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Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church
is a family of Christians
dedicated to sharing the
unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and
world communities.

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session
Many thanks to Julie Allport for organizing the
Laura Pattinson Scholarship Fund concert! The
music provided by Liz Hamilton, flutist, and John
Gilmour and Julia Farber on piano was
magnificent. Thanks all!!

The
Greatness of
The Small
[NOTE: The August 30 message in worship was
provided by the Youth Mission Team and featured
the scripture of Matthew 25:31-40. Check it out.]
Our society is addicted to the great. We love to
see the winners on the podium; the grandest
fireworks display; the eradication of smallpox or
cancer; the superstar singer. We celebrate E=mC2
and other breakthroughs that change the world
as we know it. We judge the value of our own
lives and our work by how many great things we
have done (or haven’t done).
But in reality, life is about the small. It’s about
the everyday things we do that we may not think
make a difference, but that really do—even
though we may never know it. Teachers know all
about the small in life. They teach each student
little snippets of knowledge every day that they
hope will be gathered together into an informed
approach to a satisfying, safe, meaningful life.
They may never see that student again, but their
efforts are never wasted.
Jesus encouraged us to remember the small in his
conversation about doing things for “the least of
these, my brothers and sisters.” Even if the world
takes little note of the small things we do in our
lives, God sees and appreciates everything.
We may not make the headlines of the evening
news, but our lives—ALL lives—matter.
See you in church!
PEACE,

Pastor Kerry

Oh, I recently read a book called “Absolutely Small”
about the impact quantum mechanics has made on
our understanding of the universe—but that’s
another essay.
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The Deacons and Everyone who decorated tables
and cakes for the Birthday Bash are to be
commended! It was excellent and we hope it
becomes an annual event.
Andrew Atkinson was voted into Donegal
Presbytery’s Camp Donegal Board of Directors.
Congrats, Andrew! Campers are needed.
Stewardship Ministry is in full swing with their
fall campaign, “Generations of Generosity.” Look
for exciting information to come soon.
Property is continuing working on replacing our
sound system and keeping the building in repair.
A request for more handicap accessibility at the
alleyway entrance has been received and plans
are in the works for easing the situation. Thanks
Dick Winchester!
Thanks to Worship Ministry for providing
wonderful summer music and continuing
throughout the year.
Membership Development is nearing completion
of their New Congregational Survey/New Time
and Talent Survey to be given to each attendee.
Please give prayerful consideration for use of
your Spiritual Gifts from God.
Lorraine Holton and Jackie Caleb represented
OPC at the Presbyterian Women Churchwide
Gathering in Minneapolis in June. They will give a
talk on their experience some time in the near
future.
September 13, 2015 – 8:15 and 11:00 services
begin again and Sunday School Rally Day at 9:30!
Thanks to Pastor Kerry and Rev. Steve for their
leadership at OPC. We are a growing congregation. Thanks to all attendees for your faithfulness
(Continued, see SESSION page 8)
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Patriot Day
Remembrance
Concert and
Community Sing
Along

September 13, 2015
7:00 P.M.
Oxford United Methodist Church
6th and Addison Streets
Oxford, PA
Free Will Offering to benefit
OUMC Harvest of Talent
and Divine Sent Food Cupboard
“This will be our response to violence:
to make music more intensely,
more beautifully,
more devotedly than ever before.”
Leonard Bernstein

Discourse
from the
Director

Steve Doutrich
September is almost here and that means a new
Sunday School year is about to begin!! AND I
am as excited as ever to begin a new year!! We
have some new teachers/helpers, new
curriculum, new topics and a great year
planned! We kick off the new year on
Sunday, September 13 at 9:30 A.M. for Rally
Day. IT IS NOT JUST FOR KIDS! Everyone is
invited to come to meet their teachers, find
their rooms and talk about what is going to be
happening in the classrooms.
Please be sure to pick up a new CE Program
booklet that has all the information you need
about our education classes.
New to the Education Team is Susan Gentile
(Preschool), Cristina Tackett (Grades 1-2-3), and
Tom Zundel (Adult Class). Please welcome them
to our Education Team. We welcome back
Tricia Barlow and Emma Spotts in Nursery and
Preschool, Donna Krauss and Hayley Allport in
1-2-3 Grades class, Andy Orechovesky and
Bob Hudler in Grades 4-5-6 class, and
Woody Hartgrove and Janet Hudler teaching
adult classes. We have an incredible teaching
staff that is excellent!
I hope you will commit to attending Sunday
School on a regular basis!

