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Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church is
a family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

Worship in the
Park and Blessing
of the Animals
June 12th 11:00 A.M.
Oxford Memorial Park
Bring out your Pets!
Sunday, June 12th at the 11:00 A.M.
Worship in the Park we will be
having a Blessing of the Animals. All friendly pets are welcome–no
matter how big or small! Please be sure to have all pets contained
or on a leash so as to avoid any unwelcome advances. Also please
be sure to bring some bags to clean up after your pet if necessary.
After worship the Deacons will host lunch. They will provide hot
dogs, burgers, drinks, and all paper products and utensils. Please
bring a covered dish to share. Also, bring a lawn chair or blanket.
There will also be an 8:15 service in the Sanctuary.

Summer Worship Schedule
Starting June 19th through
September 4
One Worship Service at 9:30 A.M.

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Studying
the Bible
As you might expect, I
spend a lot of time reading and studying the
Bible. It is the primary reference resource for our
faith journeys, and it is the sourcebook that I try
to interpret for our common worship times each
Sunday. The Bible provides us with comfort as
well as challenge; with “Aha!” moments and “Oh
no!” moments. It can be inspiring and frustrating,
sometimes at the same time. It can provide clear
answers to the big questions (some of them
anyway) and be maddeningly opaque about the
simplest thing. Two people can read the very
same passage and come to two very different
conclusions.
The Bible’s purpose is to help us understand God
(Father/Son/Holy Spirit) and the relationship
between God, humanity, and the world around
us. But many times, the insights the Bible gives
us are more about the mundane (literally the
“world-ish”) than about the divine.
The Bible was written under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit but every trembling hand of the many
transcribers of that inspiration struggled with the
limits of human understanding and language as
they sought to convey their experiences of this
awesome, loving-yet-terrifying God.
With all these conflicting results of studying the
Bible, is it really worth all the effort? Absolutely! I
do it every day and I love it. And I commend it to
you this summer. Find a new passage. Live with it
for a while. Close your eyes and breathe deep and
slow as you consider how those words affect your
journey of faith.
Let God speak to your heart.

See you in church!
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Upcoming OPC worship schedule:
May 29:
June 5:

New Members recognized.
ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 11 AM – Joint
Communion with Shiloh Presbyterian.
Lunch to follow service.
June 12: 8:15 am – at the Church;
11 am – at Oxford Memorial Park
(Blessing of the Animals).
June 19 thru September 4: ONE SERVICE ONLY AT
9:30 AM.
September 11: Sunday School RALLY DAY! Begin
two services – 8:15 & 11 am.
We WELCOME our newest members: Dale and
Elaine Pennell, Joe and EdiJo Dalton, John and
Carol Day, Christopher and Kimberly Johnson
(son Alex), Mollie Hearne (children Kora and
Mason), Jamie and Rachel Neumoyer (children
Andrew and Easton).
The Clean Green Task Force (Karen Olivieri,
Chair) has been established to clean up our
Green! The IT Committee (Lara Orechovesky,
Chair) will be working on upgrading our
computer systems, internet security, etc. Apple
Festival plans are progressing well. All of the
vendor spots are taken!
Presbyterian Women coordinating team is looking
for a new moderator and women to join a most
useful, helpful and caring group of ladies. Please
see Kay Skinner or Lorraine Holton for details.
Thank you.
Many thanks to the Deacons and the “Once Upon
a Time in Oxford” presenters for the pot luck
dinner! A good time was had by all and don’t be
surprised if another one turns up soon!

Enjoy!

PEACE,

A BIG Thank You to ALL the Christian Ed workers
for their dedicated service throughout the Sunday
School year. Gear up for fall Rally Day on
September 11! New workers are always welcome.
Please see Steve Doutrich or Janet Hudler. What a
spirit-lifting, heartwarming service given by our
WONDERFUL YOUTH on May 22! And to our KIDS
OF THE KINGDOM for their magnificent “100%
Chance of Rain” program! Hats off and kudos to
ALL!

