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Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church is
a family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

Lamplighter
‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Bus Stop
It happens every
September. The kids
are waiting along the
street, the buses appear around the corner and
hold up traffic. Anxious moms give one last hug
and wave good-bye, Children and youth with
stuffed backpacks climb up the yellow steps and
find a seat next to their friend.
The school year has begun!
These signs also mean new beginnings and old
routines at OPC. Rally Day and Sunday School,
New Member Classes, Apple Festival, Choirs
resurfacing, Community Meals, Stewardship Fall
Campaign, First Fridays, Nativity Scene, Advent/
Christmas, Annual Meeting, Lent/Easter,….!.?.!!?
(AAAAAGHH!)
Oops, I got little ahead of myself. Sorry. Where
was I? Oh, yes, September. Well, anyway, we are
blessed with an active congregation and
members who like to get things done serving the
Lord. I wouldn’t have it any other way. I truly
appreciate all your energy, passion and
imagination when it comes to our ministries and I
hope this year’s offering will be as exciting and
fulfilling as last year’s.
I particularly want to hear any new ideas you
might have to make our ministries even more
effective at sharing the love of Jesus Christ.
Whether it is in Worship, or Learning, or
Nurturing, or Outreach, or even Property and
Grounds, God is always doing new things among
us, and we are enriched when we become a part
of that work.
So enjoy September, my Friends, and say a prayer
for those students climbing up into the school
bus as you wait behind. May God richly bless
them and us with love.
See you in church!
PEACE,
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Pastor Kerry

Your Session just completed a Leadership
Summit meeting on communicating, moderated
by Donegal Presbytery Stated Clerk, Michael
Wilson, and coordinated by Administration &
Personnel Chair, Andrew Atkinson.
Session members are always available to
answer any questions you may have about OPC.
Anyone can serve on our Ministry Committees
without being a Session member:
Worship (Ali Verbanas)
Finance (Andy Orechovesky)
Property (Rob Shaffer)
Administration & Personnel (Andrew
Atkinson)
Learning-Christian Ed (Janet Hudler)
Outreach (Amanda Transue-Woolston)
Stewardship (Andrew Atkinson)
Membership (Janet Hudler)
Nominating (Ashley Whiteman or
Amanda Transue-Woolston).
Please feel free to contact any Session member:
Andrew Atkinson (717-468-6695)
Dave Keefer (717-529-2095)
Ediene Ringler (717-548-2048)
Janet Hudler (610-932-3572)
Kay Skinner (610-467-0939)
Lillie Spotts (Youth Rep) (410-441-8017)
Ali Verbanas (610-998-1347)
Amanda Transue-Woolston (610-880-0028)
Andy Orechovesky (717-786-8491)
Karen Olivieri (610-932-3994)
Rob Shaffer (610-755-2456)
Ashley Whiteman (484-702-7103)
Beth MacMillan (610-932-5364)
Missy Sarver (610-255-0595)
Walt Osborne (410-392-3492)
Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk (610-772-4159)
Nominating Committee is looking for new
Elders and Deacons to serve. If you are
interested, please see Amanda TransueWoolston or Ashley Whiteman for details. It is a
rewarding experience. Property Committee is
busy with upkeep of our building and The
Mission House located in the side parking lot.
Steve Doutrich and Christian Ed are gearing up
for Sunday School Rally Day on September 11!
Volunteer teachers and helpers are always
needed.
LAMPLIGHTER

HUNGER WALK 2016
The Hunger Walk this year is
on October 16, 2016. It is
chaired by the Oxford
Ministerium and the Oxford
Civic Association. Buzz Tyson
and Tara Eggers are the supervisors. OPC will
have three recruiters: Andrew Atkinson,
Don McMillan, and Jim Sumner. Each walker will
have an envelop with recording sheets and is
expected to bring the money on the day of the
walk.
The Walk will begin at the Lighthouse Youth
Center and finish there. We will have only a
one mile and a three mile walk. The four food
banks benefitting from the Walk are: Avon Grove
Bridge Food Pantry, Church of God Devine Sent
Food Cupboard, Lighthouse Youth Center,
Neighborhood Services Center.
Please consider walking and raising money and
see one of the three OPC recruiters to get your
envelop.

