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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian
Church is a family of
Christians dedicated to
sharing the unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and
world communities

OPC’s Going Solar? – Maybe!

The property committee is looking into installing solar panels on OPC. We
are in the initial stages of gathering information from solar companies,
but before we embark on this venture, we would like to get the
congregation’s feedback on this matter. It will almost certainly require a
capital campaign to finance the project. Please take a moment to fill out
the questionnaire below and return it to the office by June 30th.
Why Go Solar?
Financial Benefits:
Lower energy bills – Reduces our annual energy bill by 30-40%. This
money could therefore be used in other ministries both locally,
nationally, and abroad.
Environmental Benefits:
Lower carbon footprint – Our proposed solar system will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 1,459 tons of carbon monoxide2 over
25 years. This is the equivalent of planting 58,372 trees!
Congregational Benefits:
Increased membership – Limestone Presbyterian Church on Route 7
in Pike Creek, Delaware recently installed solar panels on their roof.
Since the installation, they have noticed new visitors attending
worship almost every week. According to Carolyn Gillette,
Limestone’s Co-Pastor, many new members of the church say they
originally came to the church because of the solar panels.
Role model for community – Shows that OPC is concerned for the
future of the environment as well as our local community.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Would you like to have solar panels on our church?

Yes

or

No

Would you be opposed to having the panels visible?

Yes

or

No

Would you be willing to make a financial contribution
toward this project?

Yes

or

No

Would you be interested in attending a meeting
regarding the benefits of solar energy at OPC?

Yes

or

No

Do you have any additional comments or
questions regarding this venture? ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Spiritual Development
When the congregation
was surveyed two years
ago about all‐things‐religious, it
was clear that, here at Oxford Presbyterian,
we lacked an essential focus on the “spiritual develop‐
ment” of our members. The results of the survey
showed that you are interested in growing spiritually—
having a deeper faith— and would like to have more
support from our ministries toward that goal. The Ses‐
sion is very much interested in linking our ministries and
our members together in a way that is more intention‐
ally spiritual.
In seminary, we studied developmental psychologist
James Fowler’s 1981 classic book “Stages of Faith” –
Wikipedia offers the following synopsis of Fowler’s
stages:

•

Stage 0 – “Primal or Undifferentiated” faith (birth to
2 years), is characterized by an early learning of the
safety of their environment (i.e., warm, safe and secure
vs. hurt, neglect and abuse). If consistent nurture is ex‐
perienced, one will develop a sense of trust and safety
about the universe and the divine. Conversely, negative
experiences will cause one to develop distrust with the
universe and the divine. Transition to the next stage
begins with integration of thought and languages which
facilitates the use of symbols in speech and play.

•

Stage 1 – “Intuitive‐Projective” faith (ages three to
seven), is characterized by the psyche’s unprotected
exposure to the Unconscious.

• Stage 2 – “Mythic‐Literal” faith (mostly in school
children), stage two persons have a strong belief in the
justice and reciprocity of the universe, and their deities
are almost always anthropomorphic.
•

Stage 3 – “Synthetic‐Conventional” faith (arising in
adolescence) characterized by conformity.

• Stage 4 – “Individuative‐Reflective” faith (usually
mid‐twenties to late thirties) a stage of angst and strug‐
gle. The individual takes personal responsibility for his
or her beliefs and feelings.
•

Stage 5 – “Conjunctive” faith (mid‐life crisis) ac‐
knowledges paradox and transcendence relating reality
behind the symbols of inherited systems.

•

Each of us can probably recognize our own stage within
this framework. We can also see that as life goes on we
have moved in and out of the various “adult” stages.
If you look up “spiritual development” on the internet,
you will find any number of definitions, and plenty of
groups interested in selling us their particular book or
video series to help us on the spiritual development
road.
Here’s what I think we are looking for (my own course, I
guess). For me, spiritual development is a head/heart
thing. On the “head” side, we want to have a deeper
understanding of who God is and what the Bible says
about the many and varied aspects of our lives. We
want to know more about how to apply that deeper
understanding to every day.
On the “heart” side, we want to feel closer to God – we
want to have a more reliable and consistent feeling that
God is with us. We want to feel strength in our faith so
that it will be able to brighten the colors of good times,
and to sustain us through difficult times. It sounds sim‐
ple, but is so elusive.
To get us started, I am turning to Stan Ott, a church
growth consultant, who has developed a series of daily
prayer exercises to help church members share their
spiritual stories. These “WORD‐SHARE‐PRAYER” pages
are self‐contained and take just a little time. Each week
throughout the summer (beginning June 5), we will be
posting seven days of these exercises on our website.
They are Word documents you can download. If you
need us to make copies for you, let the office know. I
would like to hear your comments, how a particular
day’s reflection touched your spirit.
I will also be offering a “Bible 101” (and maybe “202”)
classes to help our Bible understanding.
“Sharing the unconditional love of Jesus Christ” is an
important spiritual exercise for all of us. I hope this
summer will be a time of spiritual growth for OPC and
that the Holy Spirit will move in our lives together.

