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The OPC Apple Festival is Saturday, September 29,
in the Oxford Memorial Park from 10a to 4p. It will
feature a wonderful assortment of delicious foods
set up and served by Ila Barlow and Patty
McComsey and crew; homemade apple pie served
by Sally Tipton and Jean McCauley; assorted
beverages (starting with morning coffee and
donuts) with Jim Abel and Jim Sumner; apple butter
cooked and stirred over an open fire by Vern Ringler and Donna Krauss
and their helpers—all this along with Peter King’s antique cider press,
games and fun events for everyone to enjoy. This year, for the kid in all of
us, we will have a fun water balloon game called Water Revenge.
All members of our congregation (all ages and talents) are needed to
participate in this one-day event to raise money for local projects of the
church. The needs in our local community are great—especially in light of
the economy. OPC traditionally supports local needs to the best of our
ability. This year’s Festival proceeds will go to the Eli Seth Matthews
Leukemia Foundation and to the Lighthouse Building Fund. Call the
church office or stop in to see how you can help.
Here are some specific needs:
♦

Apple pies for the pie table or any other type of baked goods for the
Bake Table.

♦

Sodas (12-16 oz. cans or bottles), bottled water or kids juices. Place
cases in the stairwell by the office for easy access on the 29th.
Volunteers are still needed to help
sell sodas/drinks.

♦

Books for the Book Table can also
be placed in the stairwell. For info,
call Lorraine Holton.

♦

Four wheelers or gaters to help with
set up and clean up. Set up starts
around 7-7:30a, and clean up
usually takes about an hour after
the festival is over.

♦

Someone interested in providing
hayrides for the kids.

Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the
unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and world
communities.

A Time
to Teach
The longer I spend in the
ministry, the more I am drawn
to teaching. I like sharing information
and faith with a class, whether it is filled with
young people or old. I think my sermons are often
teaching moments, too. I usually pose more
questions than I answer in my sermons (the
Socratic approach). I want people to think for
themselves about what faith means in their lives. I
don’t want to tell anyone what to think, but to
encourage everyone to explore within themselves
the power of God, and how the contrast of God’s
transcendent majesty and imminent presence
shapes their lives. This style appeals to some and
not to others, but it’s just the way I am.
For a minister, there are some pretty exciting
things happening around the church year. There
is all the activity around Advent and Christmas—
the special songs and the excitement of the baby
Jesus. There is all the preparation for Easter and

the Resurrection. But I think September might
be my favorite month in the church year. It is
the time when all the Oxford Community
Preschool children go back to school and our
hallways are filled with the sounds of laughter.
It is also the time when our Sunday School
classes are renewed with minds and spirits
fresh from summer fun. I pray that this school
year will be a time of insight and inspiration
for everyone here at OPC, and that we will all
offer thanks and support for our members and
other teachers who give their time and energy
to share their knowledge and faith with us.
I am very excited to welcome Steve Doutrich
to our Learning Ministry staff as Director of
Christian Education. Steve brings to OPC a
wealth of experience in ministry, education
and youth leadership, and he will be a valuable
asset for all of us. Please read his opening
article and welcome him to ministry here.
I hope you will all celebrate teaching and
learning with me this year.

See you in church!
PEACE,

Pastor Kerry

NOMADS Family Picnic and Kick-Off for the Year
Steve and Barb Hill’s Place
190 Village Road
Cochranville, PA 19330
4 P.M. on Saturday, September 8 - bring a covered dish and your lawn chairs
Everyone is welcome at this family picnic as we kick-off the year for NOMADS. Steve and Barb will
provide the hot dogs, rolls, condiments, paper plates utensils and napkins.
Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert. Beverages are also needed. Please respond to the
church office.
What is NOMADS you might ask? Well, “Nutritional Opportunities Meeting at Different Sites” of
course. I like to think of it as a small group dinner ministry for OPC families where we can get to
know each other as we share a common table and meal. Kerry and I and the girls have thoroughly
enjoyed participating in NOMADS since we arrived at OPC. It has been a wonderful way to deepen
our relationships with other families in the church. I began coordinating NOMADS two years ago,
after being “handed the baton” from Margo Kraybill. I hope you and your family will come to our
kick-off picnic and consider hosting or participating in NOMADS scheduled throughout the year!
Lisa Slinkard
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Discourse from the Director
Steve Doutrich – Director of Christian Education
I am so glad to finally be here!!! It has been a very long process to be hired
as the DCE. This has been an answer to my prayers to be part of a church that
loves Jesus and wants to learn more about Him and also wants to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ with the local community and world.
A little about myself: I have a BS in Bible/Christian Education from Lancaster
Bible College and a Master of Arts in Ministry from Moody Graduate School. I
served for 25 years at Grace Church at Willow Valley in Lancaster, PA as Associate Pastor of Youth
Ministries and Associate Pastor of Christian Education/Spiritual Formation. For the following three
years, I served as Pastor at the Harvest Community Church in Maytown, PA. My wife Donna and I
currently live in Marietta, PA.
It has been less than a month and I realize how much I still have to learn about OPC. My first
priority is to get the Sunday School fully staffed, and get curriculum for all the classes. Rally Day is
planned for Sunday, September 9 at 9:30 A.M. This year’s rally day will be like a big pep rally to kick
off our Sunday School year. I will be teaching the Confirmation class this year. My next priority is
Adventure Club. Much work still needs to be done on the Adventure Club program. Right now
staffing is the biggest challenge. There are openings in every class for either a Shepherd or a
helper. I am also working on putting together the curriculum for the club year. We are looking to
start Adventure Club on Wednesday, September 19. I am looking forward to teaching the Youth
group on Wednesday nights.
If you are interested in teaching or helping with Sunday School or Adventure Club, please let me
know. When you agree to a position, you will not be signed up for life. You may help as often as
you want, from every week to once a month.
Once the educational programs are running, I plan on making contacts in the community to see
how I can get involved with the school and police department.
Please help me get to know you. Please stop me on a Sunday morning and introduce yourself or
stop by the church office so we can visit. I would really enjoy getting to know you.
I would appreciate your prayers for the educational ministry that we would fulfill our mission to
know Jesus and share his love with the community and world.

