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Our Vision

Oxford Presbyterian Church
is a family of Christians
dedicated to sharing the
unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and
world communities.

Fall Campaign Kicks Off
It’s stewardship season again. In
lots of churches, folks are being
asked to reflect on their gifts,
their gratitude and God’s grace,
and consider making a financial
giving commitment for the
coming year. On the
one hand, we do
this because
on a
practical
level, we
need to
plan a
church
budget. But
generations of
Christians before us teach
us that giving is not just some
duty to an institution (like dues
we pay), but that our generosity
is a spiritual discipline.

or talent, we admire our friends
who show generosity of spirit in
their lives. Financial generosity is
something we tend to keep
hidden from public view. But we
still know it when we see it (or
don’t see it) in
ourselves.
Generosity is
both a
challenge
and a gift.
That’s what
this year’s
campaign is
all about.

Gift of the Gospel

Stewardship seems like a simple
word: to be good stewards of the
gifts we have been given. But
what does “stewardship” look
like? Is it to “have
dominion” (Gen. 1:26) or to
“serve and keep” (Gen. 2:15) or
to have “ownership” of creation
(Ps. 24:1)? Generosity, on the
other hand IS easy. We know it
when we see it, whether it is
generosity with giving one’s time

Last year’s meal and
celebration was a great success!
There were many comments
about what a fun and
informative evening it was. We
will once again gather in
fellowship to share God’s many
blessings in our individual lives
and in our congregation, and to
be inspired.
When the campaign caller
contacts you, please say, “Yes!”
and join us for the Festive Meal.
Oh, and don’t forget your

Generosity!

Festive Meal and Celebration
October 18

SESSION NOTES
By Bonnie Rhodes, Clerk of Session

Pray
for PEACE
It seems every time we
turn around, someone else is killing the person
next to them. I don’t need to go into details, it’s
all disturbing, whether in our families, our
communities, or in the midst of international
conflict.
Our nation is again preparing to advance war in
the name of pursuing peace—killing to stop the
killings. It is a terrible moral dilemma for anyone
who sees the value of every human life as
Christians are called to do. We don’t want anyone
to be able to take another life without even
thinking about it but didn’t God say, “Vengeance
is mine?” Is God calling for us to wait for divine
retribution and the final reckoning, or do we
“take arms against a sea of troubles, and, by
opposing, end them.” as Hamlet pondered?

September 24 will mark the 25th Ordination
Anniversary for Pastor Kerry. We plan to present a
gift to him at the Saturday, October 18 Festive
Meal. Hope to see you all there! If you would like
to bring/send him a card, etc., you are most
welcome to do so. Thanks.
For our Youth programs, volunteers are needed
for Adventure Club, Youth Group and Sunday
School (grades 4-5-6). Please see Steve Doutrich if
you would like to help!
Thanks to all who serve(d) on Session! Nominating
Committee will be seeking new Elders and
Deacons to serve for 3-year terms. Please pray
about a personal commitment.
Thanks and God bless us every one!

Joint Worship Service
October 5
7:00 P.M.

My frustration comes from groups claiming their
faith calls them to take innocent lives. It is
encouraging that Muslim clerics and scholars are
issuing statements of definitive guidance (a
fatwa) pointing out the misreading of Islamic law
and teaching being perpetrated by the extremist
groups in the Middle East. Sheik Abdullah bin
Bayyah said, "We must declare war on war so the
outcome will be peace upon peace."

Celebrate Peacemaking!

On October 5, churches all over the world will
pray for peace and celebrate communion as a
sign of our common bond in Christ Jesus. We will
also receive the Peacemaking Offering to help
promote peace and justice around the world and
right here in Oxford.

The Oxford Ministerium is celebrating World
Communion Sunday with a joint service to
celebrate our unity in this sacrament—a
unity that creates a sacred bond of peace
that we can show and share with the world
around us.

