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Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian
Church is a family of
Christians dedicated to
sharing the unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and
world communities

Growing in
Grace and
Gratitude
What is “Stewardship”?
Stewardship in a Christian context refers to the responsibility that Christians have in maintaining and using
wisely the gifts that God has bestowed. The Stewardship Committee
is seeking to highlight stewardship as
a year-round way of life here at OPC.
Because of that, we are re-naming the
annual commitment drive as the “Fall
Financial Campaign” rather than the
“Stewardship Campaign.”
The Fall Financial Campaign theme is
Growing in Grace and Gratitude. The three “Gr”s focus our
thoughts on God’s abundant love for
us and our daily walk in that love.
The process of the campaign will be a
little different this year. For the past
two years, we have used the “Pony Express” process where each family received the saddlebag, filled out their
commitment information, then took
the bag to the next family. This year
we have designated callers who will
take the packets around to each family. These callers are Elders and Deacons and other volunteers who will be

able to answer your questions about
OPC (or bring them back so we can get
back to you). They will also be asking
you for suggestions for future ministry
ideas, so you might want to think about
that information in the coming days.
Proportional Giving
As you learn more and more about the
ministries of our church, we hope you
will think about increasing your commitment. One of the best ways of doing
that is by considering proportional giving. The classic example is the “tithe”
or 10%. But that is only one possibility.
You might want to start with 1% or 2%
or 4%. The commitment card has a
chart and a formula to help you calculate proportional giving. We think you
will be surprised when you first look at
giving in this way and hope that you
will want to strive for gradually increasing your proportion year by year. Please
join us in the Fall Financial Campaign,
Growing in Grace and Gratitude
— The Stewardship Committee

“Sharing the Gifts”
Don’t forget to fill out the Time & Talent survey insert. More copies are available.
You can return it at any time or with your financial commitment card.

Growing in
Grace and
Gratitude
This month marks the beginning of our Fall Financial Campaign to receive your commitments for the
ministries of OPC in 2011. Churches often face this event with mixed feelings.
On the one hand, we need to know where the money is coming from before we spend it—that’s only right!...
On the other hand, we don’t want to be pushy about money things—that’s too worldly!...
What I would like us all to remember is that stewardship really is independent of our church budget and our
plans for the coming year. Stewardship is fundamentally a personal trait—making the best use of the gifts
God has given us individually. The giving of our time and money to God through the church is an act of
Gratitude for God’s Grace in our lives. No matter what our current circumstances might be, we all know the
many blessings God has chosen to give us day by day.
Jesus said, “How hard it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” This is found in Matthew, Mark
and Luke. Does that mean that to be truly Christian God wants us to become poor? (Who knew this recession
was an evangelism tool?)
Paul answers that question this way: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians
8:9—my emphasis). Now, Paul was not one to pander to the wealthy. He wasn’t proclaiming the “prosperity
gospel” where faith in Jesus is like a guaranteed get-rich-quick scheme. Paul was talking about spiritual
riches—the new strength and peace that comes with faithful stewardship of our gifts. He knew that our wealth
does not lie in our money, but in our love for God, for each other, and for all others. How do we manifest our
Gratitude ? Giving back is the best way. Robert Louis Stevenson said this: “You can give without loving, but
you can never love without giving.”
In this “post-modern” age, people are not overly inclined to belong or contribute to an organization unless it
will make a difference. It’s not just whether or not the organization does good things, it is “Will my
contribution make a difference?” If you would spend just a little time around the office, you will know the
answer to that question. Every dollar you contribute makes a difference. It may be a toddler’s class lining up
by our desks to sing a harvest song they just learned in the Community Preschool; or perhaps the many
phone calls arranging rides for doctor’s appointments or to bring meals or extended communion; or the
stream of anxious parents and children each Tuesday at the W.I.C. clinic; or the check for emergency aid to
Pakistan; or the pumpkins assembled for Wednesday’s Adventure Club. Yes, we are good at the big things like
the Apple Festival, or the Youth Mission Trip to New Orleans, but we are also good at the little things—the
day-to-day things that quietly touch lives. There is, at the heart of OPC, the hum of the Holy Spirit breathing
love and hope into everything we do.
Friends, we are blessed to be a part of this congregation and its tradition of helping others. I hope you are
excited about the future of our ministries and our lives together. I pray that you will remember with
Gratitude the many blessings of God’s Grace as we Grow in faith
See you in church!
PEACE,
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Mission Highlight
Peacemaking
By Dorothea Murray
HISTORY: Thirty years ago the 192nd General Assembly (1980) of
the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. adopted Peacemaking:
The Believers’ Calling. This statement affirmed that peacemaking is
central to the gospel message and to living as disciples of Jesus. It
celebrated Presbyterian peacemaking efforts and called for a renewed emphasis on seeking peace and doing justice. Since 1980,
individual Presbyterians, congregations, middle governing bodies,
and General Assembly programs have engaged in amazing peacemaking ministries in the name of Jesus Christ. In this 30th anniversary year the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program helps congregations to celebrate ministries past and present and look forward to
new adventures following Christ, who is our peace.
OPC’s History:
I chaired the Session committee that started the peacemaking task
force at OPC, which was named the “Peace Ministry,” and later was
made a Session Committee. The General Assembly Peacemaking
Program of PC(USA) was formed in 1980, when the booklet,
“Peacemaking the Believers Calling” was published. Our Peace Ministry was formed soon after that, and it was funded by $1000, which
OPC had available.

