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Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 

THE 

Our Vision 
Oxford Presbyterian Church 

is a family of Christians 
dedicated to sharing the  

unconditional love of Jesus 
Christ with the local and 

world communities. 
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New 
 Beginnings 

    Part II 
 
Last month, I wrote about New Beginnings in the 
church calendar—Advent. This month, and this 
new year, I hope we can begin a process of new 
beginnings on a more comprehensive scale. On 
pages 10-11 is a reprint of Wes Seeliger’s 
thoughtful look at theology and the church from 
a “frontier” perspective—as Pioneers and Settlers. 
I may have shown it to you some years back, but I 
thought now would be a good time to really 
explore this contrast in views of the church.  

Who are we now? What do we do really well (and 
not so well)? What is God calling this 
congregation to do and to be in the future? Are 
there ways that we can be more effective and 
engaging as a leading Christian body here in 
Oxford? How can we better make a difference in 
people’s faith journeys? Do we really “share the 
unconditional love of Jesus Christ” among 
ourselves and with others? How can OPC serve to 
deepen and broaden each person’s faith? 

We will begin an exploration of some of these 
questions at our Annual Meeting on February 2. I 
hope it will be fun for everyone to think about 
these things in a new way.  

By the way, this year is also the 25th anniversary 
of the Memorial weekend fire that destroyed the 
old building. I am hoping a few of you who 
experienced that trauma will volunteer to lead a 
commemorative event this year. Please let me 
know if you are interested. 

 
See you in church! 

 PEACE, Pastor Kerry 

Presbyterian Women 

PW Purpose 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves 
• to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 
• to support the mission of the church worldwide, 
• to work for justice and peace,  
• and to build an inclusive, caring community of 

women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God’s 
kingdom. 

A MESSAGE TO ALL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
(FOR YOUR INFORMATION) 

Our coordinating team needs support. We would 
like to enlarge our program of activities for our 
congregation, but we need more women to join 
our team in order to do this. As we have pointed 
out many times, PW is a church-wide 
organization that supports the mission of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).  

PW in this congregation has always been in the 
forefront with this support. The Thank Offering 
in the Fall, the Birthday Offering in the Spring, 
the Fellowship of the Least Coin, and the Hunger 
Fund are some of the missions we support and 
there are more. We oversee the work in our 
kitchen by supporting the training of food 
managers and sometimes buying necessary 
equipment.  

Please give some thought to helping our team. It 
will not be a very time-consuming job and won’t 
cost you a penny. 

Sincerely, 

The Team: Jackie Slauch, Sally Tipton, 
Kay Skinner, Jean McCauley,  

Beth Keefer and Kay Atkinson 
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I am continuing my 
thoughts on why 
Christian Education is 
important. So far we saw 
that Christian Education uses the divinely 
inspired Word of God as its foundation. 
Secular education uses only human ideas. 
Then we saw that Christian education is God 
centered. The only place you can get that kind 
of education is in a Christian environment.  
The third difference is that Christian 
Education has the authority to speak about 
eternal things. Secular education can speak 
about business and money, matter and 
molecules and all things visible. But the 
Christian Educator can move beyond the 
visible here and now to the human soul, life 
after death, heaven and hell, the eternal 
kingdom of God. The Christian Educator can 
provide the needed hope and encouragement 
for life and death issues. 

The last difference is the reliance on the Holy 
Spirit as the ultimate teacher who orchestrates 
the learning experience. It is the Holy Spirit 
that impresses the truths upon the heart. It is 
the Holy Spirit that moves in the hearts of 
people to understand, comprehend and act on 
the truth. The Holy Spirit is the motivator for 
changes made in the life of a person. Secular 
education is concerned about knowledge, 
where Christian Education is concerned about 
the person, and who they are. They are just 
not concerned with knowing something, but 
becoming someone different. 

We teach for Life Transformation!! 