Do You Remember???
“I happened to find this picture today that I thought was a cool
party of church ‘history’! The day the steeple came in on the big
flatbed I took the kids out of school so they could watch it come in
from I95 and follow it to the church. It was quite the event!”
Lynn McAllister
Editor’s Note: This is the present steeple that was built after the
church burned in May of 1989. The top of our old steeple is
preserved in the upstairs parlor next to the Bell Tower.
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Come Sing and Ring With Us!
Join the Youth Choirs!
At OPC, we have many opportunities for children and youth to praise God through music and
help to lead worship. We have singing choirs for children age 4 (by September 1) through Grade 8
and beyond and bell choirs for Grades 1-8. Youth above Grade 8 are also welcome to participate in
youth choirs. Our Cherub Choir is designed to introduce young children beginning at age 4 through
Kindergarten to church music by singing, playing instruments, and movement. These activities help
the children learn rhythm, singing on pitch, and cooperating in a group. The children sing in
worship services at least twice a year (Christmas and Palm Sunday), more if they are ready.
For youth in Grades 1-8, we have singing and bell choirs.
In both groups, the children are introduced to rhythm, note
reading, and various musical symbols. Proper technique for
both singing and handbell playing are also developed in both
choirs. The children are given the opportunity to sing and
play music of different styles, present musicals, and present
pageants.
In youth choirs at
OPC, we combine
musical lessons with
Biblical and faith
related lessons. The
children are prepared
to help lead worship with their musical offerings. They
frequently get the opportunity to choose the music that
they sing and play. The meaning of the music is discussed
so the choir members know how the music they sing and
play helps to enhance the worship service. We do this in a
fun and loving environment with a little silliness included!
Choirs meet on Wednesdays. Cherub Choir meets from 4:30-5:15 in the Cherub Choir room
located in Fellowship Hall next to the stage. Grades 1-8 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 in the bell and
singing choir rooms on the second floor. Our first day will be Wednesday, September 12. We look
forward to welcoming new and returning members as we begin another exiting year of making a
joyful noise!
Julie Allport, Beth Keefer, Dave Keefer

Page 4

LAMPLIGHTER

Volume 25, Issues 9

Page 5

Missions We Support

Local
Neighborhood Services Center
.................................... $8,140
Oxford Senior Center ............... $1,200
Domestic Violence Center
of Chester County ............. $1,300
Lighthouse Ministry ................. $2,020
Meeting Ground ..................... $1,000
Miscellaneous Local Mission ....... $9,320

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
When it comes to evangelism, I wonder how many of us
are prepared to give the reason for the hope that we have
in Jesus Christ. There are myriad reasons we shy away
from sharing our faith with others: we might be fearful, or
embarrassed, or think we don’t know how to answer if
someone asks. Perhaps we have not thought through our
own story of grace, forgiveness and hope. Maybe we have
negative examples or stereotypes of what evangelists are
—certainly not gentle or respectful.
Evangelism doesn’t have to be about guilt,
argumentativeness, and pressure sales. Sharing one’s
faith can be authentic, respectful, conversational and
borne out of relationships. In Acts 17, there is a great
story about how Paul was able to share the reason for his
hope with “gentleness and respect” with people who were
spiritual seekers (taken from PCUSA).

Christmas Food Boxes .............. $3,450
Community Meal .................... $1,000

Evangelism Sunday September, 30, 2012

Onesimus Ministries ................... $880
American Cancer Society ............. $500
Camp Donegal .......................... $500
Beyond our Area
Presbyterian Coffee Project
Mthatha Presbytery
Good News for India ................ $1,320
Church World Service .............. $2,500
Ten Thousand Villages ............. $3,500

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15, TNIV).

