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Please join us as we
prepare for the
celebration of the Birth of
Jesus Christ!
Call the church office with
any questions.

November 26 Hanging of the Greens 9 A.M.
Decorating the church for Christmas
November 27 First Sunday of Advent -Communion
Community Meal 5;30-7:00 P.M.
December 2 First Friday-Live Nativity on the Green 5:30-7:30 P.M.
December 3 “Crafty OPC Christmas” 4 P.M.
December 4 Second Sunday of Advent
Dove Tree Service 2 P.M.
Greenwood Singers 7:30 P.M.
December 11 Third Sunday of Advent
”Amahl and the Night Visitors” 3 P.M.
December 13 Women’s Christmas Fellowship Dinner 6:30 P.M.
December 16 Christmas Food BoxesSorting and packing 9 A.M. until….
December 17 Christmas Food Boxes pick-up, delivery 9 A.M.
December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Joy Offering
December 24 Christmas Eve
Family Christmas Eve Service 6:00 P.M.
Bell Choir Prelude 9:30 P.M.
Candlelight Communion Service 10:00 P.M.
December 25 Christmas Sunday-One Worship Service at 11:00 A.M.

Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church is a family of Christians dedicated to sharing the unconditional love of
Jesus Christ with the local and world communities.

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

O Come,
O Come, Emanuel
December in the church
year is a month of invitation. It is inviting Jesus to
come down to earth as a little baby—to take on
human form to be our Savior.
O Come, O Come, Emanuel,
It is also a time to invite Jesus to return to claim
his ultimate role as true King over all the earth,
and to gather us into that kingdom of joy and
peace.
And ransom captive Israel,
But December is also God inviting us to make our
own journey to Jesus’ kingdom. The Advent
weeks of preparation are intentionally holding
back the Christmas celebration until we have
taken even a few tentative steps of approach to
that wonderful throne of grace. I know you want
to sing those carols of Christmas, and we will!
That mourns in lonely exile here
But first, let us take time to appreciate the
journey of grace that Christ is making for us as
he comes down from heaven to lift our hearts,
and our spirits. The Advent tradition dates back
at least 1500 years and has inspired countless
faithful Christians to devote their lives ever more
fully to our Lord.
Until the Son of God appear.
Light the candles of Advent, sing the hymns of
expectation, read the ancient stories of hope and
longing. Then, when Christ comes at last, we can
truly rejoice!

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

We give a hearty WELCOME and glad you are
here to our newest members!: Barbara R.
Fisher; Elizabeth (Betty) and Clarence (Dutch)
Gundaker; John (Jack) A. Huston, Jr.; Barbara W.
and Alan D. McIntyre; Shelley and William (BJ)
Meadowcroft; Liza and P. Winfield Slauch; and
Sandy and J. Robert Wilson. They were honored
at Coffee Hour on November 20.
Budgets and Policy Manuals are being worked
on for approval for the coming year. You can
mark your calendars now for our Annual
Congregation Meeting to be held on January
29, 2017 (not Super Bowl Sunday!).
Volunteers are needed to serve on all the
Committee Ministries of our Church! Please see
these new for 2017 Chairpeople if you are
interested: Worship (Ashley Whiteman); Finance
(Andy Orechovesky); Property (Rob Shaffer);
Administration and Personnel (Walt Osborne);
Christian Ed (Ali Verbanas); Outreach (Amanda
Transue-Woolston); Stewardship (Karen
Olivieri); Membership Development (Ali
Verbanas or Janet Hudler); and Nominating
(Beth MacMillan). Any woman can join the
Presbyterian Women (Kay Skinner or Lorraine
Holton). Many thanks!
As of January 1, 2017, we will have a new
Moderator of Donegal Presbytery for 2017 and
2018: Ruling Elder Douglas Good (a member at
Highland Presbyterian in Lancaster). We
sincerely thank Rev. Patty Stoltzfus for her
service as past Moderator.
This is a Thank You and Tribute to each and
every one of our Church family. You all so
faithfully give generously of your time, talents,
pledges, etc. throughout the year! (On a personal
note, I gave this honor to my children years ago).

