
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 
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Our Vision 

Oxford Presbyterian 
Church is a family of 

Christians dedicated to 
sharing the uncondi-
tional love of Jesus 

Christ with the local and 
world communities 
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time she spent, not being “the 
cook” or “the cleaner,” but just 
being “Wanda.” She couldn’t re-
member. She felt everyone had 
forgotten her and in turn, she 
had almost forgotten herself. 

God lets us know that he never 
forgets: 

“I look up to the hills. Where does 
my help come from? My help 
comes from the Lord. He is the 
Maker of heaven and earth. He 
won't let your foot slip. He who 
watches over you won't get tired. 
In fact, he who watches over Is-
rael won't get tired or go to sleep.  
 
“The Lord watches over you. The 
Lord is like a shade tree at your 
right hand. The sun won't harm 
you during the day. The moon 
won't harm you during the night. 
The Lord will keep you from every 
kind of harm. He will watch over 
your life. The Lord will watch 
over your life no matter where 
you go, both now and forever.” 
(Psalm 121:1-8, NIRV) 

By Amanda Woolston 

A friend of mine who is on a mis-
sion and ministry to “redefine 
‘mom’” points out that most 
women, especially in the church, 
have the role of “mother” to oth-
ers around them. Mother’s Day 
is about all women who fill this 
roll in a church’s life. 

As many women are nurturers, 
we often are found as being the 
prime example of the Biblical 
concept putting others first and 
“self” last. For our families, we 
are often the income earner, the 
cook, the cleaner, the account-
ant, the advocate, the cheer-
leader, the doctor, and the thera-
pist—to name just a few of our 
roles that sometimes come 
within the identity of “mother.” 
As discussed in the 9:30AM  
Sunday Women’s Group in OPC, 
we often neglect to remember 
who we are as individuals and 
embrace our own unique identi-
ties because we become so con-
sumed with helping others reach 
happiness and their own per-
sonal goals.  

After listening to one of my 
mothers tell me how she 
worked, cooked, cleaned, did 
laundry and all-the-while no one 
helped, I asked her how much  

“To my Mother” 
By Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

You too, my mother, read my 
rhymes 

For love of unforgotten times, 
And you may chance to hear 

once more 
The little feet along the floor. 
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The ladies from the First Friday Lunch Group wanted to share a picture 
with you from their recent get-together in North East Maryland. The 

group went to the Spring Garden Market and out to lunch afterwards. 

Women’s Social Event!! 
 

A Women’s Event is being held at 
the home of Lynn McAllister on 

May 21st at 6PM. If you can 
bring a yummy dish or dessert to 

share, please let Lynn know. 

For more information please  
contact Lynn at: 

lynn_mcallister@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

For the past few weeks of sermons, I have been exploring with you some of the reasons why we 
continue to call ourselves Presbyterian. I hope the series has been interesting and maybe even a little in-

spiring for you. We do have a long history of faithfulness to challenge our own ministries for the future. Pres-
byterians are not the only denomination that strives to serve our Lord with energy and love; and the faithful-
ness of individual Christians does not require any particular denominational label to be a witness to the Good 
News of Christianity, but being able to identify and study our forbearers in faith and how they were inspired 
and motivated is a valuable tool for all of us. 

One of the hallmarks of the Reformation was the act of reclaiming the “priesthood of all believers.” The 
church is not a building, or a history, or a denomination, or some archetypal but long-dead saint. It is all of 
us working together to witness to Jesus’ loving sacrifice for our sins. Every day, each of us interprets our 
faith. That interpretation is not limited to Sunday mornings, but includes every hour of the week. If we ac-
knowledge that Jesus is, indeed, the Lord of our lives, then we are the body of Christ, living today, showing 
the world the power of Christ’s love in our lives. Oxford Presbyterian Church is our home base—the sanctuary 
to which we return for refreshment and inspiration, for fellowship and renewed understanding. And OPC, our 
history and tradition, stand behind all of us as a reminder that we are not, and have never been, alone in our 
journey, because the Holy Spirit abides in our hearts, uniting us in faith and love with believers in every time 
and space. 

 

See you in church! 

    PEACE, 

Pastor Kerry 

Why Presbyterian? – Wrap-up 



Before women had the right to 
vote or could aspire to positions 
in the church, Presbyterian 
women found ways to work to-
gether to make a positive differ-
ence in the world. We taught the 
poor to read, founded and 
funded hospitals, and supported 
the work of the church across the 
globe. 