At 7:00 that evening Oxford United Methodist
Church will host the Ministerium ecumenical
service promoting peace and understanding. I
hope you will participate in this service and join
your voice in the call for peace.
See you in church!
PEACE,
Page 2

Pastor Kerry

at Oxford United
Methodist Church

The Atkinson Book Group

Our book for October is
In the Sanctuary of Outcasts
by Neil White.
We will discuss that book on October 27.
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Discourse
from the
Director
Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for the beautiful prayer
quilt you gave me. Ellie and I are so thankful for
all the thoughts and the prayers that have been
said on our behalf. We like the Bible reference on
the quilt that says “God is my Strength.” That is
so true. We just pray that God will be glorified in
our lives while we battle this cancer. We know we
are in His hands. Thank you again for all of your
work on this quilt. It means so much.
Sincerely,
Dale Doutrich
(Steve’s dad)

COFFEE HOUR
Isn’t it great to come out after worship and
share coffee or tea and snacks with our
church family each Sunday?
Those few moments of fellowship and
conversation can really make our Sunday
special. The Deacons need your help to
continue this important time in our life
together. No experience is necessary! Anyone
can do it! Detailed instructions are provided
for making coffee and starting the hot water
for tea and cocoa. You just need to bring a
light snack (homemade or store bought),
lemonade or other juice, and straighten up
afterwards. NO DISHWASHING INVOLVED.
Don’t like to bake? Team up with a friend who
does! Families and groups are welcome too!
We’d also be grateful for those willing to just
provide baked goods or cleanup. ANY HELP IS
APPRECIATED!
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Steve Doutrich
What is important to you? That’s a great
question to ask, especially when you want to
attract young families to our church. So, what
is important to young families? What makes a
church attractive to young families? What do
they look for when considering a church?
Besides a warm and welcoming atmosphere
where people embrace them with the love of
Jesus, the Church Nursery is next on the list.
Does the church have a clean and safe room
where their precious little one will be cared for
by a loving staff? We have the loving and
caring staff member, Tricia Barlow. However,
we are lacking when it comes to a clean
environment. The nursery has no running
water. There is no way to wash hands, clean
up after a baby, or wash toys. We have used
baby wipes and hand sanitizer. While that is
OK, every health professional will say, you
need hot running water in a nursery. So we
are making some major changes to the
nursery. We are moving the nursery in order
to be near water lines so we can install a sink.
We have also torn out the carpet and installed
tiled flooring. We will have a rug for the play
area. This will help make the nursery a more
sanitary place for the little ones. The nursery
will be moving to Room 204 in October. We
will let you know when the GRAND OPENING
will happen! I hope you will stop by and see
the new updated nursery.

e
S te v
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A Season of Peace Begins Sunday
September - October 5 marks a time for the church's
focus on peacemaking
A Season of Peace is a pilgrimage designed to deepen the pursuit of peace for congregations. The
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program funds programs that support non-violent solutions to conflict. You
will hear stories of how gifts to the Peacemaking Offering actively make a difference in the lives of
others. Look for weekly information in your bulletin. October 5 is Peacemaking Sunday and World
Communion Sunday. An offering will be taken on October 5th. Please give generously.

WALKERS and SPONSORS NEEDED
Join us on Sunday, October 19. with 1:00 pm registration at Oxford
Memorial Park. Don MacMillan, Andrew Atkinson, and Steve Doutrich are
official contact people. Many others will be glad to accept your pledge as
you sign up to walk. All money raised is used by Oxford Neighborhood
Services Center to meet local food needs with the remaining used by
Church World Service to respond to national/international disasters and
emergencies. Any questions, ask Jim Sumner or Connie Winchester.

Our South African Visitors admired our Display Case in the Narthex.
The items are ones given to us when OPC visited them. Jameson (left)
is from Khulani Church, which is our Sister Church in South Africa.
They asked for prayers to finish the Khulani Church, which is very
remote, and has had many problems. Also, pray for unity in their
presbytery.

Outreach Committee Disbursements
From Miscellaneous Local Mission Line in the budget the following are planned giving this year:
$500
$750
$500
$750
$300
$1,000
$2,000
$500
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Relay for Life
Varaso Family Mission
Wayfarer’s House, Meeting Ground, MD
Presbyterian Children’s Village (will soon be theVillage)
Oxford Fire Department ($150 each in honor of OPC’s Mothers and OPC’s Fathers)
Lighthouse Ministry Building Fund
Disaster Relief
South African Mission
We are thankful for a generous congregation.
LAMPLIGHTER

CWS Emergency
Cleanup Buckets

Community
Meal
October 26
5:30-7:00 P.M.