See you in church!
PEACE,
Pastor Kerry

Stage 6— “Universalizing” faith, or what some
might call “enlightenment.”
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Missions We Support

“Least of These”
Local

Neighborhood Services Center
Oxford Senior Center
Domestic Violence Center of Chester County
Lighthouse Ministry
Miscellaneous Local Mission
Peacemaking Offering (25%)
Christmas Food Boxes
Beyond our Area
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Good News for India
Missions with the Larger Church
Per Capita (sent to Presbytery)
Basic Mission Support/to Presbytery
Theological Education Fund/to Presbytery
Meeting Ground
One Great Hour of Sharing
Pentecost Offering
Peacemaking Offering (75%)
Christmas Joy Offering

Please continue to support this mission. There is a basket in
the Church Narthex where canned goods, non-perishable
items, cleaning and toiletry supplies may be donated.
Neighborhood Services Center is meeting the growing needs
of the community.
If every family brought in one bag of groceries each week, we
would fill up the basket!! Let’s collect 2000 pounds of food in
2011. That is double the food collected in 2010, and we know
the need is double.
Jesus said, “ Whenever you did this for one of the least of
these, my brothers, you did it for me.”

Global Aid Network Needs Sewing Supplies
We are collecting sewing supplies that will be sent to Haiti.
Their needs consist of one-yard cuts of cotton fabric, spools
of white and colored thread, packets of needles, boxes of
straight pins, measuring tapes, assorted buttons, pin
cushions, and pairs of sewing scissors.
Gain” which is Global Aid Network’s logo has adopted this
project for one year. I know there are sewing people in the
congregation who may be interested in this. A collection box
is in the lobby.

Exercise Classes at the Oxford Area Senior Center
Healthways Silver Sneakers Fitness Program is a comprehensive older-adults physical activities
program that addresses the needs of the 65+ year old population. Muscular Strength & Range of Movement
is the core class of this Program and the focus of this creative multi-level conditioning exercise class.
This fitness program is normally offered to seniors who contract with Blue Cross for their health care
coverage. However, due to the large participation base at our Center, we are allowed to offer this beneficial
program to our consumers who don’t have Blue Cross.
Senior Center membership is not required for individuals 60 and older to participate in the Silver
Sneakers exercise class and there is no cost for this program. Please join our instructor Stephanie Daney
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00a – 10:45a, and get yourself back in shape. Come and see how
much better you’ll feel after a 45-minute workout.
VOLUME 24, ISSUE 6
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“Why Church?”
The following were presented by the Confirmands’ mentors
during worship on Sunday, May 22, 2011, when our congregation
received our newest members.

Stephanie Templin-Ashford: Every year an awards
show based solely on the voice of teenagers allows
young people to vote for their favorite shows. In
2010, 83 million teenagers voted. The top four
shows that were chosen by teenagers ages 13-19 in
the year 2010 were:
“American Idol” – are you good enough?
“Gossip Girl”– secret life, someone watching over us
“Vampire Diaries” – ordinary girl in a small town
looking for supernatural love
“Glee” – Geeks in school, looking for a place to
belong
This means that the majority of our young people,
ages 13-19 are watching one or more of these
shows on a regular basis. If you, gathered here at
OPC this Confirmation Sunday have watched one of
these four shows, I ask you to raise your hand.
When I look more closely at the shows selected, I
find myself analyzing their storylines a little bit: On
“American Idol,” contestants are trying to find out if
they are good enough. If the talents they have can
help them to make the cut.
On “Gossip Girl,” there is a secret blogger in
Manhattan who seems to know everything that is
going on. I see the attraction to knowing the inside
scoop, but also the desire to know that someone is
watching over us.

On this confirmation morning in 2011, I would like
to boldly and emphatically say that yes, we do
belong. Yes, we are good enough. Yes, there is
enough love for us. And Yes, thank God, there is
someone other than us who really knows everything
that is happening.
But, the difference is that this person, this loving
creator, this gentle spirit is not found in TV Land.
Instead, the God that we proclaim here, in this
place, is timeless, the winner of every generation,
and eternal.
Today marks the culmination of a nine-month
journey exploring faith in an active and hands-on
way. The confirmation class has spent endless hours
learning about Christian topics, reading many
passages in the Bible, praying, meeting with
mentors, doing service work, and asking many,
many questions.
As this confirmation journey comes to an end, I
have asked each of the mentors to reflect on what
happens after confirmation. To reflect on the simple
question “Why Church?” and to share with our
congregation what this life of faith and what this
place means for their own spiritual life.
I found my answer for the confirmands in Ephesians
2:9-10. “So now you Gentiles are no longer
strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along
with all of God’s holy people. You are members of
God’s family. Together, we are his house, built on
the foundation of the apostles and the prophets.
And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.”

