
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 

Table of Contents: 
 
A Parent’s Prayer....................... 1 
Pastor’s Corner ........................ .2 
Choir & Music .......................... .2 
New Nursery Location .............. .2 
PW:  Mission Event……….…….… 3 
Habitat for Humanity…..…….…...3 
Julia A. Thorne ......................... .3 
Christmas Ornament Sale .......... 4 
Preschool Report ....................... 4 
Young Adults & Families............ 4 
A Thank You ............................. 4 
Pony Express............................. 5 
Ministry Map ............................. 5 
Church Picnic ............................ 6 
Ten Thousand Villages…….……..6 
Calendar..……...……….…………..7 
South Africa Mission………..…....8 
Oxford Senior Center……………..8 
Basement Renovation…..…..…....9 
Children’s Ministry ……..……….10 
Harvest Family Bonfire.……….…10 
Adventure Club…………………...10 
Christian Education……………...10 
Youth Ministry......................... 11 
Apple Festival Pictures ..... 12-13 
PW Baby Layettes..................... 14 
Octorara Covenanter…………….14 
Reformation Day ..................... 15 
A Psalm to Refresh .................. 15 

Our Leadership Team 
Pastor 
     the Rev. D. Kerry Slinkard 
Clerk of Session 
     Jane Trimble 
Deacons Moderator 
     Robert Hudler 
Director of Music 
     Peter Slauch 
Organist 
     Julie Allport 
Parish Nurse 
     June Hoffman 
Director of Christian Education 
     Stephanie Templin Ashford 
Preschool Director  
     Nicole Hartman 
Secretary 
     Eryn Tierney 
Sexton 
     Clyde Prigg 
Treasurer 
     Beth Keefer 

THE 

Our Vision 

Oxford Presbyterian 
Church is a family of 

Christians dedicated to 
sharing the uncondi-
tional love of Jesus 

Christ with the local and 
world communities 

A Parent’s Prayer 
 
 
Dear God,  
 
Make me a better parent. Teach me to understand my children, to listen patiently to 
what they have to say and to answer all their questions kindly.  Keep me from inter-
rupting them, talking back to them and contradicting them. Make me as courteous 
to them as I would have them be to me.  Give me the courage to confess my sins 
against my children and to ask them forgiveness when I know that I have done 
them wrong.   Grant that I may never vainly hurt the feelings of my children. Forbid 
that I should laugh at their mistakes or resort to shame and ridicule as punishment.   
Let me not tempt my child to lie or steal. So guide me hour by hour that I might 
demonstrate by all I say and do that honestly produces happiness.   Reduce, I pray, 
the meanness in me. May I cease to nag, and when I am out of sorts, help me O 
Lord, to hold my tongue. Blind me to the little errors of my children, and help me to 
see the good things they do.  Give me a ready word to honest praise. Help me to 
grow up with my children, to treat them as those of their own age, but let me not 
expect of them the judgments and conventions of adults.  Allow me not to rob 
them of the opportunity to learn for themselves, to think, to choose and to make 
decisions. Forbid that I should ever punish them for my selfish satisfaction.  May I 
grant them all their wishes that are reasonable,  And may I have the courage always 
to withhold a privilege which I know will do them harm.  Make me fair and just, and 
considerate and companionable to my children that they will have a genuine esteem 
for me. Make me fit to be loved and imitated by my children. 
 
Amen 
 
Author: Garry C. Myers,  
as quoted by Abigail Van Buren in "Dear Abby." 
Submitted to us by the Education Committee 
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    See you in church! 

       PEACE,  Pastor Kerry 

All our choirs have begun prac-
tice and all are open to new mem-
bers.  Children's choirs are under 
the direction of Julie Allport, Beth 
Keefer and Dave Keefer.  Peter 
Slauch directs the adult choirs.   

 

The Bells of Praise 

We are privileged to have four 
and a half octaves of bells and 
three octaves of chimes.  Our Bell 
Choir practices on Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m. 

 

The Chancel Choir  

Practices Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. The Chancel Choir sings 

every Sunday at the 11:00 wor-
ship service and for special occa-
sions.   

 

Choir is a commitment.  It is also 
a way to praise the Lord and to 
help others to praise. If you 
would like to ring or sing, come 
join us. 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that 
the church nursery has moved to 
a second floor classroom.  This 
arrangement should make the 
nursery more accessible to par-
ents who are worshipping in the 

sanctuary.  We have also obtained 
more toys and gear for babies to 

use.  Come check it out! 
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The Stewardship 
campaign is again 
upon us.  In addi-
tion to being a great 

success with our fi-
nancial commitments, the 

Pony Express campaign was also 
a wonderful opportunity for OPC 
members to re-acquaint 
yourselves with each 
other.  We will be repeat-
ing the Pony Express this 
year, so watch for the 
saddlebag at your door! 
 
