Volume 28, Issue 10

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THE

Lamplighter
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path

October 2015

Annual Giving

Our Leadership Team
Pastor
the Rev. D. Kerry Slinkard
Clerk of Session
Bonnie Rhodes
Deacons Moderator
Teressa Verkamp
Director of Music
Peter Slauch
Organist
Julie Allport
Faith Community Nurse
June Hoffman
Director of Christian Education
Stephen Doutrich
Preschool Director
Nicole Hartman
Secretary
Eryn Gallagher
Secretary
Lorraine Holton
Sexton
Clyde Prigg
Treasurer
Beth Keefer

Table of Contents:
Generations of Generosity ........ 1
Pastor’s Corner ......................... 2
Session Notes ........................... 2
Atkinson Reading Group ........... 2
Flight 93 Memorial Bus Trip ...... 3
Discourse from the Director...... 3
Outreach Ministry .................. 4-5
Just a Little Yarn ....................... 6
Shiloh Annual Turkey Dinner .... 8
Membership Committee ......... 10
Oxford Senior Center Events ... 11
New Pictorial Directory ........... 12
More from the MISTers ........... 12
Deacon Events ........................ 13
October Birthdays ................... 14
Financial Review ..................... 14
October List of Events ............. 15

Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church
is a family of Christians
dedicated to sharing the
unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and
world communities.

Stewardship is far more than simply a matter of money.
Stewardship is the faithful use of all the gifts that have been
entrusted to us by God, including our time, our talents, and yes,
our money. This is both a privilege and a responsibility. Our
ministry at Oxford Presbyterian Church is possible only because so
many people give so generously and faithfully of all these,
including their financial gifts to the church.
The biggest source of funding
for our ministry is the annual
stewardship pledge campaign.
Each year, our budget is
prepared by our Finance
Committee with input from all
committees and boards,
approved by elected church
leaders in the Session, and
then carefully overseen
throughout the year. Complete
financial information is readily
available in our Annual Report.
We introduced the theme for Annual Giving as “Generations Of
Generosity.” For most of our church’s history we have been
blessed to have generous pledgers who have helped us grow and
thrive. We who now call Oxford Presbyterian Church home are all
the beneficiaries of those generous donors who have come before
us, and now we need to do the same for those that will come after
us. We will be praying that all members of the congregation will
remain open to letting the Holy Spirit guide a faithful response.
Please give freely of your time, talent and treasure.
Why pledge?
By pledging, we commit our support to Oxford Presbyterian
Church, to the missions and programs that are a vital part of the
life of our church and our connection to the community. Our
(Continued on page 9)

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session
Finance Ministry has recommended, and Session
has approved, a spending freeze at OPC to insure
we have enough operating capital until the end
of the year. See Andy Orechovesky if you have
questions (related article on page 14).

The Pope’s
Visit
You know, I often use the Catholic Church as a
foil to help explain Reformed theology and why
we do what we do, sometimes in contrast to the
theology, doctrine and practice of the church in
Rome. Nevertheless, the visit of the Pope to the
U.S. is still a big deal, not only to Catholics, but
also to Protestants – especially THIS Pope. Since
his elevation to the Papacy two years ago, this
Pope has provided a reminder to all the church of
the responsibility of the church to address the
needs of the poor and marginalized of the world.
This has always been the doctrine of the Church,
but Francis embodies the doctrine in a new way.
From his selection of his namesake, St. Francis of
Assisi, the Pope has identified with the poor and
distanced himself from much of the pomp and
flourish normally attached to this office. He is
someone who lives his convictions as we all wish
we could.
I will always have differences with some Catholic
ways. But I am continually inspired by Francis’
personal determination to speak and act on
behalf of those outside the power elite—those
who cannot speak out effectively for themselves.
When we visited Rome a few years ago, the
Vatican was an awesome place filled with history
and beauty—the spiritual home of more than a
billion people. I imagine Francis ambling through
the holy halls—a brother in faith. A humble
pastor carrying the weight of so many faithful
souls.