In the month of November we will be collecting to help those in need.
These supplies enable people to begin the overwhelming job of
cleaning up after a flood, hurricane, tornado, or other disaster here
in the United States. We will provide the bucket if you would like to
take one and fill it up. You may also like to contribute money, or to
buy a few items to help fill up a bucket.
To assemble an Emergency Cleanup Bucket you will need:
One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid
Five scouring pads
Seven sponges, assorted sizes
One scrub brush
Eighteen cleaning towels (reusable, like Easy Wipes®)
One 50-78 oz. box dry laundry detergent
One 12 oz. bottle of liquid concentrated household cleaner
(like Lysol®)
One 25 oz. bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn®)
One package of 48-50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.
Five dust masks
Two pairs latex gloves (like Playtex®)
One pair work gloves
28-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (30-45 gallon)
One 6-9 oz. bottle of insect repellent (pump, drops or lotion,
not aerosol)
Please provide all liquids in new, unopened plastic bottles. Be sure to
send only new materials. Place all items in the plastic bucket, making
sure they are packed securely to avoid damage during shipment, and
seal lid with packing tape.
Note: Because of the volatility of the contents, Emergency Cleanup
Kits are not shipped internationally.
Cleanup-up Bucket value: $56
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Hosted by an OPC adult
Sunday School Class

It is free and open
to everyone.

Collecting Children’s
Shoes and Boys Jeans for
the Neighborhood Thrift
Shop
Sizes 1 thru 9
New or Gently used
ALSO NEEDED
BOYS JEANS size
4-16
DROP BOX BY
CHURCH OFFICE

“Least of These”
We have a basket in the
Narthex where canned
goods, non-perishable
items, cleaning and
toiletry supplies may be
donated. Neighborhood
Services Center needs our
support to meet the
growing needs of the
community.
Jesus said, “Whenever you
did this for one of the
least of these, my
brothers, you did it for
me.”
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PW Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves
• to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
• to support the mission of the church worldwide,
• to work for justice and peace,
• and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Join us in Minneapolis!
The 2015 PW Churchwide Gathering will be held
June 18–21, 2015 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Make plans to join us! Registration for the event
is just $395 (less than in 2012!), with hotel rooms
at the Hyatt Regency at $169 per night (up to four
guests per room).
Registration will open January 15, 2015.
The theme of the Gathering is “One Body, One Spirit,” based on 1 Corinthians 12:12–27. As always,
workshops, plenary sessions, worship, mission opportunities and all Gathering programming will
explore the theme in the context of a diverse, faithful sisterhood.
Write the Gathering theme song!
Is there a song in your heart? Are you movin’ your feet?
Imagine One Body movin’ to the beat.
We’re lookin’ for a theme song.
Will you create one and send it along?
Experienced songwriters, budding musicians,
we await your creative submissions.
Familiar melody* or brand-new tune,
we’ll sing it together a year from this June!
Presbyterian Women is seeking a theme song that enhances the “One Body, One Spirit” theme for the
2015 Churchwide Gathering! Submissions should consist of original words and music (or original
words to a tune in the public domain) that reflect the Gathering theme and scripture. Theme song
submissions may also include you (or someone else) singing your song! Submissions must be
theologically sound, in keeping with the Reformed tradition, and must use inclusive language.
Submissions will not be returned and there will be no remuneration. PW retains all rights.
Submissions
Submissions must be received no later than September 15, 2014. Please email words and music to
pw2015theme@gmail.com. Be sure to include your name and phone number in the email. You may
also submit performances of your submission on YouTube (optional). Be sure to email the link to the
video when you submit words and music to pw2015theme@gmail.com. If you prefer, you may mail
your submission to PW Gathering Theme Song, c/o 1949 Radcliffe Drive North, Clearwater, FL
33763.
* Must be a melody in the public domain—that is, a tune that does not require permission and/or
license fee to use.
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Where fun and
friendships begin
12 East Locust Street
Oxford, PA 19363
(610) 932-5244
oxsrctr@zoominternet.net
www.oxfordseniors.org

TAKE-OUT SPAGHETTI DINNER
Wednesday, October 22, 2014 – Only $7.00 per meal
Dinner includes:

Spaghetti w/ meatballs
Salad w/ Dressing
Dinner Roll
Homemade Dessert

Call the Center at 610-932-5244 to Reserve your dinner.
Dinners can be picked up between 3pm and 6pm
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What a Glorious Day!
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Learning
Ministry

The Adult Discussion Sunday School class will try something
different this fall. We will begin with a general discussion about
how we exercise our Faith, i.e., how we incorporate our Faith as we
encounter and proceed to sort out how we feel about current
events and social issues. We intend to discuss one event or issue
per Sunday. The list of subjects is under construction but will
include: A Christian Response to Loneliness in Our Community, A
Christian Response to Anger, A Christian Response to End of Life
Considerations. You are invited to try our class at any time; we
meet at 9:30 in the Bride’s Parlor.

