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How to Host a Good Old-Fashioned

OPC Covered-Dish Potluck Dinner!

1.

Invite only members and regular visitors to OPC. It’s a health code thing!

2.

Make sure everyone understands this is a sharing of favorite and family comfort
foods. There should be focus on heritage and fodder for storytelling. (Those who
share sushi and raw kale will draw looks of disdain! Well...maybe a few healthy items
would be appropriate.) Beverages will be provided.

3.

Families should bring a supply of plates and utensils from home or they may pick up
real plates and flatware at the door as they enter the hall. They may wash and return
them later or keep them! What a deal!

4.

There will be no dishwashing in the OPC kitchen on this day..

5.

Dress is not optional, but definitely casual! (pajamas will draw looks of disdain!)

6.

There shall be no sign-ups....hence, the term “potluck”.

7.

Participants will gratefully and without looks of disdain enjoy all that they pile on
their plates....if 99 desserts and one salad appears on the groaning board...that’s
dinner, so enjoy!

8.

Those who falsely claim to have prepared beautifully perfect commercial products as
their own must live with their troubled consciences and probably experience a few
looks of disdain. However, anything goes!

9.

Fretting over “how much should I make?” is not allowed.
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10. Fretting over “how many different dishes should I take?” is not allowed.
11. Fretting is universally looked upon with disdain.
12. Labeling creations and sharing charming stories of the dishes’ origin or unique
heritage is encouraged.
13. Be prepared to receive requests for recipes.
14. Sharing of grace will be warm, heart-felt, and specific to this special family meal.
15. The only entertainment provided will come from those with whom you sit.
16. Those caught attending to cell phones, tablets, or any electronic media will certainly
receive looks of disdain. Potlucks are for unplugging.
17. Boisterous chatter and rollicking laughter is encouraged.
18. Hugs and handshakes and backslapping will never receive any
looks of disdain.
19. Meeting and introducing yourself to a new OPC
friend is encouraged.

Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church is
a family of Christians dedicated
to sharing the unconditional
love of Jesus Christ with the
local and world communities.

20. Feel free to shout spontaneously, “When can we
do this again?” and “AMEN!” whenever the spirit
moves you.

Vive la casserole! And, dessert of course!

Mr. Roy
s

“There ar ays,
e no
rules for
an
OPC Pot
Luck
Dinner!

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Mthatha
Re-Visited
I am back from Mthatha
and rested. My digestive system is back in proper
working order and I have been pouring over the
pictures and videos I accumulated on the trip. I
will be sharing my reflections on Sunday, June 5,
when we share worship and fellowship with our
“original” sister church, Shiloh P.C.
The trip was an immersion
into the life of the Khulani
congregation (Khulani means
“growing” in Xhosa). Steve
Clark (Associate at First, West
Chester) and I spent the
entire time hosted by Pastor
Bulelani Thupha (pronounced
“TOO-pah”), a young graduate
of University of Pretoria
School of Theology enjoying
his first call. He was called
about two years ago and is
an aggressive promoter of his congregation, and
has been very effective in fund-raising among
local business owners and civic leaders, including
Nelson Mandela’s family, to finish construction of
the new sanctuary (“This is God’s House. You
MUST give us money to complete it”). It is in use
even now for worship and the plans are to
formally dedicate “God’s House” on October 9.
In visiting the Khulani outstations, we discovered
that Khulani itself was once an outstation of a
congregation founded in 1888 in the original
wave of Presbyterian mission efforts in South
Africa. The history we uncovered, and the
testimonials we heard in the outstations were
inspiring and engrossing. I hope I am able to put
things together adequately in the coming weeks
for you to share my fascination with our brothers
and sisters in Mthatha and Khulani.
See you in church!
PEACE,
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Pastor Kerry