Discourse 
from the 
Director 

Steve Doutrich  

Steve 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 
Financial Review through November 

Congregational Giving 
 Income YTD Budget 
Members’ Giving 253,084 263,600 
Loose Offering 19,368 12,000 
Other Income 133,780 102,883 
TOTAL INCOME 406,232 378,483 

Ministry Expenses 
 Expenses YTD Budget 
Worship 2,894 4,500 
Learning 15,322 15,400 
Nurturing 5,524 7,450 
Outreach 38,263 44,088 
Serving 2,319 1,100 
Supporting 341,885 351,702 

TOTAL EXPENSES 406,207 424,240 
NET 25 

Even though our YTD members’ giving and loose 
offering totals have been less than planned, our 
financial position continues to remain around 
break-even as we near year-end given the 
unexpected receipt of a grant and several gifts of 
stock this year. In addition, our YTD expenses 
continue to remain under budget. If you have not 
done so already, please remember to complete 
and return your commitment card for next year as 
we are in the final stages of preparing our 2014 
budget. The results from our Stewardship 
campaign have been very encouraging thus far 
with nearly an 18% increase in planned giving for 
2014! 

Mark Verbanas, Finance Committee Chair  

The OPC Annual 
Congregation 

Meeting 
 

February 2, 2014, at NOON (lunch provided).  

ATTENTION MINISTRY CHAIRS! 
Please submit your annual report to Lorraine 
by January 15! First Draft of report needs to 
be available to congregation on January 26 
(after initial Session review). 
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Missions We Support 

Local 

Neighborhood Services Center . $8,140 
Oxford Senior Center ............ $1,200 
Domestic Violence Center  

of Chester County ........... $1,300 
Lighthouse Youth Center ....... $2,020 
Meeting Ground .................. $1,000 
Miscellaneous Local Mission .... $8,320 
Christmas Food Boxes ........... $3,450 
Community Meal ................. $2,000 
Onesimus Ministries ............... $880 
American Cancer Society ......... $500 

Beyond our Area 

Presbyterian Coffee Project 
Mthatha Presbytery 
Good News for India ............. $1,320 
Church World Service ........... $2,500 
Ten Thousand Villages .......... $3,500 

Missions with the Larger Church 

Per Capita (sent to Presbytery) 
 ............................... $12,398 

Basic Mission Support/to Presbytery 
 ................................. $6,000 

Theological Education Fund/to 
Presbytery .................... $3,500 

One Great Hour of Sharing ..... $2,400 
Pentecost Offering ................ $600 
Peacemaking Offering (75%) ..... $900 
Christmas Joy Offering .......... $1,600 

 

OUR GIFT SHOP made $6,275 thanks 
to a great congregation and 
community.  

That is about the same as last year. 
Oxford Mainstreet Inc. gave us great 
advertising. We contributed $4,100 to 
Ten Thousand Villages, $477 to Pal 

CraftAid, $191 to Threads of Hope, $147 to Heirloom Rice, 
$1,253 for Coffee, tea, chocolates, and $84 for books. The 
Outreach Committee retained $167 for next year’s 
advertising and supplies. The rest goes to artisans around 
the world to give them markets for their goods.  

CHRISTMAS FOOD BOX MINISTRY was supported by the 
local community in many ways. We received $1,500 in cash 
donations from church individuals and local businesses. 
Chester County Food Bank donated 108 FREE turkeys to us. 
Unexpectedly, they also delivered canned corn, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, mashed potatoes, stuffing mix and canned 
yams – 2,229 pounds in all!!! Schools, Boy Scout Troop 213, 
and OPC Preschool collected canned food.  

We were able to sort, pack and distribute 172 food boxes 
to help brighten Christmas for families designated by 
Neighborhood Services Center. Special mention goes to 
Bethany Christian School who brings their entire 8th grade 
class each year to help us sort canned goods. Girl Scout Troop 
430 helped us pack boxes. Brownie Troop 4644 helped us 
sort canned goods. We had many hours of help from our local 
community. Helping Hands Kids from Oxford High School 
worked long and hard. Also, thanks to our Youth Group who 
helped us out, along with a great committee. They are Sue 
Sizoo, Andy Arthur, Amy Van Kleeck, Vivian Brown, 
Charlie Wichhart, Bev Hartgrove, Teressa Verkamp, and 
Patty McComsey with our leader, Ila Barlow. Clyde Prigg keeps 
us going. 

From our SOCK/UNDERWEAR TREE we donated 74 packages of 
SOCKS, UNDERWEAR, PAJAMAS, MITTENS, HATS, GLOVES AND 
GAMES. All went to Neighborhood Services Center to add to 
Christmas needs there. Thank you. Thank you. 
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“Least of These” 
We have a basket in the Narthex 
where canned goods, non-
perishable items, cleaning and 
toiletry supplies may be donated. 
Neighborhood Services Center 
needs our support to meet the 
growing needs of the 
community. In 2013 they had a 
30% increase in clients. 