Pastor Kerry, along with Dave and
Betsy Bradford, is looking for
someone skilled in the art of mosaic
tiles. If you or someone you know
might be interested in applying your
talents towards a Bible-based
memorial project please contact Betsy
or Dave at 610-593-2035. Thanks!
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Family Promise Program is a faith based program to help
families who are homeless in southern Chester County. This
program is for families only. In May our Session at OPC voted to
consider being a support church where volunteers would assist
at the local host church which is the United Methodist Church in Oxford. However, a strong volunteer
commitment is needed to be a Support church. We are asking the congregation to participate in a
volunteer interest survey; one utilized by Family Promises. If there appears to be enough congregation
members interested in being volunteers for the program, the information will be presented to Session
to make a final decision. Surveys have been distributed in the weekly bulletins and are available in the
office. We definitely would need a volunteer coordinator, and two are recommend in case one is away.
Homelessness can seem like an overwhelming
problem. Many people wonder what one person
or congregation can do to truly make a
difference.
Family Promise provides a way for churches and
synagogues to work together to help homeless
families. Each congregation participating in the
Affiliate provides overnight lodging and meals for
three to five families (up to 14 persons) for one
week each, two or three months on a rotating
basis. Affiliate “guests" stay in each congregation
from 6:00 P.M. to 7:00 A.M. daily. Each morning
guests are taken to the day center where they
meet with the Director, care for pre-school
children, make phone calls and seek housing and
employment.
Family Promise enables us to meet important
basic needs of homeless families. Families with
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supper/Evening Volunteer (5:30 to 8:30 P.M.)
Overnight Volunteer (8:30 P.M. - 6:00 A.M.)
Breakfast Volunteer (6:00 P.M. - 7:00 A.M.)
Meal Preparation and Serving
Sunday Afternoon Setup (beds, tables, room
dividers)
Sunday Cleanup (7:00 A.M. - beds ready for
pickup)
Help with Weekly Cleanup
Help with Laundry (towels and sheets)

children make up the fastest growing segment of
the homeless population.
Usually, over half of the guests in the Affiliate are
children, and most of the children are under the
age of six. Nationally, more than 6,000
congregations participate in Family Promise with
tens of thousands of volunteers who help families
regain their independence. Volunteers are the
foundation of the Affiliate. There are many ways
that you can help. Whether you provide a hot
meal, arrange activities for children, or stay
overnight, you can make a difference in the lives
of families who have suffered the ordeal of losing
their home.
Our congregation is exploring ways we can
participate in this important ministry. Please look
at the ways you can serve below and if you are
able to help, please let the church office know.
•
•
•

•
•
•

Doctor on Call
Nurse on Call
Donate non-perishable food items (cereals,
snacks, juices, coffee, tea, peanut butter,
jelly, etc.)
Volunteer at the Family Day Center (weekends
or weekdays)
Overall Coordinator
Tutor

Please remember to turn in surveys for the Family Promise Program by September 13th.
Page 4

LAMPLIGHTER

Hunger Walk Planned – Save The Date
In cooperation with the Oxford Ministerium and the Oxford Civic
Association, a local hunger walk is being planned to support neighborhood
food pantries and programs. The Walk will be held Sunday, October 18th at
1:30 P.M. starting at Oxford Memorial Park. All the funds raised will stay in
the local community.
Local food cupboards and programs served will include the Neighborhood
Services Center (NSC), the Lighthouse Youth Center, Church of God food
bank in Barnsley, and the Bridge in West Grove. Other local food cupboards
can be included provided they have 501(c)(3) status.
Help is needed on the organizing committee to continue planning and publicizing the event. See
Jim Sumner, Bev Hartgrove, or Connie Winchester.