We have begun a new chapter 
here, in case you haven’t noticed.  
When Stephanie Templin Ashford 
joined our staff as the new Direc-
tor of Christian Education, she 
brought with her a terrific enthu-
siasm, not just for our youth and 
the Learning Ministry, but for all 
aspects of our congregational 
life.  There is a new excitement 
about what we are doing and it is 
contagious (in a good way, not 
like H1N1). 

It is very important that we con-
tinue this momentum.  The minis-
tries that God has laid before us 
make a difference in our commu-
nity and beyond.   
 
But it is the difference that they 

make in our own hearts 
that is at the core of 
stewardship.  Participat-
ing in OPC ministries — 
coming to worship, join-
ing a Bible study class, 
weeding around the 

building, delivering a 
Christmas box to a needy 
family, bringing a cov-
ered dish to a church 
dinner, putting an offer-
ing envelope in the plate 
—  all have multiple values.  They 
support the ministries them-
selves, and they open our hearts 
to God. 
 
We have been blessed in many 
ways by the grace of God, and 
careful, grateful management of 

those blessings, whether our 
time, our talents, or our tithes 
and offerings, is the essence of 
stewardship.  
 
We are in a difficult economic 
time in our area and around the 
world.  Some of our members 
have lost their jobs, or have been 
cut back, and are struggling to 
keep things going.  Doesn’t this 
make it all the more important to 
support the ministries of OPC?   
 

When finances are tight, 
small gifts become even 
more valuable as faith-
builders; and time in-
vested in the church al-
ways bears fruit.  For 

those among us who are not feel-
ing pinched financially, this is a 
good time to step in to support 
your brothers and sisters in faith.  
We can truly be a family, working 
together to sow new seeds of 
ministry. 

We have  
begun a 

new chapter 

Sowing 
seeds of 
ministry 



 

 

Anyone interested in a    
November build at Habitat 

for Humanity please contact 
Bonnie MacKrell at  

610-932-3129 or e-mail 
Ches02@Verizon.net! 

Julia is coming!!!  Now that we 
have your attention, it is a great 
privilege to announce that Julia A. 
Thorne, Esq., is coming to Oxford 
Presbyterian Church on October 
18th to deliver the sermon during 
both Sunday services. 

 

Julia was hired by the General As-
sembly PC(USA), in July of 2005, 
as the Manager of Immigration 
Issues/Immigration Counsel.  

 

I had the pleasure of hearing Julia 
speak while at the 2008 Peace-
making Conference in California 
last year. It impacted me in a way 
that I can’t even begin to de-
scribe. Given the diverse commu-
nity in which we live, I can’t begin 
to tell you all how important her 
message is. Anything you ever 
thought you knew about the peo-
ple who come to America today, 
the struggles they face, the hur-
dles and obstacles many people 
have to overcome just to get 
here; it makes you grateful to 

have been born here. 

   

Julia managed to debunk all of 
the false impressions I had about 
those who are “draining” our sys-
tem. She boldly spoke about 
“Immigrant’s don’t pay 
taxes” (not true, ask about the 
“suspense fund”), “Immigrant’s 
come here to take welfare” (also 
not true, immigrant tax payments 
total $20 to $30 billion more 
than the government services 
they use) and my personal favor-
ite “Immigrants don’t want to 
learn English or become Ameri-
cans”, within 10 years of arrival 
75% of immigrants speak English 
well, moreover demand for Eng-
lish classes at the adult level FAR 
EXCEEDS SUPPLY. (Anyone want 
to lead English as a second lan-
guage class??) You get the idea. 

  

Our church is in an enviable posi-
tion. We have the location (center 
of town), the passionate folks 
(our Presbyterian Women), and an 
awesome congregation, including 
our very own pastor Kerry, who 
knows first hand how the wheels 

grind slowly with regard to immi-
gration. We need to get behind 
Julia’s efforts and show her that 
we are a congregation who cares 
what happens to our fellow hu-
man beings and that just because 
we were born here doesn’t mean 
that we are the only ones that can 
ever be here!  