Last year we donated 1,500 
pounds. Thank you for your 
continuing generosity!  

Jesus said, “Whenever you did 
this for one of the least of these, 
my brothers, you did it for me.” 

 

Collecting Children’s Shoes and 
Boys Jeans for the 

Neighborhood Thrift Shop 

Sizes 1 thru 9 
New or Gently used 

ALSO NEEDED  
BOYS JEANS size 4-16 

DROP BOX BY 
CHURCH OFFICE 

Community Meal 

January 26 

5:30-7:00 P.M. 

Hosts: Outreach Committee 

It is free and open to 
everyone. 

Eat and fellowship 
with our neighbors 
in the community 

HOST NEEDED FOR COMMUNITY MEALS 

Sign up for Community Meal – We need individuals or 
organizations at OPC or the local area to sign up to host a 
month starting in February 2014. So far the meal planning has 
been generously shared by many, with oversight by licensed 
food handlers. See sign-up sheet on wall downstairs. Any 
questions, see Teressa Verkamp. You will have all the support 
and help you need!!! 

Spirit of Giving Luncheon  

You are invited! to join us for the  
“Spirit of Giving” Luncheon now celebrated 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. National Holiday 
in support of our community service 

agencies. This year’s luncheon will be held at Penn’s Grove 
Middle School Cafeteria at 12 NOON on January 20th. 

In the true meaning of the holiday, one which stresses 
Dr. King’s life of community service and helping our fellow 
man, all funds raised will be used right here in our community 
for heating oil, electricity, gas, prescriptions, or food needs for 
those who are in need of help. 

A donation of $35 is requested. Checks may be made to 
Neighborhood Services Center (NSC) and mailed to NSC, 
35 North 3rd Street, Oxford, PA 19363. RSVP to NSC at 
610 932-8557. For questions, see Jim McLeod 
(Jdmcleod51@hotmail.com). 

 

 

Please see Connie Winchester’s final report of the 2013 
CROP HUNGER WALK on page 12. 
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Summer Mission 
Trip 2014 

Niagara Falls, NY 
July 13-18, 2014 

This trip is open to all students who have 
completed 7th grade through 12th grade and any 
adults who desire to minister to our students and 
the people we will serve in Niagara Falls, NY. Youth 
Works Mission organization is organizing this trip. 
We will be helping in food distribution and 
children’s ministries. Please pray about coming 
along and making a difference in the lives of 
people.  

Applications are now available 
from Steve or the church office. 
Deadline is January 15.  

Learning 
 
Ministry 

Hopewell Band and Choir 
Visit Our Preschool for a 

Christmas Concert 

Thursday Night Bible Study 

6:30 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor 

We begin a new series on Ephesians. 

Come and join us!! 

Revolution Youth Calendar 

 January 5 5:30-7:00 P.M. 
 January 12 5:30-7:00 P.M. 
 January 19 Resolve to Revolve Youth Event at 

Bethany Christian School – 6-8 P.M. 
 January 26 5:30-7:00 P.M. (help with the 

Community Meal) 
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What happens when the Oxford Area Youth Groups join together 
for one night? Madness? Chaos? A Revolution?  

There’s only one way to find out! 

Join us for “Resolve to Revolve,” a collective opportunity to 
connect with other youth in our area  

and experience power in numbers. 

Date: January 19th 

Time: 6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 

Place: Bethany Christian School (Gym) 

No Cost 

Enjoy: Pizza, Games, Music, and a challenge from the Bible. 
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Nurturing 
Ministry Seasons Seasons ofof  LifeLife  

A Gathering of 
Widows... 

Will meet next on January 12, 2014 at 
3:00 P.M. in the Parlor (next to the 
Sanctuary). 

Please come and enjoy a time of 
fellowship and sharing, and consider 
inviting another widow who may not 
be a part of our OPC family. 

Peace, June Hoffman 

2014 Events to be Hosted by 
the Deacons 

• Family Movie Night 
• Family Game Night 
• Easter Breakfast 
• Worship in the Park 
• Senior Breakfast 
• Trip to a Baseball Game 
• Ice Cream Social 
• OPC Fellowship Meal 
• College and Military Care Packages 

Dates and times to follow - Watch the bulletin! 

We wish everyone a Happy and Healthy 2014! 

Penn State Extension is offering a Cooking for Crowds Workshop: 
A Volunteer’s Guide to Safe Food Handling. 