Fighting hunger and poverty.
Promoting peace and justice.
Church World Service has worked for
nearly seven decades with one goal:
building a world where there is
enough for all. In the face of natural disasters, violence, or
grinding poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean the difference
between sickness and health for struggling families.

Collecting CWS Hygiene Kits in September
To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One hand towel measuring approximately 16" x 28" (no
fingertip or bath towels)
One washcloth
One wide-tooth comb
One nail clipper
One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper)
One toothbrush (in original packaging)
Six standard size Band-Aids®
Place all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper
closure, remove excess air from bag, and seal. Please
do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Cartons of

Community Meal is
growing. We are serving
close to 120. Our
September Meal will be
hosted by the Outreach
Committee. It is always
free and open to
everyone.
Volume 28, Issue 9

toothpaste that have an
extended expiration date
will be added to Hygiene
Kit shipments just prior to
shipment.
Hygiene Kit value: $10
Pick up a list of supplies at
tables upstairs and downstairs.
You may donate a whole kit or
some of items needed. Thank
you!

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs to
the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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Why I Stopped Going to
Church
by Jennifer Maggio, Crosswalk.com
I grew up in the Deep South in the middle of
the Bible belt. Going to church was a way of life
for us. We went to church every Sunday and
most Wednesdays. And almost everyone I knew
did the same. Interestingly, however, my
parents rarely went with me. From the time I
can remember, I was driven to the front door of
the church and dropped off, then picked up
after services were done. As I grew older, this
made me very uncomfortable. All of my friends
had their parents with them. Why couldn’t mine
just come to church, too?!
One Sunday, the pastor delivered a message on
families and the importance of staying strong,
staying in the Word, and supporting one
another. He wanted to pray over families and
invited us all to the front of the church to
spread across the altar and stage
for prayer time together, as a family. My twin
sister and I, who were only about ten at the
time, slowly walked forward. We sat next to
each other and watched as other families – real
families, complete families – prayed with each
other. We sat alone, embarrassed. I could not
wait for service to be over so that I could bolt
out the front door. I am certain I was every
shade of red, as I hurriedly rushed to my
father’s car.
I finally mustered up the courage to ask him
why he never attended church. He explained
that after my mother died, he swore he would
never go back to church. (My mother was killed
by a drunk driver on a Sunday morning while
driving to church). He insisted, however, that it
was very important for me to go. I walked away
from that conversation confused, hurt, and
angry. Over the next several years, I continued
to attend church without my father, but after
having two children outside marriage, I, too,
fell away. My excuses were many:
The church is full of hypocrites.
I don’t fit in. There’s no one else like me.
I have a close relationship with God and
don’t need church.
I study the Bible on my own at home.
The church will judge me.
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The longer I stayed away from church, the
easier it was for me to continue to do so. And
the truth is, my journey back into God’s house
was a long, hard one. It was only after
examining my life at a very dark and lonely
time that I made the decision to return. Even
then, the urge to withdraw was strong. I
convinced myself that I did not fit in, no one
understood, and others would judge.
There isn’t one who will read this who hasn’t
come dangerously close to falling away from
church or actually doing so. John 10:10 tells us
that the enemy comes to steal, kill, and
destroy. Do we really understand that? Do we
understand that the very existence of Satan is
to destroy our hope? To kill our confidence? To
steal our fellowship? He would like nothing
more than to convince us that we do not need
the church. Yet, Hebrews 10:24-25 is clear. We
are to look for ways to motivate one another in
Christ and not avoid church. Why is that? Can
we not love the Lord if we do not attend
church? Does church attendance in some way
make us more saved? Of course not. We know
God’s grace through Jesus’ blood saves us. But
if we do not gather together, how do we get
edified, encouraged, and challenged? How do
we remain accountable? The organized
gathering together of God’s people is his
design for our Christian growth. We need it.
With droves of teens falling away from church,
single parents remaining one of the biggest
unchurched people groups in our country, and
thousands of others claiming no religion at all,
it is crucial that the body of Christ stay
connected to the house and become passionate
about getting others there. Church attendance
doesn’t save you. But life is found in God’s
house. It’s where encouragement is found.
Friendships are formed. Lives are challenged.
Stay connected.
This article is a real eye opener isn't it. The
people we don't see at church are not
necessarily turning their backs on us, but are
captives of their feelings of anger, guilt, fear or
sorrow that have come from difficulties in their
life. We have all had them at sometime or
another, mine came when my father died. I was
angry at God, stopped coming to church
(Continued, see WHY I STOPPED page 12)
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Generations
Generosity
of