 

Some material for this article has 
been reproduced from an article 
called “Justice for Immigrants” a 
journey of hope. If you want more 
information about Julia’s visit, 
agenda or Immigration issues, 
including articles or web sites 
please contact me at 610-932-
3129 or e-mail 
Ches02@Verizon.net 

 

 -Respectfully submitted by 
Bonnie MacKrell, blessed to have 
been born in the USA. 

 

A Mission Event 

  

On Saturday, October 17, our 
church will host the second an-
nual Presbytery Mission Fair. 
Churches from all over the Pres-
bytery will be bringing exhibits of 
their mission projects. Some will 
be presenting workshops. Our 
own Presbyterian Women and the 
Outreach Committee of Session 
will be exhibiting their mission 
efforts.  

 

The keynote speaker will be Julia 
Thorne, attorney in the PC(USA)'s 
office of immigration.  She will 

share her experiences with Pres-
byterian brothers and sisters suf-
fering under current immigration 
legislation. 

                

This will be an exciting day in our 
church. Plan to attend.  Food will 
be available during the day. 
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OPC is having a Christmas orna-
ment sale.  All proceeds of the 
sale will go to the Property Com-
mittee to offset the costs of the 
basement renovation. 

 

Each ornament is handmade and 
unique. 

   

The ornaments will be on sale 
after each Sunday service now 
through the end of October as 
well as in the church office. 

 

Ornament Prices 

Cross Ornament - $3.00 

Small Church - $4.00 

Large Church - $8.00 

Star - $7.00 

Round Ornament - $7.00 

 

Please make checks payable to 
OPC and note ornaments in the 
memo field. 

Round Ornament 

Church and Cross Ornaments 

 

 

 

Preschool began on September 8th 
and the hallways are filled with 

many smiles!  We feel so fortunate 
to have our classrooms filled with 
wonderful children.  Thank you 
again to our church members 

for your support and guidance. 

 

 

 

 

OPC’s Young Adults and Families 
Circle is slowly starting to take 
off!  If you know anyone who is 
interested in meeting fellow 
church members, getting to-
gether for fun activities and 
growing in Christ, please let them 
know about this group. 

We’ve decided to begin meeting 
in January, after everyone has had 
time to relax from the busy holi-
day seasons.  We’d like to meet 
monthly for outings or get-

togethers at each other’s homes 
for Bible study. 

We’ve selected What the Bible is 
All About, by Henrietta C. Mears.  
It’s a great guide to the Bible and 
has a kid’s version too!  If you’d 
like to join the discussion and 
obtain the study material, please 
contact Amanda Woolston. 

For more information about our 
group, please email Amanda 
Woolston at youngadult-
sopc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

We want to express our gratitude 
to our church for your prayers, 

cards, notes, calls, visits and other 
shows of concern during Nancy’s 
recent illness and John’s hospitali-

zation and recovery.  You have 
been a great support and comfort 
to us during a difficult time.  We 
are much blessed to be part of 
such a caring church family. 

 

God bless you, 

Nancy and John Thomson 
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PONY EXPRESS TO RUN AGAIN! 

 

The Pony Express is coming again 
to our church! 

The program officially starts its 
second visit on Sunday, October 
4th when the Pony Express “Run” 
gets underway. 

The Run is styled after the fa-
mous Pony Express mail delivery 
system of more than a century 

ago. It relies heavily on team 
work. 

Many of our members have com-
mented about the fun they had 
participating in the Run last year. 
Because of our successful experi-
ence, we have decided to again 
rely on the Pony Express Saddle-
bag Relay for our stewardship 
program this year. 

Similar to last year each Trail 
Boss will again oversee a 

neighborhood Pony Express 
Route composed of ten families. 
Your family will be asked to do 
your part, as you did so faithfully 
last year, by using the Saddlebag 
and then relaying it quickly to the 
next family on the Route List. 

Your Saddlebag will contain stew-
ardship reading material and your 
Estimate of Giving card. After 
reading the material, you are re-
quested to fill in your card, seal it 
in the Enclosure Envelope, and 
insert the Envelope in the Saddle-
bag. Then, please hand carry the 
Bag to the next family on the list. 

Our homebound members and 
those too geographically scat-
tered to be placed on Bag Routes 
will receive their Estimate Card in 
the mail, with a return envelope. 

Please begin now praying for 
God’s guidance as you prepare to 
renew your stewardship commit-
ment for the year ahead. 

