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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian Church is a
family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the
unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and world
communities.

MAY 1, 2012

The gift of community
Gradye Parsons
The following is an account popular in the storytelling world and passed
along in William White’s Stories for the Journey (Augsburg Press, 1988).
People in a remote village purchased a television set. For
weeks, all of the children and all of the adults gathered around
the set morning, afternoon, and night watching the programs.
After a couple of months, the set was turned off and never used
again.
A visitor to the village asked the chief, “Why do you no longer
watch television?”
“We have decided to listen to the storytellers,” he replied.
“Doesn’t the television know more stories?” the visitor asked.
“Yes,” the chief replied, “but the storyteller knows me.”
In the Confession of 1967, we say “The new life takes shape in a
community in which men [and women] know that God loves and accepts
them in spite of what they are” (9.22).
How do we know God loves us? Yes, we have God’s Word in the Bible.
We have the incarnation of Jesus Christ, who died and was raised for us.
We also have the Holy Spirit working in us. But the reality of God’s love
given through real humans to us is another powerful agent of how we
experience our new life in Christ. It means something profound that John
or Jane at our church knows our story and loves us just as we are.
The faith community is a gift – those special moments of closeness at
Font and Table … the missional sweat equity of working together in
disaster relief … the sacred space of folks saying their prayer requests.
These are tangible, touchable, tender acts of a group of individual sisters
and brothers in Christ becoming a community. In becoming that
community, they are transformed into something much more than just
their collective numbers.
Look about you the next time you sit in the sanctuary. Most likely,
those people know your story, good and bad, and they love you still. That
is a gift that should evoke an amen and an alleluia.

Sharing Jesus’
Love in the
Learning
Ministry
We are in the final stages of
our search for a new Director of Christian Education (DCE). The role of DCE is important for the continued development of our
Learning Ministry and, in reality, the whole
church! The DCE provides expertise and support
for our many volunteers in activities from Sunday
School and Bible studies to Adventure Club and
Youth Group. This person recruits and trains
teachers, evaluates and recommends curricula,
organizes a variety of activities, and generally coordinates the Learning Ministry with other ministries here at OPC.
However, the DCE does NOT “do it all.” The Director directs. This implies, or rather requires,
that our members continue to volunteer time and
talents to this vital ministry. This is particularly
important for our children and youth. Our policies
for a safe church (which are currently being upgraded by the Session) call for at least two adults

to be present with every group of children at
every activity that we sponsor. This requirement is obviously for protecting our children
from accidents or improper treatment. On the
positive side, it also encourages role models
for our congregation’s commitment to sharing
Jesus’ love. The more adults the children see
supporting their fledgling journeys of faith,
the stronger will be their grounding for the future.
Many of us have memories of special adults
in the church that were the living examples of
Jesus for us. These saints (really they were!)
gave their time to show us how faith shaped
their choices. We are where we are in part because of their willingness to give to us a measure of Jesus’ love that they felt in their lives.
You can be that saint to OPC’s children and
youth today. I hope you will consider being a
part of the adult leadership of the Learning
Ministry and support our new DCE and love
our kids with your time.
We pray that our search will be successful
and that our new DCE will begin serving this
summer in preparation for an exciting fall
kickoff.

See you in church!
PEACE,

Pastor Kerry

VBS 2012—The Sky’s the Limit!
To all the dads in our
congregation and in
the world...

Vacation Bible School

SKY
Sunday June 24 Through
Thursday June 28
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Presbyterian Women
The Women of Faith Circle and the
Shalom Circle will have their last meeting in

June. This year’s Horizon bible study was titled
CONFESSING the BEATITUDES. The study presented
us with a whole new perspective on the very
familiar words of Jesus.

When we pick up again in September, we will
use 2012 -2013 Horizon study titled DISPATCHES
to GOD’S HOUSEHOLD - THE GENERAL EPISTLES.
These letters were written to the new churches
and include 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1-3 John and Jude.
Shalom Circle meets the first Thursday of each
month in the church library and Women of Faith
meet the third Friday at Ware Presbyterian Village.
We welcome new members. Check us out.