Missions with the Larger Church
Per Capita (sent to Presbytery)
................................... $13,604
Basic Mission Support/
to Presbytery .................. $6,000
Theological Education Fund/
to Presbytery ................... $3,500
One Great Hour of Sharing ........ $2,400
Pentecost Offering .................... $600
Peacemaking Offering (75%) ......... $900
Christmas Joy Offering ............. $1,600
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Purchase Fair Trade coffee, tea,
chocolate, cocoa, pecans, and cranberries
from farmers around the world. You’ll be
helping these farms provide a “living wage”
for their families. WE WILL BE SELLING AT
THE APPLE FESTIVAL!!
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Community Meal

“Least of These”
One of our oldest missions.

September’s meal is hosted by
Gale and David Sauer on September 30
from 5:30-7 P.M.
ALL are invited! Friends are always
welcome.

Reaching out to others is everyone’s
responsibility
It is best if we follow up with a new contact at church
within the first week of meeting. Take a look at our new
packets distributed to newcomers. Kay Skinner is the
Chairperson of Evangelism. You will see her before the
11:00 service upstairs meeting and greeting! She can always
use help. The 8:15 service needs an upstairs greeter. See
Kay if you are interested.
Our 2012 Representatives are Don
MacMillan (early service) and Andrew
Atkinson (second service). They will serve
as the contact people for the October 21
Crop Walk.

In the Church Narthex you will
see a basket where canned
goods, non-perishable items, and
cleaning and toiletry supplies
may be donated. We also have a
wagon by the front door.
Neighborhood Services Center is
meeting the growing needs of the
community.

CURRENT FOOD NEEDS
are for peanut butter,
canned meats, spaghetti
sauce.
Let's collect 3000 pounds of
food in 2012!! We are over 1200
now, thanks to your generosity!
Jesus said, “Whenever you did
this for one of the least of these,
my brothers, you did it for me.”

Walker envelopes/materials will be available on
September 11 . Our Representatives, Mac and Andrew, will
be recruiting walkers and supporters of all ages.

****************************

The Walk will convene in Oxford Memorial Park, as usual,
at 1:00 P.M. for registration, and it will take off at 1:30.

Collecting Children’s Shoes
and Boys Jeans for
Neighborhood Services
Thrift Shop

CROP Hunger Walks help children and families
worldwide–and right here in the US–to have food for today,
while building for a better tomorrow. Our local efforts are
making a huge difference...and you are part of it!
Jim Sumner and Connie Winchester are our OPC
CROPWALK Coordinators. Thanks for your support.

October 27 is the First Fall Fashion
Show/fundraiser for Neighborhood
Services Center Food Pantry featuring
clothes from NSC Thrift Shop. More details
later.
Volume 25, Issues 9
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New or Gently
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ALSO NEEDED BOYS JEANS
size 4-16
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Treating Depression
By Gale Sauer for the Wellness Council
Depression is an illness, and it can be treated successfully. Learn about medications, talk therapy and other
treatments that may be used.
A first step in escaping from the fog of depression is recognizing that it is not part of who you are.
Depression is an illness like high blood pressure, asthma and other medical problems, and it can be treated
successfully. With proper treatment and support, you could feel better in a matter of weeks. For treatment
to work, you need help from an experienced doctor, one who can recommend treatments that are likely to
work for your form of depression. A doctor may prescribe medications and/or refer you for psychotherapy
or other treatments.
Antidepressant medications
There are many medications that are used to treat depression. Experts think they work by altering the
levels of brain chemicals that affect mood. Antidepressants include:
Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs). These are the most commonly prescribed antidepressants.
They include fluoxetine (Prozac), sertraline (Zoloft), paroxetine (Paxil) and citalopram (Celexa). Common
side effects include nausea, insomnia, restlessness, dry mouth and decreased sex drive. SSRI side effects
are usually mild, and most of them will go away within a few weeks.
Other antidepressants such as bupropion (Wellbutrin), venlafaxine (Effexor) and duloxetine (Cymbalta).The
side effects of these drugs vary. They may include nausea, fatigue, weight gain, nervousness, dry mouth
and blurred vision.
Tricyclic antidepressants such as amitriptyline or desipramine. Tricyclics are an older class of drugs, and
they are more likely than SSRIs to cause side effects such as drowsiness, dry mouth and constipation. They
may be tried if other antidepressants don’t work.
Monoamine oxidase inhibitors (MAOIs). These older medications are rarely prescribed because of the risk
of serious interactions with other drugs and certain foods.
Important things to keep in mind:
Antidepressants need time to work. It may be as long as 12 weeks after you start taking an antidepressant
before you feel better.
People respond differently to antidepressants. Don’t be discouraged if one medication doesn’t work for
you. Your doctor can change the dose or prescribe a different medication. } Antidepressants often work
best when combined with psychotherapy. Therapy can sometimes get to the root of the problems that
contributed to your depression.
Do not suddenly stop taking an antidepressant. This can cause unpleasant symptoms, including a return of
depression. When you are ready to quit, your doctor can work with you to slowly taper the dose.
NOTE: Anyone being treated with antidepressants, especially people being treated for depression, should
be watched closely for worsening depression and for suicidal thinking or behavior. Close watching may be
especially important early in treatment or when the dose is changed (either increased or decreased).
Discuss any concerns with your doctor. Call 9-1-1 right away if you or anyone is having thoughts of suicide
or death. NOTE: SSRI antidepressants, such as sertraline, citalopram and paroxetine, may slightly raise the
risk of congenital heart defects if taken during the first trimester of pregnancy. Discuss the benefits and
risks of antidepressants with your doctor if you are pregnant or plan to get pregnant. Do not stop taking
these medications without first talking to your doctor.
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Psychotherapy
Psychotherapy involves talking with a mental health professional. It could be a psychiatrist, social worker,
psychologist or counselor. Therapists can help depressed people gain insights about themselves and make
positive changes in their behavior and feelings. There are many types of psychotherapy to choose from. Two
that are commonly used to treat depression are cognitive-behavioral therapy and interpersonal therapy.
Cognitive-behavioral therapy can help identify and correct negative thought patterns. This can improve a
person’s outlook and sense of self worth.
Interpersonal therapy looks at the relationships that may be at the root of depression. Psychotherapy can
often help relieve symptoms of depression. In general, people with severe depression respond best to a
combination of psychotherapy and medication.
Transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS)
Transcranial magnetic stimulation is a treatment that stimulates the brain by delivering strong, focused
magnetic pulses. It was approved in 2008 to treat major depression in adults who have not responded to
standard treatments. TMS has fewer side effects than most other treatments for depression. Scalp pain and
headache are the most common.
Electroconvulsive therapy (ECT)
During ECT, a mild electric shock is applied to the brain while the person is asleep under anesthesia. ECT is a
highly successful treatment for people with severe depression who can’t take medications. It may also be lifesaving for those at high risk for suicide. Side effects may include short-term memory loss and confusion.
Light therapy
People with severe seasonal affective disorder (SAD) often need bright light treatment (phototherapy). For
this treatment, a person sits in front of a special light box each morning for half an hour or longer. The light
box emits bright white light that is about 10 times stronger than regular lights. Side effects are uncommon
but may include headaches or eyestrain.
© 2012 United HealthCare Services, Inc. UHCEW574706-000, UnitedHealthcare/M.D.IPA May 2012 Newsletter