 

       -The Stewardship Committee 
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Worship 

Outreach 

Serve Nurture 

Learn 

to Share the 
Love of Jesus  

Support 

Making the Connections so all 
of our ministries work together 

       Coordinating  
                      gifts and talents 
       to promote mem-
bers’ serving the Lord 

Offering the gifts 
of God’s grace  
                to our 
                 neigh- 
                bors and  
around the world 

Lifting our hearts and minds to give honor and praise 
              to the Lord 

A people-friendly 
atmosphere in which  
to learn 
about  
Jesus 
and how to be  
more Christlike 

Keeping members 
healthy, happy, 
well-fed and 
feeling like they belong 

 



10/01 Charles Boohar III 

10/03  Charles Slezak 

10/04  Brett Spotts 

10/04  Joshua Baity 

10/05  Thomas Sarver 

10/05  Denise Kurman 

10/07  Fred Kelso 

10/07  Tony Walker 

10/08  Melissa Miller 

10/09  Julie Allport 

10/09  Jennifer Kelly 

10/10  Geraldine MacMillan 

10/12  Helen DeBacco 

10/14  John Thomson 

10/15  Marion Asel 

10/15  Barbara Woods 

10/15  David Allen 

10/16  Patricia Turner 

10/21  Timothy Wilson 

10/21  Sallie Gerich 

10/24  Faye Doyle 

10/24  Faith Gehm 

10/25  Eleanor McKinstry 

10/25  Leann Williams 

10/28  Rebecca Miller 

10/28  Karen Schneider 

10/28  Isaiah Carter 

10/28  Nathaniel Carter 

10/31  Constance Stoltzfus 

Church Picnic 

 

October 11th at 1:00PM 

Nottingham Park, Pavilion #5 

 

Please join us for a church picnic 
and hayride October 11th.  The 
Deacons will provide the ham-
burgers and hot dogs.  Please 
make sure to bring your own 

place settings, drinks and a side 
dish or dessert (enough to 

share!).  The hayride is scheduled 
to take place at 2:00PM. 

 

Please sign up in the  
church  office. 

 

 

Plan ahead; the Ten Thousand 
Villages Gift Shop is coming!   
Start your holiday shopping here.   
Come check out an array of 
unique handmade items from all 
over the world.  Your purchases 
support native crafts people. 

 

The shop will be located at Ox-
ford Presbyterian Church on the 
second floor, room #1. 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to help set 
up the shop on October 27, 28  
and to help sell items. 

 

 

Potluck Supper 

The Second Annual Ten Thou-
sand Villages Gift Shop will be 
having a Pot-luck Supper on Sun-
day, October 30 at 5:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The Gift Shop 
will be open from 6-9:00. 

 

Store Hours: 

Saturdays in November: 

11/21 from 9:00-1:00PM 

 

Sundays in November: 

11/1 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

11/8 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

11/15 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

11/22 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

11/29 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

Saturdays in December: 

12/5 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

 

Sundays in December: 

12/06 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

12/13 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 

12/20 from 9:00AM-1:00PM 
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Submitted by June Hoffman 

South Africa Trip Planned by 
Donegal’s Mthatha(Umtata) 

Task Force 

We are sending six people from 
Donegal  Presbytery to visit our 
partners in Mthatha, South Africa 
October 29 to November 9, 2009. 
This trip will be focused on our 
Congregational Connection Pro-
gram and possibly visits to HIV/
AIDS clinics. 

 

Currently, we have only four 
churches who have agreed to 
partner with a church in the 
Mthatha Presbytery, which has 16 
churches. We will have at least 
one member from each of the 
four participating churches in-
cluded in our traveling team: 

♦ Hopewell PC:  partnered with 
Ugie congregation 

♦ Oxford PC:  partnered with 

Kuhlani congregation 

♦ Second Oxford:  partnered 
with Erskine congregation 

♦ Wrightsville & Kreutz Creek:  
partnered with Sommerville 
congregation 

 

June Hoffman will be represent-
ing OPC and Clyde Prigg will be 
representing SPC  on the trip. 
(yeah!!) The other members of 
the Team are: Duane and Cathy 
Hyson (Hopewell), Jonathan You-
mans, youth delegate 
(Wrightsville), and Rev. Chris 
Blackford (Wrightsville). 