(Continued on page 3)

See you in church!
PEACE,
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(Continued from page 2)

A lways
P repared
P unctual
R eady
E ager
C aring
I ndependent
A wesome
T rue
I nvenƟve
O ngoing
N ecessary

On behalf of the Oxford Presbyterian Session, we
wish you and your families a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy Healthy Prosperous New
Year! Thanks again for a great year in sharing the
love of Jesus Christ to all!

Discourse
from the
Director
Steve Doutrich

It’s interesting how cities are known for
certain things. Rome is known as the Eternal
City. Paris is called the City of Lights. New
York is the City that Never Sleeps. And Las
Vegas has been nicknamed Sin City.
Nazareth, too, could have been called Sin
City in the first century. Overrun by Roman
soldiers, it was one of those places you went
through on the way to another place.
Nazareth was also known for its sin. One
commentator described it as a hotbed of
corruption. This is why, when Nathanael
heard that Jesus was from Nazareth, he
asked, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” (John 1:46).
Imagine if Jesus were born today. We might
expect Him to be born in Jerusalem, or
maybe in Rome, London, or Paris. But what
if He were born in Las Vegas? The Savior has
arrived: Jesus of Las Vegas. That’s what it
would have been like to use the term Jesus
of Nazareth.

Pork and Sauerkraut Fundraiser
Dinner – January 1, 2017. We will
again offer dinner on New Year’s
Day from 12 noon – 4 P.M. or until
sold out. More info to follow.
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In that wicked city, however, lived a young
woman of royal blood. Living in an impure
world, Mary was pure. She showed it is
possible to live a holy life in an unholy
place. We often blame our wicked culture for
the way we are, but the fact is that it’s our
job as followers of Jesus to permeate and
affect our culture.

e
S te v
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Christmas Community Meal will
be hosted by The Oxford All Kids
Clothing Exchange Group
December 18– 5:30–7:00 P.M.
It is FREE and OPEN to EVERYONE.
Come and fellowship with your
neighbors.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING The Christmas Joy Offering is traditionally received
during the Advent Season. However, you can help sustain the important PC(USA)
ministries that are supported by the Christmas Joy Offering at any time throughout
the year.

Christmas Joy Offering: Supporting past, present, and future leaders
How is my gift used?
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem
and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering,
you honor this gift by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of
need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.

Give To the Christmas Joy Offering

Greetings from the Oxford Oaks Ministry
Submitted by Robin Martin, President and
Founder of the Oaks Ministry
Our beginnings……In 2012 God gave me a literal
vision for this ministry. He then led me to the
scripture found in Isaiah 61:1-3. This scripture
provided the Biblical confirmation to the
revelation that His plan for my life was to work
with hurting women. As I met with them I saw a
common need for a safe place to retreat, reflect
and renew their dedication to the Lord as well as
a place to support them while they worked
toward financial stability. Finally in February
2015 after much prayer and waiting on the
Lord’s perfect timing, the Oaks Ministry was
legally formed as a non-profit incorporation in
the state of Pennsylvania.
In January 2016, after 6 months of restoration,
the first Oaks House on Waterway Road opened
to help women in a transitional state of life start
over. In September 2016 God provided the
second Oaks House for women in need through
the wonderful people of Oxford Presbyterian
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Church. In each home resides a residential
house manager and up to 3 residents.
The vision we have for this ministry is that we
believe every woman can be changed by the
knowledge of and a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ. The Oaks Ministry strives to show
the love of Christ to women who are facing
difficult times and are in a transitional state of
life. Through sharing God’s love we support
women through Biblical Counseling, guidance,
and support services so they can become
financially stable and responsible members of
the community.
Our program offers a Christ-centered home for
one year. Our residents are required to attend a
local Christian church of their choice, they are
also required to attend Celebrate Recovery, a 12step Christ-centered program that meets weekly
to help people overcome hurts, habits and hangups that are keeping them from moving forward.
They are also assigned an Oaks Ministry Team
approved mentor to walk along side of them
while in the program. We provide a financial
(Continued on page 13)
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COLLECTING FOR THE HOLIDAYS
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a SOCK/UNDERWEAR TREE for the
fifth year. We will be collecting for children ages 2-12 years from
November 20 to December 12. Please put all donations either on tree or in
boxes by the tree that will be set up on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. All
donations will be delivered to Neighborhood Services Center. Any new
clothes or toys that you wish to donate may be put by the tree also. No need to wrap. Thank you for
helping to spread the joy of Christmas