To Oxford Presbyterian Church
On behalf of Claymont Angler &
Sportsmen Association (C.A.S.A.), I
would like to extend our sincere
gratitude to you for taking the time
to collect and donate beverage tabs to our
organization.
With the help from the generous Parishioners of
Oxford Presbyterian Church, C.A.S.A. has been able
to donate these tabs for many years to The Ronald
McDonald House to ease the financial burden of the
families staying at the House while their loved ones
are being treated at A.I. DuPont Children’s Hospital.

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs to the
church office. They are being
collected to donate to Alfred I.
duPont Hospital for
Children in
Wilmington, DE.

After the tabs are collected, the local Ronald
McDonald House brings the collection to local
recycling centers, where they are weighed to determine their value.
The recycling center then sends a check for the total value directly to
The Ronald McDonald House. Every penny helps families stay at the
House–$10 pays for one family for one night!
By helping us, you are truly helping others!
With Great Appreciation, Gary Marshall, President, Claymont Anglers
& Sportsmen Association
Volume 25, Issues 9
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220TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY (G.A.)
MEETING IN PITTSBURGH—JUNE 30 –
JULY 7, 2012
By Dorothea Murray
I attended G.A. as a visitor. This report is an
effort to explain how G.A. works and give a
personal experience with a small portion of the
week’s work. There are approximately 650
Commissioners (Voting Delegates), who are
elected by Presbyteries all over the USA. There
are equal number Elders and Teaching Elders
(Ministers). They may not be instructed as to
how to vote at G.A., because it is thought that
the Holy Spirit moves through the proceedings,
and the Commissioner may see the issue in a
different light after hearing the debate, which is
always carried out with respect. A smaller
number of youth also vote first on every issue
and thus give the Commissioners “advice” on
how to vote. The first important vote was
Saturday night, when the Moderator, Rev. Dr.
Neal Presa, was elected for a two-year term until
the next General Assembly.
Everyone attended one of the Presbyterian
Churches in the Pittsburgh area rather than at
the Convention Center, where the G.A. meeting
was held. I worshiped at East Liberty P.C. The
worship was a moving experience aided by the
brass section of the Pittsburgh Symphony
Orchestra playing with the organ. Glorious!
Sunday afternoon I attended the luncheon
and meeting of the Presbyterian Voices for
Justice, where I was honored by being presented
the Andrew Murray Award for a lifetime of Peace
and Justice done in the world and through the
Church. This award is given each G.A. I was very
touched to be chosen to receive this award
given in my husband’s memory.