The Congregational Connection 
Program gives opportunities for 
OPC members to share their 
faith, culture, school experiences, 
and work and worship at OPC 
with the Kuhlani Church in a far 
away place in South Africa. The 
Kuhlani Church will share with us 
about their lives, culture, faith 
and how they do things in their 
worship and service to the Lord. 
I’m sure that one of the first 
things OPC will learn about is the 

spirit of the people in Mthatha. 
Those of us who have visited 
them in SA or interacted with any 
of the partners who visited here 
in Donegal Presbytery have been 
blessed by their uninhibited and 
loving spirits. We thank God for 
the partnership between Donegal 
and Mthatha and we praise God 
for His Spirit that unites us. 

 

The OPC contact person for the 
Congregational Connection Pro-
gram is Jane Trimble. We have a 
list of suggestions for communi-
cating and sharing with our sister 
church, Kuhlani.  There is no fi-
nancial obligation involved. We 
want to build relationships and 
understanding between our two  
congregations. Please ask Jane 
for the list of suggestions to see 
how you, your SS class, youth 
group, committee, ministry unit, 
etc. can become involved. 

 

The Oxford Area Senior Center 
will hold an Open House on 
Thursday, October 29th from 9AM 
to Noon.  Information will be 
available regarding all of the ser-
vices, activities and programs 
that we provide. 

 

Information will also be available 
for county and state programs 
that are available to the senior 

community.  Refreshments will be 
served. 

 

Stop by and see our facility and 
all the activities available to sen-
ior residents of Southern Chester 
County.  For more information 
please call the Senior Center at 
610-932-5244. 
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Renovation Wrap-Up! 

 

The Basement Renovation project 
is nearing its completion and I 
wanted to thank the congregation 
for everyone’s support through-
out the project. Just this week the 
flooring installation was finished 
which concluded the last con-
struction project phase. 

A special thank you goes out to 
Don MacMillian who, as the head 
of the Property Committee, has 
helped me and supported the 
many of the decisions as well as 
Clyde Prigg whose guidance I 
could have not done without. 

 

The first phase was to re-wire and 
install all of the ceiling lights and 
replace missing and broken tiles. 
I am especially thankful to Jim 
Sumner, head Electrician, as well 
as Jim Abel, Woody Hartgrove, 
and Peter King who helped during 
the light installation.  Robin 
Vanover provided her expertise 
to make sure the proper lights 
and fixtures were purchased. 

 

The room cleanout, carpet and 
debris removal was completed by 
Joyce Ray, the King family and 
Luke and Julia Neidigh. 

 

The wall preparation and painting 

in phase two was the bulk of the 
work for this project and required 
many different hands to achieve.  

A very special thank you to the 
amazing Jim Abel, a patient and 
an excellent painting instructor. 
John Kraybill, the master of doors 
and trim, volunteered several 
days to help paint. But the work 
could have never been done with-
out the help of everyone that vol-
unteered: Guy, Cindy, and Russell 
Hagar, Jenna Hammond, Vern 
Ringler, Kathy Stullken, Sue 
Sizoo, Warren Vosburg, Peter and 
Laura King, Amanda Saul, Hannah 
Cripps, and Heather Hays. With-
out all of you the Firefly Yellow 
would have never made it onto 
the walls. 

After a small delay due to the im-
pressive thunderstorms and un-
anticipated flooding in early Au-
gust, the blue floor tile was in-
stalled and looks amazing. 

Of course 
the Firefly 
Yellow and 
Marble 
Blue tile 
would 
have never 
even been 
chosen 
without 
the help of 
Eryn Tier-
ney and 
Marion 
Asel. Their 
creative 
eye has 
really 

helped the room pull together. 

 

I want to thank Liz Abel for teach-
ing me how to sew down the 
edges of a donated quilt which 
will be hung in the room and to 
Margo Kraybill for the quilt 
hanger.  Lastly, my thanks to Jim 
Abel for all of his financial assis-
tance and advice. 

Upon completion, the room will 
be available for church and com-
munity activities. 

 -Catherine King 
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The Sonshine  
Room 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Adults – be sure to Pass the Peace 
of Christ with 3 children every 
week.  This helps them to see 
that they are included as brothers 
and sisters in our worship. 

Families – On the way to church 
or on Sunday morning, help chil-
dren to think of something they 
might need to confess.  Share 
something you wish you had 
done differently that week to 
show them what confession looks 
like.  If you have time, write these 
things down each week.  Then, 
when we have time for silent con-
fessions, encourage children to 
offer that confession as a prayer 
silently.  One of the best remind-
ers for family life is that God AL-
WAYS gives us a fresh start and a 
second chance.  Confession al-
lows all of us to let go of the 
things we wish we had done dif-
ferently and allows us to have a 
clean slate.  

