
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 
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Have a great Summer. 
 

No Lamplighter until  
September! 

Our Leadership Team 
Pastor 
     the Rev. D. Kerry Slinkard 
Clerk of Session 
     Jane Trimble 
Deacons Moderator 
     Robert Hudler 
Director of Music 
     Peter Slauch 
Organist 
     Julie Allport 
Parish Nurse 
     June Hoffman 
Preschool Director  
     Nicole Hartman 
Secretariy 
     Eryn Tierney 
   Sexton 
     Clyde Prigg 
Treasurer 
      Beth Keefer 
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Our Vision 
Oxford Presbyterian Church 
is a family of Christians 
dedicated to sharing the 
unconditional love of Jesus 
Christ with the local and 
world communities 

In the years to come, I will look back and know I helped in some way  

toward the completion of this 1992 rebuilding project.  

See a sampling of Auction Items on pages 9 and 10  

Excerpt from Vernon Ringler’s letter to the congregation.   

I encourage you to take a few moments and reminisce 
how the Oxford Presbyterian Church has touch your life.   
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Vacations are times when routines change and we do things differently.  I am writing this column 
from Santa Fe where routines are definitely changed.  Since we arrived we have learned about the 

cultural history of the peoples who have lived in this area over the centuries, got up close and personal 
with a burrowing owl, a peregrine falcon and a corn snake (at the Children’s Museum), participated in the Pro-

cession of the Blessed Sacrament (the Feast of Corpus Christi) at the St. Francis Cathedral, toured an artist’s 
bronze foundry, visited the shrine of El Santuario de Chimayo and prayed for healing for our members and fami-
lies (we even got some holy dirt), watched a weaver make a rug, explored ancient Pueblo cliff cave dwellings, and 
enjoyed the scenery of northern New Mexico.  There’s something about this place that focuses one’s thoughts on 
the sacred.  And yet, what I am experiencing as special is part of the daily routine for the people I meet along the 
way. 

Breaking routines allows us to get a fresh perspective on how life works.  The things we do on vacation certainly 
cannot be sustained long-term.  We have to get back to our regular routines eventually.  But those routines can be 
revived by our experiences and even the most mundane can take on new depth.  Today I am writing to celebrate 
life – the routines of every day, the friends we see all the time, the paths we follow day-by-day.  They are all sa-
cred because they are all gifts from God.  Each sight, each smell, each breath is a sign of God’s loving kindness 
toward us and all of creation. 

With the arrival of Stephanie Templin-Ashford as our Director of Christian Education (see her introduction  
below), we have a wonderful opportunity to consider the routines of church with a new perspective – to remind  
ourselves of the intentional sanctity of our ministries as Christ calls us, and maybe to develop some new routines 
to make our lives together even more sacred. 
Well, enough of my ramblings!! 

 

See you in church!  PEACE, 

      Pastor Kerry 

We are pleased to announce Stephanie 
Templin Ashford as our new Christian 
Education Director.  She comes to us 
from Rock Presbyterian Church in Fair 
Hill, MD where she has served since 
2005 as the pastor.  Prior to that, 
she was the Pastor for Children, 
Youth and Young Families at Bausman 
Memorial UCC in Reading, PA. She is a 
graduate of Lancaster Theological 
Seminary and Dickinson College. 

Stephanie is 30 years old and is the 
wife to Paul and mother to Noah (3).  
Stephanie and Paul are expecting 

their second child, a girl, in early July.  They enjoy backpacking, camping, 
traveling, ice cream, and movies.  Throughout her time in ministry, Stepha-
nie has tried to help the youngest and the oldest children of God to see how 
exciting a life of faith really can be.  She is eager to begin her work at 
Oxford Presbyterian Church and will come to be with us full time in mid-
August.  

Please join us in welcoming Stephanie and family to our church including Baby Girl, Maeve.  
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Join Us For Vacation Bible School July 26th thru 30th! 

Rejoice with Liz 

Seek with Felix 

Tell with Blossom 

Pray with Max 

Ask with Olivia 

Registration available online at 
http://www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 
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In the book, Little House on the Prairie, there is a chapter called “Independence Day.” A hot 
and thirsty boy comes to his father during a Fourth of July fair to ask for a nickel for lemonade. 
His dad takes out a half-dollar and says, “Almanzo, do you know what this is?”                    
“Half a dollar,” Almanzo answered.                 
 “Yes. But do you know what a half a dollar is?” 
 