Adventure Club
Wednesdays - October 1, 15, 29
6:00-7:30 P.M.

Thursday Night Bible Study
6:30 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor
We begin a new study about Heaven.
Come and join us!!

Revolution Youth
Sunday Nights – October 5, 12, 19
5:30-7:00 P.M.
help with Community Meal - October26
5:30-7 P.M.

Sunday School Room List
Children and Youth
Nursery – Room 202
Pre K & K – Room 103*
Grades 1-2-3- Room 102*
Grades 4-5-6 - Room 105*
Youth Group – (grades 7-12) Room 203
*Pre K through Grade 6 begin Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall (lower level)

Adult Classes
Adult Class 1 – Library/Conference Room
A study of the book of Hebrews
Adult Class 2 – Brides Parlor (2nd level)
Discussing current events from a Biblical perspective.
Women’s Bible Class - Lobby parlor (2nd level)
Studying the book, The Thirteen Disciples
Page 10

LAMPLIGHTER

Volume 27, Issue 10

Page 11

Nurturing
Ministry
Deacon’s Activities
for November
November 1st from 5:00 - 8:00 P.M. - Bonfire, 8
acre corn maze, kiddie maze, and hayride at
Kilby Cream, 129 Strohmaier Lane, Rising Sun,
MD 21911. The cost is $5 per person or $20 for
family of four or more. The Deacons will provide
hot dogs, chips, and a drink with s’mores for
dessert. There is a sign-up sheet in the office.

Seasons of Life
A Gathering of
Widows...
Will meet next on October 5 at
3:00 P.M. in the Parlor (next to the
Sanctuary).
Please come and enjoy a time of
fellowship and sharing, and consider
inviting another widow who may not
be a part of our OPC family.
Peace, June Hoffman

Helpful Hints for the Corn Maze:
Remember to wear boots or old shoes if
you plan to visit after a rain.
Don’t forget to take your cell phone in
case you get lost or are in need of
assistance while in the maze.
Be sure to bring a flashlight!
October 12. Lunch after the 11:00 Worship
Service, followed by the Addiction Prevention
Program.
November 14 – 7:00 P.M. – Family Game Night in
the Fellowship Hall. Join us for a selection of
games for small groups and a game with the
entire group. Bring your favorite game or try
something new.
Expect to see a continuation of Family Movie
Nights and Family Game Nights approximately
every other month. Do you have movie
suggestions? While we understand not all movies
will appeal to all ages, we'd like to rotate the
target ages for the movies. If you think you and
your kids, grandchildren, nieces/nephews, or
young friends will be attending, PLEASE offer
movie suggestions for the Deacons to consider.
You can contact Teressa Verkamp or any Deacon,
or leave a message in the office.
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Healthy Living Tips

Volume 27, Issue 10

Page 13

October Birthdays
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
7
9
9

Carolyn Gandin
Chuck Slezak
Nancy Andress
Brett Spotts
John Ware, IV
Josh Baity
Maya Hahn
Sarah Johnson
Tom Sarver
Tony Walker
Anna Atkinson
Jennifer Kelly

9
10
12
14
15
15
16
17
17
20
20
21

21
23
23
24
24
28
28
28
30
31

Julie Allport
Jere MacMillan
Helen DeBacco
John Thomson
Dave Allen
Marion Asel
Patricia Turner
Connor Gentile
Tyler Ruth
Joshua Robinson
Zachary Stapleton
Judy Walls

Tim Wilson
Bob Gandin
Kayden Hudler
Faith Gehm
Faye Doyle
Christopher Yacka
Isaiah Carter
Nathaniel Carter
Becky Zundel
William Johnson

If your or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office.
We’d love to include you in our well wishes.