Many thanks to our Property Ministry and
Squire’s Paving for the excellent handicap ramp
job! In speaking with Dick Winchester (who
requested this), he is very pleased with the job
and has dubbed it the “Winchester” Ramp. He
said Liz Miller was the first to try it with her
walker, and I said you must have been first to
try it with your cane! Just be aware–there is no
step down off the curb now. I found that out!
Everyone is looking forward to our long
overdue Covered-Dish Dinner (Potluck Supper)
on Saturday, May 7, beginning at 5:00 P.M. We
are looking forward to some delicious food
prepared by all! Afterwards, there will be six
“Once Upon a Time in Oxford” stations
depicting the History of Oxford. Don’t miss this
wonderful evening sponsored by our Deacons.
We will have our Annual Joint Communion
Service with Shiloh Presbyterian on Sunday,
June 5 at 11:00 A.M. (ONE SERVICE ONLY
THAT DAY). Lunch will be provided afterward
and Pastor Kerry will give a presentation on his
trip to our sister church in South Africa.
We are thankful for all contributors to our
worship services: the Liturgists, Acolytes,
Greeters, Coffee Hour Hosts, Communion
Servers, Children’s Church Leaders, those
taking up the Offerings, beautiful music by our
Organists, Chancel Choir, Kids of the Kingdom,
Women’s Praise Team, and various individual
talents, Pastor Kerry and CE Chair Steve
Doutrich, and all who attend each service. We
know God is thankful for all our praises and
honor to Him!
It’s only May, but please prayerfully
consider serving as an Elder or Deacon. Our
Nominating Committee will be seeking new
recruits soon!
Jackie Slauch, Moderator of our Presbyterian
Women organization, has stepped down after
many, many years of faithful and dedicated
service. Kay Skinner and Lorraine Holton are
serving as Acting Co-Moderators until a
permanent one is found. Ladies, this is your
opportunity to serve a wonderful ministry! We
give you Heartfelt Thanks, Jackie! Well done,
thou good and faithful servant!
God bless us everyone!
LAMPLIGHTER

OPC will be a participating
team again this year in the
Relay for Life of Oxford. We
are now only a little over a
month away from this
organized, overnight
fundraising event that will
start on June 17, 2016 at 4
P.M. and run through Noon on June 18 at the
Oxford Area Football Stadium (301 S. 5th Street,
Oxford).
There are still several ways to be involved with
the OPC Relay for Life Team.
♦

Sign up to walk as a team member,
survivor, or caretaker.

♦

Donate to our team or a participating
team member.

♦

Volunteer to help us at the event with setup, tear-down, or running the silent
auction.

♦

Dedicate a Luminaria to remember loved
ones lost to cancer or to honor those
currently battling the disease.

Additionally, over the month of May it is our
hope that many of you will participate in our
prayer and giving activity. A calendar will be
provided at both worship services on May 1st
that will prompt you to pray and donate as you
celebrate those who have won their battle
against cancer, support those still in the battle,
remember those no longer with us, and fight
back against this disease that robs so many of
so much.
We are very excited to be a part of this event
that truly embodies our hope for the future.
Make sure to mark you calendar and get your
walking shoes ready.
For more information contact Barbara Boyle at
484-667-2022 or bboyle57@gmail.com (or visit
the Oxford event at www.relayforlife.org/
paoxford)
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Discourse
from the
Director

Steve Doutrich

The Sunday School year wraps up this month.
I hope you will take a minute to thank the
Sunday School teachers that have taught you
and your children. These wonderful people
have spent time each week planning and
preparing for their class. I feel so blessed and
honored to work with a group of dedicated
people who love God and their students. So
please, in the next few weeks, say thank you
to our wonderful Sunday School teachers.
Looking ahead to September, Rally Day is set
for September 11.
Plans are underway for our VBS, June 19-23.
We are having a VBS brainstorming meeting
on Tuesday, May 17 at 6:30 P.M. at the
Verbanas home. Please come and share your
ideas and plan to join us for a great week of
sharing the love of Jesus with the Community
at Camp Discovery.
Thank you for your dedication and
commitment to God and Oxford Presbyterian
Church. Your participation at OPC allows us
to be Jesus to our community and make a
difference in the lives of people.

e
S te v
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Founded in 1946, CWS is a
cooperative relief, refugee
and development agency
currently comprised of 37
member communions. The
mission of CWS is to work
with partners to eradicate hunger and poverty and to
promote peace and justice around the world.

Thursday, May 5 – 7 P.M. –
The Oxford Area Prayer
Event will be held at the
Lighthouse Youth Center
(245 Commerce Street,
Oxford). Join your
neighbors as we come
together to pray.

CWS Hygiene Kits
In the face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding
poverty, hygiene kits can mean the difference between
sickness and health for struggling families.

Here’s what you’ll need:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

One hand towel measuring approximately 15" x 28"
to 16" x 32" (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro
-fiber)
One washcloth
One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the
package
One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper
One toothbrush in the package
Ten standard size Band-Aids

All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic zipper
closure bag. Remove the excess air from the bag and
seal before boxing. Do NOT add any extra items or
toothpaste. A tube of extended expiration date
toothpaste will be added to each hygiene kit just prior
to its final journey.
We are collecting hygiene kits in May through June
12th. See tables with shopping list in the Narthex and
by the office. You may donate items to fill a bag or a
whole bag. Thank you!
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MAY COMMUNITY MEAL will be
hosted by Cub Scout Pack 213 on
Sunday, May 29 from 5:30-7:00
P.M. It is FREE and OPEN to
EVERYONE. Come and fellowship
with your neighbors.