New members’ class started on September 20 in
Pastor Kerry’s office. Not too late if you want to
join them at 9:30 for each Sunday session. New
members will be presented at church on October
25. Come and make a day of it! Your Session will
be hosting the October 25 Community Meal with
Ali Verbanas coordinating…tortellini and
meatballs, salad, etc.! If you want to see the
Elders in action and dine with the new members,
this is your opportunity! See you there.
Stewardship’s “Generations of Generosity”
campaign is in full swing. Prayerfully consider all
the ways God has been good to OPC and our
ministries and how your generous giving
continues to support them.
The Adventure Club needs volunteers to
continue. See Steve D or Lorraine if you can help.
Thanks!
New Pictorial Directory photos will be taken on
October 11 and 18. There will be sign-up sheets
available. Please see a Deacon for more
information.
Ladies, save these dates: Tuesday, December 8
at 6:30 P.M. for Presbyterian Women’s Fellowship
Dinner; Friday, March 18-Sunday, March 30,
2016 for PW Retreat to be held at Sandy Cove
with Bethany Atkinson coordinating.
See Rob Shaffer, Chair of Property Ministry, if you
have any building or maintenance concerns.
God bless us everyone!

See you in church!
PEACE,
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Pastor Kerry

The Atkinson Book Group will
meet on October 26 at 7 P.M. at
Oxford Presbyterian Church to
discuss, Zoo Station by David
Downing.
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Flight 93 Memorial &
Bedford Village Bus Trip
Saturday, October 24
We are planning a trip to Shanksville, Pa, to visit
the Flight 93 Memorial and then on to Bedford
Village in Bedford, Pa.
A common field one
day. A field of
honor forever. On
Tuesday morning,
9/11/2001, the U.S.
came under attack
when four commercial airliners were hijacked
and used to strike targets on the ground.
Nearly 3,000 people tragically lost their lives.
Because of the actions of the 40 passengers
and crew aboard one of the planes, Flight 93,
the attack on the U.S. Capitol was thwarted.
Old Bedford Village is
a living history village
that brings the past into
the present. Old
Bedford Village offers a
rich variety of
educational and
entertainment activities. Visitors of all ages will
enjoy our military and civilian re-enactments,
colonial crafts, exhibits and instructions,
festivals, murder/mystery evenings, old
fashioned Christmas celebrations and more!
Cost is $44 per person (includes bus and
entrance into Bedford Village). Bring your
friends—we need 40 people to make this trip
possible!
Bring a packed lunch. Supper is your choice of
places to eat: Denny’s, Bedford Diner, Hoss’s
Steak and Sea, Wendy’s.
Itinerary: Leave OPC
Arrive Flight 93 Memorial
Leave Flight 93
Arrive Bedford Village
Leave Bedford Village
Arrive for supper
Leave Bedford
Arrive OPC
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7:30 A.M.
11 A.M.
1:00 P.M.
1:45 P.M.
4:30 P.M.
4:45 P.M.
6 P.M.
9 P.M.

Discourse
from the
Director

Steve Doutrich
I am reading a book by John Fischer that’s
titled, On a hill too far away. The book centers
on the theme of putting the cross back at the
center of our Christian life. He shares a story
about a church in Old Greenwich, Connecticut
that built a cross in the middle of the center
aisle at the base of the steps up to the
platform. To see the pastor at the pulpit, you
must look around the cross. To walk up on the
platform, you must go around the cross. When
you get married, you must walk around the
cross and up the steps to the platform. The
cross is the central focal point of the sanctuary
when you enter in the back. The cross is not a
beautiful polished piece of architecture. No, it
is roughhewn wood. For you see, the original
cross was not beautiful. It too was roughly
hewed and tied together with ropes. It was the
form of capital punishment. The cross is a
symbol meant only for the most despised
lawbreakers.
When you sit in that church in Old Greenwich,
Connecticut, and encounter this startling
placement of the cross, you discover that the
cross is the undeniable focal point in the
church. Is the cross a focal point in my
Christian life? Am I mindful of what Jesus did
for me on a cross? No, the cross is not
beautiful, but neither are our sins. But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8.

