroom.

·

On September 15th, at the 11:00 service, we
had the opportunity to recognize Beth Keefer
for her 35 years of loving service and
dedication to OPC. What an impressive
milestone! Thank you, Beth!

·

Pastor Scott had the blessing of performing
two weddings in September: Angie and
Dennis Tierson on the 4th and Julia Prigg and
Justin Williams on the 8th.

·

The enrollment at our Oxford Community
Preschool is currently near 100% capacity.
What a wonderful opportunity to teach the
young children in Oxford and certainly a
tribute to the dedicated staff.

·

A wonderful new scholarship opportunity has
been initiated and approved – a $1,000
scholarship to an Oxford Community
Preschool (OPC) graduating senior to further
his/her education. Money has been set aside
in Special Funds to ensure scholarship money
will be available for the next ten years.
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Laura King

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Gale Sauer

Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Ethel Backenstose
Beth Baity
Ann Terry

number if you wish them to be returned, and
please only bring photos or copies of photos that
can be replaced in case of loss or damage. These
will be displayed on November 3 as a reminder of
the great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1) that
surrounds and inspires us in our pursuit of
Christ’s Kingdom.
As we prepare for the commemoration of All
Saints’ Day this year, let the words of Lesbia
Scott’s hymn I Sing a Song of the Saints of God be
our prayer:
They lived not only in ages past;
there are hundreds of thousands still;
the world is bright with the joyous saints
who love to do Jesus’ will.
You can meet them in school,
or in lanes, or at sea,
in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea;
for the saints of God are just folk like me,
and I mean to be one too.

·

Many of the ministries at Oxford, including –
Nominating, Christian Education,
Stewardship, Finance, A&P, and Archives are
working hard as they plan for the future of
our church.

·

One last very special note: On September
22nd, at 4:00 P.M., we had the wonderful
opportunity to witness and participate in the
service of installation of Reverend Scott W.
Szabo as our pastor at Oxford Presbyterian
Church. Members of the Ecclesiastical
Commission included representatives from
Donegal Presbytery as well as 11 ordained
Elders from our church and Shiloh
Presbyterian. Participants at this very special
service included: Rev. Dr. Erin Cox-Holmes,
Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of
Donegal, Rev. Dr. Michael Wilson, Stated
Clerk of the Presbytery of Donegal, Rev.
Allison Beaulieu, Moderator of Donegal
Presbytery, Rev. Tyrone Carter, Honorably
Retired Minister of the Word and Sacrament,
Elder Douglas Good, Highland Presbyterian
Church, and Rev. Annalie Korengel, Pastor of
Unionville Presbyterian Church. A dinner,
prepared by Oxford’s Presbyterian Women,
was held after the installation service with
approximately 125 people enjoying this time
of fellowship and good food.

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
(Colossians 3:17)
Let us all at Oxford continue to work for and
give thanks to our Lord!

Lamplighter
Faithfully, Scott
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Community Meal
5:30-7:00 P.M.
October 27
is hosted by the Bert Gehron
and Sally Tipton Families
It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.
Come and fellowship with your neighbors.

Thanks to Boy Scout Troop 44 who hosted in
September.

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the
church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing
systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual
congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this
Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's
peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries
of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and
justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through
collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.
The Peacemaking Offering will be received on October
6th, World Communion Sunday. A portion, 25 percent, will be retained at OPC. Please give
generously.

One Good Idea: We will be collecting nonessential items on the last Sunday of each month along with
our canned goods. The expense of such items as shampoo, pampers, toilet paper, cleaning supplies,
etc. is a burden to those who struggle to live on the poverty income. Items may be deposited in the
wagon downstairs, as well as, the basket in the narthex. Thank you for helping give comfort to others.

Outreach Budget Expenses 2019
5.412 Basic Mission Support
5.431 Neighborhood Services Center
5.432 Oxford Senior Center
5.433 Domestic Violence Center
5.434 Lighthouse Ministry
5.435 Miscellaneous Local Mission
5.436 Local Peacemaking Offering 25%
5.437 Christmas Food Boxes
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6,000
8,000
800
500
2,000
3,000
300
900

5.438
5.439
5.440
5.441
5.442
5.443
5.451
5.452

Community Meal Expenses
Family Promise
ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking)
Chester County Children, Inc.
Oaks Ministry
Meeting Ground
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Special Appeals/Disaster Relief

1,500
1,000
800
800
700
500
800
2,000
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Help Needed October 22 at
9:00 A.M. we will be
setting up for Ten
Thousand Villages
Gift Shop in Room
206. We need
helpers to open
boxes and set up
displays. Bring
scissors. We need
creative ideas for arranging items. Everyone
welcome!