Family Promise – The next week we
will be a Support church to Family
Promise will be June 19-June 26. There
will be a volunteer training for those
who would like to volunteer, and have
not had the training, on May 16 at 7
P.M. in the Fellowship Hall at Sacred
Heart. Any questions, call Becky Zundel
at 610-932-2478 or
tbzundel@verizon.net . .

LAMPLIGHTER
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Vacation Bible

SAVE THE DATES!!!
June 19-23 – 6:30-8:30 P.M.
Contact Steve D. or Janet H. to help!!!
VBS Brainstorming Gathering
May 17 – 6:30 P.M. At the Verbanas
Home. Bring a snack to share

Thanks to those who attended our March
meeting to help select a beneficiary for
this year’s OPC Apple Festival! We received
some great suggestions, and after much
thoughtful discussion, a decision was
made. We will retain a percentage of the
proceeds for the church, earmarked for a
specific purpose that will be determined
once the amount is known. The main
beneficiary will be the Oxford Rotary
Foundation’s Inclusive Playground Project
which will fund construction in Oxford
Memorial Park where the current
playground now stands.
What is an inclusive playground?

Youth Sunday is May 22 – Come and
worship with us as our Revolution
Youth lead the worship service.

CALLING ALL KNITTERS! Learn how
to knit Prayer Squares. We seem to
need more and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the Bride’s
Parlor.
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Founded in the principles of inclusion,
these playgrounds make a fundamental
statement about how communities value
meaningful play experiences for children
of all abilities. The seven principles of
Inclusive Playground Design create
universally designed play environments
that increase the “playability,” or
inclusion, of children of diverse abilities,
age, race, gender, ethnicity, culture, and
socioeconomic status. They are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Be
Be
Be
Be
Be
Be
Be

fair.
included.
smart.
independent.
safe.
active.
comfortable.

You can read more about this project, and
see a rendering of the proposed
playground, on our event website: http://
www.opcapplefestival.org/playground/
LAMPLIGHTER

Membership
Development
The Congregational and Talent surveys for
2016 are complete, and we thank each and
every one of you who took the time to
participate! We are blessed to have so many
in our church who care so strongly for each
other and for the success and growth of
OPC. The results have been shared with the
Session and Committee Chairs, and we are
looking forward to implementing some
great new ideas, addressing concerns, and
exploring suggestions. Now fear not, you
won’t enter church next week to a radical
new worship style, that is not our intent at
all, nor is it an accurate representation of
the survey results. On the flip side, we ask
that you be patient with the time it takes to
get new things started, good things do
come in time, just ask Dick Winchester!
The survey may be over but your ideas,
suggestions, concerns, and interests have
no ending date. The Membership
Development Committee is committed to
helping our congregation get the most out
of their membership, just as the Deacons
are committed to nurturing our fellowship
and Session is committed to providing a
strong and healthy OPC to worship in. This
is your church, and your voice is important,
so please feel free to talk to any of our
committee members, Deacons, or Session
members, anytime!
Respectfully submitted,
Janet Hudler , Chair

The Atkinson Book
Group – 7 P.M.
OPC LIBRARY
May 23 – Paris Wife,
Paula McLain
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Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.

FI R
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Join the group for lunch at Perkins in Avondale on
Friday, May 6. Leave from the church at 11:30 A.M.
or meet the group there. There is a sign-up sheet in
the church office. If you do sign up and then find
you can’t go, please let Sally Tipton or the church
office know (610-932-9640).
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Oxford Area Senior Center – Annual
“Spring Breakfast” on Friday, May 6th
from 7 to 10 A.M. We will offer scrambled
eggs, pancakes,
sausage, bacon,
dried beef gravy,
juice and coffee or
tea. All you can eat
for $7.00.
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Nurturing
Ministry
There is No Them
Our gifts, our wounds, and our disabilities
By Susan Palwick
Mainstream American culture values autonomy,
independence, and power. We tell ourselves that
we can do whatever we set our minds to: lift
ourselves by our bootstraps, become president,
put a man on the moon. We crave success, and
success—gauged primarily by fame and
fortune—is the yardstick by which we measure
both ourselves and others.
The church is called to be countercultural. We
find the ground of our being not in our own
autonomy, but in God’s will. We recognize
ourselves as interdependent with all of creation,
and we seek to recognize and serve God’s
power, not our own. We crave communion with
God, with ourselves, and with our neighbors, and
we judge our success by how well and deeply we
have loved. All of this requires us to be
vulnerable, to admit our wounds and
weaknesses.
Little surprise, then, that our heroes don’t look
much like the action figures so beloved of
Hollywood. Noah built the ark, but he also had a
drinking problem. Moses led the tribes of Israel
to freedom, but he also had a speech
impediment. Jacob walked with a limp after
wrestling with an angel. Mary Magdalene, the
first person to see the risen Christ, was probably
in recovery from mental illness—those seven
demons Jesus cast out of her—and Paul endured
a three-day episode of blindness. All of them, in
other words, suffered from what, today, we
would call disabilities.
Faith communities often talk about disability
issues as if they’re something Out There, an
aspect of diversity we seek to invite into our
congregations by making our buildings
Volume 29, Issue 5