e
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Community Meal is
growing. We are serving
close to 120. Our
October Meal on
October 25 will be
hosted by Session. It is
always free and open to
everyone.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING: BLESSED
ARE THE PEACEMAKERS
What you’ve known as the Peacemaking Offering has been transformed into the Peace & Global
Witness Offering. This new Offering will have a greater global reach, more significant impact, and
bring peace to people through Christ.
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is received during the Season of Peace, which ends on World
Communion Sunday.
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize
up to 25% of this Offering to sustain their local peacemaking ministries.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18–19
Jesus calls us to be peacemakers.
We see this every day as we experience our world’s need for Christ’s reconciling love, peace, and
justice. We feel this as we long to know God’s peace in our hearts and relationships. The promise of
Jesus “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9) is both a
comfort and a challenge.
OPC is busy with helping others. The Hunger Walk, Community Meals, volunteering in the schools and
Lighthouse Youth Center, and Christmas Food Boxes are just a few of the opportunities this fall to
impact the lives of those who need us.
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Just a
Little Yarn
Roy Caudill
Confession time.
Linda and I hoard
prayer squares.
Well, that’s not
exactly true, but we do make sure that we have a
stash of four or five on hand at home at all
times. Who knows when one of the young ones,
a newly found friend, or an older struggling one
might need a little tale about faith and the power
of prayer and something to squeeze firmly as a
reminder of that power? It’s just a little yarn, but
never underestimate its utility. Those simple
little handiworks fit neatly into get-well cards,
notes of encouragement or thanks, purses, and
pockets, of course. And recently the prayer
square became another puzzle piece in my
calling that I’ve been asked to share with you all.
It’s taken me many years of close calls and swift
salvation to value making a fool of myself if the
cause is worthwhile. That’s why I don’t mind
making the rounds to local business people,
shopkeepers, and restaurant owners at Apple
Festival time to tell them all about our mission.
Last year Joe Bauer allowed me to begin this
adventure, and this year Neeley Spotts and
Sharon Brooks gave me the green light to again
seek donations for our silent auction. Mailing out
letters to folks we don’t know harvests
wonderful results, but I just feel the folks of my
hometown deserve a personal visit, handshake
or hug, and a chat. Never miss an opportunity to
be blessed and share blessings!
This year I decided to add a little wrinkle to my
visitation as I know that many of the town’s shop
and business owners have endured tough
economic times and still struggle to hold on to
their dreams. In addition to my meager letter
about the Apple Festival, I decided to gift each
person I visited with at least one prayer square.
You see, even before we became members of
OPC, Linda and I viewed the festival as more than
a “fund raiser” but more of a celebration and gift
to the people of Oxford. Why shouldn’t I give
testimony to our mission to share the love of
Jesus Christ and open the doors of our church,
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or any church, to those who haven’t heard the
one meaningful call yet?
Oh, the yarns I could spin for you about the
fruits of my experiences this year! But, I wish to
mention just a few; and the first is about a new
little shop on South Third Street, housed in the
former Lighthouse home. It’s called Wholly
Grounds. Being a sucker for word play and a
good cup of coffee, I couldn’t wait for it to open.
With no fanfare or formal announcement, a
chalkboard sign popped up on the sidewalk on
August 25, and I knew my time had come. We
drove by but quickly turned around in the Pizza
Hut parking lot and drove back to help christen
the beanery.
It was barely 9:00 in the morning and we weren’t
their first customers, but the owners and staff
greeted us as if we were. I was in love. Gripping
my worn and stuffed portfolio containing my
Apple Festival flier and a prayer square, we
introduced ourselves and welcomed Jeff and
Cheryl Hamm, the owners, to Oxford. I had
spoken to them a few weeks earlier when I
pressed my face against their front windows to
get a preview of their shop. They had opened the
doors to tell me they would debut in about a
month due to a few unexpected hitches…and
they remembered me from that encounter. Linda
and I ordered coffee and a bagel, as we had been
on our way to have breakfast that morning. While
we waited for our bagel I found it very easy to
give Cheryl my little letter, the prayer square,
and what I call the “Story of the Prayer Square”
involving the Prayer Shawl ladies, their mission,
and my demonstration of how I carry mine in my
pocket so that when I reach for my keys I am
reminded that people pray for me and I should
certainly be praying for others. She listened very
earnestly and her eyes welled a bit as she
fingered it gently. “I love this,” she muttered and
quickly turned to get the bagels.
Cheryl’s daughter brought our bagels to the
table and I told Linda how her mother had
responded when I gave her the square. I wasn’t
at all puzzled or uncomfortable but felt warm
and assured that God’s work was being done in
this place. Linda and I ate and enjoyed talking
with the Hamm’s children and staff about their
excitement at being in their own store rather
than selling popcorn under a canopy at First
Friday celebrations. Yes, these are the same
LAMPLIGHTER