“Least of These”
Pease continue to support this mis‐
sion. In the Church Narthex you will
see a basket where canned goods,
non‐perishable items, cleaning and
toiletry supplies may be donated.
Neighborhood Services Center is
meeting the growing needs of the
community.
So far this year we have collected
over 810 pounds! Our Goal for 2010
is 1000 pounds.
Jesus said, “ Whenever you did this
for one of the least of these, my
brothers, you did it for me.”
Current special needs are for break‐
fast cereals, canned kidney and/or
black beans, instant or canned po‐
tatoes, jelly or spaghetti sauces.
*****************************

Oxford CROP Hunger
Walk 2010

We used the money mainly to send people to the Peacemaking Conference each summer. At the end of the decade, in 1990, The General Assembly voted to make the Peacemaking Program a permanent program.
In 1981, I worked with a few others in Donegal Presbytery to get a
Peacemaking task force started, which also later became a permanent committee of Presbytery. I served on that at the same time that
I was on the Peace Ministry in our church. In the 1990s I served on a
Synod Peacemaking and Justice committee for two years. Synod met
twice a year in western PA over two nights. Then in 1998, I was appointed by General Assembly to serve a three-year term on the G. A.
Peacemaking Advisory Committee. This committee met twice a year
in different parts of the country. I also attended the Peacemaking
Conference, which is held every summer, usually at Montreat in NC,
but sometimes in California.
During my last six years on the Peacemaking committee of Presbytery, I conceived of the idea of a Diversity Camp for intermediate
age children, that would be interracial and multicultural in make-up
of campers and staff. After much work by several people, we successfully had four years of the camp. Then the Presbytery decided
to educate all of the camp counselors, so that the message of antiPage 4

Date: 10/17/2010
Location: Oxford, PA
Registration: 1:00, Walk: 1:30
Oxford Memorial Park,
Lancaster Ave., Oxford
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Missions We Support

racism and multiculturalism would be used throughout the camp,
instead of one camp. That is what is in place today.

Local

PEACEMAKING JOURNEY
Vivian Brown attended the First International Peace Conference of
PCUSA in 1980, and the 25th anniversary Conference at Ghost
Ranch, NM in 2005. She started “The Refuge” for victims of domestic
violence in Roswell, NM in 1977. She worked in prison ministry in
Albuquerque, NM.

Neighborhood Services Center
Oxford Senior Center
Domestic Violence Center of Chester County
Lighthouse Ministry
Miscellaneous Local Mission
Peacemaking Offering (25%)
Christmas Food Boxes

Beyond our Area
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Good News for India

Missions with the Larger Church
Per Capita (sent to Presbytery)
Basic Mission Support/to Presbytery
Theological Education Fund/to Presbytery
Meeting Ground
One Great Hour of Sharing
Pentecost Offering
Peacemaking Offering (75%)