In the “Vampire Diaries,” an ordinary girl in a small
town falls in love with a vampire and drama ensues.
I believe that we are all looking for a love that is
greater than this earth can offer.
And in “Glee,” a cast of high school singing outcasts
form their own club that is in direct opposition to
the popular kids in school. Kids looking for a place
to belong and trying to find their way through the
very difficult landscape of high school.
Though these were the 2010 selections, I would
venture to say that these same shows with different
names could be chosen in any generation. Perhaps a
few decades ago we could have inserted “Star
Search,” “Welcome Back Kotter,” “The Donna Reed
Show,” and “Dark Shadows” as the teen choice
winners.
No matter what our television votes are cast for, the
themes that we choose over and over seem to
remain the same. Do we belong? Are we good
enough? Is there love for us? Is there someone who
really knows everything that is going on?
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Front row (left to right): Kasey Busko, Courtney Yaletchko, Mackenzie Smith.
Back row (left to right): Richard Forcey, Kathleen Kamp, Tanner Smith,
Brooke Stoltzfuz
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Now that you have chosen to join the company of
believers, we do not only need to hear today that
you believe. We need you to be part of God’s family.
Sometimes we will need you to do chores.
Sometimes we will need you to make us laugh. We
will always need to you keep us honest and tell us
when you are excited and when you are bored. We
need you to inspire us and show us your way as we
show you ours. Now that you have chosen to be part
of this family, we are making promises to be in this
together. Please know how important you are in this
family, and know that you are loved beyond your
wildest dreams.
The television ratings show us the longings of a
culture. People who are desperate for acceptance
and love. Today I would like to let you know that all
of the longings of your heart, all of the times when
you feel alone, all of the times when you think no
one understands, when you feel jealous, sad, or
abandoned. The family of faith will love you. They
will lift you up and care for you in ways that you will
never imagine. We rejoice with you this morning and
we are excited for the next step on your journal.
Let’s hear what the mentors have to say.
Ann Terry (Richard Forcey): My name is Ann Terry,
and I am sponsoring the wonderful Richard Forcey. I
have been a member of Oxford Presbyterian Church
since the age of 13 through the confirmation
process. Counting our granddaughter, who was
baptized last year, I am proud to say we have five
generations of OPC members. We are deeply rooted
in this church. I love the fact that we have this
extended family. The more you get involved the
more you get to know our members and their
families. Our rolls are filled with awesome people.
As I read scripture or serve communion during
worship looking at the faces of the new and longtime friends brings a wonderful, warm, loving and
connected feeling. Belonging to a church is much
like being part of our own family. As members of
OPC we had, have and will continue to have good
times, tough times, disagreements, disappointments
and great joys. At home we all battle, cry and laugh
with our family members, but we are committed to
each other and stick together through thick and
thin. It is the same with church, we know that we are
only humans who love God. He put us all together,
old and young, strong and weak, employed and
retired to work together as His body on earth.
Romans 12:4 says it all, “Just as each of us has one
body with many members and these members do
not all have the same function, so in Christ we who
are many form one body and each member belongs
to all the others.” We need each other and all of us
to do the work God has asked us to do. I encourage
all of you including our Confirmation Class to call
the church office and say that you too love our
church family and want to get more involved. You
VOLUME 24, ISSUE 6

will not regret it!! In closing, I love the story of the
little boy in bed frightened by something and his
mom told him that he was not alone, God was with
him and he replied that he knew God was there but
he wanted someone with skin. We all are God’s
helpers with skin!!!! Thank you.
Barb Hill (Brooke Stoltzfus): My membership here at
Oxford Presbyterian Church is one of the most
important anchors in my life. Along with my family,
the place where I live, my job and my friends, my
church is where I belong.
I joined OPC at the age of 12, around our church’s
200th anniversary. We celebrated 250 years just a
few years ago. (You can do the math!)
Throughout our lives; homes, friends, schools, jobs,
families and health may change, but the love of God
never changes; only we change. We may, at times,
move away from active church participation but
membership is still important and sustains us.
Along with regularly attending worship, try to
participate in the active life of the church according
to your time and talents. We hope you will be
lifelong members of OPC.
But, my advice to you is this, even if your adult life
takes you far away from Oxford, find a church you
like, attend regularly, support it financially and be
active in its work and mission in the community
where you live. Welcome!
Jackie Caleb (Kathleen Kamp): Congratulations to
each of the confirmands. You have really worked
hard to get to today, and I am proud of each of you.
This is an important step on your spiritual journey,
but it is only a step. You are now official members
of Oxford Presbyterian Church-WELCOME.
In Luke 6, we learned the importance of building a
solid foundation so when floods and doubts come,
and they will come, you will be able to stand firm.
Remember, Jesus did not promise you an easy life
just that he will always be with you. This
congregation has pledged to support and pray for
you. So, today you have the footers and probably a
few blocks. But it’s a start – to keep building your
foundation you must move forward.
Your next step is to find where you can use your
talents here at OPC. During confirmation you
learned about the various ministries of OPC. Which
ministry of the church is interesting to you? How do
you plan to help God’s church grow far and wide?
There are so many ways you can participate in the
life of your church. Besides Sunday School and choir
there are LOTS of committees that could use new
members and new ideas. And guess what–your vote
counts the same as everyone else’s. Find which
ministry fits for you. Participate. Being active in your
(Continued on page 6)
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(“Why Church”… continued from page 5)