people who make that tasty treat available to us
just once a month! They were so excited and
grateful to finally be under roof and able to
become a part of the Oxford family.
As we were finishing up our coffee, Cheryl
appeared at our table and leaned in to ask, “You
wouldn’t have another prayer square with you,
would you?” Her eyes were still moist and she
wiped some tears. I quickly responded, “Oh sure,
I have some out in the car. I’ll go get you one.”
When I returned she told me a story that I’ll
remember for a long, long time.
“Last night our church had a special prayer
meeting for a young man in our congregation
who was just hospitalized. He was having so
many troubles and lived with us for a while as he
was struggling with his challenges, but there
came a point where he needed other help. He
had to go to the hospital. It’s gotten really bad
for him and I’d love to put one of your prayer
squares in his hand tonight and tell him about
what happened here today.”
Her tears were gone by now, but ours were
about to flow. I don’t even recall exactly what I
said but it was something along the lines that we
would pray for him and felt blessed to be able to
share our love with him. I do remember saying,
“We’ll be back in soon and hopefully you’ll have
some good news to share with us.” Warm
gratitude was expressed for our welcoming them
to town, for sharing, and, of course, we were
invited back. We left knowing that a meager
breakfast had become an amazing feast.
But, there’s more to the story. As we stepped out
the doors of Wholly Grounds, a voice behind us
called, “Would you all like a free smoothie?” It
wasn’t Cheryl, but a young lady standing in the
doorway of Lifetime Nutrition which is right next
door. I’d never been inside that establishment,
so it was a tempting offer. Instead I responded,
“No thanks; we just finished coffee and a bagel.”
And, then I remembered my Apple Fest silent
auction quest. I quickly added, “But I would like
to talk to you for a minute.” I grabbed another
prayer square and stepped inside Lifetime
Nutrition for the first time.
I introduced myself and met Courtney, daughter
of the business owner. She obviously knew little
about Oxford, her neighbors here, or local
events that happened outside the store’s doors.
Volume 28, Issue 10