As we begin preparations for our annual stewardship campaign, we would like you to think about
examples of generosity here at OPC that have
inspired and encouraged you in your own faith
journey. If you can find “archival” pictures of that
generosity, that would be GREAT! Please give
them to Andrew Atkinson or Karen Olivieri so we
can compile them for the campaign.

Many Thanks

Spiritual Gifts
Submitted By Andrew Atkinson (Stewardship)
Spiritual gifts are special powers and abilities
freely given by God through the Holy Spirit to
every believer, according to His design and
grace for the building up of the body of Christ.
Numerous scripture passages address the gifts
of the Spirit to be used in service and ministry
to the glory of God and the mutual good of the
community. In the book of Ephesians we learn
that the purpose of the gifts is to bring the
church to full maturity in Christ, a maturity that
can only take place through the well-being and
connectedness of those who make up the body.
Discovering and using our own God-given
spiritual gifts in service and ministry also
enables each of us to mature spiritually as we
discern the call of God in our lives. Paul’s letter
to the Ephesians challenges us to be a vital
spiritual fellowship in which every member
uses his or her unique gifts as participants
(“doers”) in ministry.
Volume 28, Issue 9

“It was [Jesus] who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up, until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.”
– Ephesians 4:11-13
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same
Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but
the same Lord. There are different kinds of
working, but the same God works all of them in
all men. Now to each one the manifestation of
the Spirit is given for the common good. To one
there is given through the Spirit the message of
wisdom, to another the message of knowledge
by means of the same Spirit, to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing
by that one spirit.”
– I Corinthians 12:4-9

A “Sampling” of SPIRITUAL GIFTS
(this is not an exhaustive list)
• Discernment: recognizing what is of God and
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

what is not of God
Encouragement: being present to inspire,
strengthen, and affirm others
Evangelism: sharing with others the love and
saving grace of Jesus Christ
Faith: trusting in God and acting on God’s
promises regardless of the circumstances
Giving: liberally and cheerfully giving
material resources to God’s work
Healing: faithfully praying for people who
need physical, emotional, or spiritual healing
Helping/serving: giving cheerful, practical
assistance
Hospitality: creating an environment where
others feel welcome and at ease
Mercy: offering practical, compassionate love
and comfort to those who suffer
(Continued, see SPIRITUAL GIFTS page 9)
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amazonsmile.com and the
Oxford Educational Foundation
Do you ever make
purchases through Amazon?
If so, you now have a
wonderful opportunity to
designate a local charity
that will receive .5% of the
value of your purchases
from Amazon, at no
additional cost to you. The
Oxford Educational Foundation has recently
become one of the options. In the last 13 years,
the OEF has awarded over $146,000 in Professional
Grants to teachers for materials and training, as
well as providing tutors, mentors and classroom
volunteers.
Please support the OEF every time you shop at
Amazon by setting up an "Amazon Smile" account
and choosing the Oxford Educational Foundation
as your charity. The Mission of the foundation is to
enhance the quality of education in the Oxford
Area School District and contribute to the success
of Oxford students by generating financial support
to maximize the use of community volunteers in
the schools and to enrich curricular and cocurricular activities of the school district.
Thank you for your consideration.

