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Shiloh Presbyterian Church
is hosting the Oxford
Ministerium
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Service
on January 19th at 6:30 P.M.
The speaker will be
the Rev. Sherry Lupton from
the Beloved St. John
Evangelistic Church of
Philadelphia, PA. All are
invited, and a reception will
follow the service.
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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

Thanks to Bert Gehron for
the cake to honor our new
members who were received
by the Congregation on
December 15th. Bert’s cake
decorating skills are
awesome!

SESSION NOTES
By Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
Luke 5:18-20 - Some men came carrying a
paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him
into the house to lay him before Jesus. When they
could not find a way to do this because of the
crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him
on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the
crowd, right in front of Jesus. When Jesus saw
their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are
forgiven.”
On the occasion of the start of the year, this story
from Luke, long one of my favorites, struck me
anew. Many are the stories of healings in the
Gospels, many are the miracles done by Jesus on
behalf of others, and many more perhaps, are the
arguments these kind and amazing acts spark
between Jesus and his opponents. Among that
manifold witness, this story stands out to me
because of a simple phrase, “their faith.”

Jesus forgives the sins of a paralytic man, and
later restores his ability to walk. We would
assume this act of benevolence is a response to
this man’s faith, but the story doesn’t say that.
Rather, it is the faith of a community that leads to
his being made well. His friends carry him to
Jesus, his friends ascend the house and destroy
the roof in order to lower him down. We are not
even certain, as readers, whether the individual to
be healed exhibits some of the faith that Jesus
sees, or whether that faith is lodged only within
his companions who do the heavy lifting. It
doesn’t matter. The faith is there that Jesus is this
man’s only hope, and the Lord does not
disappoint.
Looking ahead to the new year demands a look
back on what has transpired. In 2019, OPC went
through many changes. A beloved Director of
Christian Education made the move to an exciting
new call, and I made the move from transitional
to installed pastor. We saw successes and
struggles as a community. We received new
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· On Sunday, December 8, 2019, the Session
received and approved the individuals who
were presenting themselves for membership
at OPC. The Session, also, approved the
Sacrament of Baptism for the new members
(and their children) who were joining OPC by
Profession of Faith.

· On Sunday, December 15, 2019, we
welcomed new members and witnessed the
Sacrament of Baptism. What a wonderful
addition to our joyous Gaudete Sunday
service!

We are so happy to welcome the
following individuals to our OPC
fellowship (see pictures on page 13):
· Megan Goers was welcomed into our
church by Profession of Faith. Megan and
her son, Daniel, received the Sacrament of
Baptism.

· Angela Raimato was welcomed into our
church by Profession of Faith. Angela,
along with her children Henry and
Vienna, received the Sacrament of Baptism.

· Robert and Lois Philhower, Mikhal Szabo
with her children, Augustine and Clara,
and Judy Wood were received into
membership by Letter of Transfer.

· Angelica Tierson was received into
membership by Re-affirmation of Faith.

· Hillary and Gary Sycalik presented
themselves for membership in the church
by Re-affirmation of Faith and were
approved by the Session. Due to the
blessed birth of their son, Harrison Scott
Sycalik on December 12th, they will be
received sometime later this year.
Congratulations to Hillary and Gary!
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Our Session

TO: Our OPC Congregation

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

David Fomunyam
Geoffrey Henry
Steve Hill
Kay Skinner (2nd term)
Brett Spotts

Julie Allport
Joe Bauer
Ed Jefferis
Rob Shaffer (2nd Term)
Jim Sumner

Jackie Caleb
Fred Crotchfelt
Laura King

SUBJECT: Nominating Committee Report –
Elders & Deacons – December 2019
The Nominating Committee has met several
times over the last few months. Our objective is
to compose a slate of Elders and Deacons for
the class of 2022.