Worship 
Ideas 

Harvest Family Bonfire 

Saturday October 27th 4-7PM 

1012 Hopewell Road 

Oxford PA 

 

Hot Dogs, S’mores and Drinks 
will be provided.  Join us for sing-

ing, eating and family fun! 

 

This event is open to all ages and 
groups 

 

Please RSVP to the church office 
610-932-6460 or to stepha-

nieopc@oxfordpresbyterian.org 

 

 

Worship. Bible.  

Table Fellowship. Games. 

 

6:00-7:30 PM Wednesday 
Evenings (Dinner included!!!) 

   

1st Grade through 6th Grade 

Fellowship Hall 

Greetings!!! 

 

Rally Day was a huge success at 
OPC!  We saw so many children 
and teens make their way 
through our building and hope-
fully they connected with one of 
you at some point during their 
day.  I am so grateful for such 
amazing and spirited Sunday 
School teachers to go along with 
the balloon hats and for all of the 

helpers in the kitchen and behind 
the scenes.  All of our children 
and youth programs are off to a 
fantastic start and I can't wait to 
see what is next!  This month 
holds lots of opportunities for 
our ministry.  Find information 
here about fall events, church 
picnics, CROP Walk and much 
more.  We are also beginning to 
offer the children's sermon at the 
8:15 service.  Let us hear your 
feedback about ideas and sug-
gestions you have for Christian 
Education so that we can help 
you make faith a priority in your 

family's life.  I am still looking for 
LOTS of volunteers for nursery at 
9:30 and 11 AM, for extra Chil-
dren's Church Aides (not even 
leaders!) and for folks to serve on 
a Youth Ministry Council.  Come 
forward through the crowds and 
bring your gifts! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Stephanie 
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CROP Walk! 

October 18th, Registration is at 
1PM. 

 

Please see the recruiters for more 
information:  Don MacMillan at 
the 8:15AM service and Andrew 
Atkinson at the 11:00AM service 

at church on Sundays. 



Youth Group Bonfire  

and Hayride 

Sunday, October 4th, 6:30 pm 

1012 Hopewell Road 

Oxford PA 

 

Hot Dogs, S’mores and Drinks 
will be provided.  Join us for sing-
ing, eating and family fun! 

 

Bring a friend to this great 
event!!! 

 

Please RSVP to the church office 
610-932-6460 or to  

stepha-
nieopc@oxfordpresbyterian.org 

 

Youth Ministry Council 

 

OPC will be forming a council to 
oversee the activities of the youth 
group and to pray for the stu-
dents involved in our ministry.  If 
you are interested in serving on 
the council, please see Stephanie.  
The group will meet at separate 
times than youth group and oper-
ate under the umbrella of Chris-
tian Ed.  It will be a mix of both 
youth and adults and will provide 
a challenging and exciting experi-
ence!!! 

 

Teenagers are More  
Religious Today Than You 
Might Think…. 
 

By ROWENA VERGARA rver-
gara@scn1.com 

 

Adolescents are more spiritual 
than society may believe, and 
they have been for generations, 
says Lee Shumow, a professor of 
adolescent educational psychol-
ogy at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity. 

 

According to a 2006 Gallup sur-
vey of 2,000 students, about 75 
percent say they pray and 50 per-
cent say they've attended reli-
gious services in the past week. 

The Edge Band prepares to wor-
ship in song during a youth ser-
vice at the New Life Church in 
Yorkville Wednesday night. 

Discovering one's religious be-
liefs also is one of most impor-
tant components of the adoles-
cent identity process, Shumow 
said. Religious beliefs are right 
up there with one's life goals, phi-
losophy, career goals, political 
beliefs, and connection with gen-
der and ethnicity, he said. 

 

Take Julia Van Kampen, 14, of 
Aurora, for example. Church was 
the last thing on the West Aurora 
High School student's mind. That 
all changed this summer when 
friends invited her to a Bible 
camp through First Presbyterian 
Church in Aurora. 

 

"I used to think church was the 
boringest," the blonde-haired 
teenager said. "But I went to 
camp and just felt I had a need 
for God in my life." 

 

Shumow's research also has 
shown that schools acknowledge 
the benefit of students participat-
ing in religious activities. 

 

Shumow said becoming part of a 
religious community leads to an 
adolescent's overall positive de-

 

 

OCTOBER  
CALENDAR 

 
 

OCTOBER 4TH 
6:30PM 

HAYRIDE AND  
BONFIRE 

AT DENNIS TIERNEY’S 
HOUSE 

 
 

OCTOBER 11TH 
CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC.   