Pastor Kerry

Have a happy and safe God-blessed summer!
LAMPLIGHTER

OPC will be a participating team
again this year in the Relay for
Life of Oxford. We are now a
little less than a month away
from this organized, overnight
fundraising event.

Are you ready?
There are still several ways to be involved
with the OPC Relay for Life Team
Sign up to walk as a team member, survivor,
or caretaker.
Donate to our team or a participating team
member.
Volunteer to help us at the event with set-up,
tear-down, or running the silent auction.
Dedicate a Luminaria to remember loved ones
lost to cancer or to honor those currently
battling the disease.
We hope that many of you have been able to
dedicate a few minutes each day over the month
of May to reflect on the Relay for Life Prayer and
Giving Calendar. Someone will be available
before and after church on June 5th to accept any
donations that you have felt led to make.
We also want to thank everyone for the support
we have already received as we Celebrate those
who have won their battle against cancer,
Support those still in the battle, Remember
those no longer with us, and Fight Back against
this disease that robs so many of so much.

This event truly embodies our hope for the
future so make sure to get your walking
shoes ready and mark your calendar!
June 17, 2016 at 4 P.M. through Noon on
June 18 at the Oxford Area Football
Stadium (301 S. 5th Street, Oxford)
For more information contact Barbara Boyle
at 484-667-2022 or bboyle57@gmail.com
(or visit the Oxford event at
www.relayforlife.org/paoxford)
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Discourse
from the
Director
It is Vacation Bible School
month! One of the
biggest outreach
ministries of our church
is our VBS program where
Steve Doutrich
we get to share the
Gospel with community
children. What a tremendous opportunity we
have to show boys and girls how to get to
heaven. I hope that you will consider
volunteering for the week. We need:
people to handle registration.
people who will be Camper guides (PreK & K;
Grades 1-2; Grades 3-4; Grades 5-6)
people to help with set up on Sunday
afternoon, June 19
people to help with set up now!
people to help build a tree puppet stage now
people to help with snacks
people to help with Dinner with Dad.
We can use you one night or all five nights
depending on your schedule. Please join us for
an exciting week at Camp Discovery!
New this year to VBS is a program for adults.
Pastor Kerry will be leading a Journey through
the Old Testament explaining how everything
fits together from an historical standpoint. You
will learn the major themes of the OT and how it
is a narrative of God’s love for his people. I hope
you will join us upstairs in the parlor.

e
S te v
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June COMMUNITY
MEAL will be hosted by
the OPC Kitchen Crew
on Sunday, June 26
from 5:30-7:00 P.M. It is
FREE and OPEN to
EVERYONE. Come and
fellowship with your
neighbors.
• $100 to Oxford Fire Department in honor of

OPC Missions
The Outreach Committee is tasked with
“Outreach to local and world communities”
Three subcommittees include:
1. Social Justice & Peacemaking
2. Evangelism and Mission
3. Community Relations

Community Meals and Christmas Food Box
Ministry are special projects that OPC supports.

Christmas Food Box Program Manager (PM)
and Assistant Needed
At this time we are searching for a Program
Manager to coordinate the Christmas Food Box
Ministry. They will have the backing of a strong
group with program knowledge. For more
information contact Amanda Woolston or
Bev Hartgrove.
Additional funds have been disbursed for
Missions.
Miscellaneous
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• 25% supports Young Adult Volunteer (YAV)

experiences around the world
• 25% goes to vital programs with youth
• 10% helps children at risk
• 40% stays with local congregations
OPC’s part of this offering will go to the local
YAV program that started up last year in
Philadelphia. Thank you for your contributions
LAST DAY to donate HYGIENE KITS is June 12.
Help us replenish Church World Service supplies
for natural disaster, violence or poverty.
Pick up a list of supplies needed or donate $15
for cost of a kit. Designate hygiene kit in memo
on check. We cannot help all the people, but we
can help one person at a time. Thank you for
supporting this mission.
Community Meals Sign up still has August left
for a host group. Any group may consider this
for community service hours. Families, church
committees welcome! See Teressa Verkamp for
questions about hosting.

local

• $500 for earthquakes and local flooding to

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA)
• $400 to Meeting Ground, a Cecil County
Program for homeless shelters and
assistance

We are grateful for a generous congregation and
a giving heart.
Pentecost Offering will support ministries to
help young children in their faith journeys,
fellowship and service.