Almanzo didn’t know it was anything but a half a dollar. “It’s work, son, that’s what money is; 
it’s hard work. You know how to raise potatoes, Almanzo?     “Yes,” Almanzo said.      “Say you have a seed potato 
in the spring,  what do you do with it?” 
 
“You cut it up,” Almanzo said.   “Go on, son.”   
 
“Then you harrow - first you manure the field, and plow it. Then you harrow, and mark the ground.  
And plant the potatoes, and plow them, and hoe them. You plow and hoe them twice.” 
“That’s right, son. And then?”                                         “Then you dig them and put them down the cellar.” 
 
“Yes, then you pick them over all winter; you throw out all the little ones and the rotten ones. 
  Come spring, you load them up and haul them here to town, and you sell them. 
 
And if you get a good price, son, how much do you get to show for all that work? How much do you get for half a 
bushel of potatoes?”                       “Half a dollar,” Almanzo said.  
“Yes,” said his father. “That’s what’s in this half dollar, Almanzo, the work that raised half a bushel of potatoes  
   is in it.” 
 
 Almanzo looked at the round piece of money that his father held up. It looked small, compared with all that work. 
“You can have it, Almanzo, it’s yours.” his father said as he handed the coin to his son. “You could buy a suckling    
pig with it, if you want to. You could raise a litter of pigs, worth four, five dollars apiece. Or you can trade that half-
dollar for 10 lemonades, and drink it up. You do as you want, it’s your money.” 
 
On the one hand Almanzo’s father was right - and it is a good reminder that money represents our work. A valuable 
lesson for people, especially the young. But thinking a bit more—maybe the money Almanzo’s father earned was 
not really his. God owns the earth out of which the potatoes came. The potatoes were really God’s. 
 
Besides, God gave Almanzo and his family healthy bodies and good minds which enabled them to harvest the  
potatoes and market them.  
 
So, in the end they depended on God for whatever they possessed.  The story reminds us that money is simply an-
other gift from God to us and that if the Christian has given body and soul to the Lord that automatically includes  
everything else (including  the symbol of our work - money). 

You work hard for the money, but….. 

Submitted by Peter King 

All Articles should be forwarded to  
lamplighter@oxfordpresbyterian.org 
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The Flag Flies on the Green! 
It flies again due to  of the efforts of 
Barney Quigley and Rich Terry, be-
cause of their time and effort to refinish 
the Golden Orb. 

 

Also Thanks to the Fire Department,  
especially to Rich for the rigging of the 
pole and installation of the Orb. 

Xät lÉâÇz 
Pianist, Piano Instructor for Lincoln University 

Sunday, August 16, at 7:00 PM 

Eva Young will present a piano recital in the sanctuary at OPC.   

 

The concert is free and open to the public. 

XätËá U|É 
 Receiving critical acclaim, pianist Eva Young made her first con-
certo appearance with the Royal College of Music Orchestra as a 
result of winning the Peter Morrison Concerto Competition. At an 
early age she also performed at London’s major performing center, 
the South Bank and the Barbican. 
Immigrating to the United States, Ms. Young has performed fre-
quently at the Bach Aria Festival, Music Academy of the West, 

Interlochen Center of the Arts as vocal coach and accompanist.  
 Ms. Young was invited to premiere composer Lu Yen’s piano concerto with Contemporary 

Chamber Orchestra Taipei at Taiwan’s National Concert Hall. She performed works of Steve Reich 
with the New World Symphony in Florida and Aaron Jay Kernis at the Pacific Music Festival in Ja-
pan. She has given piano recitals all over the tri-state area. 

As harpsichordist she had performed with Astral Artistic Services in Philadelphia, Barge Mu-
sic, New York; members of the Orion String Quartet, New Brunswick Chamber Orchestra, Bethlehem 
Chamber Music Society, New York Consort of Viols, Ann Arbor Chamber Museum Players, Phila-
delphia Classical Symphony and the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia.    