Christmas Joy Offering
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Vivian was Chair of Social Justice and Peacemaking Committee at
OPC 2004-05. She started the observance of Martin Luther King celebration in Oxford. She initiated the Ten Thousand Villages gift shop
at OPC. She was a member of Outreach to the Larger Community
Dept. of Donegal Presbytery 2003-05. She spoke at Presbytery about
global warming and restoring creation. She attended Chester County
peace vigils. She represented OPC at “Bridging the Community”
meetings.
Social Justice & Peacemaking
Nancy Andress was also a part of the original group who met at the
Friend’s Meeting House to discuss starting a peacemaking group in
1980/81. Nancy and Jackie Caleb designed the Diversity Camp for
Donegal, gave the first presentations about it. They also presented
workshops on Diversity, Anti-Racism, and Accepting our Differences.
Jim Sumner has been a long-standing, hardworking member of this
committee also.
Dorothea Murray represented OPC at the Presbyterian Peacemaking Conference held at Ghost Ranch in New Mexico, August 2529, 2010. This is a Presbyterian Retreat Center located amidst the
mesas and our beautiful open Southwestern land. The focus was to
celebrate 30 years of the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program and to
look forward to the challenges of the future. In small groups we
shared our experiences of peacemaking, but we also gave our incites as to where we should be going now. One of the leaders, Sara
Leicherness gave a presentation that challenged me. She spoke of
Peacemaking as a process of healing. She said trauma and hurt is
lodged into the emotional realm of our being, and art reaches it
more readily than anything else. This is something for us to consider in our ministry with people who are hurting. That includes music, painting and all forms of art that speak to the soul. She said that
violence is a known, but peace is an unknown. It requires risk on our
part. As Peacemakers, we need to be ready to risk in order to be
part of that healing. A young documentary film maker was there
with two documentaries he filmed for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance of their work after Katrina and also the Tsunami. It was so
impressive to see the work PDA does and to realize that they stay on
the ground for five years after the Disaster helping the people to
restore their lives and assist in their healing. This, too, is
Peacemaking.
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10/01 Charles Boohar, III

10/09 Julie Allport

10/21 Judy Walls

10/03 Charles Slezak

10/09 Jennifer Kelly

10/21 Timothy Wilson

10/04 Brett Spotts

10/10 Geraldine MacMillan

10/21 Sallie Gerich

10/04 Joshua Baity

10/12 Helen DeBacco

10/24 Faye Doyle

10/05 Thomas Sarver

10/14 John Thomson

10/24 Faith Gehm

10/05 Denise Kurman

10/15 David Allen

10/25 Eleanor McKinstry

10/05 Sarah Johnson

10/15 Marion Asel

10/25 Leann Williams

10/05 Maya Hahn

10/15 Barbara Woods

10/28 Rebecca Miller

10/07 Fred Kelso

10/16 Patricia Turner

10/28 Isaiah Carter

10/07 Tony Walker

10/20 Joshua Robinson

10/28 Nathaniel Carter

10/08 Melissa Miller

10/20 Zachary Stapleton

10/31 Constance Stoltzfus
10/31 William Johnson

Edifice‐olatry ‐ Do We Really Need Church Buildings?

by Woody Hartgrove

There is a lot of discussion on-line about this question. Many of the postings are directed to new
21st Century churches who want to grow yet are presently without buildings. Most of the chatter
starts with the fact that the original Church, described in Acts, met in members’ home and had no
buildings. Yet this early period was a time of extraordinary growth. Others take a practical approach
and point out that many new congregations are overwhelmed and lose their focus on mission
during the building process, and afterward with the energy required to maintain it. Others approach
the question theologically and conclude that Jesus is the Living Temple; his intentions for us can be
found only in our hearts, not in a building. Another group concludes that a building is only good
for attracting new members. In other words, Ministry trumps Edifice.
This is a comfortable stance for me as I believe that the only true measure of the effectiveness and
sincerity of a congregation and its mission is the quality with which it cares for its members and its
target community.
Here at OPC, our building works very hard every day in service to our “core” Ministries— Learning,
Nurturing, Worshiping, Serving, and Outreach. Every week, hundreds of people come here: for
Preschool, W.I.C., Scouts, voting, meetings, A.A., dinners, fellowship, not to mention Sunday
worship and church school. Our building is for us an asset, a tool, a means of support for each core
Ministry, that enhances our ability to show God’s love to each other and to the community we serve
in Christ’s name.
So let’s keep our focus on what we want to do as the people or the congregation of OPC. Our
building will continue to enhance our ability to make great things happen here in Oxford. This is
Oxford Presbyterian Church. Where Edifice IS Ministry.
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October 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

First Friday Lunch
Bunch

3

4

5

6

7

Communion

Lectionary Bible
Study

Walking Club-9a

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir
Chancel Choir

Naomi Circle

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Youth Bonfire at
Eryn Gallagher’s

Lectionary Bible
Study

Walking Club-9a

Naomi Circle

Women of Faith
Circle

NOMADS

WIC

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

CROP Walk

Lectionary Bible
Study

Walking Club-9a

Naomi Circle

WIC

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Talent Show

Lectionary Bible
Study

Walking Club-9a

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir

Naomi Circle

Deborah Circle

Session Meeting
Deborah Circle

Deacon’s Meeting
Deborah Circle

Deborah Circle

WIC

8

9
2nd Pres. Annual
Turkey Dinner

Shalom Circle

31
Blood Pressure
Readings
Stewardship
Dedication
Deborah Circle
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NOMADS

OPC Talent Show!