Current missions supported are Basic Missions
Support (to Presbytery), Neighborhood Services
Center, Oxford Senior Center, Domestic
Violence Center of Chester County, Lighthouse
Youth Center, Family Promise, Camp Donegal,
ACE (Anti-Human Trafficking), Chester County
Children, Inc., Oaks Ministry, and Onesimus
Prison Ministry.

Disbursements
from
missions include:

Father’s Day

You are invited to join the
Outreach Committee – NEW
MEMBERS NEEDED – Call Becky
Zundel for questions.
LAMPLIGHTER

Why do you Help People?
Some Stories, Some Revelations, and a Personal Calling to YOU
By Amanda Transue-Woolston, Outreach Committee
Not too long ago, I was a nursing student. Bright
-eyed and full of vision, I was eager to don some
scrubs and a stethoscope and walk the halls of a
hospital as a Registered Nurse. One of my most
vivid memories of the nursing classroom is
watching my professors go around the room and
ask students, “Why do you want to be a nurse?”
Each and every student, young and old, from all
walks of life answered, “Because I want to help
people.”
I quit nursing school and changed majors; so
that story ends there. But I told you that story to
tell you another one. Flash forward to me as a
slightly older student, sitting in classrooms of
my new major. Social work. For both my
bachelor’s in social work and my master’s
degrees, professors went around the room and
asked students,” why do you want to be a social
worker?” And each and every student answered,
“Because I want to help people.”
As an aside nugget of humor and brilliance, if
you ask my husband why he is a firefighter and
paramedic, he will tell you, “Because I like fire,
and I can’t sit still.”

I want you to know that the “helping
professions”—nurses, social workers, fire/EMS/
police, teachers—do not have the corner market
on “helping people.” If you sell cars, you help
people access transportation. If you clean, build,
or pave roadways, you help us all access places
we need to go. If you are an administrative
assistant, you help connect people to
information. If you babysit or nanny, you help
nurture a child whose parents are away helping
people. If you work with IT or electronics, you
are helping support the infrastructure and
commerce upon which our world increasingly
relies. If you sell clothes or jewelry, you help
people look their best and create traditions. If
you cook or serve food, you help people access
nutrition and self-care. If you bank or plan
finances, you help people prepare for a secure
future.
I could turn this into a “who helps game” and
likely discover how every profession and
vocation there is legitimately “helps people” in
ways our world could not function without them.
Everyone “helps” someone some time. Most of
us? All the time.
(Continued on page 9)
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Learning
Ministry

June 19-23 – 6:30-8:30 P.M.
Contact Steve D. or Janet H.
to help!!!

Highlights
of
Sunday School
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As of 5/13, all of our vendor spots are sold out, with
the exception of one food truck space. We are in the
process of formulating a plan to allow table space for
additional OPC groups and other non-profits who
would like to be there, but who don’t need a full 10×
10’ booth space. The number of spaces will be very
limited, so please contact Lorraine right away if you
would like to get on the waiting list for this area.
While you are getting your house ready for summer,
keep an eye out for items you might like to donate to
our silent auction and our book sale. The proceeds of
this year’s event will benefit OPC and the accessible
playground project in Oxford Memorial Park. We appreciate your support!
Event website: http://www.opcapplefestival.org/

FI R
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F
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Friday, June 3, meeting at the church at 11:30 going to
Tanglewood for lunch. PLEASE sign up in the church
office or call Sally Tipton (610-932-6854).

CALLING ALL KNITTERS! Learn how
to knit Prayer Squares. We seem to
need more and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the Bride’s
Parlor.