G.A. votes on many issues on many different
subjects. Some of them have to do with how we
do our work as Presbyterians. We also make
decisions on things that have to do with the
greater world around us. I observed the
Committee on the Middle East, and I was
particularly interested in what decision they
would make on Divesting our money from three
companies, whose products are used for nonpeaceful work in Israel/Palestine. I am in favor
of Divestment, because I think that would give
Israel a nudge toward reaching a peaceful
solution of a two State Solution, and, also, we
don’t want our investment money to be used to
bulldoze Palestinian homes, for instance.
The Plenary sessions began Wednesday
morning. Worship was an important part of the
week’s meeting that was both planned and
spontaneous, when the Moderator felt it was
needed in the midst of intense debate on an
issue. The vote is taken electronically with each
Commissioner having a device to push yes or
no or abstain. In seconds the result is displayed
on huge screens up on the platform on both
sides of the speakers’ platform. The vote on
Divestment didn’t come until 10:30 pm on
Thursday night. Although the Committee voted
for Divestment, there was a Minority Report that
was not for Divestment, but instead would
Boycott three items that Israel makes in
Palestine but benefits Israel. The motion was
made to make the Minority Report the main
motion, and it won by a two vote margin, and
Divestment lost.
I am always inspired at General Assembly,
because this is our family of faith coming
together to do the work of our Church. I truly
believe that the Holy Spirit moves through the
Body, even though I don’t always agree with the

Between G.A. meetings every two years
Presbyteries send Overtures on various subjects
that they want General Assembly to vote on.
Those Overtures are distributed to the various
G.A. Committees according to the area of
responsibility for each Committee.
Commissioners are randomly assigned to
Committees, which met on Monday and
Tuesday, where they debated, discussed and
voted on the Overtures assigned to them.
The Assembly Hall for the 220th
Page 10
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vote. The preaching was on Mark 2 when the men
brought the paralytic to Jesus for healing even though
they had to cut a hole in the roof to let him down
where Christ could heal him. That is the model for the
work of our Church. Maybe we don’t have to cut a hole
in the roof, but we have people who need healing in
many ways, and that is what we are about being the
place where everyone can come for the saving grace of
Christ that is free and available for all.
“Jesus Christ directly linked himself to the coming
of justice, righteousness and peace. For us to do any
less is to live a partial and incomplete gospel.” –The
Rev. Jerry Pillay of South Africa, president of the World
Communion of Reformed Churches.
For a more complete summary of the actions taken
by the 220 General Assembly Meeting, please see the
Church Office.

On July 3, 2012
Dorothea Murray
was presented with
the Voices for
Justice Andrew
Murray Award at
the Presbyterian Voices for Justice
luncheon at the 220th GA. Dorothea is the
widow of the award’s namesake and has
been a longtime advocate for the work of
the organization. Murray, a member of the
Oxford Presbytery Church, remains an
active supporter of social justice causes.
- Presbyterian News Service

Some highlights from the General Assembly:
Worship – The assembly paused daily in the midst of its business, in the same space, to worship. Each of
the preachers used the same text, Mark 2:1-12, chosen by outgoing GA Moderator, Cindy Bolbach.
Commissioners and advisory delegates prayed and sang often, using selections from the upcoming new
hymnal from the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation, Glory to God, which the assembly voted to commend
to the church (available in 2013; www.presbyterianhymnal.org).
Business – The assembly addressed roughly 800 items of business in the form of overtures, reports,
commissioner resolutions and more. We commend to you PC-biz (www.pc-biz.org), the online site where
you can read about each item of business. Some topics that were before the assembly are likely to draw
media attention—perhaps they already have where you live. We want to highlight some of them, sharing
with you the actions taken by the assembly:
Definition of marriage – The assembly chose not to change the current definition of marriage that is in the
PC(USA) constitution, namely, that marriage is a civil contract “between a man and a woman.” Rather,
through its action to approve a two-year study, the assembly is inviting the entire church to engage in serious,
deliberate conversation on this issue.
Middle East – The assembly chose not to divest from three companies participating in “non-peaceful
pursuits” in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. Rather, the assembly voted “to pursue a positive and
creative course of action with respect to the current Palestinian/Israeli conflict,” and to “devise a plan of
active engagement and projects that will support collaboration among Christians, Jews, and Muslims.” The
assembly also approved a boycott on “all Israeli products coming from the occupied Palestinian territories.”
1001 Movement – The assembly overwhelming supported a movement to create 1001 worshiping
communities (www.onethousandone.org). Those communities of faith will perhaps look much different from
traditional congregations, but those that are already underway—in coffee shops, shopping malls, even on
bicycles—are changing the world and the church for the sake of the gospel.
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Presbyterian Women
The Shalom Circle and the Women of Faith Circle will
begin their Fall schedule in September. The Shalom
Circle will meet the first Thursday (September 6 at 7) in
the Library and Women of Faith will meet the third Friday
(September 21 at 2) at Ware. Both circles will be using
the 2012-2013 Horizons Bible Study - “DISPATCHES TO
GOD’S HOUSEHOLD: THE GENERAL EPISTLES.”
The six books of the New Testament explored in this
study-1 and 2 Peter, John 1-3, and Jude-teach us what it
means to live in community, what it means to belong to
the household of God. These letters were written to be
shared and read aloud in early Christian communities.
These letters were meant to inspire and comfort the
faithful in first-century Asia Minor, but they continue to
speak to us today as we grapple with how to live in
community as disciples of Christ as God calls us to live
as sisters and brothers, serving one another in
truthfulness and love as members of God’s household.
The annual Bible Study Workshop sponsored by
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Donegal was
held in our church August 18 where the above study was
introduced.
Study books are provided for those who would like to
be a part of either circle.