church is the next step in building your strong
foundation.
Now to keep building your foundation you must
continue to learn and grow. Sunday School, Bible
study, Sunday morning sermons, Vacation Bible
School, Camp Donegal–those are just a few of the
ways for you to continue the learning process. Keep
reading your Bible, and find ways to grow.
Lots of people have prayed for you this year. Did
you know that? Remember your OPC church family
in your prayers as well. We will continue to pray for
you.
Your church family is a special gift from God. In
order to connect with your church family you need
to attend church, to participate in the variety of
activities available, and most importantly, to use
your talents and learn to serve others.
Stephanie asked us to tell you why you should make
church a priority in your life or why I come to
church. Well my answer is the same for both – it’s
our church family. We are the body of Christ with
many members making the whole. It is a special
family with a tremendous amount of gifts here. We
nurture, support, love and pray for one another as
we grow in our faith and our love for Jesus Christ. It
really is an awesome family that you’ve just joined.
You are beginning your life journey. Know that in
this family you will always have people to cheer you
on, people to steer you back when you need to be
put back on the right path, people to help you, a
church home to keep you grounded, people to pray
for you and most of all, people to LOVE you and to
remind you that GOD LOVES YOU BEST!
I think this church family is worth your time and
effort and mine. The benefits are so great.
Keep building and securing your foundation in
Christ. And WELCOME!
Eryn Gallagher (Mackenzie Smith): It is true that
you can believe in our amazing, huge, creator God,
and seek to follow Jesus as the Christ, and listen for
the whisper of the Holy Spirit, without belonging to
or attending church. But we have sponsored these
young people into church membership, so we must
think it is a good thing. So, why church?
Well, we come to worship God with other believers.
The apostles and followers did it after Jesus left. He
told them to come together. In the book of Acts, it
says that everyday they continued to meet together
in the temple praising God.
We come for fellowship. When we walk through the
doors, we have at least one thing in common with

everyone else: we all confess that we believe that
Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior.
We gather for support. Just as Jesus promised to
take our burdens upon Himself, He said that we
should do the same for one another.
We come to share what God has done for us, to
listen to other people tell their stories, and by
telling and listening, we encourage and strengthen
one another.
We come to learn from one another. In Acts, the
Ethiopian Eunuch who was reading the scripture
said to Phillip, “How can I know what it means
without someone to help me understand?”
And we come for the food! Jesus was always talking
about food. He talked about women baking bread
and men fishing. He talked about planting and
harvesting. He talked about olive oil, wine, and
fruitfulness. He shared meals with leaders of the
temple and with despised tax collectors, and of
course, He fed thousands. Jesus seems to feel that
fellowship over a shared meal is a wonderful thing!
But mostly, church happens, I think, because we all
need a home base. I pray that you have found your
home base here at Oxford Presbyterian Church.
Jackie Montgomery (Courtney Yaletchko): I started
to write something down, and it turned into a book.
So from there I went back and I thought, “Why
Church?” I said, “Why not?” What has been put into
my heart, the wonders, the miracles, everything that
I’ve learned, that’s what I believe. I remember when
I came to this church people helped me inspire that
in my children, and now I have the chance to help
Courtney. And I said to the Confirmation class keep
your hearts open because this world is crazy, it’s
upside down but when you come here, it’s all good.
It helps you get through the next week, it gives you
power. So I say why not church? You’re getting a
great church family here. There couldn’t be any
better people than there are in this church. Good
luck. Thank you.
Andy Ralston (Tanner Smith): Why do I come to this
church? I think one of the main reasons is because
they haven’t kicked me out yet. Although I’m always
suspicious of any organization that will have me as
a member. I grew up in a church that was much
more exclusive, had a much longer history, and had
a much more non-inclusive mentality. When we were
growing up, we learned a lot: we talked a lot about
the paschal mysteries, I learned my catechisms, I
learned all the definitions for all the terms like faith,
(Continued on page 13)
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“It’s the End of the World”
Youth Lead the Worship