Date: Friday, January 24, 2014 

Time: 12:45 - 2:45 P.M. 

Place: Oxford Area Senior Center 

Cost: FREE  

Registration Deadline: January 12, 2014 - signup sheet is in the office. 

This event is for anyone at OPC who helps in our kitchen or would like to help in our kitchen! 

Training Topics will be on food-borne illness - causes and prevention, preparation and service, 
cleaning and sanitizing, general guidelines for events.  

This is only a workshop - you will not receive a food manager license! 
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From Ware Auxiliary 
The Auxiliary at Ware Presbyterian Village 
wishes to thank all those folks who provided a 
sweater for a resident at Ware for Christmas. 
Everyone seemed pleased with their sweaters 
and enjoyed the festive Christmas parties. Your 
generous gifts help to make Christmas special 
and we appreciate your support. The Auxiliary 
hopes you all had a Blessed Christmas and 
Happy New Year.  

Kay Skinner, WPV key person at OPC.  

Dear OPC Family, 

THANK YOU for your prayers during my recent surgery and recovery. I am truly blessed to have 
such a loving, caring, compassionate church family. 

I have so much to thank you for: thank you for accompanying me to doctor visits, thank you for 
the wonderful meals, thank you for driving me to Philadelphia, thank you for listening, thank 
you for your prayers, thank you for caramel popcorn and videos, thank you for telephone calls, 
thank you for visits at home and in the hospital, thank you for treats, flowers and snacks while 
in the hospital, Thank you for your prayers, thank you for cards and notes to lift my spirits, 
thank you for warm welcomes and hugs when I came back to church, thank you for a visit to 
Longwood Gardens, thank you for rides to church and other events.  

Most of all I want to Thank You for your prayers. I know they were answered. 

Sincerely, Jackie Caleb 

PS: My apologies to anyone who did not get an individual thank you note. I’m sure I missed 
someone along the way. It was not intentional.  

I would like to thank Rev Kerry 
and all my fellow members of 
OPC for all their prayers and 
concerns during these very 
difficult months of recovery. I 
have had several surgeries on 
my neck with no relief. I would 
especially like to thank 
Judy Jeffries for her letters and 
calls. I wish you all a very 
Happy, Healthy New Year. 
Hope to see you all in church 
this year. 

With Love and Appreciation, 
Sue Vacca 

Thanks from one of the 
Angel Tree families: 

We wanted to thank you so 
much for helping give our 
kids a Christmas! We are so 
greatful for everything and 
appreciate the generosity of 
everyone involved! I just 
wanted to say thank you 
from the bottom of our 
hearts and pass along a 
picture to see my four kids 
that will love the gifts that 
“Santa” is going to bring!  

Thanks again,  
Love, Nicole and Gregg  
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Frontier Theology 
BY WES SEELIGER  

There are two views of life and two kinds of 
people. Some see life as a possession to be 
carefully guarded. They are SETTLERS. Others see 
life as a fantastic, wild, explosive gift. They are 
PIONEERS. The visible church is an outfit with an 
abundance of settlers and a few pioneers. The 
invisible church is the fellowship of pioneers. To 
no one’s surprise there are two kinds of 
theology. Settler theology and pioneer theology. 
Settler theology is an attempt to answer all the 
questions, define and housebreak some sort of 
“Supreme Being,” establish the status quo on 
Golden Tablets in cinemascope. Pioneer Theology 
is an attempt to talk about what it means to 
receive the strange gift of life and live! The 
pioneer sees theology as a wild adventure, 
complete with Indians, saloon girls, and the 
haunting call of what is yet to be.  

The Wild West offers a stage for picturing these 
two types of theology. Settlers and Pioneers use 
the same words but that is where it stops. To see 
what I mean–read on.  

THE CHURCH  

IN SETTLER THEOLOGY–the church is the 
courthouse. It is the center of town life. The old 
stone structure dominates the town square. Its 
windows are small. This makes the thing easy to 
defend, but quite dark inside. Its doors are solid 
oak. No one lives there except pigeons and they, 
of course, are most unwelcome.  

Within the thick, courthouse walls, records are 
kept, taxes collected, trials held for bad guys. 
The courthouse runs the town. It is the settler’s 
symbol of law, order, stability, and most 
important–security, The mayor’s office is on the 
top floor. His eagle eye scopes out the smallest 
details of town life.  