OPC Kitchen

PW Purpose
Forgiven and freed by
God in Jesus Christ, and
empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we commit
ourselves
•
•
•
•

to nurture our faith
through prayer and Bible study,
to support the mission of the church
worldwide,
to work for justice and peace,
and to build an inclusive, caring
community of women that
strengthens the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and witnesses to the
promise of God’s kingdom.

Thank You
Our congregation has out done its self
again by being very generous with
donations of school supplies. Our boxes
became so over loaded we asked
Nottingham Church to come get our
donation a week early, and a second load
was picked up on Friday the 17th.
Many school children will be well
prepared as they go back to school this
year. Our Presbyterian Women’s Mission
has been a big success. May you be
blessed as you have blessed others.

Our kitchen is fully licensed
by the Chester County Board
of Health and has been since
its completion and we were
Kay Skinner/ Presbyterian Women-OPC
able to move into our new
facility twenty some years ago.
Being licensed allows us to serve meals to the public–such as the
Community Meal on the last Sunday of the month, Lenten lunches, the
Apple Festival (although we do purchase a special license to serve food in
the park), and any fund raisers we may have that involves serving food to
the public. We limit the use of the kitchen to Second Presbyterian Church, The Lighthouse and the
ladies who prepare and serve dinners to the Scout troops sponsored by our church. These groups
purchase a license for each event.
We have four licensed food managers whose job it is to oversee the use of the facility–to make
sure the regulations are followed. Our managers are Patty McComsey, Teresa Verkamp, Jackie
Slauch and Dave Keefer. Each has completed the training provided by the Board of Health. Their
licenses, as well as the church license, are hung on a wall in the kitchen. PW has been responsible
for the kitchen since its beginning and have helped to make it a state-of-the-art facility.
However, it does not require all of the above to help in the kitchen in preparing food and serving
or making cakes or cookies for the many events we handle. We need help and ask that you consider
being a part of the kitchen crew. Let us know if we can call on you for help occasionally.
Sally Tipton, Ila Barlow, Helen DeBacco, Patty McComsey, Jackie Slauch, Jean McCauley
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Here Comes the Pony Express!
Abundant Joy—Overflowing Generosity

2013 Stewardship
Campaign KickKick-Off
Riders Wanted—No Experience Necessary!
September finds us dusting off the trail bags—
the Pony Express will again begin galloping
around our community. Riders will carry the
saddlebags with details of the terrific
ministries of OPC and commitment cards for
2013 to every member family of our church.
Session members will support the riders as
Trail Bosses to help the process along.

who we are at OPC. In other words, our gifts
produce “Abundant Joy.”
At the same time, the simple act of
committing and giving to the ministries of the
church produces within us a sense of wellbeing and peace. As we have been freely given
God’s lovingkindness, so we freely give from
God’s bounty. This is “Overflowing
Generosity” and is a sign of ever-deeper
discipleship.
We have a challenge this year in our
stewardship. In 2012, we will have a Director
of Christian Education on board for only 5
months and our budget is a little stretched.
Next year, we will have a full year of salary and
benefits for Steve Doutrich that we will be
funding. Our learning ministry is also
expanding in other ways, and the cost of
utilities and everything else continues to rise.
Proportional Giving is a special way of
establishing a new relationship with God
through stewardship. We make commitments
with our financial resources all the time
through various contractual obligations—
house payment, car payment, etc. Those are
all commitments to pay specific amounts
regularly.

This year’s theme reminds us that our gifts
to the ministries of the church can satisfy
hungers around the world (OUTREACH), teach
open hearts about God’s overwhelming grace
(LEARNING), lift spirits and connect us to each
other (NURTURING), and raise voices to praise
God in heaven (WORSHIPING). These are our
four core ministries that, together, make us
Volume 25, Issues 9

Church stewardship is different. We don’t
have contracts with the church for payment.
Instead, we encourage everyone to consider
their commitment to the church to be a
covenant with God, a covenant based on God’s
grace in our lives. We ask, “How has God
blessed my life with Abundant Joy?...How
can I respond with Overflowing
Generosity?” A proportion of those blessings
has always been the biblical understanding of
our response to God. The materials in your
information packet will help you with
proportional giving. We hope you will use
these tools with prayer and thanksgiving.
— The Stewardship Committee
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MEDICARE 101
LEARN ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS
The VOLUNTEERS of the State Health System
Insurance Program of
CHESTER COUNTY APPRISE
Cordially invite you to attend a FREE UPDATE SESSION
for Southern Chester County residents
If you will be joining the ranks of Medicare soon, are already in the Medicare system and have
questions, or you just want to understand what this Federal program is all about, this session is
for you. Members of the APPRISE program, Pennsylvania’s volunteer statewide program of
insurance consultation, will present an overview of Medicare including the definitions of Medicare
A, B, C; exploration of the drug benefit (Part D), types of health care insurance available in
Chester County, benefits available to low-income beneficiaries, and things to consider when
selecting your medical coverage. A question and answer session will follow the presentations.