because he says that
the survivors were
terrified and sent glory
to the God of the
Heavens. I say this
because basically
On Sunday, May 1st members of the confirmation
when somebody loses
class and the youth group organized, planned, and
their phone they are
carried out the worship service. The theme was “It’s
the end of the world as we know it. and we feel fine.” terrified because they
depend on this object.
Teens wrote prayers and sermons, played
instruments, read liturgy and scripture. But, above all, And God is basically
saying no matter what,
they sought to give glory to God by interpreting and
it is not the end of the
applying scripture to their lives. It was a joy for
everyone present! The homilies are presented below. world and I will always
give you glory! So, say
the other day in
Brooke Stoltzfus
school your best
I know a lot of people who have gotten their
friend from
phones taken away have said some of these
kindergarten was picking on the new girl (who was
sayings (including me):
not there that day and was your friend) so the next
- OMG it’s the end of the world
day you tell her and stick up for her. It’s awesome
- I’m going to die!?
to stick up for people, but its not awesome to lose
- it’s the end of the world!!!
a “friend.” this story of mine reminds me of
This kind of reminds me of Revelations 11:13
Revelations 8:5. Where the earthquake and volcano
explode. Why? Because
when somebody turns
on you (your best
friend) it’s like a
volcano erupting.
Because everyone is
mad.

Richard Forcey

The story of Chicken
Little isn’t so fictional.
All around us, the sky
IS falling in its own
way. Tragedies are
almost a monthly topic
of the world news;
earthquakes in places
such as Haiti and more
recently Japan, as well
as tornadoes bringing
havoc in the west.
Sadly, many families in
all of these disasters
have been split apart,
unknowing if their loved ones passed away. Our
opening statements described only a fraction of
what is capable of being created from the ground
we tread, or the air we breathe, or the water we
drink.
Though all of these disasters are a reality, our
Christian faith keeps us together. Even though
these disasters don’t make life any better for us,
they are God’s way of humbling us. We have no
(Continued on page 12)
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1
1
2
3
4
4
5
6
7
7
8
9
9
9

John Holton
Linda Love
Brenda Baccino
Andrew Atkinson
Susan Sizoo
Kerry Slinkard
Jacob Gane
Christina MacKrell
Phyllis Buffington
Makayla Miller
Ian McKinney
Ann Terry
Michael Adams
Gregory Hudler

12
13
13
13
13
14
15
15
15
16
17
18
18
19

Meade Nelles
Polly Ireson
David Holmes
Tyler Carter
Matthew Van Kleeck
Joseph Gerling
Danielle Stapleton
Gale Sauer
Eric Gundrum
Megan Kelly
Toni Ashburn
Erica Gallagher
David Holmes
Michael Hartman

20
24
25
25
25
25
25
27
27
29
29
29
29
30

Maeve Templin Ashford
Lisa Slinkard
Jacqueline Caleb
Steven Chimchirian
Scott Mason
Kaden Cave
Dakota Jones
Linda Allen
Marlene Hammond
John Deecki
Ediene Ringler
Rick Taylor
Alex Wharton
Christopher Guzzo

23rd APPLE FESTIVAL……already???
YES! It’s definitely time to begin work on the Apple Festival; as a matter of fact, the committee has
already held the first planning meeting. The Festival is a great opportunity for OPC to bring the
community together for a day of fun, games for the kids, live music, craftsmen, and of course great
food! It’s always fun to help with the stirring of the Apple Butter. Last year the weather was perfect,
and we’re certainly hoping for a repeat! In 2010, the Apple Festival raised $5,500 for the Youth
Mission Trip!
It takes many, many people of all ages to hold a successful festival. We
really need you; would you be willing to help?
Food Pavilion – Games – Silent Auction – Book sales – Bake Table
Cider pressing (the King family can’t help this year but have lent their
press).
Please call the church office and make your commitment to help with the
23rd OPC Apple Festival. Thanks.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDA
THURSDAY
Y
1

5

6

Autism Support
Graduate
Group 6:30p
Breakfast 9:30a
Parlor
Communion—
One Service
with 2nd
Presbyterian
Church 11a
Baccalaureate 2p
Sanctuary
12
13
Communion
Worship 8:15a
and 11a—
Commission
Mission Team
11a
7p Session Lib.
19
Worship 8:15a
and 11:00a
12p Deacons
Library

26
Worship 8:15a
and Baptism at
11:00a

7

8

Naomi Circle 7a
at Liz Miller’s
Shalom Circle
End of Year
Picnic at
Dorothea
Murray’s

First Friday Lunch
Bunch—Susky
River Grille
First Friday Arts
Stroll

9

10

11

17

18

23

24

25

Naomi Circle 7a
at Liz Miller’s

Relay for Life
4p Start

Relay for Life
9a End

14

16

20

21

Autism Support
Group 6:30p
Parlor
Apple Festival
Meeting 7p–
Lib.

Mission Team
Home from
Jamaica
OPC Walking
Club 10a Lobby
OACA—7p–Lib.

27

28

Autism Support
Group 6:30p
Parlor

OPC Walking
Club 10a Lobby
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Naomi Circle 7a
at Liz Miller’s

Mission Team
OPC Walking
Leaves for
Club 10a Lobby
Jamaica
Blood Drive 1-7p
Fellowship Hall
Autism Support
Group 6:30pParlor

SATURDAY

2

OPC Walking
Mission Trip
Club 10a Lobby Meeting
POMS 7p—
Stewardship
Bride’s Parlor
Meeting 7:30p
Wellness Council
7p—Library

15

FRIDAY

4

Naomi Circle 7a
at Liz Miller’s

22

29

30
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Over the past two years we have seen tremendous
growth in our Christian Education Program. It has
been very rewarding to see people of all ages grow
in their faith through learning about the Bible.