Ms. Young holds Bachelor of Music from Ober-
lin Conservatory and Masters of Music from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. She is currently on faculty of Lincoln 
University and Music director of New London United 
Methodist Church.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

Communion Sunday 

6 7 

Santa Jones 

8 9 

Clean Basement 

10 

Clean Basement 

11 

Paint Basement 

12 

Bless the prayer shawls 
Session 7 pm 

13 14 

WIC 

15 

Townwatch  
7 pm 

16 17 18 

NOMADS 5 pm 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 

Vacation Bible School 

27 

VBS 

28 WIC 

VBS 

29 

VBS 

30 

VBS 

31  

July 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Communion Sunday 

3 
Wellness Baby 
Clinic 

4 Massages 

Santa Jones 

5 6 7 8 

9 

Session 7 pm 

10 11 

WIC 

12 13 14 15 

16Art Series 

Eva Young 7 pm 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 

WIC 

26 27 28 29 

30 31 

First Day of  
School 

     

August 2009 
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07/01 Robert Cantarera 
07/03 Michelle Taylor  
07/06 Anne Bailey 
07/07 Melissa Sarver 
 Elijah Albrecht 
07/09 Audrey Neyman 
07/11 Sarah Kelso 
07/12 Alan Pugh 
 Patrick Kurman  
 Andy Arthur 
 Abby Busko 
 Conner Quigley 
07/16 Andrea Evans 
07/17 Sandra Slauch 
07/18 Laura King 
 Nancy Thomson 
07/19 Cassidy Colmary 
07/20 Stephanie Johnson 
 

07/21 Kasey Busko 
07/22  John Kraybill 
07/23 Vera England 
 Laura Wilson 
 Dennis Tierney 
 Rebekah Wil-
liams 
07/24 Justin Folker 
07/25 Wendell Hig-
gins 
07/26 Jim Sumner 
07/27 Lorraine Vines 
 Diana Albrecht 
 Lora Deecki 
07/29 Teresa Duppel 
07/30 Beth MacMillan 
 Dorothy Taylor 
07/31 Cindy Shrom 
 Kristen Tozzo 

08/02 Sarah Taylor 
08/03 Margaux Elters 
08/04  Beverly Hartgrove 
 Leon Slauch 
 Michael Schneider 
08/05 Millie Loughhead 
08/07 Arlene Singleton 
 Krista Staller 
08/08 Jason Chimchirian 
08/09 Jason Grube 
 Michael Stuckey 
08/12 Kevin Colmary 
08/14 Eryn Tierney 
08/15 Connie Winchester 
 Jordan Hastings 
08/16 Joyce Ray 
08/17 Lisa Crawford 
 Anne Jennings 

08/18 Roger Mason 
 Fran Jackson 
 Elizabeth Evans-Ralston 
08/19 Alice Cullen 
 Walter Montgomery 
 Zoe Zenker 
08/20 Sally Bush 
08/22 Laura Beimfohr 
08/23 Donald Flessner 
 Nadiene Ringler-Friedrich 
 Megan Randall 
08/24 James Abel 
 Kolby Colmary 
08/25 Christine Reisinger 
08/26 Harold Walls 
 Madelyn Reisinger 
08/27 Judy Kamp 

08/28 Dotty Phillips 
 Kathy Stullken 
 Peter Hoberg 
 Dylan Adams 
08/29 Ashley Whiteman 
 John Zenker III 
08/31 Connie Slauch 

July Birthdays  

August Birthdays  

Volunteers and Vendors Needed 

Please Contact: 
Marcy Workman 717-529-1098 

                Workman1234@earthlink.net 

Jennifer Horton  610-932-7684 

                jeni11261@verizon.net 
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Gretchen and Mark Godfrey 
110 Sunset Road 
Oxford PA 19363 

Robert Canterara 
2073 Baltimore Pike 
Oxford PA 19363 

Amanda and Matthew Woolsten 
276 E. Mount Vernon Street 
Oxford PA 19363 

Jerry Coe 
480 Bayberry Lane 
West Grove, PA 19390 

Walt Osborne 
3939 Blue Ball Road  
Elkton MD 21921 

Stephen and Diana Albrecht 
127 Pine Street 
Coatesville PA 19320 

Paul and Krista Staller 
108 Schoolview Lane  
Oxford PA 19363 

Prayer Shawl Blessings 
Sunday, July 12  

Blessings of the prayer shawls will follow in the chapel after 11:00 service.   
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Imagine a large circus tent with people from all over the world, all God’s creations dancing 
around, and 1500 worshippers clapping hands, sharing communion, and renewing their baptism. 
This was our experience in Atlanta at the Presbyterian Peacemaking conference along with 9 
other organizations in the PCUSA. We worshipped together, ate a couple of meals together, and 
enjoyed each other’s workshops. On the last evening, Saturday, we all followed a Scottish piper 
and John Calvin to Centennial park where the ‘96 Olympics were held to commemorate the 
Northern and Southern stream reunion that occurred in Atlanta in 1983. We were a bit of a spec-
tacle but the regulars at the park enjoyed all the music during the evening. Etha and I enjoyed 
the ice cream especially. 