(SESSION Continued from page 2)

to OPC and using your God-given gifts!
Thanks to our office staff for their faithful
support!
Applications for General Assembly
Commissioners and YAAD (Youth) for 222nd
GA 2016 are now being taken. Anyone who is
or has been an Elder in the Church is eligible
to attend. Any Youth (ages 18-23) are invited
to attend, also. Dates are June 18-25, 2016
in Portland, Oregon. All expenses are paid
and to quote Elder and former attendee
Dorothea Murray, “it is an experience of a
lifetime for many people to be part of and
experience the process that our
Denomination goes through to make
important decisions about the future of our
church and to speak to the world about how
our church sees national and world
problems. It especially is important for some
of the younger people in our church who are
not familiar with this process. “
Applications are due by October 1 and will be
voted on at the November 17 meeting of
Donegal Presbytery as to who will be chosen
to represent our Presbytery. Please see
Pastor Kerry if you would like the application!
Thank you.
Peace and love

Intro to Genealogy Class
Oxford Area Senior Center on September 16th @ 7 P.M.
RSVP for this free program by September 11th
Call 610-932-5244 or Email: oxsrctr@zoominternet.net
(Refreshments will be served.)
Have you always wanted to know more about your ancestors or trace your family tree? The Oxford
Area Senior Center is offering a free genealogical workshop designed to help you begin the journey
of linking your past, present and future. Kristine Parkes, founder of Kultivate – a communications
firm dedicated to helping nonprofits grow and fulfill their mission, will teach participants how to get
started with genealogical research and how to organize findings.
Kristine Parkes is an amateur genealogist who has been tracing her and her husband’s families for
more than 15 years. She will be giving a presentation geared towards beginners and those who have
already begun tracing their heritage. Her workshop will cover the basics of genealogy, research tips
and tricks, and strategies to help satisfy your curiosity about where you come from.
Page 8
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Of course they need money, but there are also
needs for non-monetary donations. Some of these
are paper products, like paper towels, toilet
By June Hoffman
paper, hand wipes, and hand sanitizers.

His Mission

His Mission is a
If you are motivated to help His Mission with
homeless shelter in
financial contributions, send to:
Kennett Square. Our
church has supported
His Mission
this mission financially
342 Birch Street
in the past. The Mission
Kennett Square, PA 19348
serves men, women,
and families in the Southern Chester County area.
You may call them to get more information about
delivering paper products, etc. at 610-444-2559.
Two sisters have been managing His Mission
since the death of their mother, who founded the I will be glad to transport any non-monetary
donations. Call me at 610-869-3326.
Mission many years ago. They are struggling to
keep this valuable service operating to honor
their mother’s legacy.

(SPIRITUAL GIFTS Continued from page 7)

• Teaching: helping people to learn and apply scripture

Think of the wonderful variety and depth of spiritual gifts we have at Oxford Presbyterian Church,
where, as ministers of Christ, we are spiritually fed when we engage together in worship, nurture, and
service. In the next several months we will begin exploring these gifts and ways they can be used in
worship, witness, and service within our own church and local communities as well as the world at
large.
Volume 28, Issue 9
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Nurturing
Ministry
Coming Soon—New Photo Directory
We will be updating our church pictorial directory this fall. Stay
tuned for dates and information to sign up. This time we are
using a local photographer and will be producing a loose-leaf directory in-house so we will be able to
include additional information about our church family and update it regularly with new families to
keep it current.
About the Photographer
Mark Freisleben is a Professional Photographer and the sole proprietor of Freisleben
Photography, a home studio in our Oxford community.

Renewal Service September 30, 6:30 P.M.
Mary Dod Brown Chapel, Lincoln University
Last year the Oxford Ministerium and the student community at Lincoln shared a service of unity
and renewal. It was a wonderful evening of music, prayer, and fellowship. Please join in this year’s
service and celebrate our shared faith journeys.