SYMB LOGY

LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA
The mission to donate little dresses to
Africa was a big success. To date we have
received 60 dresses. Since we don’t have a
deadline, there is still time for more dresses
to be finished and turned in. If you still have
dresses to be finished at home and still
want to contribute to this mission, please
try to have them in by June 17. Thanks to all
the ladies that gave time, material, talent
and monetary donation.
Kay Skinner, PW
by Pastor Kerry

Numbers and Their Meaning in the Church

[The following discussion is taken verbatim from religionfacts.com. Many of these meanings are not “set in
stone” but have gradually developed over the centuries and have acquired the weight of tradition]
ONE signifies unity; both the unity of God and the unity of members of the Church.
TWO represents duality. Specifically, it can symbolize the divine and human natures of Christ or the material
and the spiritual.
The number THREE represents the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.)
FOUR can represent the Four Evangelists (authors of the Gospels), the four corners of the earth, or the four
seasons. Its association with the latter sometimes makes it the number of earth.
FIVE symbolizes the five wounds Christ suffered on the cross (hands, feet, and side), and by extension
represents sacrifice.
SIX represents creation, because God created in six days, or imperfection, because it falls short of the
perfect number seven.
SEVEN is the number of perfection. God rested on the seventh day, Paul lists seven gifts of the Spirit and
Jesus spoke seven utterances from the cross. The number seven is especially prominent in the apocalyptic
Book of Revelation, in which there are seven seals, seven churches and many other things numbering seven.
EIGHT represents regeneration or resurrection. Thus many baptismal fonts [including OPC’s] are eight-sided.
NINE is the number of mystery or angels, since there are nine choirs of angels. [This is a Catholic thing. The
nine are: Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels and Angels.]
TEN symbolizes completion, since there are Ten Commandments, Ten Plagues, etc.
TWELVE is often used to signify the whole church, since there were 12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles.
THIRTEEN represents betrayal since there were 13 people at the Last Supper.
FORTY symbolizes trial or testing, since Noah’s flood, Israel’s wandering in the wilderness, Moses’ stay on
Mt. Sinai, and Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness all lasted forty days/years. The Lenten Season is forty days
in duration for this reason.
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Missions We Support

Building Peace in the Midst of the
Palestinian/Israeli Conflict
Archbishop Elias Chacour spoke on April 26 in Bala
Cynwyd, PA. Eight from the adult Sunday School class who
are currently studying his book, Blood Brothers, went to
hear him speak.

Local
Neighborhood Services Center
..................................... $8,140
Oxford Senior Center ........... $1,200
Domestic Violence Center
of Chester County .......... $1,300
Lighthouse Ministry ............. $2,020
Meeting Ground .................. $1,000
Miscellaneous Local Mission $9,320
Christmas Food Boxes ......... $3,450
Community Meal ................. $1,000
Onesimus Ministries ............... $880
American Cancer Society ........ $500
Camp Donegal ........................ $500
Beyond our Area
Presbyterian Coffee Project
Mthatha Presbytery
Good News for India ............ $1,320
Church World Service ........... $2,500
Ten Thousand Villages ........ $3,500
Missions with the Larger Church
Per Capita (sent to Presbytery)
................................... $13,604
Basic Mission Support/
to Presbytery ................ $6,000
Theological Education Fund/
to Presbytery ................. $3,500
One Great Hour of Sharing ... $2,400
Pentecost Offering .................. $600
Peacemaking Offering (75%) ... $900
Christmas Joy Offering......... $1,600
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Archbishop Chacour is the Leader of the Melkite Catholic
Church of Akko, Haifa, Nazareth, and All Galilee. He has
been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize three times, and
continues to work tirelessly for reconciliation and peace in
the Middle East, especially by building high quality schools,
preschool through college, in the Galilean village of Ibillin,
where students and faculty include Christians, Muslims,
Jews, and Druze.
BRIEF HISTORY: In 1947-49 750,000 Palestinians were
expelled from their homes. Over the 60 years since Israel’s
founding on May 14, 1948, this profound injustice has
continued. Palestinian refugees are the largest remaining
refugee population in the world. 1.3 million Palestinians live
in Israel as “Israeli citizens” but are subject to
discrimination and abuse of rights.
You can get involved by working for Churches for Middle
East Peace (CMEP) to help bring an end to the conflict in the
Holy Land – www.cmep.org.