Can Tabs

The Atkinson Book
Group – 7 P.M.
OPC LIBRARY
June 27 – Fallen Beauty by
Erica Roebuck
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Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.
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Unsung Heroes of OPC, Part 1
As the weather finally turns summer –like and we all slow down from the rush to jump from car to
building to car, please take a few minutes to admire the plantings around the church building. As
soon as he and his wife Barbara joined the congregation in May of 2012, Bob Ritter jumped right in,
weeding and maintaining our plantings and flower beds. Whenever I thanked him for doing it, he
replied “Thank you for letting me be of service.” Fast forward to the summer of 2015, when an
amazing rainbow of flowering annuals, perennials and bulbs began to appear in the beds and planters
around the building. On any sunny day, winter or summer, you might find Will Young happily adding
some annuals here, some bulbs there, and renewing the planters. Thank you so much to these two
men for the work they do, behind the scenes, without being asked, without expecting thanks, just for
the joy of a job well done in the service of God.

What’s Wrong With
This Picture?????

PW Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves
• to nurture our faith through
prayer and Bible study,
• to support the mission of the
church worldwide,
• to work for justice and peace,
• and to build an inclusive,
caring community of women
that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
and witnesses to the promise
of God’s kingdom.
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Well, it’s not the people in
the picture, it’s the fact that
there is no one under 60.
Carolyn Gandin, Kay Skinner,
June Hoffman, and Lorraine Holton attended the Presbyterian Women
Spring Gathering at Eastminster Presbyterian Church in York, PA on
Saturday, May 14. These ladies would have loved to have had some
of the newer/younger women of OPC with them. The speaker was
interesting, the food was good, and getting to know other ladies in
the Presbytery of Donegal and learning how they and their churches
are serving God is a blessing.
So come on ladies, plan on attending the Fall Gathering at
Wrightsville Presbyterian Church in Wrightsville, PA on
November 5, 2016.
P.S. Lorraine is the Recording Secretary of the Coordinating Team of
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Donegal. She has gotten to
know many wonderful, Godly women doing this job, and is getting
great ideas from the other churches. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to get
other women of OPC involved?

LAMPLIGHTER

(Continued from page 5)

The Outreach Committee here at OPC too “helps
people.” Outreach oversees and allocates funds
to Donegal Presbytery with the Basic Mission
Support and Camp Donegal. We help fund the
work at Neighborhood Services, Lighthouse
Ministries, Family Promise, Meeting Ground,
Domestic Violence Center, Oxford Senior Center,
Oaks Ministry, Chester County Children, Inc.,
ACE- Anti Human Trafficking- Oxford chapter,
Onesimus Prison Ministries, and Presbyterian
Disaster Relief. We directly facilitate and oversee
the Community Meals and the Christmas Food
Box Program.
So now you know who helps people, and how
they help people. But what I did not truly cover,
what the question my nursing and social work
peers did not truly answer, was why we do what
we do. “I want to help people” explains what we
want to do. But why? Why be a nurse or social
worker? Why did any of us truly choose the
vocation or volunteer work we do?

So what do you believe? And who do you believe
in helping? What talents, skills, passions,
knowledge, personal values, education, training,
or professional background do you have that
you can bring to the Outreach committee to
benefit our community and the world at large?
How can the Outreach Committee help you help
others and bring what you believe in to fruition?
I want to continue this conversation with every
“helper” and every “believer” at our church. I
encourage anyone who feels a calling, a nudge,
or even hesitation to join or volunteer with our
Outreach Committee to please come see me.
Believe that we need you. Believe that you have
everything you need within you to make a
difference for others.

There is one answer to this question that unites
us all on common ground, no matter what we
do, who we help, or how we help them. We
believe it. We believe in what we are doing. We
believe that our interest, skills, and training
merges seamlessly with the work at hand as the
best possible way to bring our goals of helping
others to fruition. We believe in what we are
doing. We believe in how we do it. We believe in
those for whom we do it.
We believe.
We don’t just believe in the causes important to
us or the skills and talents we have to bring our
helping goals to fruition. We believe in a higher
power that calls us to help. We believe in He who
calls us to do good works. Who calls us to serve
“the least of these.” Who calls us to “go forth.”
This calling is one we all have. It is a love in our
hearts we all possess through the mercy and
love of Jesus Christ who first loved us—who first
helped us. We believe in the human faces we see
every day, and the face of God we see in those
whom we help.
Why we “help people” is because we believe in it.
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Membership
Development