YOUTH VOLLEYBALL  
TOURNAMENT 

12:30PM NOTTINGHAM 
PARK 

7PM YOUTH COUNCIL MTG.  
 
 

OCTOBER 18TH 
CROP WALK 

YOUTH MEET IN FELLOW-
SHIP HALL AT 12 FOR  
BELLYBUSTERS.   WALK  

BEGINS AT 1PM 
 
 

OCTOBER 25TH 
7PM YOUTH GROUP  

MEETING 

velopment. It's right up there 
with engaging in youth clubs and 
sports, as well as creative activi-
ties such as music, theater and 
arts. 

 

One local school district has an 
idea as to how engaged students 
are in their faith and spirituality. 
In a survey conducted by the 
Yorkville School District earlier 
this year, parents said religious 
activities are one of the major 
activities their children partici-
pate in outside of school. 

 

“75% of teens  
say they pray” 
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Baby Layettes 
“Together in Service  

Mission Project” 

 
It’s time again to become a busy 
bee and contribute layette dona-
tions!  If you are interested in 
purchasing an item, please put 
your name on the sign up sheet 
on the table outside of the sanc-
tuary and write which item(s) you 
are willing to purchase or make. 

 

Please drop your donations off at 
the church office or in the spe-
cially designated box outside of 
the sanctuary near the display. 

What is a Completed Layette? 

A completed layette consists of: 

♦ 6 cloth diapers + 2 diaper 
pins. 

♦ 2 infant undershirts in 0-3 or 
3-6 mo. (no onesies/
bodysuits please). 

♦ 2 baby washcloths 

♦ 2 sleepers in 0-3 or 3-6 mo. 

♦ 2 receiving blankets or 1 knit-
ted or crocheted and one flan-
nel. 

♦ 1 baby sweater (bought or 
handmade). 

♦ 1 baby cap (knitted or cro-
cheted). 

 

 

Our Goal 

Our target last year was 12 com-
pleted layettes and we completed 
21.  This year out goal is 18 com-
pleted layettes. 

 

You are invited to attend the 
48th Annual Meeting and Wor-
ship Service of the Octorara 
Covenanter Presbyterian 
Church, Sunday, October 18th 
at 3:30PM. 

The featured speaker is the Hon. 
Bryan Cutler, Representative to 
the 199th District, the State 
House of Representatives for the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

This is the 12th consecutive year 
that the Kirkin’ O’ Th’ Tartans, a 
ceremony practiced throughout 
the United States on behalf of the 
Scots away from Scotland, will be 
featured. 

You are also invited to attend 
the Vespers Service on Sunday, 
December 6, 2009 at 4:00PM. 

  The service will feature artists 
from The Workshop for Young 
Performing Artists and is spon-
sored by The Musical Arts Society 
of Lancaster. 

History of the Church            
“The Old Octorara Church, the 
oldest Covenanter Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, was 
organized in 1753.  The original 
church building was built in 
1754.  The present church build-
ing was built in 1849 and dedi-
cated as a Shrine by the United 
Presbyterian General Assembly in 
1939.  Restoration was ordered 
by action of the General Assem-
bly in 1958 and the restored 

church was dedicated in 1961.  A 
board of trustees oversees the 
use and maintenance of the 
church.”  -History provided by 
The Board of Trustees of the   
Octorara Covenanter Presbyte-
rian Foundation. 

Location & Information                                
The church is located on Valley 
Road (Route 372) about four 
miles east of Quarryville, across 
the road from the Middle Octo-
rara Presbyterian Church.  Indi-
viduals desiring further informa-
tion are directed to contact Jeff 
Alexander, President of the Board 
of Trustees at 717-393-5968. 
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Submitted by the Editor. 

 

I’m sure most indi-
viduals who profess 
Reformed Theology 
know a basic overview 
about Protestantism and how 
we came to believe what we be-
lieve.  This is why, for this Refor-
mation Day article, I will spare 
you the historical details and re-
gale you with the more interest-
ing, little-known-facts instead. 

 

Did you know…. 

That while Reformation Day is a 
religious holiday for most, it is a 
public holiday in Slovenia, due to 
the impact of the Reformation on 
Slovenic society.  Dr Danilo Türk, 
President of the Republic of Slo-

venia describes the Reformation 
as “a time that called for revival. 
And revival came – along with 
Humanism and the Renaissance, 

religious reformation and 
the spread of the written 

word facilitated by the 
invention of print, the 
use of national lan-

guages and the coming 
into being of nation 

states.”   