Nancy Andress meets Archbishop Elias Chacour for the
second time. Nancy first heard Father Chacour speak in
Israel many years ago, and he was a mesmerizing speaker
then, she said. He signed her copy of his book Blood
Brothers. In the picture you can also see the “Passion for
Peace Award” that Archbishop Chacour received from the
Middle East Study Group of the Diocese of Pennsylvania.
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World Week of Prayer for Peace in
Palestine and Israel 2012
MARK KOENIG, PRESBYTERIAN REPRESENTATIVE
AT THE UNITED NATIONS

28 May - 3 June 2012
Pray, educate, and advocate for justice
The Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum (PIEF) of the World
Council of Churches invites member churches, faith-based
communities, and civil society organizations to join
together in 2012 for a week of advocacy and action in
support of an end to the illegal occupation of Palestine and
a just peace for all in Palestine and Israel. Congregations
and individuals around the globe who share the hope of
justice shall unite during the week to take peaceful actions,
together, to create a common international public witness.
J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace
Americans (jstreet.org). J Street unequivocally supports the
existence of the State of Israel as a democracy and a
national home for the Jewish people and believes that the
best way to guarantee its future is through the realization
of a two-state resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and a comprehensive regional peace.

Community Meal
Tanner Smith and his Robotics Club is hosting on
June 17 at 5:30-7 P.M. Come out and join us for good
food and fellowship! Our community group is growing.
We are serving up to 120 plates!

“Least of These”
One of our oldest missions. In
the Church Narthex you will see
a basket where canned goods,
non-perishable items, and
cleaning and toiletry supplies
may be donated. We also have a
wagon by the front door.
Neighborhood Services Center is
meeting the growing needs of
the community.
Let’s collect 3,000 pounds of
food in 2012!! We are close to
1,000 now, thanks to your
generosity!
Jesus said, “Whenever you
did this for one of the least
of these, my brothers, you
did it for me.”