 The three main worship services were obviously about a “big tent” in the Presbyterian 
church including everyone. The Rev. Dr. Anna Carter Florence spoke about how Jesus’ theology 
was not acceptable to the Pharisees of his day much like the new theologies around the world 
have upset the Euro-American dominance in the PCUSA. The Rev. Dr. Claudio Cavalhoes spoke 
about the Grace and Hands and how the PCUSA needs to equalize Pastor salaries throughout 
our denomination regardless of church size, overcome our fear of “the other” by not being too 
antiseptic in our churches (he has attended church where they pass the peace with elbows), and 
relive and relish the diversity of Pentecost. The final preacher was Rev. Graham Baird whom 
runs an urban street ministry to 2000 in Texas in an old movie theatre. He emphasized the need 
to not have so many rules we deny others access to God and don’t worry so much about the order 
of words (A slight dig against the Form of Government task force currently working for General 
Assembly.) Fantastic worship services with a great mixture of song and dance. I also attended 
several workshops on immigration. 

 The  Peacemaking Conference took us to the Carter Center and the Martin Luther King 
national monument. The MLK monument is very moving and enlightening. We also got to peek 
into the Old Ebenezer Baptist Sanctuary—an awesome place where prophetic oration still rings 
in your mind. At the Carter Center we learned from a gentleman from Sierra Leone how the war 
in Liberia (during the last decade) spilled over into his country, toppling government, and forc-
ing him into exile. He has been a worker at the Carter Center for 3 years. Jimmy Carter was not 
at the center but was in Lebanon to monitor their recent elections. (The Carter Center was not 
invited to the Iran elections-they only go where the host country asks them in). We also learned 
that the Carter Center works with many organizations to fight disease worldwide such as the 
Guinea tape worm problem in West Africa caused by contaminated water.  

 Etha and I were able to add to the three day conference with driving stops to and from  
Atlanta. I thank the Peacemaking Committee of OPC for the registration.  Jim Sumner 
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Oxford Presbyterian Church—Spring 1993 Auction 

1. Babysitting — Enjoy a break from the kids and let Shelley McLeod watch them for you for a couple 
hours.   (age 2 1/2 to 8  years old.  Up to 2 kids) 

2. Car Washed and the inside cleaned— Jill Higgins and Kim Huntington will clean your car inside and out.  
Get rid of all the winter salt and let this expert crew make it look as good as new.  (If that is possible) 

3. Math Tutoring — Jim Abel will tutor your youngster in Math for 5 hours.  He currently teaches geometry 
but has taught middle school math.  Algebra I and Algebra II.  You could also use this for SAT Prepara-
tion.   

4. Harlequin Romances — like to read?  Here is an Entire Box of Good Entertainment from Lisa Ledger.  

5. Hot Tub Party— Mary Beth Ross will provide her Hot Tub fro the enjoyment of two to four people.  She 
will even throw in a Beverage of your choice. 

6. Cookies of the Month — Liz Abel will prepare a batch of cookies every month of the year from her ex-
tensive cookie menu.  

7. Original Water Color of the Robert Fulton Birthplace — created by Paul Phillips 

8. Serenading — Even though Valentine’s Day is over remember your sweetheart with a very special hour of 
serenading by Jim Sumner and Allen Andrews.  You don’t have to have a balcony.  You will need to wait 
until May.   

9. Yard Work—The Three Stooges Work Crew  (Stephen, Nate and Andy) will work for 2 hours (that’s a 
total of six man hours) cleaning up your yard, basement or garage.  

10. Maryland Riverside Experience — Have dinner for 2 served to you on the water and then take a short 
sunset cruise which will culminate with cocktails at a local waterfront establishment.  This is presented by 
Jim McLeod.  

11. Total Make over — Kris Towner will perform miracles and completely make you over.  This includes 
Hair, make-up and picture—(there will be a small fee for film and processing) 

12. Afghan—A cream colored afghan created by Anne Harlan.  It is made with a shell and feather stitch.  

13. A home made 4 legged stool — Leon and Jackie Slauch have donated this fine piece of furniture.   

14. 2—100 year old quart jars—Leon remembers picking these up at the store when he was little.  