wheelchair accessible, adding sign language
interpreters, or educating ourselves about
addiction and mental illness. As important as
such accommodations are, I find this attitude
offensive. It assumes that the people already in
the pews are completely able, graciously inviting
the blind, the deaf, and the lame to join them. It
frames sensitivity to disabilities as an act of
generosity.
I don’t believe that anyone sitting in a church
pew isn’t somehow disabled. I don’t believe that
anyone sitting anywhere isn’t somehow disabled.
I don’t mean to minimize the fact that some
people face more significant barriers than
others, and that all of us must work to lower
them. But one of the steepest barriers anyone
with any disability faces is the us-them divide
that American culture has tried to erect between
the disabled and the able, the partial and the
perfect, the wounded and the whole.
We are all wounded, all partial, all disabled, just
as we are all loved, forgiven, and gifted, called to
use our God-given abilities to be beacons of
welcome. However gifted we are, we all need
God’s healing. That’s why many of us came to
church in the first place. Jesus went into the
countryside seeking people to heal, and those in
need of healing sought him out, too. But what of
the Twelve, his closest companions? Surely he
had healed them somehow, too, if only of the
invisible disabilities of fear and despair. I wish
our Scriptures told us more about their
struggles. If it did, those of us who follow Jesus
now might be less inclined to draw us-them lines
between ourselves and the lepers of the world.
As a priest I know puts it, "There is no them."
The best thing each of us can do to make the
church more welcoming to wounded people is to
name and acknowledge our own wounds. Our
sensitivity to disabilities needs to be an act not
of generosity, but of self-recognition.
My name’s Susan. I have long-standing
depression and anxiety and an arthritic knee that
sometimes makes me limp. My eyes are bad, and
my hearing’s gradually getting worse. Those are
my disabilities. What are yours?

A practicing Episcopalian, Susan Palwick teaches as an associate professor of English at
the University of Nevada. Reno, and is also a clinical associate professor of medical
education at the University of Nevada School of Medicine, where she specializes in
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May Birthdays
1
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
5
6
6
6

Abigail Boohar
Bennett Spotts
Zoe Verbanas
Bill Gundrum
Yujie Slinkard
Kimberly Perry
Dave Keefer
Amanda Woolston
Catherine King
Ian Barlow
Aiden Quigley
John Stapleton

7
9
10
10
10
11
11
11
13
13
15
16

Tanya Walsh
Brian Quigley
Seth Allport
Donna Kelly
Joanna Pugh Lauren
Maddox Watson
Carol Carter
John Slauch
Amanda Boyd
Jane Freeman
Emily Koza
Louise Gehron

17
18
22
25
26
26
26
27
27
28
29

Caitlin Klein
Lisa Koza
Sabina Fomunyam
Jayne Bower
Sandy Bauguess
Bruce Hastings
Emma Spotts
David Bohnsack
Val Walker
Ali Verbanas
June Hoffman

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
March 2016 Financial Review – Congregational Giving
INCOME
Members’ Giving
Loose Oﬀering
Other Income*
TOTAL INCOME

March
$20,169.42
$2,198.75
$6,487.30
$28,855.47

YTD Income
$65,508.48
$4,705.26
$86,066.70
$156,280.44

YTD Budget
$67,000.00
$3,900.00
$73,255.70
$144,155.70

March
$93.00
$257.38
$607.72
$8,109.93
$0.00
$39,187.53
$48,255.56

YTD Expense
$256.53
$623.20
$1,733.99
$9,084.93
$17.03
$115,866.66
$127,582.34

YTD Budget
$510.00
$75.00
$1,550.00
$10,081.00
$850.00
$108,871.90
$121,937.90

MINISTRY EXPENSES
Worship
Learning
Nurturing
Outreach
Serving
Suppor ng
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME (LOSS)