Today, Presbyterian women are 
making a difference through 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN. We are 
about social and racial justice, 
building community and support-
ing the mission of the church. We 

are an intergenerational organiza-
tion that supports the National 
Network of Presbyterian College 
Women and Racial Ethnic Young 
Women Together. 

Presbyterian Women is not just 
your great-grandmother's organi-
zation, or your grandmother's or-
ganization. It is your organization! 
Join us in faith, so that PW will be 
yours and your daughter's and 
your granddaughter's organiza-
tion. 

Find a way to make a positive  
difference. 
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Adoption Roundtable 

Please join us for the next 
adoption round table on 

Sunday May 23 from1:30 – 
3PM at Community of Love 

Lutheran Church on 4th 
Street in Oxford, in the 

church office. The meeting 
is open to anyone who's  
life has been touched by 

adoption – adult adoptees, 
adoptive parents, birth-

parents, friends and family.  

Church Picnic 
Sunday, May 16th at 1PM at  
Nottingham Park, Pavilion 5. 

OPC will provide drinks, burgers, 
hotdogs, plates and silverware. 

Please bring a covered dish to 
share. 

There will be games. 

If it is raining, we will meet in  
fellowship hall to picnic. 

 

 

 

 

News from the Oxford Area  
Senior Center 

Do you or someone you know 
need a nutritious noon-time 
meal?  

The Oxford Area Senior Center 
offers a noon-time meal (your 
choice of hot or cold) for senior 
citizens over 60 years old. These 
meals not only taste great but 
also meet all of the nutritional 
requirements of the Department 
of Aging. You can also order a 
take-home cold meal consisting 
of a salad or sandwich including 
side dishes. A three (3) day ad-
vance reservation is required. A 
donation of $1.50 per meal is 
requested. We serve over 6,000 
meals each year to senior resi-
dents of Southern Chester 
County. Please call or stop by the 
Center for menu selections and 
to place your order.  

Please call or email us if you 
would like to receive our monthly 
newsletter containing our daily 
menus and all of the activities, 
programs and services available to 
seniors.  

The Oxford Area Senior Center is 
accessible to all Chester County 
senior residents by the Rover 
(Paratransit) senior bus service. 
For more information on Rover, 
please contact us. 

 

Oxford Area Senior Center 

Where fun and friendships begin 

12 East Locust Street ●  Oxford, 
PA 19363 

(610) 932-5244 

oxsrctr@zoominternet.net 

www.oxfordseniors.org 
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Outreach Ministry 

Mission Highlight 
 

MISSION MONTH - Join us on each Sunday for Coffee 
Hour and Presentation at 9:40AM in the Fellowship Hall 

 
Becky & Eric Hinderliter 

PC(USA) Mission co-workers 
Lithuania 

 
 
 
 
 
 
LCC International University 

We’re teachers. Graduation day at LCC 2008 with Marius Gembutas, 

a business administration major. 

We were appointed as mission co-workers by the General Assembly in 2001. Our 
present term runs through 2013. We are called by God and sent by you the 

church to do this work of sharing our faith with students. It is our great privilege 
and joy to be part of the lives of these young people. 

************************************************************** 

Mission Speakers Schedule: 
May 2nd  
Dr. Eric & Becky Hinderliter, Co-Mission Workers 
May 9th 
Rev. Carl Mazza, Meeting Ground  

“Least of These” 
Please continue to support this 
mission. In the Church Narthex 

you will see a basket where 
canned goods, non-perishable 

items, cleaning and toiletry  
supplies may be donated. 

Neighborhood Services Center is 
meeting the growing needs of the 

community. 
 

So far this year we have  
collected over 230 pounds! 

 

Jesus said, “Whenever you did this 
for one of the least of these, my 

brothers, you did it for me.” 
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Outreach Ministry 

Mission Speakers Schedule (cont.): 
 
May 16th  
Cheryl McConnell, Neighborhood Services Center 
May 23rd  

Chip Huston, Habitat for Humanity 
************************************************************** 

With more than 230,000 people killed, 300,000 injured and at least 

1.7 million forced from their homes by the earthquake, the people 

of Haiti will require assistance through 2010. And, the upcoming 

hurricane season may only exacerbate the situation. 

 
Many thanks to all who  

contributed to Hygiene Kits 
for Church World Service. 