Kitchen help – We have had amazingly loyal
kitchen helpers, and this year we need 1-2 more
consistent helpers. The best candidate for this
position would be able to help from 4P to 6:30P.

As we approach the 2011-2012 we want to invite
you to be a part of our ministries! Read on for
ways in which you can help!

Adventure Club Chairperson – This person would
be in charge of attendance, calling volunteers, and
depositing donations. The necessary time frame
would be from 5:30-6:30p.

Adventure Club
Adventure Club is a vibrant elementary Bible Club
(currently for grades 1-6) that meets on
Wednesdays from 6-7:30p. The children eat dinner
together and then rotate between Bible, Craft, and
Game. The group closes with prayer.
Throughout this year we have had many “theme”
nights including Cowboy Night, Fiesta Night,
Pajama Night, Garden Night, Tie Dye Night and
more. Each theme is tied into a Bible lesson that
can be applied to every day life.
Beginning in September, we would like to extend
our program to include Kindergarten and perhaps
junior and senior high. The current needs are:
Shepherd Guide – Adult who makes a weekly
commitment to get to know a specific age group
and walk them through their stations. This position
involves little prep work and allows you to build
amazing relationships. Currently we are in need of
a Shepherd for K, 1, and 5-6.
Station Leader – Station leaders are in charge of
carrying out a pre-planned activity for each age
group. For example, the game leader might carry
out a game of charades or relay races or a craft
leader might lead the children in making posters or
cards for a specific theme. Station leaders can
choose to help out from 1-4 times per month, as
they have time. We always need station leaders.

Sunday School
Each Sunday children gather to sing and learn
about their faith. We have a very talented group of
teachers. The program is currently broken up into
grades PreK/K, 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-12
For the fall of 2011, we need of a 9-12 grade
teacher on Sunday morning from 9:30-10:30a.
We also need classroom helpers in the 1-2 grade
class and the 3-4 grade class.
Nursery
We are in need of people to serve in the nursery
one time every other month. Come and help guide
our littlest ones on their journey by sharing your
love! This opportunity is from 11-12p during
worship on a Sunday
Children’s Church
Children’s Church is a program offered for PreK
and K students during the 11:00a Worship Service.
The children remain in worship until the children’s
sermon and then they leave to hear their own
message with their peers. The program currently
runs with two volunteers – a lead teacher and a
helper. The lead teacher reads the Bible story and
carries out the activity for the day. The helper
assists with prep and clean up and helps students
that might have a hard time. We are currently in
need of both lead teachers and helpers.×

Vacation Bible School 2011
Save the dates July 17-21 for this summer’s VBS. Preschool VBS (ages 3-5) is July
18, 19, and 20th from 9:00-11:00a and PreK through Grade 6 is July 17-21 from
6:00-8:00p. VBS for Grades 5 and 6 will be July 17-21 from 6:00-8:00p, and this
group will have a special Service Camp option to do community service projects
(more details to follow).
**Note—Children may register for one VBS program or the other (morning OR night). One child may not
attend both morning and evening programs. Families may choose to have one child attend morning and
another child attend evening if it better suits them.
Page 10

LAMPLIGHTER

Scenes from the Jamaican Lunch

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!!
The members of the 2011 Jamaica Mission Team
thank you for your abundant and generous donations
and support for our upcoming trip! We are very
excited to go and serve the Lord. Through budget
money, the Apple Festival proceeds, deposits from
team members, and our fundraisers, we have
compiled about $26,000! The total cost of the trip is
close to $28,000.
Please join us on Sunday, June 12th at the 11:00a
worship service for the commissioning of our team.
We travel from June 13th to June 21st, and we will be
staying in Mandeville, Jamaica. Unfortunately we will
not have any internet or cell service so we will not be
able to give updates while we are gone, but we will
give a full report when we get home! On September
18th, when everyone is back from vacation and
summer breaks, we will do a full Mission Trip Sunday.
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The members traveling together are:
Sarah Carter
Tyler Carter
Meredith Cripps
Avian Curry
Kerry Gerich
Catherine King
Bridget McCormick
Danni McCormick
Ryan Montgomery
Clyde Prigg
Webster Prigg
Jacob Roten
Emma Spotts
Neeley Spotts
Alyssa Stevenson
Dyan Stevenson
Tanner Talley
Stephanie Templin Ashford
Preston Twyman
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(“End of the World”…continued from page 7)

reason to fear; God will protect us, no matter the
situation. It might sure feel like the world is
ending–and it might be–but God will always love us,
no matter what is happening in our lives. God’s
love is inextinguishable by any darkness, or oceans
of water.