Patriot Day Remembrance
Concert and Community
Sing Along

September 11, 2016
7:00 P.M.
Oxford United Methodist Church
6th and Addison Streets
Oxford, PA
Free Will Offering to benefit
OUMC Harvest of Talent
and Oxford Chapter of Chester County
Meals on Wheels

Discourse
from the
Director
When we hear about
Steve Doutrich
“Christian education,” we
often think first about schooling that seeks to
operate according to biblical principles. Perhaps
we think of Church or a Christian School.
These are important forms of Christian
education, but these institutional forms are only
the tip of the iceberg. Have you ever considered,
for example, that Jesus’s Great Commission
(Matthew 28:18–20) is a charter for Christian
education?
Jesus commanded his followers to “go and make
disciples of all nations.” Jesus tells us we do this
by doing two things: (1) we baptize them in the
name of the Trinity, and then (2) we teach them
to observe all that he commanded us. We can do
this with confidence because Christ himself will
be with us always, even to the end of the age.
Christian education is as big as God and his
revelation. It goes beyond parenting and
teachers and classroom instruction to infuse
every aspect of the life. It involves not merely
donning gospel-centered glasses when we study
“spiritual” subjects, but being filled by the very
presence of God as we seek by his Spirit to
interpret all of reality in light of the revealed
Word of God.
True Christian education involves loving and
edifying instruction, grounded in God’s gracious
revelation, mediated through the work of Christ,
and applied through the ministry of the Holy
Spirit to our life.
And now, as lifelong learners in Christ, we can
truly say, “Though you have not seen him, you
love him; and even though you do not see him
now, you believe in him and are filled with an
inexpressible and glorious joy (1 Peter 1:8). That
is a truly Christian education.
Come and join us starting on September 11 in
our study of the Word of God so we can learn to
“observe all that He commended us to do.”

e
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September COMMUNITY
MEAL will be hosted by the
Girl Scouts on Sunday,
September 25 from 5:307:00 P.M. Everyone is
welcome for a good meal
and fellowship. Join us!

Season of Peace

September 4 - October 2

Jesus calls us to be peacemakers
The promise of Jesus “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God” (Matthew
5:9) is both a comfort and challenge. There are distractions everywhere threatening our peaceful lives,
and keeping us from the pursuit of a more meaningful spiritual life.
The journey of peace is a pilgrimage of our whole selves: spirit and body, heart, feet and mind. The
pursuit is an outer and inner journey toward faithful spiritual living. We need a way to learn to be
more authentically Christian in the world.
For over 30 years the Presbyterian Church has officially been committed to a more peaceful and just
world through our Peacemaking Ministry.
The Season of Peace is four weeks of ways to deepen the pursuit of peace in congregations. The
offering on Communion Sunday, October 2 is a way to contribute locally and nationally to the work of
peace. It funds the Peacemaking Committee for our denomination. It enables us to bring international
peacemakers to us, share conferences, advocate for nonviolent solutions to conflict, and provide
resources for congregations.
Four themes for this year are:

building a respectful dialogue
addressing violence in the home
bullying
human trafficking

Prepare to be inspired, enlightened and encouraged in your pilgrimage to peace.
taken from pcusa.org/evangelism

Save these dates:
September 24 - Outreach Committee is selling
Fair Trade coffee, tea, honey... Volunteers needed
at the Apple Festival.
October 16 - Oxford Hunger Walk (See article on
page 3.)
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You are invited to join the
Outreach Committee!
NEW MEMBERS NEEDED – Call
Becky Zundel with questions.
LAMPLIGHTER

Learning
Ministry
Revolution Youth Gathering  Kick off Event
Sunday Night

September 18

6 P.M.

All students grades 7-12 and parents are invited to attend!
Games

Snacks

Fun

Looking for input about Summer Mission Trip 2017.
Looking for input about Revolution Youth Gathering
discussion topics.
Looking for additional person to hang out with us!
No matter what you look like or how you dress, you
can feel free to join us for Revolution Youth
Gatherings!

Rev. Steve getting comfortable on the pulpit.
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Special
Rally Day
Hats
for all
children!!
Sept. 11
9:30 A.M.
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Unsung Heroes of OPC
The first Sunday of each month, the first Sunday of
Advent, Christmas Eve, and other times as approved
by Session. What happens then? We gather for the Lord’s
Supper, one of the two Sacraments in the PC (USA). And each
time we do, we have delicious home-baked bread. “In this meal the
Church celebrates the joyful feast of the people of God, and anticipates
the great banquet and marriage supper of the Lamb.” -Book of Order W2.4007. Thank you Beth Keefer for many years of faithfully baking our
Communion bread to share in this celebration!

Calling all OPC Presbyterian Women – Young and Old!
Your Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team wants you to
Save the Date for the

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FALL RESOURCE DAY!
NOVEMBER 5, 2016 / 9:30 A.M.
Wrightsville Presbyterian Church in Wrightsville, PA
This is an awesome opportunity to join with Presbyterian Women in
our Presbytery in learning about the work of our church. The
fellowship is rewarding and the food is always good.