 
 

Special THANKS to the  
Adventure Club  

for helping to assemble kits 

Missions We Support 

Local 
Neighborhood Services Center 
 
Oxford Senior Center 
 
Domestic Violence Center of Chester 
County  
 
Lighthouse Ministry 
 
Miscellaneous Local Mission 
 
Peacemaking Offering (25%) 
 
Christmas Food Boxes 
 
Beyond our Area 
Onesimus Prison Ministry 
 
Good News for India 
 
Missions with the Larger 
Church 
Per Capita (sent to Presbytery) 
 
Basic Mission Support/to Presbytery  
 
Theological Education Fund/to Presbytery 
 
Meeting Ground 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
Pentecost Offering 
 
Peacemaking Offering (75%) 
 
Christmas Joy Offering 
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Did you know that OPC has  
several online sources to stay  

up-to-date on information? 

Website: 
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 

 
Blog: 

http://oxpresby.wordpress.com 
 

Facebook: 
facebook.com/OxfordPres 

 

 

 

Have something you’d like to 
submit to the Lamplighter? 

 

The new Lamplighter email  
address is: 

amanda.woolston@gmail.com 

 

Submissions for each month 
need to be submitted by the  

15th of the previous month. To 
submit something for June’s 

Lamplighter, please email it to us 
by May 15th etc. 

05/01 Abigail Boohar 

05/03 Bill Gundrum 

05/04 Dave Keefer 

05/04 Yujie Slinkard 

05/04 Amanda Woolston 

05/05 Catherine King 

05/06 Ian Barlow 

05/07 Anne Harlan 

05/09 Brian Quigley 

05/09 Jamie Chimchirian 

05/10 Donna Kelly 

05/10 Joanna Pugh 

05/10 Seth Allport 

05/11 John Slauch 

05/11 Carol Carter 

05/13 Helen Mulholland 

05/13 Jane Freeman 

05/16 Louise Gehron 

05/17 Donald Drennen 

05/21 Lauren Bradford 

05/22 Nelson Beimfohr 

05/25 Mary Drake 

05/26 Bruce Hastings 

05/26 Sandra Bauguess 

05/26 Emmalee Spotts 

05/28 Alison Verbanas 

05/29 June Hoffman 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
To Andrew Atkinson and Bethany 

Tyrrell on their recent engage-
ment. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you 

Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, and Youth 

Choirs for your lovely uplifting music 

throughout the year!! All your hard 

work is APPRECIATED! Keep up the good 

work! 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!! 

—A Music Lover 
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Reaching Out to Haiti 

On Wednesday, April 14th the  
students in Adventure Club had a 
chance to extend their arms wide 
to their brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

We read the scripture in Matthew 
about seeing the “least of these” 
with hunger or thirst and talked 
about how God wants us to help 
everyone who needs help. 

Scott Stevenson joined us and 
shared with the kids a slideshow 
of photos from his trip to Haiti 
and let the kids ask him various 
questions about the conditions in 
Haiti. 

Bev Hartgrove then stepped in 
and allowed the kids to help sort 
and pack items for the Church 
World Service Haiti Relief Kits. 
Students went from table to table 
placing combs, towels, band aids 
and other supplies in the bags. 
They wondered why we couldn’t 
send toys or other fun items and 
we talked about how hard it 
would be to go without a 
toothbrush or a towel. Some stu-
dents even decided to skip the 
park and games time to continue 
to help with the kits. 

We closed our night with prayer, 
as always, and the kids offered 
many petitions on behalf of all 
those in need in Haiti and Chile. 
Thanks to the many people who 
helped out this great night! 

Children’s Church 
We have been blessed with very 
hard-working teachers in chil-
dren’s church this year! We have 
made a lot of changes and teach-
ers have really been flexible! Due 
to changes in schedules and jobs 
we will be losing 2-3 teachers by 

 

 

the end of May. We are currently 
serving about 15 kids in chil-
dren’s church each week, and we 
are asking if you have a child in 
the program that you will step up 
to help. Or, if you simply have a 
love for the honesty and beauty 
of preschoolers, please help out 
with this ministry! The need is for 
every 4-6 weeks to teach a 45-
minute lesson. Please see  
Stephanie if you are interested. 

In other Children’s Church News, 
we have continued to do creative 
things with our time. For the les-
son of Jesus eating breakfast with 
his disciples after the resurrec-
tion, the children turned the table 
upside down and pretended it 
was a boat. They cast their net in 
the way Jesus instructed them. 
Afterward they got to use pretzel 
sticks to dip in cream cheese and 
try to catch goldfish crackers with 
their fishing rods! 

Camp Donegal 
On April 11th we were thrilled to 
welcome the Donegal Worship 
Team to be with us in worship. 
Many of us who are previous 
campers loved hearing old songs 
and loved bringing back camping 
memories! 

Camp registration is going on 
now. Please check the bulletin 
board, the office, or the Donegal 
website for more information on 
specific camps. If finances are a 
problem, please come and see us 
for scholarships! 