Oxford Presbyterian Church? No. Apple Festival?
No. I did not anticipate this response at all so I
had to do a little teaching. I presented her with
my flier, but she was genuinely unimpressed.
Then, I produced my secret weapon…the prayer
square. Once more, I took mine from my pocket
and told her the “Story of the Prayer Square.” A
smile spread across her face and with true
innocence announced, “I didn’t know churches
did stuff like this.” I assured her that we did so
much more and invited her to that church
beneath the really tall steeple way down the
street. “I’m going to put this in my backpack and
keep it there.” That wasn’t exactly the response I
was hoping for, but a door was still opened and
once again that little square had allowed God’s
love and blessings to be shared.
Over the following weeks I continued my visits to
Oxford’s store and business owners and shared
at least one prayer square with each one. A
waitress at one local eatery requested four more
so she could share them with her colleagues who
faced challenges within their families. The owner
of an art gallery at a popular winery proclaimed,
“I really needed this right now. It’s wonderful
that you do this and I’m sure we can help you
with an auction item.” The owner of one of
Oxford’s most popular restaurants sat with us at
lunch, squeezed his tightly, and said, “My mom
always carried her prayer cloth. She’d be so glad
to know I’ve got one too.”
I don’t know exactly how many prayer squares
were shared during my quest for silent auction
gifts…nearly 50 for sure…and I’m so glad that I
don’t have to formally account for my inventory!
I think the ladies in the Prayer Shawl Ministry
don’t mind my distribution methods a bit. After
all, they did go down to Wholly Grounds to stitch
and sip one Tuesday afternoon…and they
certainly must feel so blessed, as I do, to
demonstrate the power of just a little yarn.
All writers know that some yarns are nearly
impossible to complete. This one is not. You
need to know that I returned to Wholly Grounds
the week after our initial visit. The owner,
Cheryl, had really good news. “I took the prayer
square to our young man in the hospital. He
squeezed it hard and said to thank those who
prayed for him. They released him from the
hospital and he attended church this Sunday.”
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(Continued from page 1)

pledges are also instrumental in the day-today life of the church, its ministries and its
care.
How do I give?
Make a check out to Oxford Presbyterian
Church and mail/deliver it to the Office.
Use your pledge envelopes for weekly,
monthly, or quarterly donations to Annual
Stewardship. You may place these in the
offering plate or drop off at the Office.
Stewardship Minutes For Mission During The
Month Of October And Early November
Over the course of six weeks, we will explore
how the practice of giving supports lifegiving ministries -- new possibilities -- not
only right here at Oxford Presbyterian, in
our own presbytery and community, but also
in other communities and countries. Every
day, through your pledge commitment,
people in and around Oxford Presbyterian
experience their life of faith in new and
deeper ways. Your generosity generates
mission, enables new possibilities, and
changes lives. And it does so over and over
again.
Here is a timeline for the six weeks of our
Generations of Generosity stewardship
campaign:
Weekly Reflections.
Beginning Sunday, October 4, and
continuing until Sunday, November 1, your
service leaflet will include reflections written
by OPC members covering faithful giving. In
addition, during the Sunday services we will
hear stories of personal transformation, and
of new possibilities made real through
generous giving.

Please bring your pledge card to worship on
Sunday, November 8, or return it to the
church office anytime before November 8th.
Commitment Sunday, November 8. On
November 8, we will celebrate Commitment
Sunday, the culmination of our stewardship
journey, when pledges will be completed
and offered as an act of worship. If you
submit your pledge prior to November 8, a
blank card will be available, symbolically
giving it to God in the offering plate. Your
commitment is necessary to reach our goal
of 100% participation and to help fulfill
God’s mission at Oxford Presbyterian.
Yours in Christ,
Andrew Atkinson and Karen Olivieri
Annual Giving Co-Chairs

Can Tabs
Please bring your can tabs to
the church office. They are
being collected to donate to
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for
Children in
Wilmington, DE.

Pledge Forms. Please pray over what your
pledge will be over the next six weeks.
Volume 28, Issue 10
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Member Spotlight

Membership
Committee

The Membership Committee would
like to introduce two special ladies.
Our oldest member, Jere MacMillan,
mother of Don MacMillan, who will
be celebrating her 100th birthday on
October 10!
And here is our youngest member,
Novella Lee Hudler, daughter of
Ryan and Amber Hudler, who was
born on September 2, 2015..

How wonderful is it that we as a
church can say our membership
ages span a century!
Take a moment this month to send
a birthday card to Jere, and meet
Novella on Sunday morning! What
a blessing these two members are!
Submitted by Janet Hudler,
Membership Committee

Learning
News from Preschool:

Ministry

The preschool hallways are back in session and off to a great start!