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating,
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking
Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
Monthly Meeting: (New Time)
First Thursday: February–May
6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
The Oxford Public Library (New Location)
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363
Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.
Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888

In every congregation of every faith, victims,
survivors and abusers sit in our pews. Some are
listening for words of recognition, understanding,
comfort and healing, hoping to hear that the
church stands with them and wants them to
choose life. All need to hear a clear message that
violence in our homes is against the will of God.
Our silence makes us complicit to the suffering.
Presbyterians Against Domestic Violence Network
(PADVN) invites you to make our church a place
where the gospel of wholeness is heard and lived
out.
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Installation of the Rev. Scott W. Szabo
As Pastor of the Oxford Presbyterian Church
September 22, 2019

Front row, l to r: the Rev. Tyrone Carter, Honorably Retired Minister of the Word and Sacrament; Pastor Scott;
the Rev. Dr. Michael Wilson, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Donegal. Back row, l to r: the Rev. Annalie Korengel,
Pastor of Unionville Presbyterian Church; the Rev. Dr. Erin Cox-Holmes, Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of Donegal;
the Rev. Allison Beaulieu, Moderator of Donegal Presbytery, and Elder Douglas Good, Highland Presbyterian Church.
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Autumn Widows Gathering
Sunday, October 13 at
3 P.M. in the Parlor
All widows are welcome to enjoy
fellowship and support .
Tea and light refreshments.
RSVP to Oxford Presbyterian –610-932-9640

WELLNESS COUNSEL ANNOUNCEMENT
Caregivers need time to care for themselves! The Wellness Counsel
realizes the importance of helping caregivers with: keeping
appointments, shopping, getting hair done, going to movies or out
to lunch with a friend. Many caregivers do not have immediate
family in the area. Therefore the Wellness Counsel would like to
help.
For those who are caregivers and need a break, please contact
Eryn Gallagher in OPC Office by phone: 610-932-9640 or email:
oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com (Topic: Caregivers) with your name,
number, email address, day(s), times and person whom volunteers would
be caring for in your absence and their needs. (There is no sign up sheet since this is
personal information being provided.)
For volunteers – please notify Eryn Gallagher in the OPC office of your day(s) available, times and what
you feel comfortable doing, such as preparing a small meal, giving loved one their medication,
helping them to the bathroom, etc. Then when a caregiver calls or emails Eryn in the office, she can
refer to the list and match up with the caregiver making the request. Please consider helping since
there is a need to provide respite care for our caregivers.
Any questions, please contact June Hoffman, Faith Community Nurse at: home number: 610-869-3326
or email: junehoffman226@gmail.com.
Volume 32, Issue 10
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Learning Ministry

Let the little children come to me
Submitted by Janet Hudler, who has volunteered to coordinate our Christian Education Ministry in the
absence of a director.