Learning Ministry  
Celebration 

On Sunday, June 13th we will hold 
our last Sunday School for the 
calendar year. In addition, we will 
celebrate our teachers in worship 
that day. Following worship there 
will be a BBQ for all of those who 
have served in the various Learn-
ing Ministries this year. Thanks 
so much for ALL that you have 
put into sharing the faith of Jesus 
Christ this year! 

VBS 

Preschool June 7-11 

Elementary June 20-24 
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May 23 – Graduation  
Sunday, Pentecost Sunday. 
All high school graduates 
are invited to join us for 
breakfast and a special 
presentation in worship. 

May 26 – Last day of  
Adventure Club, Family  
Picnic at the Park 

Pasta & Bingo! 
The youth of OPC put on an 
amazing evening of great food 
and great fun as a mission trip 
fundraiser. On April 16th, over 
100 meals were served and 2 
hours of bingo were played. 
Some participants went home 
with bicycles, Longaberger bas-
kets, and Outback Steakhouse 
gift cards, just to name a few of 
the great prizes! We raised close 
to $1500 toward our trip. Special 
thanks to Donna Krauss, Ashley 
Talley, Nancy Stabler, and Janet 
Hudler for going above and be-
yond the call of duty!!!  

Miles for Mission 
Listen every week to see where 
the youth mission van is! We are 
trying to raise our “mileage” to 
New Orleans and back. Each mile 
costs $1, and we hope that this 
will be an easy opportunity for us 
to support our youth! Simply 
place your donation marked 
“miles for mission” in the offering 
plate, and watch the van move 
along the highway downstairs in 
the hallway. This fundraiser will 
cover the costs for our gas and 
van rental for the trip. Thanks so 
much for your donation!  
 

In case you missed the info, 
the youth are headed to do 
recovery and final clean up 
in New Orleans with  
Presbyterian Disaster  
Assistance from July 4th to 
11th. There are currently 17 
people signed up to go!  

Special thanks to Neeley 
and Emma Spotts for  
assembling the amazing 
board downstairs!!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tell me who your friends are, so I 

can tell you who you are. 

~ Bulgarian proverb 

 

Happiness is a butterfly, which, 

when pursued, is always just  

beyond your grasp, but which, if 

you will sit down quietly, may 

alight upon you. 

~ Nathaniel Hawthorne 

_____________________________ 

 

 
There are 293 ways to 

make change for a dollar.  
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It’s getting closer to Vacation  
Bible School (VBS) time! We are 
thrilled to have the opportunity to 
do a GREEN curriculum this year. 
All lessons will follow the Parable 
of the Sower all week long so 
children can truly learn the scrip-
ture verse. This mainline protes-
tant curriculum is designed to 
help kids understand their roots 
and learn how to grow in God’s 
great soil. We will plant roots 
spiritually and physically…each 
child will get their own gardening 
belt and seed packs to grow top-
pings for pizza! Registration is 
available now online at 
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org or in 

the church office. We feel that 
this program is going to be over-
flowing so sign up now! 

In addition, we would like to ask 
you to begin collecting and do-
nating the following items: empty 
cereal boxes, empty margarine 
containers (with lid), toilet paper 
rolls, paper towel rolls, used 
white socks, refrigerator boxes or 
other large boxes, newspaper, 
green and brown paint, and your 
time and talent!!!! 

VBS 

Preschool June 7-11 

Elementary June 20-24 

 

 

By Amanda Woolston 

If you’re like me, you’ll never 
know how much reading some-
thing someone else has written, 
whether fictional or their own 
personal account and views on 
life, has impacted you until 
you’ve put their written work 
down and their words come back 
to you when you least expect it. 

I have enjoyed the stories written 
and submitted for the Lamp-
lighter as well as those I have lis-
tened to in conversation with OPC 
members. It is by hearing the sto-
ries of others that I see more 
beautiful connections in my day-
to-day life where others become 
incorporated in what I do and 
things that are important to me. 

When I’m thinking about not  
taking an opportunity because 
I’m discouraged or tired, I’m con-
nected to the thoughts I had 
reading “Waddle or Fly” which 
was previously submitted to the 
Lamplighter by June Hoffman. 
When I’m thinking that I just can’t 
drive another 40 minutes to a 

college class, I remember the joy 
expressed in Eryn’s words as she 
told various church members of 
the success of her two sons in 
college. It’s then that I remember 
that college is about new begin-
nings and not a begrudging task. 
This is just two examples. 

When I step back and look at how 
the words and stories of others 
have impacted me, I see how you 
have adorned the tapestry of my 
life, making connections between 
events for me with golden 
threads of memories and con-
cepts that won’t soon be forgot-
ten. 