Oxford Presbyterian Church
August 2014 Financial Review
Congregational Giving
Members' Giving
Loose Offering

June

July

YTD Income

YTD Budget

23,225

25,402

20,914

185,011

235,858

1,550

827

1,427

9,866

14,667

–

15,000

13,906

31,442

6,984

3,319

4,034

62,032

56,291

31,759

44,548

40,281

288,351

306,816

June

July

2013 Contingency Fund
Other Income
TOTAL INCOME

August

Ministry Expenses
August

YTD Expenses

YTD Budget

Worship

671

270

244

1,778

2,085

Learning

254

78

3,981

9,627

14,562

Nurturing

1,161

–

201

4,245

5,175

Outreach

507

14,067

271

30,481

29,462

–

–

753

822

100

Supporting

29,212

29,641

33,482

257,044

257,804

TOTAL EXPENSES

31,805

44,057

38,932

303,996

309,188

Serving

NET INCOME
Page 14

(15,645)
LAMPLIGHTER

Recurring Meetings/Events at Oxford Presbyterian Church (summer schedule may differ)

October 2014 Meetings and Events

Sundays:

Worship every Sunday at 8:15 and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. Communion the first Sunday of every
month. Coffee Fellowship follows each service in the Parlor.
Sunday School for All Ages every Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Revolution Youth Group meets every Sunday at 5:30 P.M.
Mondays:
Lectionary Bible Study—Pastor’s Study (except the first Monday when Pastor Kerry is at Ware).
Girl Scout Troop 451—Second and Fourth Mondays of every month from 6:30 to 8 P.M. in Fellowship Hall.
Tuesdays:
PW Coordinating Team Meeting–Second Tuesday of every month at 10:30 A.M. in the Library.
Parents of Military Support (POMS)—First Tuesday of every month at 7:00 P.M. in the Parlor.
Living Healthy/Living Well—Every Tuesday at 4:15 P.M. in the Parlor.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Workshop—Every Tuesday from 12:00 P.M to 2:00 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Family Literacy Program—Every Tuesday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Women, Infants and Children—The second, third and fourth Tuesdays of every month from 8:30 A.M. to
4:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (Room may vary throughout the year.)
Wednesdays: Office Staff Meeting—Every Wednesday at 10:30 A.M. in the Pastor’s Study.
Adventure Club—Every Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. (October through April)
Bells of Praise Practice from 6:30 to 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary.
Chancel Choir Practice at 7:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary.
Thursdays: Family Literacy Program—Every Thursday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
Cub Scout Pack 213—Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Bible Study with Steve Doutrich—every Thursday at 6:30 P.M. in the Bride’s Parlor.
Shalom Circle—First Thursday of every month at 7:00 P.M. in the Library.
Fridays:
Family Literacy Program—Every other Friday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Parlor and Room 201.
The Friendship Circle–Third Friday of every month at 2:00 P.M. in the Ware Mansion.
NA Clean and Serene—Every Friday at 7:00 P.M. in the Sonshine Room.

Special Events/Meetings in the Oxford Presbyterian Church
10/1 –
6p
Adventure Club begins
10/4 –
9a
Clothing Exchange
th
10/5 – 17 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — WORLD WIDE COMMUNION
3p
Widow’s Gathering
7p
Community World Wide Communion Service
10/10
4p
Property Committee Meeting
10/11
4:30p
Second Presbyterian Church Turkey Dinner
10/12– 18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
12:30p
Lunch followed by Addiction Support Seminar
10/18
7p
Festive Meal and Celebration
th
10/19 – 19 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
1p
CROP HUNGER WALK
th
10/26 – 20 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – Blood Pressure Readings
5:30p
Community Meal
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Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall
Parlor
Oxford United Methodist
Library/Conference Room
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall
Oxford Memorial Park
Fellowship Hall
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Our Session

Volume 27, Issue 10
6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363
OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: oxfordpresbyterian@gmail.com

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
Class of 2014

Class of 2015

Class of 2016

Joe Bauer

Barbara Hill

Chris Arthur

Bill Gundrum

Peter King

Andrew Atkinson

Don MacMillan

Bonnie Rhodes (Clerk)

Janet Hudler

Hal Walls

David Sauer

Dave Keefer

Charlie Wichhart

Rebecca Zundel

Kay Skinner

Hayley Allport (Youth)

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service
Class of 2014
Lisa Claypoole

Lisa Koza

Sue Sizoo

Alberta Gehron

Cristina Tackett

(vacant)

Charlie Stoltzfus

Herman Wharton

Debbie Waltman

Teressa Verkamp

Ethel Backenstose

(vacant)

Brooke Stoltzfus (Youth)

6 Pine Street
Return Service Requested

http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Class of 2016

Oxford, PA 19363

Our Web Page:

Class of 2015

Oxford Presbyterian Church

The Lamplighter