Sunday school is off to a great start this year with an average of 23 kids and 30 adults attending each
week! We are trying new and exciting things, like gathering the children for Sunday school opening,
team teaching for the Youth class, and a few more ideas are still in the planning stage.
A big thank you to Mikhal Szabo for taking the reins and organizing children’s church during this time
of transition. We would like to start a rotation for children’s church, but we need volunteers. You DO
NOT have to have a child who attends children’s church to be on the rotation! We are going to be
tweaking the format of children’s church. Research has shown that there is a great benefit to having
children in worship, we also realize the need for parents to be spiritually filled. What we are planning
is to have the children exit to children’s church after the children’s sermon, return to the sanctuary
after the adult sermon, and will sit in the first or second pew in the front along with “pew
buddies” (adult volunteers). This will help the children understand, and be part of the service.
The children’s church room needs some love and attention. We will be organizing a clean-up/decorate
workday soon. Please let Mikhal or Janet know if you are interested in getting together with us to give
the kids a great room to worship in.
Plans are in the works for the start up of our “good neighbor” program and our youth group!
Thank you to all who have volunteered to teach, substitute, support and pray for the CE committee
during this time of transition. We still have a lot to work on and with your continued help and support
let’s just say…...great things are coming!
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Thanks to everyone who came out to the 30th anniversary of the OPC Apple Festival! We greatly
appreciate all who came out to share this special day, and especially the many volunteers who gave of
their time and energy to help bring this beloved event to the community. The presence of Oxford
Police and Fire Police helped everything run smoothly before the sun even came up! Thanks also to
these local businesses who supported this event as sponsors: Collision Zone, Herr’s, Coatesville
Savings Bank, Hostetter Grain Inc, McCormick Orthodontics, Cameron’s Hardware, Kreider’s Market,
and Oxford Plumbing and Heating. We will have more info about our final tally in the November
Lamplighter.
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Presbyterian Women Fall Resource Day – Lorraine Holton, in her role as
Moderator of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Donegal, invites you to
the Fall Resource Day on October 19 at Highland Presbyterian Church in
Lancaster, PA. (Registration Form is opposite.) More information and
registration forms are available in the church office. This is Lorraine’s first
major activity as Moderator, and she would love to see as many OPC women
there as possible.
Dear Women of Oxford Presbyterian Church – The women of Little Britain
Presbyterian Church invite us to their fellowship meal on Tuesday evening
October 15, 2019 at 6:30 P.M. The evening program will be presented by Anita
Keagy. Anita founded JoyShop Ministries in 2006 as a mission to inspire people
to get back into their Bibles and a relationship with God. Please R.S.V.P. to
Trish Blough at 717-548-2630 by Sunday, October 6, 2019.

Nottingham Presbyterian
Church is launching a
mission to distribute
winter clothes this fall. We
thought it would be a
good thing to help them
out.
From Nottingham:

The next
meeting is
October 28
when we will
discuss Educated by
Tara Westover
We will also gather a list of
books to read and discuss
in the new year.

“During the month of September we will be
collecting winter clothes to support our Mission
project!
We ask you to please donate your gently used
cold weather clothing items, such as hats,
gloves, scarves, coats, jackets, boots, sweaters,
jeans, flannel shirts, and any other clothing
items you wish to contribute.
The Give-A-Way day will be on Saturday, October
12 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the NPC parking
lot.”
If OPC members would like to help with this mission
bring your contribution to the church office and Eryn
Gallagher will make sure they get down to Nottingham
Presbyterian.
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Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs to
the church office. They are
being collected to donate to
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for
Children in Wilmington, DE.
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Sponsored by the Oxford Area Civic Association and the Oxford Area Ministerium
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Upcoming Events at the Oxford Senior Center:
October 16, 2019 – FREE WORKSHOP WITH IRA BINDER, ESQ. – Estate Planning
Demystified. Estate planning is not just for the “retired” and “wealthy.”
It’s for everyone! Wednesday, 10/16 at 6:30 p.m. This workshop is to
help you understand the value and benefits of estate planning. Mr.
Binder specializes in estate planning and describes his work as
“moving people forward in life.” Space is limited so please call or email
to RSVP (610-932-5244 or oxsrctr@zoominternet.net).

RSVP for all Oxford Senior
Center Activities by calling
the Oxford Area Senior
Center at 610-932-5244 or
Email:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

Check out the bulletin board in the first floor
hallway for complete descriptions of Senior
Center activities.

S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord) Activities

-

-
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Preschool Shares New Equipment with Congregation

Dear Church Families,
We are excited to announce that the
preschool has purchased a laminator and
Ellison machine. We would like to share the
equipment with church members to help
with your church projects. Letters, numbers,
shapes and seasonal items can be cut out
and used for projects and bulletin boards. If
you need to make a sign you could use the
Ellison machine and laminate the sign.
Maybe you would like to gather in the room
with the equipment to craft with friends.
The machines are to be used by adults only.
Please see Eryn in the office to learn how to
use them and enjoy!
Thank you!
Nicole and the preschool staff

Capital

Campaign
Status Update
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Pledges

503,000.00

Bailey Gift

317,900.00

Total Pledges

820,900.00

Pledges received to
date

393,300.00

Bailey Gift Rec'd

317,906.00

Total Pledges
Received

711,206.00
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October Birthdays

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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