Kathleen Kamp

Do you know any people that act like it is the end
of the world when something little goes wrong? I
mean seriously, when something bad happens they
get all depressed or mad. I know some people like
that. If they get grounded for a week they go
around acting like it is the end of the world, or if
they get their cell phone taken away they sulk the
whole time. Seriously they can live for a week
without their phone. Half of my friends and I don’t
even have phones to take away. We can live without
them and have done just fine so far .
What would you do if your best friend starts
saying mean things about you or telling people
your secrets to the whole school just to make
themselves more popular, not even thinking about
the consequences or that persons feelings? Would
you feel like it is the end of the world? I know some
people who are so desperate to be popular its not
even funny. I know somebody who ditched her best
friend because she wore the wrong color shirt in
middle school. There are the popular people, the
desperate ones, the normal average ones and then
there is me and my friends the Goths, the nerds,
the losers, the delinquents and just overall rejects
and we are the happiest kids in school it seems.
We’re inclusive and nobody can really betray each

Our Youth Group can get 1% back on your grocery
bill by using your Sav-A-Tape Card! If you use a
Redner’s Grocery Card, they will get 5%. Put them
both together, and the Youth will get a 6% return
on your grocery bill!
Here’s how it works: Stop by the Redner’s Office
and get a Sav-A-Tape Card. This is the same card
you can use for gas points. Have the cashier swipe
your card when you go to the checkout. There will
be a note “Sav-a-tape” at the bottom of the receipt.
Save your receipt and put it in the red box on top
of the mailboxes by the office! Every couple of
months, we tally up the tapes and turn them in, and
Redner’s sends us a check! It’s that simple! Thank
you so much for supporting our youth!
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other because if they did they would be kicked out
of the group and then they would have no friends
at all. Anyway half of us don’t even have cell
phones while the half that does barely use them at
all. We all just sit there and laugh at the other
people who flip out when they lose their phones.
While they talk about clothes or sports we talk
about more serious subjects such as on occasion
the apocalypse. We have been known to sit there
and argue about how the world is going to end.
One guy thinks it is going to be a massive virus
that is going to wipe out all the humans and
animals. Another person thinks that it is going to
be a massive meteorite crashing into earth. There
is even a really weird theory that either technology
or some type of animal will take over the world.
What they don’t realize is that according to the
bible we will all be free and living in heaven if we
believe in Jesus and follow in his path. If you
believe that Revelation is true then you believe that
God will come down from heaven and he will live
with his people and that there will be no death or
sadness. Not even pain will exist in the new world.
The cowards and nonbelievers will follow Satan into
the lake of fire. Everybody including the dead will
be judged by God according to what they did in
their life. God will live with his people in the new
Jerusalem. There is no night in this new city.
Instead, it is always bright because of God’s
brilliance. The gates will never be closed and
nothing evil is allowed to enter. The old Earth will
have disappeared along with the sea.
Basically you don’t have to worry about the end
of the world if you believe in Jesus and try to follow
in his path.×

Dear Church Families and Friends in
the community,
We would like to thank everyone who
participated or came out to watch and
support our performers at the Talent
Show on Saturday night. Between
the show and the bake sale we raised
$850!!
Thank you!
Nicole, Jen and Teressa
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(“Why Church” … continued from page 6)