The Lamplighter is seeking out 
your words and stories to enhance 
its ministry. The Lamplighter 
serves as a news source for inter-
ested individuals to be able to keep 
track of OPC events and receive re-
caps of events passed. However, 
we also want to edify your soul and 
provide food for your mind. You 
won’t know how what you say will 
impact someone else until you 
share it. Please send your short 
stories, devotions, and other  

musings to the Lamplighter, and if 
it is something we can use, we 
would love to include it. 

As a guideline to help the  
Lamplighter read more smoothly 
for our recipients, try to keep 
short stories and entries a mini-
mum of 250 words. Announce-
ments that will read as articles 
should also try to be at least 250 
words. If you have a short an-
nouncement, quote, or blurb that 
cannot make up 250 words, a 
guideline of under 100 words will 
help us fit it into designated 
spots to be featured along the 
right-hand sides of some of the 
Lamplighter pages. 

Please send entries by the 15th of 
each month to 
amanda.woolston@gmail.com. 
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 Presbyterian Women have  
begun planning the 2010 Apple 
Festival. We are going to need a 
lot of help and we hope that we 
will have many volunteers. The 

various areas that will make 
the Festival work are below. 

 

 

♦ Food Booth 

♦ Beverage Booth 

♦ Bake Table 

♦ Apple Butter - stirring 

♦ Apple Butter - jarring 

♦ Apple Pies 

♦ Paring Apples 

♦ Silent Auction 

♦ Kids Activities 

 

 

Grounds - setting up, tearing 
down, cleaning up (very  

important). 

Please find a spot and let us 
know 

 

 

 

OPC is missing a few of our gray-
covered pew Bibles. If you bor-
rowed one or know where they 

might be, please let Eryn or 
Lorraine know. Thank you! 

 

 

Notes from Session 

Session approved the purchase 
of an A.D.A.-compliant chair lift 
to be installed through or near 
the Bell Tower wall for entrance 
into the Chancel area. The  
Session first considered either a 
permanent ramp or a portable 
ramp before making this deci-
sion. It was noted that either type 
of ramp would impinge on the 
beauty of the Chancel and Sanc-
tuary. Risk Associates will serve 
as our Contractor.  

Church members will also soon 
see a water fountain in the  
Narthex. 

 

As stated in the Annual report, 
Session has set a goal of becom-
ing more spiritually centered. To 
that end, we have allocated time 
each meeting for reflection and 
visioning. Questions we are  

asking ourselves are what is 
God’s purpose for OPC, what vi-
sion shapes our ministry, and 
how do we deal with changes in 
the Church? Led by the Holy 
Spirit, we will discover answers to 
our questions. 

 

Thanks to Kerry Gerich for the 
planning and implementation of 
the landscaping that now beauti-
fies the Octoraro Alley side of the 
church. She and her small but 
enthusiastic crew of volunteers 
did an outstanding job; now we 
need additional volunteers to 
continue the effort with watering 
duties. Sign up to help in the of-
fice 

Please Welcome Our 
New Members: 
 

Sheri Arroyo 
25 Elm Creek Road 
Cochranville, PA 19330 
484-667-6203 
 
Toni Marie Ashburn 
2040 Oxford Road 
Lincoln University, PA 19352 
610-869-2205 
 
Amanda Boyd 
408 Hodgson Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 
717-385-5776 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Kimberly Smith 
104 Meadow View Drive 
Oxford, PA 19363 
610-998-1910 
 
Amy and Bruce Van Kleek 
323 Winchester Lane 
West Grove, PA 19390 
610-869-8629 



The Lamplighter 

 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00PM 

 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service 

 

Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012 

Richard Forcey Jackie Caleb Christine Arthur 

Andrea Evans Warren Vosburg Vivian Brown 

Beverly Hartgrove Carol Carter Fred Brubaker 

Don MacMillan Jim McLeod Guy Hager 
Susan Sizoo Eileen Loeliger Rebecca Kelso 

Wendell Higgins Don Drennen Ashley Talley 

Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012 

Andrew Ralston Dennis Tierney Ann Terry 

Jessica Hammond Jackie Montgomery Victoria King 

Patty McComsey Cindy Hager Jamie Workman 

Mark Verbanas Herman Wharton Gene Turns 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA 19363 

 

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Return Service Requested Oxford Presbyterian Church 

6 Pine Street 

Oxford, PA 19363 

Phone: 610-932-9640 
Fax: 610-932-0863 

E-mail: opc@oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Our Web Page: 
 

http://
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 