Barbara Baily, Clerk of Session

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2019
John Day
Sabina Fomunyam
Barbara Hill
Charlie Stoltzfus

Class of 2020
Lisa Claypoole
Carol Latsch
Gale Sauer

Class of 2021
Seth Allport
Ethel Backenstose
Beth Baity
Ann Terry

–

members into our congregation and said
goodbye to others. Along the way, so many of
you have shown the deep and abiding faith that
continually carries our community to the feet of
the Lord. Thank you. We are stronger for your
loving and determined discipleship that knows
our only hope lays in Christ and Christ alone.
As 2020 begins may we look with anticipation to
the days ahead, being quick to carry one
another’s joys and burdens, and constant in
bringing each other before the Lord in prayer.
Faithfully, Scott

We have focused on identifying those church
members who are persons of strong faith and
who can commit the time needed to share the
gifts God has given them. Volunteering is
Biblical! God has chosen us to do God’s work.
As an Elder or a Deacon, one can help shape the
ongoing ministry of OPC.
As of now, we have five people who have agreed
to stand for election as elders for the class of
2022. We have also been able to find individuals
willing to fill two vacancies that exist in the
class of 2021 and one vacancy in the class of
2020. This will mean all seats on the session
will be filled.
We began this year with a need to fill a vacancy
on the Deacon board, in addition to nominating
four people for the class of 2022. At present we
have filled the vacancy and are currently asking
specific church members if they would serve as
a Deacon.
Moving forward, we plan to elect the slate of
Elders and Deacons at the January 26 annual
church meeting. The Session will then be asked
to provide for their installation in early February.
For the January Session and Deacon meetings
we will be inviting new nominees to attend as
non-voting observers.

Please continue to pray for the work of the
nominating committee.
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Respectfully submitted
Fred Crotchfelt, Co-Chair
on behalf of Ed Jefferis Co-Chair
OPC Nominating Committee

Phone: 610-932-9640 – Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit Us on Facebook
Our Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Volume 33, Issue 1

Page 3

Community Meal
5:30-7:00 P.M. – January 26
It is FREE and OPEN to
EVERYONE.
Come and fellowship with your neighbors.

Christmas Food Boxes were picked up or delivered to 137 families this year that Neighborhood
Services Center designated as eligible and in need of a Christmas dinner. Chester County Food Bank
donated turkeys. Herr’s Potato Chip Factory donated the boxes. Flowers Bakery donated bread. Cub
Scout Pack 213 picked up canned goods from the community and Walmart. Pat’s Pizza donated
lunch for Saturday workers. Boy Scout Troop 44 helped pick up heavy boxes. Businesses, individuals,
and schools donated money and canned goods. OPC purchased eggs, butter, and some small
chickens to round out the boxes. Lisa Koza coordinated the project and did a great job. Thanks to a
good crew even in the rain, especially Andy Arthur, Ila Barlow and Bev Hartgrove!
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Ten Thousand Villages had its best year yet!
Thanks to great community and church support.
We sold: Ten Thousand Villages $7,962.53, Equal
Exchange $1,348.56, Iris Dowling Books $30, for a
TOTAL OF $9,311.09. Thanks to all who helped,
especially Carolyn Gandin, Lisa Claypool, Jackie
Caleb, Bethany Atkinson, Mary Hulse, Iris Dowling,
Neeley Spotts, Betty Gundaker, Vivian Brown and
Bev Hartgrove, Coordinator.

Our Sock/Underwear Tree received many gifts
from Preschool and OPC. Six BIG bags of socks,
underwear and toys were delivered to
Neighborhood Services Center. Thanks to all!

ACE (Advocating, Collaborating,
Educating) – Anti-Human Trafficking
Alliance of Oxford
Follow us on Facebook
Monthly Meeting: (New Time)
First Thursday: February–May
6:30 to 7:30 P.M.
The Oxford Public Library (New Location)
48 South Second Street, Oxford, PA 19363
Questions: 610-932-0337
P O Box 103, Oxford, PA 19363
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery
and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act.

December Community Meal was enjoyed by 82.
Amber Barker, Kid’s Clothing Exchange, cooked her
special meatloaf. Thank you to her and to Herman
Wharton who is our #1 DISHWASHER of the year.

Learn more at these websites:
www.polarisproject.org
www.lovel46.org
www.ice.gov/human-trafficking
www.sharedhope.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
www.slaverynomore.org
www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign

Special thanks to Clyde Prigg, our Sexton, who
keeps us going throughout all of our projects. We
couldn’t do it without him, and to the church Staff:
Eryn, Lorraine and Beth.

National Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-3737-888

Outreach
5.412
5.431
5.432
5.433
5.434
5.435
5.436
5.437

Budget Expenses 2019
Basic Mission Support
Neighborhood Services Center
Oxford Senior Center
Domestic Violence Center
Lighthouse Ministry
Miscellaneous Local Mission
Local Peacemaking Offering 25%
Christmas Food Boxes
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6,000
8,000
800
500
2,000
3,000
300
900

5.438
5.439
5.440
5.441
5.442
5.443
5.451
5.452

Community Meal Expenses
Family Promise
ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking)
Chester County Children, Inc.
Oaks Ministry
Meeting Ground
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Special Appeals/Disaster Relief

1,500
1,000
800
800
700
500
800
2,000
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Many, many thanks to ALL the Sunday School and Children’s Church
volunteer teachers (and substitutes) who tirelessly give their time
and talents to teaching the “students” of Oxford Presbyterian
Church all year long. And thank you to all the “students” for your
attendance! You all are APPRECIATED! May God continue to bless all in
this ministry!

Mark Your Calendars!
Lincoln University Choir Returns to OPC!
On Sunday, February 16, 2020 at 3:00 we will be hosting a concert which is a joint venture between
the Lincoln University Concert Choir, Vox Philia, a chamber choir from Berks County, and the Berks
Simphonetta, a chamber orchestra also from Berks County. Both of the Berks County groups are
directed by Dr. David McConnell. The Lincoln University Concert Choir is directed by Dr. Camilla
Horne. This concert will be open to the public. Freewill donations will be accepted to be divided
among the performing groups. More information about the groups and the music to be performed
will be found in the next Lamplighter.

New date! New date!
Attention all OPC Women’s Retreat ladies – we have
scheduled our retreat for 2020 for May 1st - 3rd.
This new date was for a variety of reasons which
will be discussed soon so please mark your
calendars! Additional information regarding our
theme and registration will be coming In the next
few weeks. Please spread the word!
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Our congregants enjoyed a delicious covered dish
supper in the Fellowship Hall on December 1, 2019,
followed by a very interesting presentation from the
Reverend Dr. James Kirk in the sanctuary.
Rev. Kirk spoke about Advent in a segment titled,
“Advent, A Season Looking for a Reason: An Exploration Into the Origins and
the Promise of Advent.” Many congregants attended and enjoyed this thought-provoking
conversation. We were also fortunate enough to have copies of Rev. Kirk’s book, “Meditations
for Advent and Christmas,” available for purchase. Thank you to Janet Hudler and Pastor Scott for
organizing this wonderful evening.

Concurrent to this event, our own Mollie Hearne helped the children of our congregation construct
their own “Jesse Tree” and create their own ornaments to use at home during the Advent Season.
Similar to a traditional advent calendar, the children made ornaments to hang on the Jesse Tree each
day of December leading up to Christmas. These ornaments and this special tree were used to tell the
story of Scripture from Creation to the Birth of Jesus.

Volume 33, Issue 1

Page 7

Learning Ministry

Let the little children
come to me

What a great December we had! We started off working with the Worship committee to present a great
family night of fun on the first night of Advent (see their article for details). Then it was on to our Live
Nativity on First Friday. We initially changed the location from the Green to the front lawn of OPC for
safety reasons, but it was so well received that plans are to keep it there next year. Thanks to
everyone who helped set up and clean up, to Bethany Atkinson and Ryan Hudler for portraying Mary
and Joseph, Catherine King, Max Pettit, Brett Cowan, and Tom Boyle for being wonderful animalhandling shepherds, Barb Boyle for keeping the cookies and hot chocolate flowing, Bob Hudler, Nick
from Plumpton Park Zoo, and Junior Ghartey (a Lincoln student who just happened to walk into the
church that afternoon looking for volunteer hours…God does provide) for representing the Wisemen,
Steve Hill who came out of retirement to provide sound, Barb Hill who was our parking lot attendant,
and of course to Clyde whose help and problem solving kept me sane. Lilly the camel was
accompanied by her friends, a sheep and donkey, from Plumpton Park Zoo. For all you Lilly lovers I
found out that her handlers have had her since she was six months old, she is now 15 years old, with
an average life expectancy of 50! She and her friends are already booked for next year! Chesapeake
Gold farms brought two additional sheep and two calves, which the children absolutely loved petting.
Youth group had a pizza and movie night, and enjoyed sitting in their new bean bag and bungie
chairs.
This month we will be celebrating Epiphany by helping to chalk the doors and making up kits to take
home so you can chalk your own doors.