PW Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves
• to nurture our faith through
prayer and Bible study,
• to support the mission of the
church worldwide,
• to work for justice and peace,
• and to build an inclusive,
caring community of women
that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
and witnesses to the promise
of God’s kingdom.

Plan to join us for both workshops and stay for lunch!
Workshop #1 / Christine Baer
Congregational Resource Developer
Church World Service
Christine studied Peacebuilding as well as Environmental
and Social Sustainability. She is passionate about creating a
more peaceful and just society.
Workshop #2 / Carol Hylkema
“No Longer Strangers”
Carol has worked with PW most of her adult life. Her current
focus of volunteer work has been with Pal Craftaid and
Israel Palestine Mission Network.
The Registration fee is $7 and lunch is $7. Registration Forms are
available in the church office.

Oxford Presbyterian Church is always ready and willing to help when needed.
Thanks to this wonderful congregation, OPC Presbyterian Women were able to
take a check for $600 to Nottingham Presbyterian Church to purchase
backpacks and supplies for the “7th Annual Back to School Fair” that was held on
August 27th at the Penns Grove School.
1,000 backpacks with grade specific supplies were distributed to children in the
Oxford Area School District.
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Here’s another puzzle to tickle your brain in advance of the 2018
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women in Louisville, KY. The
answers are in the office.
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Lorraine Vines Turns 100!

CALLING ALL KNITTERS! Learn how
to knit Prayer Squares. We seem to
need more and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the Bride’s
Parlor.

The Atkinson Book
Group – 7 P.M.
OPC LIBRARY

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
Don MacMillan reported that
the most recent donation of
tabs he took to the hospital
weighed in at over 200 lbs.!
Way to go OPC!!!!

September 26. –
Confederates in the Attic by
Tom Horowitz
Page 8
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Nurturing
Ministry
September is upon us, the Apple Festival will
soon be here, cooler days and nights, colored
leaves, the return to school. In celebration of this
wonderful season, the Deacons will be hosting an
all-inclusive, fun-filled Fall Event. We are still
brainstorming dates and themes, but a few things
we know for sure:
♦

There will be costumes!

♦

It will be one of the last Saturdays in
October.

♦

We will have games/activities, possibly
crafts, and definitely food – perhaps
with some sort of contest involved….

Stay tuned for the exciting details as we flush
them out in the coming weeks – and start
planning those costumes!
This summer, despite the heat, the MISTers have
been working hard on the church house in
preparation for its use by the Oaks Ministry. Their
efforts have resulted in much cleaning, minor

repairs, painting, and even a new dining room
chandelier. As of October 1st the house will be
officially turned over to the Oaks Ministry to
maintain going forward but you can bet the
MISTers will continue to support and provide
assistance when needed. What a great group of
men OPC has!
Although we started with a plug for our Fall
Fellowship Event, did you know that the Deacons
do way more than cook a mean meal and put on
awesome events like the Oxford History night,
Water Games, Christmas crafts, and the recent
Birthday Bash? In addition to the Fellowship
Committee and MISTers, the Board of Deacons
also supports the Wellness Council and the
Pastoral Care Committee. We are here to support
the health and well-being of our OPC family –
physically, mentally, and spiritually. Are you
aware of an individual that may need extra
prayers and support or perhaps a phone call,
card, or visit? Let a Deacon know! Is there a topic
that you are interested in learning more about
from our Wellness Council? Healthy eating or
special diets, stress reduction techniques,
options for handling interpersonal relationships?
We are here for you. Let us know your thoughts
and ideas so we can better serve you. As
Deacons, our goal is to bring OPC closer as a
church family through all our actions be it social
activities, lending a hand, comforting and aiding
others, prayer or fellowship.

Membership
Development
Our Membership Development
Committee surprised Ethel
Backenstose and her fiancé
Bill Munz with a bridal shower on
July 10. Ethel and Bill were united
in marriage on August 27.
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Join us on October 4, 2016
for a trip to the

The Magic of Beach Glass

to see

Create Your Own Photo Keepsake
Using Treasures From The Tides
Beach glass is a cherished
collectable and a reminder
of the powerful beauty that
can result when man and
nature join forces.
Local artist and beach glass
enthusiast, Cindy Witkowski, will share her
passion for the “treasures of the tide” with
a special presentation on beach glass.
Ms. Witkowski will give a brief history of
beach glass, explain the different types of
beach glass and offer suggestions for the
best places to find these gems. Participants
will decorate a photo frame embellished
with beach glass … a make-it and take-it
keepsake to capture those special beach
memories.