Additional Needs for
the OPC Apple
Festival:
DONATIONS of cases of soda and
water
LOANS of portable gazebos/tents/
awnings
LOANS of hay/straw bales for
seating in performance area
LOAN of gas grill
Call the church office or e-mail
help@opcapplefestival.org to
arrange pick-up of any items.
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Summer may be for lazy days and vacations – which the
Deacons did manage to do some of – but we also found
time to enjoy the long days, warm sunshine, and
fellowship. In July we were joined by several families for a
fun and exciting evening of outdoor water games. August
saw us pampering our sweet tooth with the Birthday Bash
on August 2nd and the Ice Cream Social on the 16th. Both
events had a great turnout, and we thank everyone who
came out to help us celebrate and enjoy the end of
summer.
As the weather cools we look forward to celebrating the
very epitome of fall with our annual Hayride and Bonfire
at Kilby Cream on Saturday October 17th. Cost for this event will be $5/person, not to exceed $20/
family, and we will be providing a sign-up sheet and additional details as we get closer.
In the meantime, be sure to mark 6 P.M. on Saturday, September 12th for our Family Movie Night. We
are still awaiting a recommendation from our movie selection board but know that whatever they pick,
it will be an evening filled with enjoyment and popcorn.

PW Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves
• to nurture our faith through
prayer and Bible study,
• to support the mission of the
church worldwide,
• to work for justice and peace,
• and to build an inclusive, caring community of
women that strengthens the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of
God’s kingdom.

Thank You
Oxford Presbyterian Women wishes to thank the
Congregation for responding so generously to our
Back to School Mission. Beth wrote a check for $700
to Nottingham Presbyterian Church for the Back To
School Fair. We’re glad that we were able to
contribute to this needed mission of supplying out
fitted back pack to the children of Oxford.
Kay Skinner, PW/Missions

Pictured is the group of women from
the Synod of the Trinity who attended
the 2015 Churchwide Gathering of
Presbyterian Women in Minneapolis in
June. Jackie Caleb, Lorraine Holton,
and Kris Gerling attended from our
church. (Unfortunately Kris didn’t
make it to the photo shoot.)
Jackie and Lorraine are working on a
presentation of their experience for
the congregation for the near future.
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The Octorara Covenanter Presbyterian Foundation

Scottish Festival
Saturday, September 12, 2015
The Octorara Covenanter Presbyterian
Foundation will hold its second annual
Covenanter Scottish Festival on September 12,
2015, on the grounds of Middle Octorara
Presbyterian Church and the Octorara
Covenanter (Shrine) Church (1199 Valley Road,
Quarryville, PA). Activities will begin at 8:00
AM and close at 6:00 PM. Free parking will be
provided at the Smith Middle School, 645
Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville. Shuttles will run
every half hour beginning at 7:30 AM. Limited
handicapped parking will be available on site.
Tickets for the event can be obtained through
the Foundation website
(www.oldcovchurch.com). $10.00 for adults
twelve and over- under 12 free. Admission on
the day of the event will be $15.00 per adult –
under 12 free. All proceeds go to maintaining
and preserving the Octorara Covenanter
(Shrine) Church and its attached schoolroom
museum.
Musical performances will feature Charlie
Zahm, Fire in the Glen, The Washington
Memorial Pipe Band, Tad Marks, Carl Peterson,
Oliver McElhone, The Campbell School of
Dance, and Hannah Zettlemoyer.
This year the festival has added two new
events: a Highland Games competition and a

Piping Competition. The former is through the
Penn’s Wall organization. Events will include:
stone toss(braemar & open), weight toss for
distance (light and heavy), flaming caber toss,
caber toss, weight over bar, hammer toss (light
and heavy) and sheaf toss. The latter includes
eastern United States Pipe Band Association
sanctioned competition for pipers.
Visitors will be able to examine artifacts at the
Covenanter Church and attached schoolroom.
Items of interest from the Covenanter
traditions, Middle Octorara, and Bart Township
Schools will be on display. Virginia Landis will
be the hostess at the Church and Barry Girvin
will provide Living History. Barry will appear in
the role of Hiram Troop, Sr. who taught at the
one-room Bart High School during the years
1918 to 1927. Many residents of Bart
Township were blessed with his teaching at
other locations during his long career.
The Atkinson Book Group
will meet on August 31 at
7 P.M. at Oxford Presbyterian
Church to discuss, The Three
Clerks by Anthony Trollope.
Please bring your ideas for a
September selection.