Youth group will meet on January 12th (painting party) and on January 26th. Friends are always
welcome.
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Upcoming Events at the Oxford Senior Center:
January 7, 14, 21, 28 – 1:00 to 2:30 P.M. – Daytime Fun & Dance —
Instructor Shirley Mackey has over 23 years of dance experience ranging
from Line Dances and Swing to Jitter Bug and Two-Step. She teaches an
assortment of popular line dances such as the Electric Slide, Cha Cha, Tush
Push, Boot Scootin’ Boogie and more!! Beginner and experienced dancers
are welcome. These classes are held at Oxford Church of the Nazarene
Fellowship Hall (lower level at 116 E. Locust Street, Oxford) Cost is FREE.
R.S.V.P. please.

RSVP for all Oxford Senior
Center Activities by calling
the Oxford Area Senior
Center at 610-932-5244 or
Email:
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

Check out the
bulletin board in
the first floor
hallway for
complete
descriptions of
these activities.

January 8 – 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. – Genealogy Research Workshop with
Genealogist Steve Seivwright. Steve has a passion for local and Ashe
County, NC, Smyth/Washington/Grayson County, VA genealogy. Through
trial and error, he will share the “short cuts” he has learned over the past 22
years and methods to be an “armchair genealogical researcher.” He will
answer all your questions and more in this once-a-month class. Whether
you are advanced in your genealogy hobby or just starting out, Steve will
give you great direction. Cost is FREE. R.S.V.P. please.
January 16, & 30 – 6:30 to 8:00 P.M. – Evening Fun & Dance —
Instructor Shirley Mackey has over 23 years of dance experience ranging
from Line Dances and Swing to Jitter Bug and Two-Step. She teaches an
assortment of popular line dances such as the Electric Slide, Cha Cha, Tush
Push Boot, Scootin’ Boogie and more!! Beginner and experienced dancers
are welcome. These classes are held at Oxford Church of the Nazarene
Fellowship Hall (lower level at 116 E. Locust Street, Oxford) COST IS $5 PER
CLASS/PER PERSON. R.S.V.P. please.

Chalking the Door
Pictured at left are pieces of chalk that were given out on January 5th to
those who wanted to celebrate Epiphany by chalking their doors at home.
Below is the explanation of the tradition if you’d like to do this yourselves.
An old Epiphany tradition involves using chalk to write the letters CMB
and the numbers of the current year, separated by crosses (+), over the
doors of Christian homes:
20+C+M+B+20
The letters CMB are said to stand for the Latin phrase Christus
Mansionem Benedicat (Christ bless this house), or the names of the magi
(Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar) who visited Jesus after his birth.
We invite you to chalk your door (in a spot you can safely reach!) with the inscription above. Before or
after, you might read Matthew 2:1-12, and the following or a similar prayer may be said:
God of doors and homes, bless this home this year and every year.
Bless all who come and go through this door, both those who live here and those who visit.
May all who enter through this door come in peace and bring joy.
May all who come to this door find welcome and love.
May the love and joy in this home overflow and spread into the community and the world.
And may Jesus the Christ watch over us all. Amen.
May you have a blessed Epiphany!
Volume 33, Issue 1
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The Trains are Running at Ware Village
The Ware Village Model Railroad Club is a group of men and women residents who like model trains.
What can be wrong with that? Since its inception in 2016, members have brought various childhood
memories, experiences and perspectives.
Model railroading invites a variety of skills. Woodworking, painting, electrical, equipment
maintenance, artistic diorama and scenic design keep us busy most every week. The joy is in creating,
building, sharing…and yet never finishing the work. There are new projects to imagine, plan and
build.
And let’s not forget the social aspect of our club. Exchanging stories and memories…that may or
may not be true. Helping each other.

Our leader and Yardmaster is Bob Undercuffler, who worships at OPC. He leads us to do all that is
necessary to make this successful. We meet in the Train Club Room in our Ware Mansion House every
Monday morning – 10 A.M. until NOON.
We have occasional open houses, but you could also talk to any of several Ware resident members of
our church for a private tour.
We invite you to come and visit us!!