****************************
Collecting Children’s Shoes
and Boys Jeans for
Neighborhood Services
Thrift Shop

Sizes 1 thru 9
New or Gently used

FREE HOT MEAL – ALL ARE WELCOME

2012 Relay For Life of Oxford, PA
Friday, June 22, 2012
4:00 P.M. at Oxford Football Stadium
(by Nottingham School)
If you have any questions, please contact
Teressa Verkamp or visit www.relayforlife.org/paoxford.
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ALSO NEEDED
BOYS JEANS size 4-16
DROP BOX BY CHURCH
OFFICE
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Mental Health-Part I
10 Ways to Simplify Your Life and Dial Down Stress Levels
Stress may be inevitable. But how you deal with it is largely up to you. Here are some tools to
help you manage the stress in your lifetime. Even quick workouts can benefit your heart.
It seems like everyone is stressed out these days–from your co-workers, to your friends, to the
person standing next to you in line. Stress, by itself, isn’t necessarily bad. Low or even moderate
amounts of stress can be good for us, provided we manage it in healthy ways. But poorly managed
stress can take a toll. Heart disease, fatigue, and obesity are just a few of the potential
consequences. If stress is bothering you, consider the following 10 ways to regain control:
1. Recognize your symptoms. Your signs of stress may be different from someone else’s. Some
people get angry. Others have trouble concentrating or making decisions. Some feel worried
or depressed. For some, stress leads to physical symptoms such as headache, back pain,
upset stomach, or trouble sleeping.
2. Identify the sources. What situations trigger your stress? Among other things, your stress
may be linked to your family, health, work, or personal relationships. Keep in mind that stress
is often caused by a change in your life, negative or positive. Marriage, divorce, job loss, or a
promotion may all increase stress.
3. Evaluate your coping strategies. Examine the ways in which you deal with situations that
cause you stress. Responses like smoking, drinking alcohol, or eating too much may feel good
in the short run, but they can cause long-term harm.
4. Learn to say ‘no.’ Sometimes the best way to deal with unnecessary stress is to avoid it. Know
your limits, and refuse to take on more responsibilities than you can handle.
5. Plan ahead. Don’t let your to-do list get out of control. Think about your day, and decide
which tasks are the most important. Do those items first. Let other tasks drop to the bottom
of–or even off–your list.
6. Create time to relax. It’s not always easy, but it’s important to make time for yourself. Take
vacations or other breaks. Make time to read a good book, listen to music, watch a comedy, or
just have a warm cup of tea. Some people find deep breathing exercises helpful for relieving
stress.
7. Exercise regularly. A brisk walk, a bike ride, or a trip to the gym are just some of the physical
activities that can help prevent or reduce stress. Aim to get 2 hours and 30 minutes of
exercise each week. Talk to your doctor before increasing your activity level.
8. Eat healthfully. Eating balanced, nutritious meals throughout the day will help you cope
with stress by keeping you energized and focused. Also, cut back on caffeine. You’ll feel
more relaxed and will likely sleep better.
9. Talk to family and friends. Simply talking with supportive
Dear Reader, Please
people can often bring stress relief, even if the stressful
contact me about any
situation doesn’t change. By the same token, limit the time
topics you would like to
you spend with people who only add to your stress.
see addressed in this
10. Get help. If stress seems overwhelming, consider talking to a
column, thanks very
mental-health professional. He or she can offer healthy stressmuch and have a
busting techniques.
healthy day,
© 2012 United HealthCare Services, Inc. UHCEW574706-000,
UnitedHealthcare/M.D.IPA May 2012 Newsletter
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Gale Sauer,
gmsrn@zoominternet.ne
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YOUTH GROUP
NEWS
Twelve of our young folks, and one old one (me!)
spent 30 hours without food, sleeping on the
church green in a cardboard “village” to raise
money for World Vision’s Hunger Program. Along
with the Oxford Church of the Nazarene Youth
Group, we raised over $3,000!! What a great
bunch of selfless and dedicated kids we have !!
Eryn Gallagher

Setting up our camp on Friday evening
The boy’s hut, complete with “minifridge” for their juice

We collected $1,000 from passers-by!!
“The Box” was a favorite with the traffic
passing by!

When the 30 Hour Famine was over, the
Church of the Nazarene fed us all-we ate...
and ate, with grateful hearts!!
Volume 25, Issue 6
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Worship in the Park

May 20, 2012
Nottingham Park
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And Church Picnic

Be sure to check out
more pictures of the day
on the Presbyterian
Church Facebook page.
Volume 25, Issue 6
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June Birthdays
1
2
3
4
4
4
5
6
7
7
7
8
9
9

Linda Love
Brenda Baccino
Andrew Atkinson
Susan Sizoo
Kerry Slinkard
Jack Ewing
Jacob Gane
Christina MacKrell
Phyllis Buffington
Makayla Miller
Stephanie Ewing
Ian McKinney
Ann Terry
Michael Adams

9
12
13
13
13
14
15
15
15
16
17
18
18
19

Gregory Hudler
Meade Nelles
David Holmes
Tyler Carter
Matthew VanKleeck
Joseph Gerling
Danielle Stapleton
Gale Sauer
Eric Gundrum
Megan Kelly
Toni Ashburn
Erica Gallagher
David Holmes
Michael Hartman

20
24
25
25
25
25
25
25
27
27
29
29
29
30

Maeve Templin Ashford
Lisa Slinkard
Jacqueline Caleb
Steven Chimchirian
Scott Mason
Kaden Cave
Dakota Jones
Caroline Casey
Linda Allen
Marlene Hammond
Ediene Ringler
Frederick Taylor
Alex Wharton
Christopher Guzzo