Volunteers needed!!! – Christmas Food Box Ministry
As is the annual tradition, Oxford Presbyterian
Church will be providing Christmas dinners for
needy families in the Oxford area on Saturday,
December 17, 2016. Last year, we provided
generous food boxes for approximately 150
families. The Food Box Committee has been
working since September to plan and prepare
for this event. Local merchants have provided
some financial support and, in addition to our
congregation and Sunday Schools, local area
schools, businesses and Scout troops have been
collecting canned goods for the Christmas
dinners.
With the help of lots of folks from OPC and the
community, it all comes together the week of
December 11! WE DEPEND ON MANY HELPING
HANDS and hope we can depend on you! If you
can volunteer at any or all of the times below,
please call the church office or just show up!
Friday 12/16/16 at 9:00 A.M.—Fellowship
Hall–sort canned food and prep for packing
the Christmas food boxes.
Friday 12/16/16 at 6:30 P.M.— Fellowship
Hall–pack and organize the food boxes for
delivery/pick up.

Saturday 12/17/16 at 9:00 A.M. in Fellowship
Hall–hand out Christmas food boxes and
deliver boxes to families between 9:00 A.M.
and noon. Please let the church office
(610-932-9640) or Ila Barlow (610-932-9309)
know if you are able to help with delivery,
either as a driver or a helper with strong
arms and back! Committee should arrive at
8:15 A.M. and volunteers should arrive at
8:45 A.M.
Many thanks to the members of the Christmas
Food Box committee for lots of hard work.

Christmas Food Box Ministry
This year we are blessed to be receiving free
turkeys and hams from the Chester County
Food Bank. They have also promised to bring us
many other Christmas meal items to help fill up
the boxes for 150 families. The special items
to donate are: Bisquick, 2 lb. box of sugar,
instant potatoes, stuffing mix, and gravy.
Please put all items in the back of the kitchen.
This is out BIGGEST PROJECT each year. We
could not do it without you!

LAST DAY TO SHOP is December 11
12th Annual Ten Thousand Villages Gift shop in Room 206.
TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES GIFT SHOP IS OPEN
FIRST FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 at 5–9 P.M.
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS until December 11
from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
also available are: Equal Exchange coffee, tea, chocolate, olive
oil, Palcraftaid wood items, Threads of Hope from Honduras,
metal crosses from Costa Rica, Heirloom Rice from Philippines,
cards from Alternative Gifts International & OPC Cookbooks.
Again this year we have books by Iris Dowling, a local author.
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Unsung Heroes of OPC
A life-long resident of Oxford, a member of OPC since
1943, and husband since 1957, this month we thank
and honor Bill Ringler for his years of faithful service. Bill
served as Property Chair for many years and was instrumental in
the planning that went into rebuilding after the fire of 1989. On Sunday
mornings, and whenever we have a funeral or wedding, Bill can usually be found
operating the elevator. After worship on Sunday, he makes sure the building is locked
and often comes back later in the afternoon to check that the building is secure. Often in
his drives around town on Sunday afternoons, he stops in to check that everything is quiet.
If you ask Bill to do something and he agrees, you can be sure it will be done correctly and
with a quiet smile! Thank you!

To All Presbyterian Women:
The annual Christmas
Fellowship Dinner, sponsored
by Presbyterian Women in our
congregation and prepared and
served by Dave Keefer and his
merry men, will be held on
Tuesday, December 13, at
6:30 P.M., in Fellowship Hall. To
entertain us, we have invited
the Oxford High School Choral
Ensemble and we will end the
evening with Christmas Carols.
So that Dave knows how many
to prepare for, please reserve
your place with the church office by December 6.
It’s always a great evening–DON’T MISS IT!
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The Angel Tree program provides new clothing or toys for needy families. A
sponsor places a tree decorated with paper angel tags with the age, gender and a
wish of a child who will receive the gift. Contributors remove one or more tags from
the tree and purchase an appropriate gift for the individual described on the tags.
The gifts are then returned, wrapped with the tag attached, to the base of the tree
from whence they came.
This year, Oxford Presbyterian Church has placed an Angel Tree in the parlor next
to the sanctuary. We will serve as a collection point for the gifts and provide secure
storage until a volunteer can collect the gifts for distribution to help needy families
from our local community enjoy the holiday season.
Thank you, as always, for the generosity extended for this program
Please return the gifts by Wednesday, December 14, 2016.
Questions:

A faith-building, church-changing spirit-filled weekend!
Come and bring a friend!
We'd invite ALL women of Oxford Presbyterian Church and their female friends to attend our 2017
OPC Women's Retreat. We will be returning to the beautiful surroundings of Sandy Cove, situated on
the Chesapeake Bay in North East, Maryland. We're taking everything we learned last year and pouring
it into making this year even better.
Look forward to a weekend filled with relaxation, fun, and most importantly, time spent in God’s
presence. Experience His handiwork as acquaintances become friends, and we move towards a deeper
understanding of one another, and of our relationship with God.
Activities are conducted in a casual, pressure-free environment. ALL sessions and activities are
optional. This is YOUR retreat, and you should feel free to participate as much or as little as you feel
led to do so. We recognize that it is sometimes in the peace and solitude of nature that we find our
closest commune with God, and it is our greatest wish that you leave this weekend feeling refreshed
and refilled.
The registration form is on the next page. Save $$$ This year we are offering an Early Bird Discount
for those who register and pay in full by December 10! Confidential financial aid is available to assist
with all or part of your participation. See registration form for complete details.
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Learning
Ministry

Sunday Schedule in December
December 4

9:30 A.M.

December 11

9:30 A.M.

December 18

9:30 A.M.

December 25

NO Sunday School

January 1

NO Sunday School

Family Christmas Eve Service, Saturday, December 24 – 6 P.M.
Come and join us for a wonderful pageant put on by our children and adults!
Summer Mission Trip to Southeast Virginia
with TEAMeffort– June 18-24.
If you want more information, please see
Steve D. before January!
December 4 –
Christmas Fun
December 18 –
Christmas Caroling at Ware
NEW DATES IN JANUARY – January 8 and 22

January 6-7
Plan to join us
for a fun-filled night!!
Look for more info soon!!
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OPC has talent!
Saturday, January 21
6 P.M.
Come and share
your talents!!
LAMPLIGHTER

Save the Date – The Greenwood Singers are coming out of retirement to present two Reunion
Concerts on Saturday, December 3rd at 7 P.M. at the Parkesburg Presbyterian Church and Sunday,
December 4th at 7:30 P.M. at Oxford Presbyterian Church. The program will feature both sacred and
secular Christmas Music—all “old favorites” of the group. We are looking forward to these
performances and will do our best to make the evening enjoyable. Barbara Reid and Nathan Bankert
will be directing the singers. Accompanists are Linda Hartshorne and Betsy Rabon. Cello soloist is
Ellen Hartshorne.

CALLING ALL KNITTERS! Learn how
to knit Prayer Squares. We seem to
need more and more each Sunday.
Join us on Tuesdays from 12 to 2.
We are knitting in the Bride’s
Parlor.

so n
n
i
k
t
A
The Group
Book

7 P.M.
OPC
LIBRARY

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs
to the church office. They
are being collected to
donate to Alfred I. duPont
Hospital for Children in
Wilmington, DE.

For January 2017, we will
read and discuss My
Beloved World by Sonia Sotomayor.
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The 2016 Christmas Eve Pageant (Christmas Eve at 6:30 P.M.)
It is hard to believe we are already preparing for the Christmas Eve Pageant. It seems like we were just
gathering together for Vacation Bible School! If your family is anything like mine, your summer was
filled with vacations and making the most of the extra sunlight, and fall has been filled with new
classrooms, after school activities and homework. It’s no wonder we feel propelled towards the
holidays! During this extra-busy season of meal planning, schedule juggling and gift giving, I am
reminded of the story of the Little Drummer Boy - A little boy who had nothing to give but himself and
his love of drumming to the baby Jesus.
The 2016 Christmas Eve pageant will tell a new version of the story of the drummer boy. In our OPC
pageant, a large family will be gathering together to enact a traditional Christmas pageant. The
various family members are busy and preoccupied by work, friends and wish-lists; but, what they learn
is that their love, through their presence – not presents, is the greatest gift of all. We will be talking a
lot about the story during KOK over the next few weeks. I encourage you to talk with your kids at
home about the story and what they are learning about the boy who had nothing to give.
Peace & Love, Ali Perry