We would like to welcome Noelle Topmiller, Gwen McCoy and
Kelley Zakeri to our preschool staff. We currently have two TOT
classes, three Nursery classes and three Pre-K classes.
In September and October we are offering two events for the preschool families to get to know one
another. We planned an ice cream social and a field trip to Cherry Crest Farm.
We also held a Scholastic Book Fair. All proceeds from the book fair help us to continue to fill the
classrooms with learning toys, books and teacher resources.
This year in Faith Based Friday we will be focusing on one letter from the alphabet each week. The
lessons consist of a bible verse, stories, craft, snack, music and movement. This class is also offered
to children that do not attend the preschool. We are excited that we currently have 25-30 children in
attendance each week!
Blessings, Nicole
Page 10
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Improve your quality of life through
Chiropractic Care
A GENTLE, non-surgical HEALING ART
100% Organic, Drug-Free Therapeutics
The Oxford Area Senior Center is offering a FREE class on how
chiropractic services can improve your general health and well
being...at any age. Dr. Douglas Fasick will explain how regular
chiropractic care can treat everything from headaches and injuries
to nervous and musculoskeletal system disorders. You will learn
how regular chiropractic care offers many benefits including
natural pain relief, increased balance, coordination & flexibility
and stronger immune function.
Join us on Wednesday, October 7th @ 7 P.M. at the Oxford Area Senior Center (12 E. Locust Street,
Oxford, PA)
The class is free. Enhancing your overall state of health…priceless!
R.S.V.P. by October 2. Call 610-932-5244 or Email: oxsrctr@zoominterenet.net

“Pasta for a Purpose”
Proceeds help fund programs & services for Senior Citizens
Enjoy a delicious take-out spaghetti dinner in the comfort of your own
home. Menu includes: spaghetti with meatballs, salad and dressing,
dinner roll and a homemade dessert.
Date:

Wednesday, October 21, 2015

Time:

Dinners may be picked up between 3-6 P.M.

Location:

12 E. Locust Street, Oxford, PA

Cost:

Only $7.00 per dinner

To reserve your meal, contact
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net
Volume 28, Issue 10

the Oxford

Area Senior Center at

610-932-5244

or
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Nurturing
Ministry
Coming Soon—New Photo Directory
We will be updating our church pictorial directory this fall. We will be producing a loose-leaf directory
in-house so we will be able to include additional information about our church family and update it
regularly with new families to keep it current.
The dates for the photo sessions are Sunday, October 11 and Sunday October 18. Time-slot signups will be available on October 4.
About the Photographer
Mark Freisleben is a Professional Photographer and the sole proprietor of Freisleben
Photography, a home studio in our Oxford community.

More from the MISTers
Steamy summer is behind us and autumn’s nip is upon us. So, OPC’s Men in Service Team…the
MISTers…have a few reminders to share with the congregation since the cooler weather makes choredoing so much more pleasant.
First, the MIST is here to serve those in need of assistance with small household tasks that don’t
require professional expertise. We know some folks are physically limited and unable to get things
done around their homes and may be financially challenged as well. The MISTers have tackled tree
pruning, garden weeding, lawn clearing, refuse removal, mulching, shed repair, and a bit of outdoor
painting. We’ve also been able to get a volunteer to do a mower repair job that was beyond our skills.
So, we will try to find someone with the skills that you might require at no
or a reasonable cost.
Second, you may know of someone needing our help and wish to refer
them to the MISTers. That’s so easy to do. Just look on the table in the
narthex that has the little yellow tool box and MIST poster. We have simple
referral forms there as well as “applications” for membership in the MIST.
When you’ve completed either form, simply put it in the toolbox, under the
little tray that lifts out; or you could put them in Roy Caudill’s or
Bob Hudler’s mailbox. We check the toolbox and mailboxes weekly so it
shouldn’t take long to hear from us.
Finally, the MIST welcomes new members at any time and reminds you that
we socialize as well as serve. Each “job” we’ve taken has given us the
opportunity to enjoy each other’s company and strengthen our bonds of
Christian brotherhood outside the doors of the church. In October we will resume our monthly
breakfasts and be planning some exciting activities and adventures in support of our fellowship
mission. And, we do what we are able to do with no guilt ever about missing an activity due to other
obligations, family plans, or physical challenges. That’s just the way MISTers roll!
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We'll be playing a variety of fun family
games of all kinds and have refreshments
as well. Whether we have a few families or
a whole bunch, we always have a great
time and leave thinking we should do this
more often. And, you're not required to
bring an entire family! Individuals and
couples are always welcome to the family
fun at OPC.