If yours or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please
contact the office. We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Are Your Spiritual Gifts in
the Areas of Help, Service,
or Hospitality?
The Deacons are seeking members of the
congregation to join our Fellowship
Committee! We meet once a month to
plan and implement fun church family
activities such as the annual picnic and
the talent show. If this sounds like
something you’d enjoy, or you’d like
more info, call Neeley Spotts at 410-4414829, e-mail neeley@inkspotts.com, or
just leave a message with the office.
THANKS!
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Listening Team Organized
The Session has organized a Listening
Team to hear and respond to ideas or
concerns of our members. Four elders:
Rich Lombardi (Personnel Committee),
Joe Bauer, Whitney Bradford, and
Jim McLeod, are available to meet with
anyone who would like to share specific
concerns. You can call them directly, or
through the Office.

LAMPLIGHTER

June 2012
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

12p-First Friday
Lunch Bunch at
Tidewater Grille,
Havre De Grace

3

4

9:30a Adult Sunday
School
11a Communion—
One Service with
2nd Presby. Church
12p Lunch-FH
12:30p Outreach
Committee Mtg-Lib

No Lectionary Bible 8:30a-4p WIC–FH
Study
12p Even Start
Pastor Kerry Leads 4:15p LHLW
Worship at Ware
7p Wellness
Council-Lib

10

11

8:15a & 11a Worship
9:30a Senior
Breakfast-FH
9:30a Adult Sunday
School
12:30p Teacher
Appreciation Lunch
7p Session Meeting

9:30a Lectionary
Bible Study
1-7p Red Cross
Blood Drive-FH

17

18

8:15a & 11a Worship

5

9:30a Lectionary
Bible Study

5:30p Community
Meal-FH

12
8:30a-4p WIC–FH
12p Even Start
4:15p LHLW

19
8:30a-4p WIC–FH
12p Even Start
4:15p LHLW

6
10:30a Office Staff
Meeting
12p Ministerium
Picnic

13
10:30a Office Staff
Meeting
Oxford Library
Planetarium
Presentation—FH

20
10:30a Office Staff
Meeting

7
12p Even Start
7p Shalom CircleLib

14
12p Even Start
5p Oxford Area
Civic Assn.-Lib

21
12p Even Start

8

9

12p Even Start

15

16

2p Women of Faith
Circle–Ware
Mansion

22

23

12p Even Start

Oxford Relay for Life
Allen AME Church
Sunday School Conference

24

25

8:15a & 11a Worship
BLOOD PRESSURES
9:30a Adult Sunday
School

9:30a Lectionary
Bible Study

26
12p Even Start
4:15p LHLW
9:30a Presby. Mtg.
Cedar Grove

27
10:30a Office Staff
Meeting

28

29

30

12p Even Start

Vacation Bible School—6–8:30p—Sunday through Thursday

Key: Lib. = Library (1st floor)
FH = Fellowship Hall
WIC = Women, Infants and
Children
LHLW = Living Healthy Living