7:00 P.M. Monday, September 10, 2012
To reserve a seat And/or for further information
Call the Senior Center at 610-932-5244

Dean Sapp and The Harford Express (traditional based
bluegrass band) will hold a concert on September 22 at the
Oxford Friends Meeting House. Tickets are $12 adults,
$10 seniors, children under 12 are free. Proceeds will
benefit the George Fox Friends School.
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2012 Mission Team Shares Their Love and Skills in West Virginia
In July, our intrepid Mission Team made their way to Panther Christian Outreach in West
Virginia.
Along with several other churches from all over the U.S., they spent the week in the heart of
Appalachia with Son Servants. Each day, they went out to a work site, helping to repair and rebuild
homes. Each evening, they returned to the camp for a time of worship and devotion.
Take some time to talk with them about their experience, and see how God is working in our
lives today.
Our Leaders were: Andy Arthur, Scott and Dyan Stevenson and Judy Kamp.
Youth Team Members: Kathleen Kamp, Bennett Spotts, Jacob Stevenson, Jacob Gane, Brooke
Dillard, and Michael Schoff.

OPC’s 2012 Mission Team
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September Birthdays
1
1
3
3
3
5
5
5
8
8
8
9
9
9
10
11

Melissa Kurman
Kaylee Hopkins
Nancy Kodish
Amy Van Kleeck
Riley Meyers
Ernest Gray
Janet Newill
Frank Guzzo
David Crawford
Kirsten Northrup
Carol Lewis
Lorraine Holton
Neeley Spotts
Ronald Ritter
Tricia Barlow
Jacqueline Slauch

12
13
14
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
19

Michael Gehron
Nancy Wright
J. Lawrence Herr
Joan Appleton
Joseph Goss
Jennifer Berg
Richard Shrom
Dillon Williams
Dianne Hammond
Hugh McAllister
Brooke Gundrum
Frederick Brubaker
Peter Slauch
Jan Chimchirian
Mark Verbanas
Karen Moore

21
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
26
26
27
27
28
28

Kathleen Kamp
Christy Robinson
Sharon Fogg
Samuel Terry
Mark Atkinson
Zachary Koza
Virginia Hook
Connor Evans-Ralston
Ila Barlow
Nicole Hartman
Kay Atkinson
Christine Higgins
Dennis Asel
Chase Verbanas

If yours or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please
contact the office. We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

The family of Eleanor Rhodes Ross
would like to thank everyone for
their calls, sympathy cards, and
many acts of kindness during the
illness and death of our beloved
sister. Your thoughtfulness was
sincerely appreciated.

Dear OPC,
Thank you so much for the box of goodies that you sent to me. It was an unexpected surprise to get it in
the mail, and it really brightened my day. Thank you for thinking of me!

Amanda Boyd
Editor’s Note: Amanda is currently serving our country in the military and was one of the service people
the Deacons sent care packages to this past spring.
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Our Newest Members
Please meet our newest members of the
Oxford Presbyterian Church family.

Barbara Boyle

Lauren Gingerich

Barb and Ron Ritter

Stacy Ruth
Volume 25, Issues 9

Jan Sisemore
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BacktoChurch BaitandSwitch
August 8, 2012 by Thom Schultz, founder of Group Publishing
It’s time to crank up the new season. As the new church year approaches, church leaders begin
to roll out varied efforts to entice the unchurched to fill the pews. Churches across the country use
all kinds of back-to-church lures: special events, comedy concerts, giveaways, fish frys, and creative
advertising. But do these efforts work? Well, these techniques seem to tempt some people to check
out a church. The trouble is, once they come, too many never return.
Organizers of a national back-to-church Sunday effort report that participating churches reported
a 25 percent bump in the designated back-to-church Sunday attendance after last year’s marketing
campaign. But we know that most churches in North America continue to see flat or declining
overall attendance. Often, it’s a case of bait-and-switch. People are seduced with the candy of a
special enticement, but when they come to the main course they’re fed the same old spinach they
remember from their childhood. (Yes, I know you may say the spinach is good for them. But it
doesn’t matter if they won’t eat it.)
There’s a back-to-church video circulating that utilizes a catchy rap featuring various cool pastor
figures urging “everybody in the nation, find a location” for Back-to-Church Sunday. This pastor rap
is very well-written and performed. It’s funny, engaging, and makes today’s churches look friendly
and inviting. And it may very well succeed in tempting some people to try out a church in their
neighborhood. “If that’s what church is like, I’m in.” The trouble is, the vibe in much of today’s
advertising is too often a total disconnect with the “product” on Sunday morning. And, ultimately,
the population develops a sour perception of an entity that advertises one thing and delivers
another. To them, it’s one more example of church people’s hypocrisy.
I love the concept of using creative, fun, engaging, relational, and friendly methods to encourage
people to consider participating in a church. But, if we wish to be truly effective, we can’t neglect
the harder work of providing a truly meaningful experience that is worthy of the advertising.
The United Church of Canada invested in a five-year, $10.5 million campaign to change the
public’s perceptions. Keith Howard, the executive director of the effort, said, “The ultimate goal was
to try to alter the perception of church as a place that was all about telling, control, and exclusion.”
So, Howard and his team created an edgy national advertising campaign and an accompanying
discussion-oriented website, WonderCafe.ca. The advertising and website generated a huge
response. A leading nationally-circulated newspaper, The Globe and Mail, ran a front-page story on
the campaign. The Wonder Cafe website crashed under the deluge of visitors. The population
became enthralled with the lively discussion of intriguing spiritual issues. As a result, some people
did indeed visit their local United Church. But, the leaders and the members of these congregations
were often unprepared for the young adults who came seeking the kind of engagement they found
on the website and in the ads.
Howard explained that today’s cultural climate is all about relationship. The people who were
hooked by Wonder Cafe came looking for authentic relationship at the church. But those in the
church “simply didn’t know how to talk to these people,” he said. “There is a distinct difference
between being friendly and being hospitable.” He explained that people may find a form of
“friendliness” in the employees at 7-11 or McDonald’s–or the churches. But the true hospitality that
people crave is lacking. So the young church visitors didn’t stick.
The Canadians commissioned in-depth research to determine why people are not returning to
church. The study found that people viewed the church as arrogant, judgmental and unwilling to
listen. “We are the reason people don’t come to church,” Howard said. Now he encourages his
churches to build ministry through relationships, learn authentic hospitality, “tell” less and listen
more, and provide prime time for people to share their own faith stories.
If we want people to come back to church–not just for “catch and release”–we need to work on
what they’ll find inside.
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September 2012
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