By Stephanie Templin Ashford

Sunday, October 24th at 5 p.m.

Some people at the last wonderful NOMADS were asking for this
delicious recipe:

Well, we’ve given you a couple of
years to come up with some new
talents, dust off some
old ones or finally make
the move to the Big
Stage. Yes, it’s time
again for the OPC Talent Show!

Honey Roasted Beets
(6 servings)
1 ½ lbs. medium sized beets
vegetable cooking spray
2 medium red onions, cut into
wedges
4 T. honey, divided
2-3 T. red wine vinegar
1 T. canola oil
4 cloves garlic, minced
¼ c. currants or raisins
3-4 T. chopped toasted walnuts
Salt and pepper, to taste
Simmer beets in water (to cover)
about 15 minutes.
Drain, rinse in cold water, then
peel beets. Cut into fourths.
Line pan with aluminum foil and
spray with cooking spray.
Arrange beets and onion on pan.
Spray with cooking spray, then
drizzle with 2 T. honey.
Roast at 400 until beets are tender, about 40 minutes
Transfer beets and onions to
serving bowl.
Combine remaining 2 T. honey,
vinegar, oil, and garlic.
Drizzle over beets and toss.
Add currant/raisins and walnuts;
toss

Do you sing, dance or enjoy doing skits? Do you play an instrument, juggle or tell jokes? We
have a lot of talented people in
our church family. October 24th
is the day we ask that you come
and share your talents with us.
There is no talent too small—all
are enjoyed immensely by a very
forgiving crowd. If your talent is
laughing, clapping and cheering
on your friends on stage, we’ll
need your talents as well.
Come join us for an evening of
good times and fun for all ages.
It’s great food and fellowship
with lots of laughter and enjoyment. It’s definitely a night you
won’t want to miss.
The evening begins at 5 p.m.
with a covered dish dinner followed by a multitude of talent by
various OPC members. Please
bring a covered dish that serves
8, and we’ll provide plates, utensils and drinks.
When you’ve decided what talent
you wish to share, please let us
know by dropping a note in the
Deacon’s mailbox or leave a message in the office.

The Octorara Covenanter
Presbyterian Church
49th Annual Fall Meeting and Worship Sunday, October 17th at
3:30 pm.
Featured Speaker: The Rev. Erin
Cox-Holmes, Executive Presbyter,
Presbytery of Donegal.
The “Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans” will
also be celebrated.
Music will be provided by Craig
Williams.
Refreshments will be served.

Sponsor OPC Youth
Would you like to be a sponsor
for a youth in our church? We
often have a need for extra funds
for trips and outings. Please let
me know if you would like to be
in a group of people willing to
contribute in order to make sure
all youth can attend all functions.
See Stephanie to help!

Season to taste with salt and pepper.
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On Sunday, September 12th the
youth of OPC enjoyed a freezing
cold day at Dyan’s Stevenson’s
pool!!!

All items must be in by
November 1st. Our goal this
year is for 20 layettes. Last
year our goal was 20 and we
received enough items to
make 30 layettes.

Rumor Rumor…

Won’t you help and become a
busy bee?

Pool Party Recap!

Rumor has it that the youth
group is headed to Jamaica for
our 2011 Mission trip. We’re hoping that’s the case!!! If you are
interested in going on this trip,
please see Stephanie ASAP! We
are open to youth who are rising
to grade 9 and above and adults
who are interested in working
with youth.
The trip leaves June
13th 2011 for 10 days.
For those who are
younger, we will head to Great
Escape outside of Pittsburg PA
July 25-30.
For more information, see
http://ycmhome.org/sonservants/schedule-ss/

October 29th –Youth Group Trip
to Jason’s Woods (Need Drivers)
Meet at OPC at 6 p.m. Cost for 3
events $25. Scholarships available.
October 31st – No Youth Group
November 7th – Youth Group,
7 p.m., OPC
November 14th – TBA
November 21st – TBA
November 28th – No Youth
Group, Thanksgiving
Mark your calendar – February
11-13 Black Rock High School
Retreat

Baby Layette Mission

Youth Group Dates
October 10th – 5 p.m.
Youth Group Bonfire at
Eryn Gallagher’s Farm
1012 Hopewell Road,
Oxford PA
October 17th – 7 p.m. - Youth
Group, OPC
October 24th – Youth at OPC Talent Show. Dinner at 5 p.m. Talent
Show at 6 p.m. (We’ll do a skit!!!)
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If you have any questions,
please call Kay Skinner
610-467-0939.