(WHY I STOPPED Continued from page 6)

and......well, let's just say I thank God now everyday for my OPC family who helped me overcome
those feelings! The Membership Development Committee is devoted to bringing the love of Christ, and
the support of the church family, to all our members, the “regulars” and the ones who have fallen off
the attendance wagon. Please help us to reach out to the missing and stay connected. If you know of
anyone who might need encouragement please give them a call, drop them a note, or let one of us
know.
Share the Blessings of your church family!
Submitted by Janet Hudler –Membership development Committee - Chair
Laura King, Jenna Hammond, Lara Orechovesky, Dianne Hammond – committee members
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Learning
Ministry
September 13
9:30 A.M.
Fellowship Hall
Everyone is invited!! (it’s not just for kids!)
Our theme for this year is “Children of the Lord”
Revolution Youth
Gathering kicks off
Sunday, September 20
at 6 P.M.!!
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September Birthdays
3
3
3
5
7
8
8
9
9
9
10
11
12
13
13
13

Riley Meyers
Nancy Kodish
Amy Van Kleeck
Ernie Gray
Emily Klein
David Crawford
Kirsten Northrup
Lorraine Holton
Neeley Spotts
Ron Ritter
Tricia Barlow
Jackie Slauch
Michael Gehron
Charlotte Bohnsack
Rita Perloff
Rita Perloff

13
14
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
21

22
23
23
24
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
30

Nancy Wright
Larry Herr
Dillon Williams
Joan Appleton
Joe Goss
Jennifer Berg
Richard Shrom
Dianne Hammond
Hugh McAllister
Brooke Gundrum
Fred Brubaker
Pete Slauch
Jan Chimchirian
Mark Verbanas
Karen Moore
Kathleen Kamp

Christy Robinson
Sharon Fogg
Sam Terry
Zachary Koza
Virginia Hook
Ila Barlow
Michael Hartman
Nicole Hartman
Ali Perry
Kay Atkinson
Chris Higgins
Chase Verbanas
Denny Asel
Elizabeth Bohnsack

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
July 2015 Financial Review – Congregational Giving

July
$18,389.00

YTD Income
$148,212.00

YTD Budget
$137,924.00

Loose Offering

$764.55

$8,524.94

$10,882.00

Other Income*

$26,637.60

$71,067.12

$67,115.25

TOTAL INCOME

$45,791.15

$227,804.06

$215,921.25

Members’ Giving

Ministry Expenses
July

YTD Expense

YTD Budget

Worship

$626.47

$2,232.22

$1,525.00

Learning

$641.31

$9,626.41

$6,945.00

Nurturing

$1,002.49

$3,992.53

$4,035.00

Outreach

$583.60

$29,874.73

$31,864.74

$0.00

$1,141.05

$150.00

Supporting

$38,523.10

$255,582.37

$237,826.65

TOTAL EXPENSES

$41,376.97

$302,449.31

$282,346.39

Serving

NET INCOME (LOSS)

($74,645.25)

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
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Recurring Meetings/Events at Oxford Presbyterian Church (summer schedule may differ)

September 2015 Meetings and Events

Sundays:

Worship every Sunday at 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. Communion the first Sunday of every
month. Coffee Fellowship follows each service in the Parlor.
Sunday School for All Ages every Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
PW Coordinating Team Meeting–First Sunday of every month at 12:15 P.M. in the Chapel/Library.
Revolution Youth Group meets every other Sunday at 5:30 P.M. – dates may change.
Tuesdays:
Living Healthy/Living Well—Every Tuesday at 4:15 P.M. in the Parlor.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Workshop—Every Tuesday from 12:00 P.M to 2:00 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Family Literacy Program—Every Tuesday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Women, Infants and Children—The second, third and fourth Tuesdays of every month from 8:30 A.M. to
4:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (Room may vary throughout the year.)
Wednesdays: Office Staff Meeting—Every Wednesday at 10:30 A.M. in the Pastor’s Study.
Adventure Club—Every Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (September through April)
Bells of Praise Practice from 6:30 to 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary (first practice to be announced).
Chancel Choir Practice at 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary (beginning September 16).
Thursdays:
Family Literacy Program—Every Thursday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Cub Scout Pack 213—Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Bible Study with Steve Doutrich—every Thursday at 6:30 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Shalom Circle—First Thursday of every month at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Jackie Slauch.
Fridays:
Family Literacy Program—Every other Friday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
The Friendship Circle–Third Friday of every month at 2:00 P.M. in the Ware Mansion.
NA Clean and Serene—Every Friday at 7:00 P.M. in the Sonshine Room.

Special Events/Meetings in the Oxford Presbyterian Church
9/2

12p
Ministerium Meeting
Neighborhood Services Center
6:45p
Community Preschool Parents Information Night
9/3
9-11:30a
Community Preschool Open House
th
9/6 – 15 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — COMMUNION – 9:30 A.M.
9/7 – CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED – Happy Labor Day
9/8 – FIRST DAY OF PRESCHOOL
6:30a
Wellness Council Meeting
Library/Conference Room
9/10
6:30p
Thursday Night Bible Study
Bride’s Parlor
9/11
9/11 Memorial Service — More Info to Follow
9/12
9a-12p
Mandatory Reporter Training
Fellowship Hall
1:30p
Shiloh Presbyterian Church Food Tasting
Oxford Area High School
7p
Deacon’s Family Movie Night
Fellowship Hall
9/13 – 16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – Back to Two Worship Schedule
9:30a
Sunday School Rally Day
Fellowship Hall
9/14
All Day
Preschool Book Fair (9/14 through 9/18)
Fellowship Hall
9/15
6:30p
Oxford Area Historical Association
Fellowship Hall
9/16 –
7:30p
Chancel Choir Practice Begins
Sanctuary
9/17
5-8p
Oxford Area Civic Association
Library/Conference Room
9/18
6:30p
Preschool Ice Cream Social
Fellowship Hall
9/20 – 17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – New Member Class Begins at 9:30a
6p
Revolution Youth Kicks Off
Youth Group Room
9/21
7p
Deacon’s Meeting
Library/Conference Room
9/24
7p
Finance Committee Meeting
Library/Conference Room
9/25
7p
Property Committee Meeting
Library/Conference Room
9/26
9:30a-3:30p Apple Festival
Oxford Memorial Park
th
9/27 – 18 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – Blood Pressure Readings
5:30p
Community Meal
Fellowship Hall
9/30
6:30p
Renewal Service
Lincoln University
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Our Session

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit Us on Facebook

Our Web Page:
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Class of 2017

Barbara Hill

Andrew Atkinson

Karen Olivieri

Peter King

Janet Hudler

Andy Orechovesky

Bonnie Rhodes (Clerk)

Dave Keefer

Rob Shaffer

David Sauer

Ediene Ringler

Ali Verbanas

Rebecca Zundel

Kay Skinner

Amanda Woolston

Hayley Allport (Youth)

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2015

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Lisa Koza

Laura King

Roy Caudill

Cristina Tackett

[ vacant ]

Jenna Hammond

Herman Wharton

Teressa Verkamp

Bob Hudler

Ethel Backenstose

Debbie Waltman

Lara Orechovesky

Carley Stoltzfus (Youth)

Return Service Requested

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Class of 2016

Oxford Presbyterian Church

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Class of 2015

6 Pine Street

Volume 28, Issue 9

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

Oxford, PA 19363

The Lamplighter