$28,698.10

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
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Recurring Meetings/Events at Oxford Presbyterian Church (summer schedule may differ)

May 2016 Mee ngs and Events

Sundays:

Worship every Sunday at 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. Communion the first Sunday of every
month. Coffee Fellowship follows each service in the Parlor.
Sunday School for All Ages every Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
PW Coordinating Team Meeting–First Sunday of every month at 12:15 P.M. in the Chapel/Library.
Revolution Youth Group meets on Sunday at 6 P.M. – dates may change.
Mondays
Junior Girl Scout Troop 4644 — 2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Membership Development Committee Meeting – First Monday at 7 p.m. in the Library/Conference Room.
Tuesdays:
Living Healthy/Living Well—Every Tuesday at 4:15 P.M. in the Parlor.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Workshop—Every Tuesday from 12:00 P.M to 2:00 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Family Literacy Program—Every Tuesday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Women, Infants and Children—The second, third and fourth Tuesdays of every month from 8:30 A.M. to
4:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (Room may vary throughout the year.)
Christian Education Meeting—The second Tuesday of the month in the Library/Conference room at 7:30p
Wednesdays: Office Staff Meeting—Every Wednesday at 10:30 A.M. in the Pastor’s Study.
Bells of Praise Practice from 6:30 to 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary (first practice to be announced).
Chancel Choir Practice at 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary (beginning September 16).
Thursdays: Family Literacy Program—Every Thursday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Cub Scout Pack 213—Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Bible Study with Steve Doutrich—every Thursday at 6:30 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Shalom Circle—First Thursday of every month at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Jackie Slauch.
Fridays:
Family Literacy Program—Every other Friday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
The Friendship Circle–Third Friday of every month at 2:00 P.M. at Ware Presbyterian Village.
NA Clean and Serene—Every Friday at 7:00 P.M. in the Sonshine Room.
Property Committee Meeting – Second Friday at 4:00 P.M. in the Library/Conference Room.

Special Events/Meetings in the Oxford Presbyterian Church
5/1

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – DONEGAL WORSHIP TEAM
12p
Outreach Committee Meeting
5/5
7p
National Day of Prayer Service
5/6
7-10a
Annual Spring Breakfast
11:30a
First Friday Lunch Bunch
5/7
5p
Old Fashioned Covered-Dish Potluck Dinner
5/8
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
5/10
6p
Preschool Board Meeting
7p
Christian Education Committee Meeting
5/11
7p
Self-Defense Class
5/13
8a-2p
The Oaks Ministry Yard Sale
5/14
8a-2p
The Oaks Ministry Yard Sale
5/15 – DAY OF PENTECOST – PENTECOST OFFERING RECEIVED
7p

Session Meeting

Library/Conference Room
Lighthouse Youth Center
Oxford Senior Center
Perkins, Avondale
Fellowship Hall
Library/Conference Room
Library/Conference Room
Oxford Senior Center
558 Waterway Road, Oxford
558 Waterway Road, Oxford
Library/Conference Room

5/17
6:30p
Vacation Bible School Brainstorming Gathering
The Verbanas Home
5/22 – TRINITY SUNDAY—YOUTH LEADING WORSHIP
5/23
7p
Atkinson Reading Group
Library/Conference Room
5/29 – SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – BLOOD PRESSURE READINGS AFTER BOTH SERVICES
5/30
5/31

5:30p

Community Meal

Fellowship Hall

6:30p

MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE – OFFICE CLOSED
Oxford High School Baccalaureate Service

Sanctuary
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Our Session
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The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Andrew Atkinson

Karen Olivieri

Beth MacMillan

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Janet Hudler

Andy Orechovesky

Walt Osborne

Dave Keefer

Rob Shaffer

Missy Sarver

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Ediene Ringler

Ali Verbanas

Emma Spotts

Kay Skinner

Amanda Woolston

Ashley Whiteman

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Laura King

Roy Caudill

Andy Arthur

Teressa Verkamp

Jenna Hammond

Bruce Hastings

Debbie Waltman

Bob Hudler

Danielle Stapleton

Tom Zundel

Lara Orechovesky

Herman Wharton

Joanne Herr (Youth)

Return Service Requested

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

Oxford Presbyterian Church

Our Web Page:

Our Deacons

6 Pine Street

Visit Us on Facebook

Lillie Spotts (Youth)

Oxford, PA 19363

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com