Presbyterian Women’s Baby Layette Mission has begun so let’s
get buzzing!
Layettes are on display in the
Narthex and by the office door on
the first floor. A drop box will be
in both locations. There are lists
of items needed and also patterns for those who would like to
knit or crochet a sweater, cap or
blanket. Please take a strip or two
from the envelope and be sure to
sign the sheet. This will help us
know how many layettes to expect.

“Pleasant words
are as an honeycomb, sweet to
the soul, and
health to the
bones.” —
Proverbs 16:24
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Amanda here. As some of you
may (or may not) know, I am a
student member of the National
Association of Social Workers
which works with an organization
called Every Child Matters. The
NASW-PA is working hand-inhand with Every Child Matters to
bring the needs of children to the
forefront of policy making. I
learned some shocking details
from Every Child Matters about
Child Welfare in the United States
that I wanted to share.
♦

The U.S. ranks 20th among
the 21st richest democracies
in child well being.

♦

13 million children in the U.S.
live in poverty.

♦

8 million children in the U.S.
have no health insurance.

In Pennsylvania…
♦
♦
♦

♦

There are 2,816,739 children
in Pennsylvania.
There are 446,832 living in
poverty.
There are 207,000 children
who have not been covered
by health insurance at any
time.
There are 723,000 children
receive government insurance
coverage.

As the population of homeless and
impoverished families is rising in
the United States, school children
now more than ever need access
to classroom supplies and basic
necessities. Contact a local school
to find out what supplies are
needed in each classroom and offer to help chip in so that families
have less to purchase to contribute to the classroom.
Check out the PCUSA website and
with OPC’s Outreach Committee
for more information on helping
children and families in need.

Favorite Bible Verses
About Children:
Out of the mouth of babes and
infants, you have established
strength because of your foes, to

still the enemy and the avenger.
(Psalms 8:2 ESV)
“See that you do not despise one
of these little ones. For I tell you
that in heaven their angels always
see the face of my Father who is in
heaven. (Matthew 18:10 ESV)
Grandchildren are the crown of
the aged, and the glory of children
is their fathers.
(Proverbs 17:6 ESV)
Behold, children are a heritage
from the LORD, the fruit of the
womb a reward. Like arrows in the
hand of a warrior are the children
of one’s youth. Blessed is the man
who fills his quiver with them! He
shall not be put to shame when he
speaks with his enemies in the
gate. (Psalms 127:3-5 ESV)

Neighborhood Services Center Thrift Shop in Oxford
Is in need of children’s shoes sizes 1-9
Back to school, winter, and spring are often special times
of need.

A great way to help our children
and families in need is to research what is needed and take
the initiative to see that the need
is filled or find an organization
that shares your goal and chip in.
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Oxford Presbyterian Church

APPLE
ESTIVAL

2010 Apple Festival
Thanks to ALL of
our Volunteers!!!
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm

The Lamplighter

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Class of 2010

Class of 2011

Class of 2012

Richard Forcey
Andrea Evans
Beverly Hartgrove
Don MacMillan
Susan Sizoo
Wendell Higgins

Jackie Caleb
Warren Vosburg
Carol Carter
Jim McLeod
Eileen Loeliger
Don Drennen

Christine Arthur
Vivian Brown
Fred Brubaker
Guy Hager
Rebecca Kelso
Ashley Talley

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: opc@oxfordpresbyterian.org

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service
Class of 2012
Ann Terry

Jessica Hammond

Jackie Montgomery

Victoria King

Patty McComsey

Cindy Hager

Jamie Workman

Mark Verbanas

Herman Wharton

Gene Turns

6 Pine Street
Oxford Presbyterian Church

Return Service Requested

http://
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Class of 2011
Dennis Tierney

Oxford, PA 19363

Our Web Page:

Class of 2010
Andrew Ralston