The Membership Development Committee has been
working on an exciting new labor of love these past
few months. A plan that came to competition on
May 15th with the successful surprise bridal shower
for Emma Spotts! For those of you who don’t know
Emma allow me to introduce you! Emma is a longtime active member of OPC who has shared her
gifts, and love of God, through teaching Sunday
School, VBS, Adventure Club, serving as an Elder,
and most recently, sharing her musical talents
alongside of her future husband Brad. Over 50
women showered Emma with love, friendship, and
gifts! Many of the women brought food to share and
the collaboration of Ila Barlow’s baking and Bert
Gehron’s decorating produced the most beautiful
(and yummiest) of cakes. There was laughter shared
along with words of advice for the new bride and
recipes galore. We thank all of our sisters in Christ
who helped pull this celebration together, we
couldn’t have done it without you! Now please join
with us in prayer as we ask God to continue to bless
Emma and Brad as they prepare to become husband
and wife.
Submitted with joy and thanksgiving!
Janet Hudler, Membership Development Committee

Page 10

LAMPLIGHTER

Nurturing
Ministry
Worship and Luncheon with Shiloh Presbyterian Church on
June 5th. Join us for worship at 11 A.M. and fellowship as we
share a menu of Baked Ziti, Salad, Italian Bread and Ice Cream.
Worship in the Park on June 12th at 11 A.M. at Oxford
Memorial Park. Join us as we will have Hot Dogs and
Hamburgers in the Park following the service.
Stayed tuned! The Deacons are planning for a few activities in
July! A Covered Dish Fellowship and Water Games are a couple
of fun activities we are planning for July!

Are you interested in eating more healthfully,
losing weight and lowering your BMI?
Program Fast Facts:
WHAT:

Living Healthy, Living Well Nutrition
& Weight Management Program

WHEN:

June 21st, at 4:15 P.M.

WHERE: Oxford Presbyterian Church- Library
Living Healthy, Living Well nutrition and weight
management program is being offered at Oxford
Presbyterian church on Tuesday. This is a 16week, self-sponsored program. Scholarships
are available for Church Members.
What Is Living Healthy. Living Well
Living Healthy, Living Well is a 16-week
program that will be held onsite once per week.
Through this program you will be taught simple,
small lifestyle changes to make that will increase
your longevity. The meetings will be conducted
by health care professionals and will run for
about 30-45 minutes. Each meeting will include
a confidential weigh in and a nutrition class. The
program is based on the USDA recommendations
for Healthy Americans and is tailored to each
participant’s needs. There has been tremendous
success in the community and we are pleased to
be able to bring this program to you.
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OPC Deacons honored our Oxford
High School graduate Kathleen
Kamp at a dinner at the SawMill Grill
on Tuesday, May 25. Mackenzie
Smith is also graduating, but she
was unable to be with us.

What is the Cost of the Program?
The cost for the 16-week program is $160.
Payment options are available and some
insurance policies may cover all or a portion of
the program. You would be responsible for
checking with your insurer about coverage and
reimbursement. Living Healthy, Living Well offers
education, support and motivation in making the
transition to healthier choices.
If you do not have insurance coverage FULL
Scholarships available.
How Do I Sign Up?
To sign up for the program, please reply to
Phyllis.8uiiins@be8fit.org or 610-299-2622.Or if
you want to see what we are about... just join us
for a sample class.
Questions and Contact Information
If you have questions about your body mass
index, the 16-week Living Healthy, Living Well
program or payment options, please contact
Phyllis Bullins at 610-299-2622, or via e-mail to
Phyllis.Bullins@beefit.org. You can also visit the
BeeFit website by copying www.BeeFit.org into
your browser. Scholarships available.
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Trip to Christmas in NYC
November 17-18, 2016
Cost is $349.99
We need 40 people to go on this
trip. $200 Deposit per person
when you sign up. $149.99 Due
before September 1, 2016.
1 Night Lodging, 1 Breakfast,
Radio City Music Hall Spectacular,
Tour of Lower Manhattan,
Rockefeller Center, Fifth Avenue
Shopping, Macy’s Herald Square.
More information to follow
Trip to the Spirit of
Philadelphia Skyline Lunch/
Bingo Cruise
Friday, September 30, 2016
Motor Coach ride to and from center
Cost is $70
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TAKE-OUT
SPAGHETTI DINNER
Wednesday, June 8, 2016
Only $7.00 per meal
Dinner includes: Spaghetti w/ meatballs, Salad w/ Dressing, Dinner Roll,
Homemade Dessert
Call the Center at 610-932-5244 to Reserve your dinner
Dinners can be picked up between 3pm and 6pm