November 15

6:00 P.M.
FELLOWSHIP
HALL

Kilby Cream Bonfire
October 17th 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
Join the Deacons for some fall fun at Kilby Cream! Corn maze, hayride,
and s’mores by the fire
Sign up sheet is in the church office - payment is due upon signing up
$6.00 per person or
$20 max per family
Rain date is October 18th 4:00 - 6:00 P.M.
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October Birthdays
2
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
5

Carolyn Gandin
Bob Harvey
Chuck Slezak
Nancy Andress
Brett Spotts
Josh Baity
Augustine Atkinson
Maya Hahn
Sarah Johnson

5
7
9
9
9
10
12
14
15

Tom Sarver
Tony Walker
Anna Atkinson
Jennifer Kelly
Julie Allport
Jere MacMillan
Helen DeBacco
John Thomson
Dave Allen

15
16
17
17
20
20
21
21
23

Marion Asel
Patricia Turner
Connor Gentile
Tyler Ruth
Joshua Robinson
Zachary Stapleton
Judy Walls
Tim Wilson
Bob Gandin

23
24
24
25
28
28
30
30
31

Kayden Hudler
Faith Gehm
Faye Doyle
Kay Skinner
Isaiah Carter
Nathaniel Carter
Becky Zundel
Tiffany Bohnsack
William Johnson

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
August 2015 Financial Review – Congregational Giving
INCOME
Members' Giving
Loose Oﬀering
Other Income*
TOTAL INCOME

August
$21,815.00
$1,155.00
$17,752.86
$40,722.86

YTD Income
$170,027.00
$9,679.94
$88,819.98
$268,526.92

YTD Budget
$158,205.00
$12,617.00
$70,805.25
$241,627.25

August
$200.00
$483.19
$515.64
$347.91
$0.00
$36,213.35
$37,760.09

YTD Expense
$2,432.22
$10,109.60
$4,508.17
$30,222.64
$1,141.05
$291,795.72
$340,209.40

YTD Budget
$1,725.00
$10,580.00
$4,570.00
$32,225.74
$900.00
$266,459.74
$316,460.48

MINISTRY EXPENSES
Worship
Learning
Nurturing
Outreach
Serving
Suppor ng
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME (LOSS)

($71,682.48)

*Other income is comprised of committee offerings, building use fees and non-living gifts.

As some of you may have heard, Session voted during its September meeting to enact a spending
freeze. This decision will be reviewed during each upcoming, monthly Session meeting to ensure we
continue to carefully track our finances. Beth Keefer, Treasurer, has a list of what is required to
maintain operations and unfortunately all other spending will need to stop for the time being. To
date, our expenses are considerably, and regularly, over where they should be given our income. I
would ask that all of the various committees refrain from incurring additional expenses until
otherwise directed by Session. I understand that upon hearing this many of you may be concerned
about the financial state of our church. Finance will be diligently reviewing the proposed budgets for
next year in the coming month to reduce the risk of this happening again next year. Additionally over
the coming weeks, we will be providing updates to the congregation as to the current financial needs
for the remainder of the year. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. God Bless and
Thank You for your understanding, Andrew Orechovesky (Finance Committee Chairman).
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Recurring Meetings/Events at Oxford Presbyterian Church (summer schedule may differ)