Scenes from
2015
Christmas
Pageant
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RSVP by calling the Oxford Area Senior Center
610-932-5244 or Email: oxsrctr@zoominternet.net

Holiday Crafts – Make-it & Take-It
Homemade crafts make the best gifts for you or someone you love! Create
your own one-of-a-kind fall door hanger and holiday centerpiece at the Oxford Area Senior Center. Pickled Pickles boutique owner and craft enthusiast,
Jennifer Campion, will teach participants…step-by-step… how to make these
festive creations.
When:
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 @ 7 P.M. (Holiday Centerpiece)
Location: Oxford Area Senior Center (12 East Locust Street, Oxford, PA)
Cost:
$25 per class. Cash only. Space is limited!

HEALTHY EATING ON A BUDGET
The best way to start a new year is by making healthy
choices. Eating healthy on a budget can be challenging
but doesn’t have to be expensive. Licensed Dietitian
Nutritionist and Registered Dietitian, Carol Sweeney, will
discuss the importance of good nutrition and choosing
healthier foods that offer the most nutritional value. She will offer suggestions for meal planning and
making healthy, low-cost meals. She will teach us how to: find the best deals, read nutritional labels,
and offer money-saving tips for shopping and eating well on a budget.

January 11, 2017 @ 7 P.M. – The program is FREE; space is limited!

(Continued from page 4)

counselor to teach them the skills they need to
help them become financially stable. The women
are required to find employment within two
months after entering our program if they are
unemployed.
We believe there is no such thing as failure in our
ministry. We do what we can do the best we can
and trust God to do only what He can. This
ministry is all about Love, Loving God and Loving
others, the two greatest commandments as
recorded in the book of Matthew.
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We are a very small ministry with a BIG heart and a
BIG vision. Our vision is for more Oaks houses in
the future as God provides the funds and reveals
to us the homes he has chosen for his holy
purpose. We thank you for your prayers, your
financial support and for the beautiful home we
refer to as Oaks 2.
We are excited about our partnership with you
and working together to make a difference in the
lives of women in need. To God Be the Glory!!!
For more information and regular updates visit
our website at www.oxfordoaksministry.com
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December Birthdays
11
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
4
5
6
6
6
6
7
8
8

Dorothy Fike
Carol Warner
Robin Vanover
Judith Zenker
April Alete
Hayden Whiteman
Mason Whiteman
Gert Sersun
Richard Busko
Carl Groff
Abigail Johnson
Barb Hill
Eric Lechette
Joe Perloff
Cooper Johnson
Reba Gray
Linda Wyles

10
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
13
14
14
14
15
16
16
16
16

Jacob Little
Ellie Arthur
Victoria Hostetter
Peter Vernooy
Lynn McAllister
Jim Tierney
Jane Trimble
Dave Sauer
Emma Busko
Ridge Neumoyer
Dave Bradford
Vivian Brown
Colin Smith
Charlie Hammond
Liz Miller
Alyssa Stevenson
Sue Lombardi

17
17
17
18
19
24
24
25
27
29
29
30
30
31
31

Trevor Carter
Hillary Spotts
Richard Forcey
Leslie McFadien
Joe Bauer
Gretchen Adams
Jason Lechette
Meghan Barlow
Joanne Herr
Lisa Claypoole
Lauren Gingerich
Preston Godfrey
Jenny Lane
Beth Taylor
Maria Forcey

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
October 2016 Financial Review – Congregational Giving

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.
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Our Session
The Lamplighter
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The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Andrew Atkinson

Karen Olivieri

Beth MacMillan

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Janet Hudler

Andy Orechovesky

Walt Osborne

Dave Keefer

Rob Shaffer

Missy Sarver

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Ediene Ringler

Ali Verbanas

(vacant)

Kay Skinner

Amanda Woolston

Ashley Whiteman

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Laura King

Roy Caudill

Andy Arthur

Teressa Verkamp

Jenna Hammond

Bruce Hastings

Debbie Waltman

Bob Hudler

Danielle Stapleton

Tom Zundel

Lara Orechovesky

Herman Wharton

Joanne Herr (Youth)

Return Service Requested

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.

Oxford Presbyterian Church

Our Web Page:

Our Deacons

6 Pine Street

Visit Us on Facebook

Lillie Spotts (Youth)

Oxford, PA 19363

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com