Preschool Vacation Bible School—9–11:30a—Monday through Wednesday
Volume 25, Issue 6
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Exercise Classes at the Oxford Area Senior Center
Healthways Silver Sneakers Fitness Program is a comprehensive olderadults physical activities program that addresses the needs of the 65+
year old population. Muscular Strength and Range of Movement is the
core class of this program and the focus of this creative multi-level
conditioning exercise class.
This Fitness Program is normally offered to seniors who contract with Blue Cross for their health
care coverage. However, due to the large participation base at our Center, we are allowed to offer
this beneficial program to our consumers who don’t have Blue Cross.
Senior Center membership is not required for individuals 60 and older to participate in the Silver
Sneakers exercise class and there is no cost for this program. Please join our instructor
Stephanie Daney on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10–10:45 A.M. and get yourself back in shape.
Come and see how much better you’ll feel after a 45-minute workout.
Come and join our Tuesday afternoon Country Line Dance ladies and enjoy an hour of dancing
and exercise. Dance classes begin at 12:45 P.M. and end at 2 P.M. Never danced before? – don’t
worry, they’ll teach you, AND THE CLASSES ARE FREE. The ladies dance on the 1st, 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month.
Now if you’re ready for a little more advanced exercise class, join us for Zumba class on
Thursday afternoons from 4-4:30 P.M. Our instructor Kim Malone, will give you a good workout
while listening to some stimulating and upbeat music. She will start you from the beginning if
you’ve never experienced the excitement and fun of Zumba dancing. There is a $2 per class fee
and seniors and non-seniors are welcome.
If you have any questions about the above classes, please call the Senior Center at (610) 9325244 or email at oxsrctr@zoominternet.net.

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs to the church office.
They are being collected to donate to Alfred I.
duPont Hospital for Children in Wilmington, DE.
Page 12

LAMPLIGHTER

Friday, August 10th

Tanglewood Manor Golf Club
653 Scotland Road - Quarryville, PA

For more information, please contact Buzz at:

484-880-2018 or buzz@oxfordlighthouse.org
Sign up for golfers, hole sponsors, dinner sponsors and course sponsors

Schedule
11 A.M.
1 P.M.
6 P.M.

Registration
Golf Tournament Begins
Awards Dinner

Not only will you have an enjoyable afternoon at the golf tournament,
but you will have made an investment in the future of many young lives!
Volume 25, Issue 6
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More
Christmas Banners – Looking for
Sponsors
As you know, the OPC Sanctuary is always
beautifully decorated for the Christmas Season. This
year, we would like to add six large Christmas
banners to the décor. We estimate the material cost
for each banner to be $65. If sponsoring a banner
sounds like something you could help with, please
call Sharon Brooks (998-0183) or Judi Jefferis (9322621). Thank you very much.

Mark your calendars
for the NOMADS
family kick-off picnic
scheduled for
Saturday, September 8

Oxford Community Preschool
Graduation

Saturday,
September
29
Come One, Come All to
help with this year’s Apple
Festival. Call the office to let
us know what area you’d
like to help with. There’s
plenty for all to do.
Thanks,

Our preschool graduated 54 Pre-K
students on May 24. Our many thanks to the
teachers and aids and to the families of our
preschool students.
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Lorraine Holton
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Books of the Bible Word Search

Have some fun
and try to find
the books of the
New Testament:
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
Thessalonians
Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
Peter
Jude
Revelation

220th General Assembly
June 30 - July 7, 2012

The theme this year is:
Walking, Running, Soaring in Hope
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (NIV) (Isaiah 40:31).
The assembly will be held in Pittsburgh, PA from June 30 until July 7th. Literally hundreds of Presbyterians from the Presbytery of Pittsburgh are already hard at work getting ready for the big event.
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/ga220/
Volume 25, Issue 6
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Our Session

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail:
opc@oxfordpresbyterian.org

Our Web Page:
http://
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Class of 2014

Chris Arthur
Vivian Brown
Eryn Gallagher
Bev Hartgrove
Barb Hill
Jim McLeod

Whitney Bradford
Kay Atkinson
Kerry Gerich
Rich Lombardi
Dotty Philips
Mark Verbanas

Joe Bauer
Bill Gundrum
Don MacMillan
Bruce VanKleeck
Hal Walls
Charlie Wichhart

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service
Class of 2012

Class of 2013

Class of 2014

Victoria King

Andy Arthur

Lisa Claypoole

Ann Terry

Lisa Slinkard

Alberta Gehron

Gene Turns

Neeley Spotts

Charlie Stoltzfus

Jamie Workman

Judy Walls

Teressa Verkamp

Return Service Requested

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Class of 2013

Oxford Presbyterian Church

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Class of 2012

6 Pine Street
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The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

Oxford, PA 19363
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