What is in store for couples over 50. Love
laughter and heart, this little gem, explores
them it all.
We will travel by Motor Coach, enjoy lunch,
and the show. Leave promptly at 10:30 am, so
be here by 10:15 am. Will return around 4:00
pm. The Cost of the trip is $60 and includes
the driver tip.

Join us for an overnight trip
to NYC for Christmas
November 17-18, 2016
(Thursday-Friday)

Please Join us…

Itinerary:

When: September 21, 2016 @ 7 P.M.

1 Night Lodging at Wyndham Garden Hotel,

Where: Oxford Area Senior Center
(12 E. Locust Street Oxford, PA)

1 Breakfast, Radio City Music Hall Spectacular,

To RSVP…

Call:

610-932-5244 Or

Email: oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

Tour of Lower Manhattan, Rockefeller Center,
5th Avenue Shopping, & Macy’s Herald Square and
Dinner at Dallas BBQ
Cost:

$349.99

Cost: $10 (cash only)

$200 Deposit per person when you sign up.

A special thanks to Cindy Witkowski for
graciously sharing her knowledge of beach
glass with the Oxford Area Community.

$149.99 due by September 10, 2016.
Leave:

TBD

Return: TBD
We need 40 people, More information to follow
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Meet our new Preschool Board

Pictured left to right
Back row: Steve Doutrich, Jim Sumner, David Fomunyam
Front Row: Heather McGinn, Cathy Decourcey, Janet Hudler and Nicole Hartman

I am pleased to introduce the our new preschool board. They bring experience in Special Education,
Reading Specialty, Finance, Christian Education and Public School Education. Some of our members
serve in active roles in our community and our church. Having dedicated volunteers makes my job
even more fun and exciting than before. The board has plans to build a scholarship fund, collaborate
on fundraising ideas to support the preschool and offer valuable resources to continue to enrich our
preschool program.
I am looking forward to a great school year!
Nicole Hartman, Preschool Director
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Angels and Saints Among Us
By Roy Caudill
I hope everyone has felt that incredible warmth
of giant wings of kindness and love wrapped
around them when great hardship, misfortune,
or pain has befallen them. It can’t be described,
just experienced, and then announced to ones
who have no way of understanding unless they
have felt it themselves. It may be as close to
God’s light and love as we get on this planet
and how can that be described?
Linda and I were blessed to feel those wings
many times over the last few months through
the uncountable prayers, kind words, visits,
meals, and other tokens of love that we received
from our OPC family. We love this
family and take nothing for granted;
in fact, the goodness poured upon
us only moves us more to reach out
to others whom we know seldom
feel the kindnesses we so easily
accept from the angels and saints
among us.
It’s often referred to as “paying it
forward”. “Paying” implies a debt.
We owe somebody; and it’s
impossible as a Christian not to
reflect upon the original DEBT for
our salvation when we accept the
kindnesses of those sharing the
words and teachings of our savior. Being kind
without question and expecting no repayment
or reward from others is one of man’s ultimate
challenges sometimes, but when it’s achieved
there can be no more wonderful peace and
satisfaction.
This is an understanding that too many of us
don’t achieve until too many years have passed
us by. And that leads me to a few thoughts
about Jerome Rodio, a friend we lost suddenly
and tragically this summer. From his tiny, gently
used shop J & K Slightly Touched, he sold or
gave “stuff” as small as toothpick holders to the
heft of giant mattresses and box springs. But, to
most of his friends, he shared wisdom, God’s
love, and a model for kindness that we should
all follow.
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Sadly perhaps, he taught me more about
generosity and outreach than so many years of
my early church-going ever did. He taught me
about the personal power of connection to
those in need, not just through prayer and
donation, but through direct contact and handto-hand sharing.. .and right here on the streets
of Oxford. He knew the needy by name. He
ventured into the “Tent City” of the homeless
with clothing and food and kind words, often at
night when his safety could be in jeopardy.
Jerome knew no fear that way. He dedicated
hours of service to the Lighthouse, SILO, food
banks and soup kitchens, and so many more
charitable causes.
He surprised me many times and never told me,
“No.” Once he asked, “Could you mind the store
for about an hour? I have to be over at
a yard sale to pick up all the clothing
this lady said I could have for the
shelter at the end of the day?” As
much as he loved that store, he knew
he “owned” no possessions and
trusted me with them. The first time I
asked him for a donation for the silent
auction at the Apple Festival, he
responded, “Sure, Roy, look around
and pick out a few things?” How could
I do that; and he gave me two $35.
gift certificates instead. He told me,
“Don’t take your old clothes or shoes
to Goodwill, Roy; bring them to me. I
carry things in the back of the truck
that I give to the men over in Elkton.” Two days
after his passing, I looked in the truck parked
behind the store and saw a pile of clothing and
shoes on the floor.
Jerome was a Navy veteran and a decorated
Philadelphia foot patrolman honored by the city
as a hero in 1985 for saving the life of a child in
a burning building and being hospitalized
himself. He never shared that story with his
Oxford friends despite the fact that he loved to
regale his audiences with his tales from the
streets. Humility. He was a well-respected
businessman, president of the Chamber of
Commerce, and the logical heir-apparent mayor
of Oxford. But he would have been proudest of
the title “Angel and Saint Among Us” with giant
wings urging us on to continue in his fashion,
“paying it forward.”