First day of
Preschool

10:30a Staff Meeting

12p First Friday
Lunch Bunch-TBA

4p NOMADS
Picnic

14

15

COMMUNION

LABOR DAY

8:15a & 11a Worship

OFFICE CLOSED

9:30a Sunday School
for all ages

RALLY DAY
8:15a & 11a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
for all ages

10

11

9:30a Lectionary
Bible Study

8:30a-4p WIC–FH

7p CE Meeting-Lib.

7p CROP Walk
Kickoff-Lib.

4:15p LHLW

7p Wellness
Council-Parlor

7p Session Meeting –
Library

16

17

8:15a Worship-Sanct. 9:30a Lectionary
9:30a Sunday School
Bible Study
11:00a Worship in
Memorial Park
12p Church Picnic
12p Deacons MeetingLibrary

23

24

8:15a & 11a Worship

9:30a Lectionary
Bible Study

9:30a Sunday School
for all ages

Bell Choir Start Date
to be announced.

Pastor Kerry leads
worship at Ware

9

7:30p Chancel Choir
Starts

18

12
10:30a Staff Meeting
4:30p-Youth Choir
Starts
4:30—Cherub Choir
Starts
7:30p Chancel Choir

7p Shalom
Circle—Lib
Pack 213 Leaders
Mtg.-FH

13
Pack 213 MeetingFH

Faith-based
Preschool

19

20

21

8:30a-4p WIC–FH

10:30a Staff Meeting

10a-1p Even Start

10a-1p Even Start

6p Adventure Club

5p OACA-Lib.

4:15p LHLW

7:30p Chancel Choir

10a Case of Comfort
Sewing-FH
2p Women of Faith
Circle-Ware
Mansion

7p OAHA-FH

22

International
Day of Peace

25

26

27

8:30a-4p WIC–FH

10:30a Staff Meeting

10a-1p Even Start

10a-1p Even Start

6p Adventure Club

4:15p LHLW

7:30p Chancel Choir

28
Faith-based
Preschool

29
Apple
Festival

Presbytery Mtg.—
First York

30
INVITE A FRIEND
TO CHURCH DAY
8:15a & 11a Worship
BLOOD PRESSURE
9:30a Sunday School
for all ages
5:30p Community
Meal-FH
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Key: Lib. = Library (1st floor)
FH = Fellowship Hall
WIC = Women, Infants
and Children
LHLW = Living Healthy
Living Well
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail:
opc@oxfordpresbyterian.org

Our Web Page:
http://
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Chris Arthur
Vivian Brown
Eryn Gallagher
Bev Hartgrove
Barb Hill
Jim McLeod

Whitney Bradford
Kay Atkinson
Rich Lombardi
Dotty Philips
Mark Verbanas

Joe Bauer
Bill Gundrum
Don MacMillan
Bruce Van Kleeck
Hal Walls
Charlie Wichhart

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service
Class of 2012

Class of 2013

Class of 2014

Victoria King

Andy Arthur

Lisa Claypoole

Ann Terry

Lisa Slinkard

Alberta Gehron

Gene Turns

Neeley Spotts

Charlie Stoltzfus

Jamie Workman

Judy Walls

Teressa Verkamp

Return Service Requested

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Class of 2014

Oxford Presbyterian Church

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Class of 2013

6 Pine Street
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Class of 2012

Oxford, PA 19363
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