IN PIONEER THEOLOGY–the church is the covered 
wagon. It is a house on wheels–always on the 
move. No place is its home. The covered wagon 
is where the pioneers eat, sleep, fight, love, and 
die. It bears the marks of life and movement–it 
creaks, is scarred with arrows, bandaged with 
bailing wire. The covered wagon is always where 
the action is. It moves in on the future and 

doesn’t bother to glorify its own ruts. The old 
wagon isn’t comfortable, but the pioneers could 
care less. There is a new world to explore.  

GOD  

IN SETTLER THEOLOGY–God is the mayor. The 
honorable Alpha O. Mega, chief executive of 
Settler City. He is a sight to behold–dressed like a 
dude from back East, lounging in an over-stuffed 
chair in his courthouse office. He keeps the 
blinds drawn. No one sees or knows him directly, 
but since there is order in the town who can deny 
he is there? The mayor is predictable and always 
on schedule.  

The settlers fear the mayor but look to him to 
clear the payroll and keep things going. The 
mayor controls the courthouse which in turn runs 
the town. To maintain peace and quiet the mayor 
sends the sheriff to check on pioneers who ride 
into town.  

IN PIONEER THEOLOGY–God is the trail boss. He 
is rough and rugged–full of life. The trail boss 
lives, eats, sleeps, fights with his men. Their well-
being is his concern. Without him the wagon 
wouldn’t move–the pioneers would become fat 
and lazy. Living as free people would be 
impossible. The trail boss often gets down in the 
mud with the pioneers to help push the wagon 
which frequently gets stuck. He slugs the 
pioneers when they get soft and want to turn 
back. His fist is an expression of his concern.  

JESUS  

IN SETTLER THEOLOGY–Jesus is the sheriff. He is 
the guy who is sent by the mayor to enforce the 
rules. He wears a white hat, drinks milk and 
outdraws the bad guys. He saves the settlers by 
offering security. The sheriff decides who is 
thrown in jail. There is a saying in town that goes 
like this–those who believe the mayor, trust the 
sheriff, and follow the rules won’t stay in Boot 
Hill when it comes their time.  

IN PIONEER THEOLOGY–Jesus is the scout. He 
rides out ahead to find out which way the 
pioneers should go. He lives all the dangers of 
the trail. The scout suffers every hardship, is 
attacked by the Indians, feared by the settlers. 
Through his actions and words he shows the true 
spirit, intent, and concern of the trail boss. By 
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looking at the scout, those on the trail learn 
what it really means to be a pioneer.  

THE HOLY SPIRIT  

IN SETTLER THEOLOGY–the Holy Spirit is a 
saloon girl. Her job is to comfort the settlers. 
They come to her when they feel lonely or when 
life gets dull or dangerous. She tickles them 
under the chin and makes everything O.K. again. 
The saloon girl squeals to the sheriff when 
someone starts disturbing the peace. (Note to 
settlers: the whiskey served in Settler City Saloon 
is the non-spirituous kind.)  

IN PIONEER THEOLOGY–the Holy Spirit is the 
buffalo hunter. He rides along with the wagon 
train and furnishes fresh, raw meat for the 
pioneers. The buffalo hunter is a strange 
character–sort of a wild man. The pioneers never 
can tell what he will do next. He scares the hell 
out of the settlers. Every Sunday morning, when 
the settlers have their little ice cream party in 
the courthouse, the buffalo hunter sneaks up to 
one of the courthouse windows with his big 
black gun and fires a tremendous blast. Men 
jump, women scream, dogs bark. Chuckling to 
himself, the buffalo hunter rides back to the 
wagon train.  

THE CHRISTIAN  

IN SETTLER THEOLOGY–the Christian is the 
settler. He fears the open, unknown frontier. He 
stays in good with the mayor and keeps out of 
the sheriff’s way. He tends a small garden. 
“Safety First” is his motto. To him the courthouse 
is a symbol of security, peace, order, and 
happiness. He keeps his money in the bank. The 
banker is his best friend. He plays checkers in 
the restful shade of the oak trees lining the 
courthouse lawn. He never misses an ice cream 
party.  

IN PIONEER THEOLOGY–the Christian is the 
pioneer. He is a man of risk and daring–hungry 
for adventure, new life, the challenge of being 
on the trail. He is tough, rides hard, knows how 
to use a gun when necessary. The pioneer feels 
sorry for the town folks and tries to tell them 
about the joy and fulfillment of a life following 
the trail. He dies with his boots on.  