LAMPLIGHTER

Evangelist Steve
Wingfield
Speaking at the Lighthouse Youth Center!

Friday, September 2, 2016 – Noon
Join us for a Buzz’s BBQ Chicken picnic lunch
and an inspirational message by Steve!

Tickets are $10.00
Donations go towards the Lighthouse Youth Center’s
Building Fund and help to finish 2nd Floor.

Luncheon sponsored by
Beiler-Campbell Realtors
For more information, please contact Buzz D. Tyson
at 484-880-2018 or buzz@oxfordlighthouse.org
Volume 29, Issue 9
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September Birthdays
2
3
3
4
5
7
8
8
9
9
9
10
10
11
12
12
13

Novella Hudler
Riley Meyers
Nancy Kodish
EdiJo Dalton
Ernie Gray
Brian Hearne
David Crawford
Kirsten Northrup
Lorraine Holton
Neeley Spotts
Ron Ritter
Mason Hearne
Tricia Barlow
Jackie Slauch
David Claypoole
Michael Gehron
Charlotte Bohnsack

13
13
14
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19

Rita Perloff
Nancy Wright
Larry Herr
Dillon Williams
Joan Appleton
Joe Goss
Jennifer Berg
Richard Shrom
Dianne Hammond
Hugh McAllister
Brooke Gundrum
Rocco Vanella
Fred Brubaker
Pete Slauch
Jan Chimchirian
Mark Verbanas
Karen Moore

21
22
23
23
24
25
25
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
30

Kathleen Kamp
Christy Robinson
Sharon Fogg
Sam Terry
Zachary Koza
Virginia Hook
Bethany Atkinson
Ila Barlow
Nicole Hartman
Ali Perry
Kay Atkinson
Chris Higgins
Chase Verbanas
Denny Asel
Elizabeth Bohnsack

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
July 2016 Financial Review – Congregational Giving

INCOME
Members' Giving
Loose Oﬀering
Other Income*
TOTAL INCOME

July
$23,984.00
$872.00
$17,318.51
$42,174.51

YTD Income
$153,256.89
$8,625.01
$118,636.82
$280,518.72

YTD Budget
$149,600.00
$8,650.00
$143,017.64
$301,267.64

July
$559.00
$1,369.47
$200.12
$1,518.57
$0.00
$29,238.99
$32,886.15

YTD Expense
$1,773.75
$7,559.12
$3,711.68
$23,240.17
$17.03
$237,129.79
$273,431.54

YTD Budget
$2,490.00
$8,375.00
$4,350.00
$23,762.00
$850.00
$241,642.81
$281,469.81

MINISTRY EXPENSES
Worship
Learning
Nurturing
Outreach
Serving
Suppor ng
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME (LOSS)

$7,087.18

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
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Our Session
The Lamplighter
Volume 29, Issue 9

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Andrew Atkinson

Karen Olivieri

Beth MacMillan

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Janet Hudler

Andy Orechovesky

Walt Osborne

Dave Keefer

Rob Shaffer

Missy Sarver

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Ediene Ringler

Ali Verbanas

(vacant)

Kay Skinner

Amanda Woolston

Ashley Whiteman

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Laura King

Roy Caudill

Andy Arthur

Teressa Verkamp

Jenna Hammond

Bruce Hastings

Debbie Waltman

Bob Hudler

Danielle Stapleton

Tom Zundel

Lara Orechovesky

Herman Wharton

Joanne Herr (Youth)

Return Service Requested

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

Oxford Presbyterian Church

Our Web Page:

Our Deacons

6 Pine Street

Visit Us on Facebook

Lillie Spotts (Youth)

Oxford, PA 19363

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com