October 2015 Meetings and Events

Sundays:

Worship every Sunday at 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. Communion the first Sunday of every
month. Coffee Fellowship follows each service in the Parlor.
Sunday School for All Ages every Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
PW Coordinating Team Meeting–First Sunday of every month at 12:15 P.M. in the Chapel/Library.
Revolution Youth Group meets every Sunday at 6 P.M. – dates may change.
Mondays
Junior Girl Scout Troop 4644 — 2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Tuesdays:
Living Healthy/Living Well—Every Tuesday at 4:15 P.M. in the Parlor.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Workshop—Every Tuesday from 12:00 P.M to 2:00 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Family Literacy Program—Every Tuesday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Women, Infants and Children—The second, third and fourth Tuesdays of every month from 8:30 A.M. to
4:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (Room may vary throughout the year.)
Wednesdays: Office Staff Meeting—Every Wednesday at 10:30 A.M. in the Pastor’s Study.
Adventure Club—Every Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (September through April)
Bells of Praise Practice from 6:30 to 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary (first practice to be announced).
Chancel Choir Practice at 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary (beginning September 16).
Thursdays:
Family Literacy Program—Every Thursday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Cub Scout Pack 213—Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Bible Study with Steve Doutrich—every Thursday at 6:30 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Shalom Circle—First Thursday of every month at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Jackie Slauch.
Fridays:
Family Literacy Program—Every other Friday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
The Friendship Circle–Third Friday of every month at 2:00 P.M. at Ware Presbyterian Village.
NA Clean and Serene—Every Friday at 7:00 P.M. in the Sonshine Room.

Special Events/Meetings in the Oxford Presbyterian Church
10/4 – 19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
12p
Outreach Committee Meeting
10/7
6p
Adventure Club Begins
10/8
6p
Finance Committee Meeting
10/10
4:30-6:30p Shiloh Presbyterian Church Turkey Dinner

Library/Conference Room
Fellowship Hall
Library/Conference Room
Fellowship Hall

10/11 – 20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
12p
Directory Photo Shoot
3p
Widow’s Gathering
10/13
6:30p
Oxford Area Historical Association
10/17
9a
Clothing Exchange
6p
Kilby Cream Bonfire

Rooms 5&6, Second Floor
Parlor
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall
Rising Sun, MD

10/18 – 21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
12p
Directory Photo Shoot
1p
Hunger Walk
10/19
7p
Deacon’s Meeting
10/24
7:30a
Bus Trip to Shanksville, PA—Flight 93 Memorial

Rooms 5&6, Second Floor
Oxford Memorial Park
Library/Conference Room

10/25 – 22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Blood Pressure Readings – New Member Class Presented at Worship
5:30p
Community Meal
Fellowship Hall
10/26
7p
Atkinson Reading Group
Library/Conference Room
10/29
6p
Finance Committee Meeting
Library/Conference Room
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Our Session

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com
Visit Us on Facebook

Our Web Page:
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Class of 2017

Barbara Hill

Andrew Atkinson

Karen Olivieri

Peter King

Janet Hudler

Andy Orechovesky

Bonnie Rhodes (Clerk)

Dave Keefer

Rob Shaffer

David Sauer

Ediene Ringler

Ali Verbanas

Rebecca Zundel

Kay Skinner

Amanda Woolston

Hayley Allport (Youth)

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2015

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Lisa Koza

Laura King

Roy Caudill

Cristina Tackett

[ vacant ]

Jenna Hammond

Herman Wharton

Teressa Verkamp

Bob Hudler

Ethel Backenstose

Debbie Waltman

Lara Orechovesky

Carley Stoltzfus (Youth)

Return Service Requested

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Class of 2016

Oxford Presbyterian Church

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

Class of 2015

6 Pine Street
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