THE PASTOR  

IN SETTLER THEOLOGY–the pastor is the bank 
teller. Within her vaults are locked the values of 
the town. She is suspicious of strangers. And 
why not? Look what she has to protect! The bank 
teller is a highly respected person in town. She 
has a gun but keeps it hidden behind her desk. 
She feels she and the sheriff have a lot in 
common. After all, they both protect the bank.  

IN PIONEER THEOLOGY–the pastor is the cook. 
He doesn’t furnish the meat–he just dishes up 
what the buffalo hunter provides. This is how he 
supports the movement of the wagon. He never 
confuses his job with that of the trail boss, scout 
or buffalo hunter. He sees himself as just 
another pioneer who has learned to cook. The 
cook’s job is to help the pioneers pioneer.  

THE PRESBYTERY *  

IN SETTLER THEOLOGY–the presbytery is the 
bank president. He rules the bank with an iron 
hand. He makes all the decisions, tells the tellers 
what to do, and upholds the image of the bank. 
The settlers must constantly be reassured of the 
safety of their values. The bank president 
watches the books like a hawk. Each day he 
examines all deposits and withdrawals. The bank 
president is responsible for receiving all new 
accounts. This is called “the laying on of hands.”  

IN PIONEER THEOLOGY–the presbytery is the 
dishwasher. He does the chores so the cook can 
do his job. He supports the cook in every way 
possible. Together the cook and dishwasher plan 
the meals and cook the food provided by the 
buffalo hunter. They work as an interdependent 
team in all matters related to cooking. Humming 
while he works, the dishwasher keeps the 
coffeepot going for the pioneers. Though the 
dishwasher has a humble task he is not 
resentful. All pioneers realize that each man’s 
job is equally important. In fact, in the strange 
ways of the pioneer community, he is greatest 
who serves most.  

*NOTE—With apologies to Rev. Seeliger, an 
Episcopal priest, who uses “bishop” here. 

Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday, February 2— High Noon! 
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Can Tabs 

Please bring your can tabs to 
the church office. They 
are being collected to 

donate to Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in  

Wilmington, DE. 

COFFEE HOUR 

Isn’t it great to come out after worship and 
share coffee or tea and snacks with our 
church family each Sunday?  
 
Those few moments of fellowship and 
conversation can really make our Sunday special. 
The Deacons need your help to continue this 
important time in our life together. No 
experience is necessary! Anyone can do it! 
Detailed instructions are provided for making 
coffee and starting the hot water for tea and 
cocoa. You just need to bring a light snack 
(homemade or store bought), lemonade or other 
juice, and straighten up afterwards. NO 
DISHWASHING INVOLVED. Don’t like to bake? 
Team up with a friend who does! Families and 
groups are welcome too! We’d also be grateful 
for those willing to just provide baked goods or 
cleanup. ANY HELP IS APPRECIATED! 

Thank you, thank you,  

OPC friends, for your generous participation in the 
2013 Crop Hunger Walk, an effort that started in 
Oxford in 1980. This year a total of $16,385.16 was 
gathered and sent to Church World Service. In the near 
future 25% will be returned to Oxford NSC for local 
hunger needs. 

We estimate that 150 walkers participated, a number 
that included more young people than usual. Oxford Church of the Nazarene turned out the 
most youth walkers and won the first “Golden Sneakers Award” as a result. 

OPC gathered a hefty piece of the funds raised. With Don MacMillan and Andrew Atkinson as 
our recruiters, OPC placed 27 walkers on the trail and contributed $5,248.16 to the grand 
total. 

OPC also supplied space for the Crop Walk headquarters, and the office staff managed much 
of the paper work and many of the phone calls. 

LET’S LOOK FORWARD TO THE NEXT OXFORD CROP HUNGER WALK – October 19, 2014! 

Connie Winchester 

Atkinson Reading Group – 
January 27 - is meeting to 
discuss The Art of Fielding 
by Chad Harbach. Meet in 
the Library at 7 P.M.  
New members welcome. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Service 

will be held on January 19, 2014 at 

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 

at 7:00 P.M. 

Sponsored by the Oxford Ministerium, the MLK Service in Oxford was started by Vivian Brown. Please 
attend to honor the battles that were fought for us to live peaceably with our neighbors. 

          

No [one] is an Island 
The pastor of a rural parish was visiting one of 
his parishioners, a mountain man who lived miles 
off the main road. The evening grew late, and as 
the pastor prepared to leave, he said, “We don’t 
see you on Sundays much. When are you going to 
start joining us?” 