HOAGIE SALE
Friday, June 24, 2016
$5.00
Back by popular demand, we are having a “Hoagie Sale”.
Hoagies must be ordered ahead (by Friday, June 17th)
so we know how many to make.
Call or email us at (610)-932-5244 or oxsrctr@zoominternet.net to order your hoagies.
The Hoagies will be made on Friday morning,
June 26th and can be picked up at the Senior Center from
11 AM until 2 PM.
Large Ham or Turkey hoagies will be available.
As Always, thanks for your support
Volume 29, Issue 6
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June Birthdays
1
1
2
3
4
4
4
5
7
7
9
9
12

13
14
15
15
15
17
17
18
18
23
24
25
25

John Holton
Linda Love
Brenda Baccino
Andrew Atkinson
Jack Ewing
Sue Sizoo
Kerry Slinkard
Jacob Gane
Delaney Cowan
Stephanie Ewing
Ann Terry
Greg Hudler
Meade Nelles

Tyler Carter
Joe Gerling
Eric Gundrum
Danielle Stapleton
Gale Sauer
Toni Ashburn
Murray Johnston
David Holmes
Erica Gallagher
Cristina Tackett
Lisa Slinkard
Kaden Cave
Dakota Jones

25
25
25
26
27
27
28
29
29
29
30

Caroline Casey
Jackie Caleb
Steve Chimchirian
Robert Shaffer
Ryan Gallagher
Linda Allen
Donna Abel
Ediene Ringler
Rick Taylor
Alex Wharton
Danielle Farmer

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
April 2016 Financial Review – Congregational Giving

INCOME
Members’ Giving
Loose Oﬀering
Other Income*
TOTAL INCOME

April
$22,929.00
$1,047.00
$8,467.75
$32,443.75

YTD Income
$88,437.48
$5,752.26
$94,534.45
$188,724.19

YTD Budget
$89,000.00
$5,400.00
$95,019.47
$189,419.47

April
$636.11
$0.00
$469.18
$0.00
$0.00
$30,990.25
$32,095.54

YTD Expense
$892.65
$623.20
$2,203.17
$9,084.93
$17.03
$146,856.91
$159,677.89

YTD Budget
$1,280.00
$175.00
$2,650.00
$10,581.00
$850.00
$144,748.91
$160,284.91

MINISTRY EXPENSES
Worship
Learning
Nurturing
Outreach
Serving
Suppor ng
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME (LOSS)

$29,046.30

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
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Our Session
The Lamplighter
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The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Andrew Atkinson

Karen Olivieri

Beth MacMillan

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Janet Hudler

Andy Orechovesky

Walt Osborne

Dave Keefer

Rob Shaffer

Missy Sarver

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Ediene Ringler

Ali Verbanas

Emma Spotts

Kay Skinner

Amanda Woolston

Ashley Whiteman

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Laura King

Roy Caudill

Andy Arthur

Teressa Verkamp

Jenna Hammond

Bruce Hastings

Debbie Waltman

Bob Hudler

Danielle Stapleton

Tom Zundel

Lara Orechovesky

Herman Wharton

Joanne Herr (Youth)

Return Service Requested

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

Oxford Presbyterian Church

Our Web Page:

Our Deacons

6 Pine Street

Visit Us on Facebook

Lillie Spotts (Youth)

Oxford, PA 19363

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com