15. A flower stand—Jackie Slauch is contributing another piece of furniture that is an old kitchen stool that 
would make a good flower stand.  

16. Breakfast in Bed — Ask Leon how he plans to do this? 

17. Toaster — A Brand New Toaster donated by Dolores McClean.  Leon-Maybe you need this for your 
breakfast in bed.  

18. A Monster Candle—8 pounds of candle—Linda Allen says that this 8 pound candle will burn for 600 
hours.   

19. Mini Shelves — a pair of heart shaped shelves donated by Joan and Dick Appleton. 

20. Exercise Bike—In good working order (except for the speedometer). Donated by Joan and Dick Apple-
ton.   

Continued on next page 
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Dear Congregation: 
One of the most vivid memories of my childhood in our old sanctuary was 

Wednesday choir practice.  We met at 3:30 while the afternoon light was 

striking the stained glass windows.  It was the only light in the church and we 

played in the triangles of color on the carpet (until Jackie told us to sit down).   

In order to provide triangles of light for the next generation of children, in 

order for the bell choir to play “America the Beautiful” on another Memorial 

Day Sunday while pigeons coo quietly in the back-
ground, in order for all the memories that each of 
us hold to be re-created, we must work together.  
Each one of us can help– a little or a lot.   

Dear Members and Friends of the Oxford Presbyterian Church, 

It is thrilling to see the building proceeding from day to day.  It is exciting to 

think that I have had something to do with this through my own freewill offer-

ings over and above my yearly pledge.  For many of us, this is the first, and pos-

sibly the last time we will have the opportunity to participate in the building of a 

church.  I am eagerly awaiting the day when we can “enter into his gates with 

thanksgiving, and into this court of praise.” 

Dream of where you will sit in the new sanctuary, attend or teach Sunday School 

meet for prayer, rehearse with the choir, or gather to have fellowship.  Maybe, in 

this new building, one of your children will be baptized, married, or confess their 

faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  In that new sanctuary, fellowship hall, 

and Sunday School rooms you may encounter that living God and be challenged 

to be and to do for the Lord Jesus Christ what you cannot now imagine.   

Excerpt of a  Letter from Ted to the congregation dated March 9, 1992. 

Excerpt of a  Letter from Peter King to the congregation  dated March 16, 1992. 

 

21. U—2 T-Shirt — A Large size black crew t shirt from the U-2 Zoo Tour.  

22. Cheesecake — A delicious cheesecake prepared by Liz Abel.  Ask Stephen Abel about the quality.  He 
may outbid you.   

23. Baby Basket—Just imagine the basket that Moses was found in.  This might be it.  Ed and Judi Jefferis 
found Suzi in it.   

24. Dress Alteration — so that dress doesn’t fit anymore.  Grace Holton will fix that for you.  

25. Dress Alteration 2—If that dress didn’t fit.  I bet you have another one.  Grace will take care of that one 
too.   

26. Cat Food — Do you have a really big cat?   I mean a real big cat.  Then you will probably need 20 pounds 
of cat food.  Donated by Barb Hill.  

27. 8 Hours of work — Do you have a lot of Handyman type work to do around the house.  Jim Sumner 
would like to help, but you have to provide the coffee.   



The Lamplighter 

 

Return Service Requested 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm 

 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service 

 

Class of 2009 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 

Nancy Andress Richard Forcey Jackie Caleb 

Peter King Andrea Evans Warren Vosburg 

Vaun Newill Beverly Hartgrove Carol Carter 

Bill Stullken Don MacMillan Jim McLeod 
Eryn Tierney Susan Sizoo Eileen Loeliger 

Jane Trimble Wendell Higgins Don Drennen 

Class of 2009 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 

Dianne Hammond Andrew Ralston Dennis Tierney 

Bob Hudler Jessica Hammond Jackie Montgomery 

Jean McCauley Patty McComsey Cindy Hager 

Raymond Vanover Mark Verbanas Herman Wharton 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA  19363 

  OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 

6 Pine Street 

Oxford, PA  19363 

Phone: 610-932-9640 
Fax: 610-932-0863 

E-mail: opc@oxfordpresbyterian.org 

Our Web Page: 
 

http://
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org 