which I still occasionally pull out to annoy
Stephanie. It was never really that real. It wasn’t
until God somehow led me from Northeast Philly to
Oxford— I still can’t figure out quite how He did
that—that all of this really started to become real. It
was in this church that I started to really feel the
mysteries of our faith. And I hope that that’s
something that all people will learn to experience. I
would really love for you to remain in our church.
Because we need you. We need all of you because
you’re going to take over the church. It’s all going
to be yours. And it’s a whole new world. It’s a world
of Facebook and Twitter, and there’s a lot of
changes coming up that we can only guess about.
And you guys are really the life of our church. Now,
I know that there’s a chance that God may lead you
to other places. You may find yourselves at some
hospital far away from here. You may become CEOs,
lawyers, missionaries—but wherever you go,
remember you do have a family here. Not only the
family that you see here—the church family that’s
here with you now—but the church triumphant. Our
Lord Jesus is a treasure that you should really learn
to appreciate and take with you that will really help
you get through this thing we call life. Thanks.
Beth Keefer (Kasey Busko): I knew there was a
reason why I asked to go last. Because now I can
just say, “Yeah, all that they said.” That was terrific.
My name’s Beth Keefer, and I was honored to be a
mentor to Kasey Busko. First, I would like to
welcome you all as our newest members of Oxford
Presbyterian Church. You will now truly be members
of our Family of Faith! I hope that you will look back
on this day as an important milestone, and that you
will continue to spend time with your church family
in good times and in bad. You have grown so much
this year and learned a lot about your faith this
year, but there is much more for you to do on your
faith journey. (And now, moms, you won’t have to
pull them out of bed on Sunday mornings...they’ll
be excited to come to church each week!)
Seriously though, we each have talents to develop
and to share. What better place to grow than in the
safety of your church family? As members we
should all take the responsibility of using our
talents and spending more than just this one hour a
week in service to God. I feel it is important to
become involved in church activities to stay
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connected to our church and to make a
commitment to put our faith first, to put God first.
We all are so busy—what’s the expression? So much
to do–so little time. So find something that you
enjoy doing that will make a difference, to make a
contribution to our church. Now I personally did not
grow up as a member of Oxford Presbyterian, but
I’ve been a member of another church where I grew
up and have participated in many other churches
along the way, and I can say that Oxford
Presbyterian Church is a very special place. I have
always felt inspired by music. (Some would say I
have a talent for it.) From the age of five, I can
remember wanting to express my love of God and
to share my inspiration through music. It was my
church that gave me many opportunities to grow. So
I have made it a priority to show my appreciation for
the gifts that God has given me. I share my time and
talent, hoping to enhance the worship service for
others. (I also find great joy in helping all those little
Cherubs to gain a love of music!)
As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “Be
careful how you live–not as unwise but as wise,
making the most of every opportunity. Be filled with
the Spirit. Speak to one another with Psalms,
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. Sing and make music in
your heart to the Lord.”
Congratulations to each of you!
Stephanie (conclusion): The mentors had the
opportunity to meet with the confirmands one time
per month, and they had guided curriculum that
focused on the saints and the church and worship.
Together the confirmand and the mentor were given
the opportunity to read the entire book of Luke
together. So, the relationship that they shared was
really special and really important. The idea of the
mentorship for me personally came from a
Methodist pastor who said that, “We learn how to be
like Jesus by being with people who we think are
like Jesus.” So we surround ourselves with people
who we think are faithful and try to emulate them
and their faith. So, we thank the mentors for their
time this year. They gave up their personal time
every month to be with the kids, and I have seen
some really wonderful relationships grow out of
that. ×
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Relay for Life
Talent Show
Uniting

for the
CURE!

Join the OPC / Community Preschool team for the
relay on June 24 (4:00p)‐25 (9:00a). Sign up in the
office for your relay slot (1/2 hour shifts).
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SOUTH AFRICA TRIP PLANNED:
WHO WILL GO? by June Hoffman
The Mthatha Task Force of Donegal Presbytery is eagerly
planning our next trip to South Africa. The dates are October
19 to November 2, 2011.
It would be terrific if someone from OPC will go to visit with our
brothers and sisters and especially to see our partnership
Church, Khulani Congregation.
One of the most important part of our Covenant Agreement
between the two Presbyteries is our visits back and forth to
really experience each other in our respective churches,
communities, and missions of our congregations. For those of
us who have visited South Africa, it has been a life changing
experience to see for ourselves the beauty of South Africa and
the spirit of its people.
Presbytery funds are limited and the cost of the trip is about
$1400 per person. Churches who have a traveler on the team
are encouraged to support that person financially. Believe me,
it is well worth it!
If you would like to be a member
of the Donegal Team to South
Africa, please let June Hoffman
know as soon as possible so we
can include you in the planning.
Keep praying for Khulani
Congregation, as they are
praying for us and keep our
spiritual bond alive.

Above: Two ladies
from the Khulani
Congregation, who
were on hand to
welcome Clyde Prigg
and June Hoffman
(right) — part of our
Presbytery’s team
who traveled to
South Africa in
2009.
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Session Retreat
By Jane Trimble, Clerk of Session
On Saturday April 30th, the Session held
their annual retreat. Following prayer
and discussion, the Session felt led to
commit to a focus, for this year and the
next. This priority generated much
conversation and excitement. Someone
spoke the words “Spiritual Development”
and instantly Session knew this was to
be our commitment and focus. Spiritual
Development will begin with each
Ministry Unit opening their respective
committee meetings with prayer and a
short scripture reading. As committees
become tuned to listening for God’s
direction, so will the spiritual
development of our congregation
become of utmost importance. As a
beginning, we will be passing to the
congregation, on a regular basis,
personal and group prayer sheets, which
may be used for the coming week.
Other issues discussed at our retreat:
communication with the communitythrough an active Web site, E-Mail,
Facebook, sign with lights and thoughts
that change weekly:
Sr. and Jr. High Youth Program:
strengthen program through a focus on
Spiritual Development, relationships
and, of course, fun and service projects:
Pray for our Session as we pray for each
of you.
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm

The Lamplighter
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Oxford, PA 19363
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Class of 2013

Jackie Caleb
Warren Vosburg
Carol Carter
Jim McLeod
Wendell Higgins

Chris Arthur
Vivian Brown
Eryn Gallagher
Barb Hill
Nancy Andress

Whitney Bradford
Bob Cantarera
Kerry Gerich
Rich Lombardi
Andy Ralston

Don Drennen

Bev Hartgrove

Mark Verbanas
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