 

According to Dr. Richard P 
Bucher, “Luther did not intend the 
Theses to be a program for re-
form, an attack on the Pope, etc. 
He was simply questioning indul-
gences, something he had done 
ever since his first lectures on the 
Psalms (1513-14).”  Posting the 
95 Theses on the door of the 
Castle Church, where messages 
were commonly exchanged, was 
to invite others to scholarly de-
bate as an “academic exercise.” 

 

Reformation Day was made an 
official, national holiday in Chile 
in 2008. 

 

So this Reformation Day, take a 
moment to reflect on the rich 
(and interesting!) history of our 
Reformed Theology. 

Sources: 

"Speech by the President, Dr Danilo Türk, 
at the celebration of Reformation 
Day." (2008): 1. Web. 23 Sep 2009. 
<http://www.up-rs.si/up-rs/uprs-eng.nsf/
dokumenti-
web/71633956FFF360B0C12574F700321
BC2?OpenDocument>. 

 

Bucher, Richard P., . "Facts about the 95 
Theses or the Disputation Against Indul-
gences." Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Web. 23 Sep 2009. <http://
www.orlutheran.com/html/facts95.html>. 

 

"REFORMATION DAY - OCT. 31 - NOW AN 
OFFICIAL HOLIDAY IN CHILE." Online E-
Newsletter From Reformed Theological 
Seminary 62 (2008): 1. Web. 23 Sep 
2009. <http://ls.rts.edu/
TemplatePreview.aspx?id=322>. 

 

 

“a time 
that called 
for revival” 

(a paraphrase of Psalms 104 by The 
Message). 

    O my soul, bless GOD. From head to 
toe, I'll bless his holy name!  
   O my soul, bless GOD,  
      don't forget a single blessing!  
 
      He forgives your sins—every one.  
      He heals your diseases—every one.  
      He redeems you from hell—saves 
your life!  
      He crowns you with love and 
mercy—a paradise crown.  
      He wraps you in goodness—beauty 
eternal.  
      He renews your youth—you're al-
ways young in his presence.  
 
   God makes everything come out 
right;  
      he puts victims back on their feet.  
   He showed Moses how he went about 

his work,  
      opened up his plans to all Israel.  
   God is sheer mercy and grace;  
      not easily angered, he's rich in love.  
   He doesn't endlessly nag and scold,  
      nor hold grudges forever.  
   He doesn't treat us as our sins de-
serve,  
      nor pay us back in full for our 
wrongs.  
   As high as heaven is over the earth,  
      so strong is his love to those who 
fear him.  
   And as far as sunrise is from sunset,  
      he has separated us from our sins.  
   As parents feel for their children,  
      God feels for those who fear him.  
   He knows us inside and out,  
      keeps in mind that we're made of 
mud.  
   Men and women don't live very long;  
      like wildflowers they spring up and 
blossom,  
   But a storm snuffs them out just as 
quickly,  
      leaving nothing to show they were 
here.  

   God's love, though, is ever and al-
ways,  
      eternally present to all who fear 
him,  
   Making everything right for them and 
their children  
      as they follow his Covenant ways  
      and remember to do whatever he 
said.  
 
    God has set his throne in heaven;  
      he rules over us all. He's the King!  
   So bless God, you angels,  
      ready and able to fly at his bidding,  
      quick to hear and do what he says.  
   Bless God, all you armies of angels,  
      alert to respond to whatever he 
wills.  
   Bless God, all creatures, wherever you 
are—  
      everything and everyone made by 
God.  

   And you, O my soul, bless God! 

 



The Lamplighter 

 

Our Session 

The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm 

 

Our Deacons 

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service 

 

Class of 2009 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 

Nancy Andress Richard Forcey Jackie Caleb 

Peter King Andrea Evans Warren Vosburg 

Vaun Newill Beverly Hartgrove Carol Carter 

Bill Stullken Don MacMillan Jim McLeod 
Eryn Tierney Susan Sizoo Eileen Loeliger 

Jane Trimble Wendell Higgins Don Drennen 

Class of 2009 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 

Dianne Hammond Andrew Ralston Dennis Tierney 

Bob Hudler Jessica Hammond Jackie Montgomery 

Jean McCauley Patty McComsey Cindy Hager 

Raymond Vanover Mark Verbanas Herman Wharton 

6 Pine Street 
Oxford, PA  19363 
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