“Well, Preacher,” the man replied; “Look around 
you. I am surrounded by the wonders of God’s 
creation. Every sunrise over the mountains and 
every sunset over the river is an inspiration to 
praise. Every mountain flower and every bird and 
animal remind me of God’s creation. Why do I 
need church?” 

With that, the pastor went over to the fireplace, 
and with the tongs took a single coal from the 
fire and placed it in the middle of the hearth, all 
by itself. Then he put on his hat and left. 

There is perhaps a message in the fact that Jesus 
said, “Wherever two or three are gathered 
together in my name…” and not “Wherever there 
is one….” The church has always been a 
community, a family. In the communion of 
believers, we not only share our joys and 
sorrows; we also keep each other on the right 
path, calling each other to account when our 
particular interpretation of Scripture or our 
personal beliefs stray too far from the traditional 

teachings of the Church. It is also the community 
of believers that spurs us to pray when we do not 
feel like praying and that reminds us of God’s 
presence when we feel that God is absent. This 
community is the bed of glowing coals that 
surrounds us and renews us and nurtures us, 
keeping our own fire burning. 

Even Jesus did not act alone. He called twelve 
apostles to help him, and sent out 70 of His 
followers into the cities and towns around Judea. 
The night of His arrest, knowing He faced a 
brutal and painful death the following day, He did 
not withdraw by Himself, but asked Peter, James, 
and John to accompany Him. 

John Donne wrote that “no [one] is an island.” We 
need the presence of others in our lives, and we 
need the church community to guide, direct, 
comfort, love, and forgive us. It is true that God 
does all of these things for us, but it is also true 
that God has called the community of the church 
to assist in these acts. 

Let us all enjoy the fellowship of our fellow 
Presbyterians and Christians. See you in church! 

The Rev. Randy Nolen 
submitted to the 
Lamplighter by 

Vivian Brown 
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2 Chuck Deaver, Jr. 
2 Christine Vanella 
2 Carolyn Guzzo 
3 Woody Hartgrove 
5 Evan Adams 
6 Walt Osborne 
7 Lucille Liggitt 
7 Keith Walsh 
10 Daniel Pugh 
10 Justin Hogg 
11 Philip Atkinson 
12 Gage Cave 
13 Marilyn Deaver 
13 Teressa Verkamp 
14 Ronald Brooks 

14 Lawrie Drennen 
16 Abbi Keefer 
18 Clare Slinkard 
20 Louis Neyman 
20 Loretta Rhodewalt 
20 Richard Jones 
20 Patty McComsey 
20 Clyde Prigg 
21 Brooke Dillard 
21 Carol Brown 
22 Jacob Crawford 
22 Wesley Robison 
23 Stephen Albrecht 
23 Toni Bement 
24 Mark Gundrum 

24 Cindy Pugh 
24 John Duppel 
24 Donna Doutrich 
27 Sally Tipton 
28 Patrick Workman 
28 Ann Nelson 
28 Ashley Talley 
28 Elena Olivieri 
29 Robert Hook 
29 Ginny Lorah 
29 David Meyers 
30 Richard Forcey 
30 Helen Ribaudo 
31 Jackie Montgomery 

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.  
We’d love to include you in our well wishes. 

January Birthdays 

Discover Your Hidden Artistic Talents 

Wednesday evening, January 8, 2014 at 7 P.M.  
at the Oxford Area Senior Center.  

Have you always wanted to learn how to draw? Jean Castelli, Oxfordian 
and artisan extraordinaire, can teach anyone to draw. She will help you 
begin your artistic journey by sharing tips, tricks and techniques that 
make drawing easy and fun for all ages. What are you waiting for? Sign 
up today and unlock your creativity! Bring your own pencil, eraser, tablet 
and imagination!! Please register by calling the Senior Center at  
610-932-5244. SPACE IS LIMITED!! 

Architectural Design Solutions to Enhance Senior Living 

Wednesday evening, January 29, 2014 at 7 P.M.  
At Oxford Arts Alliance, 38 S. Third Street, Oxford 

Are you an “empty nester” and need fresh ideas for updating your home? Are you thinking about 
building a new home but need recommendations on design features that will accommodate your 
future needs? Do you care for an aging parent or a loved one with special needs? 