–

–

–
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S.A.I.L. (Single Adults In the Lord) Activities
–

–
–

-

-

Can Tabs

-

-

The next
meeting is January 27. We
will discuss Hue 1968 by
Mark Bowden

Please bring your can tabs to
the church office. They are
being collected to donate to
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for
Children in Wilmington, DE.
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Christmas at Oxford Presbyterian Church
Christmas is such a wondrous and joyful time. Below are some pictures of our church at Christmas,
The season started with our beautiful decorations. On December 15th we celebrated Gaudete Sunday
(Gaudete is Latin for “rejoice”), which included receiving our newest class of members (see Session
Notes, page 3), beautiful music from all of our choirs (Chancel Choir, Kids of the Kingdom, and Una
Voce), and the annual singing of the Halleluiah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah including members of
the congregation. On Christmas Eve we gathered to worship the birth of Jesus with the amazing
Children’s Pageant, and the always-moving candlelight service. We hope you all were able to
experience some of the wonder of the season at OPC.
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–

· We are pleased to share that the Presbytery of Donegal elected Julie Allport as a Ruling Elder
Commissioner to the 224th General Assembly. This will be held in Baltimore on June 20 – 27, 2020.
Congratulations to Julie! Please lift her up in prayer as she experiences this new faith opportunity!

· Just a reminder: Our Annual Corporation and Congregation Meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 26, 2020 (Snow date: Sunday, February 9, 2020). We will have a combined worship
service at 11:00 A.M. on that Sunday, followed by a luncheon provided by the Deacons and the
meeting. Please make every effort to attend.

· Lorraine would like to receive all reports for the Annual Report by January 13, 2020. Thank you for
all the work that goes into planning and preparing for this report and meeting.
May everyone experience and appreciate God’s many blessings in this New Year!
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–
Place:
Time:
Donation:

SPC Community Outreach Center
42 South Fifth Street, Oxford
8:30 - 10:30 A.M.
Adults, $7.00; Children (4-11),
$5.00; 3 years and under, free.

Tickets are purchased at the door.
Coordinators: Sheila Bowers and Susan Ruffin
This Breakfast has been scheduled for the second Saturday every other month. Various additional items
are included on the menu.
For information, please leave a message at the church office, 610-932-9256.

Happy New Year and Thanks for your support!!

This year we continued the tradition of a low-key approach to our annual
stewardship campaign. The campaign began on November 1st and concluded
with our pledge dedications on November 24th. As of 12/31/2019, we
received 76 pledges for at commitment of $205,611.00. In 2018, we received
88 pledges totaling 253,650.00. Thank you to those of you who returned
your pledge cards, and it is not too late to submit a pledge for 2020. Our
2020 budget relies heavily on member giving to continue the ministry of OPC
and do God’s work locally, nationally and globally.
May you have a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year.
God Bless
Geoffrey L. Henry, Chair Stewardship Committee

Capital

Campaign
Status
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Pledges

$503,000.00

Bailey Gift

$317,900.00

Total Pledges

$820,900.00

Pledges received to date

$409,925.00

Bailey Gift Received

$317,906.00

Total Pledges Received

$727,831.00
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January Birthdays
2
2
2
2
3
5
6
6
6
7
11
12
13
13

Will Taylor
Christine Vanella
Linda Hoover
Chuck Deaver, Jr.
Woody Hartgrove
Evan Adams
Taylor Lane
Logan King
Walt Osborne
Keith Walsh
Philip Atkinson
Gage Cave
Marilyn Deaver
Teressa Verkamp

14
14
14
16
17
19
20
20
20
20
20
21
23
24

Ronald Brooks
Lawrie Drennen
Ann Holton
Abbi Keefer
Turner Hannon
Phyllis Lillard
Loretta Rhodewalt
Patty McComsey
Judy Hastings
Richard Jones
Clyde Prigg
Brooke Dillard
Margaret Lauer
Mark Gundrum

24
24
27
28
28
29
29
30
30
30
31
31

James Harvey
John Duppel
Sally Tipton
Elena Olivieri
Ann Nelson
David Meyers
Robert Hook
Richard Phillips Forcey
Shayne Arnesen
Megan Caudell
Jackie Montgomery
Bob Crawford

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church – Financial Review Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees, and non-living gifts.
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