Local Architect and Baby Boomer, Dennis Melton–Principal, Melton Architects–will offer suggestions 
on how you can “Build for a Lifetime” with housing design techniques, features for sustainable 
living, long-term independence and in-home caregiving. Mr. Melton can help you design a home that 
will care for you and your family! 
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Regularly Occurring Meetings/Events in the Oxford Presbyterian Church 

Sundays: Worship every Sunday at 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. Communion the first Sunday of 
every month. Coffee Fellowship follows each service in the Parlor. 

 Sunday School for All Ages every Sunday at 9:30 A.M.  
Mondays: Lectionary Bible Study—Pastor’s Study (except first Monday of the month when Pastor Kerry 

leads worship at Ware.) 
Tuesdays: POMS—First Tuesday of every month at 7:00 P.M. in the Parlor. 

Living Healthy/Living Well—Every Tuesday at 4:15 P.M. in the Parlor. 
 Prayer Shawl Ministry Workshop—Every Tuesday from 12:00 P.M to 2:00 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor. 
 Family Literacy Program—Every Tuesday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and the 

Children’s Church Room. 
 Women, Infants and Children—The second, third and fourth Tuesdays of every month from 

8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (Room may vary throughout the year.) 
Wednesdays: Office Staff Meeting—Every Wednesday at 10:30 A.M. in the Pastor’s Study. 
 Adventure Club—Every Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 Bells of Praise Practice from 6:30 to 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary. 
 Chancel Choir Practice at 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary. 
Thursdays: Family Literacy Program—Every Thursday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and the 

Children’s Church Room. 
 Cub Scout Pack 213—Every Thursday 7:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (Dates may vary.) 
 Bible Study with Steve Doutrich—every Thursday at 6:30 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor. 
 Shalom Circle—First Thursday of every month at 7:00 P.M. in the Library. 
Fridays: Family Literacy Program—Every other Friday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and the 

Children’s Church Room. 
 The Friendship Circle–Third Friday of every month at 1:00 P.M. in the Ware Mansion. 
 NA Clean and Serene—Every Friday at 7:00 P.M. in the Sonshine Room. 

Special Events/Meetings in the Oxford Presbyterian Church 

1/1 OFFICE CLOSED 
1/4 9:00a-3:00p New Officer Training Parlor 
1/5 2nd SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY 
 12:00p Special Session Meeting Library/Conference Room 
1/6 EPIPANY OF THE LORD 
1/8 6:00p Adventure Club Resumes Fellowship Hall 
1/11 8:30a Unhanging of the Greens 
1/12 BAPTISM OF THE LORD – Elder-Deacon Ordination 
 7:00p Session Meeting Library/Conference Room 
1/15 ANNUAL REPORTS DUE TO CHURCH OFFICE 
1/18 9:00p Clothing Exchange Fellowship Hall 
1/19 2nd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 12:00p Deacon’s Meeting Library/Conference Room 
 7:00p Martin Luther King, Jr. Service St. Christopher’s Church 
 7:30p RESOLVE TO REVOLVE Bethany Christian School 
1/20 OFFICE CLOSED 
1/21 6:30-9:00p Oxford Area Historical Association Fellowship Hall 
1/24 5:00-7:30p Preschool Movie Night Parlor/Fellowship Hall 
1/26 3rd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 BLOOD PRESSURE READINGS AT BOTH SERVICES 
 5:30p Community Meal Fellowship Hall 
1/27 7:00p Atkinson Reading Group Library/Conference Room 



Oxford Presbyterian Church 

6 Pine Street 

Oxford, PA 19363 

Return Service Requested 
The Lamplighter 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service 

Class of 2014 Class of 2015 Class of 2016 

Joe Bauer Barbara Hill Chris Arthur 

Bill Gundrum Peter King Andrew Atkinson 

Don MacMillan Bonnie Rhodes (Clerk) Janet Hudler 

(vacant) David Sauer Dave Keefer 

Hal Walls Rebecca Zundel Sue Sizoo 

Charlie Wichhart (vacant) Kay Skinner 

Hayley Allport (Youth)   

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 610-932-9640 
Fax: 610-932-0863 

E-mail: opc@oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Our Web Page: 

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 
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Class of 2014 Class of 2015 Class of 2016 

Lisa Claypoole Lisa Koza Gene Turns 

Alberta Gehron Cristina Tackett Velva Waldrop 

Charlie Stoltzfus Herman Wharton Debbie Waltman 

Teressa Verkamp Ethel Backenstose (vacant 

(vacant) (Youth)   


