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Please join us as we
prepare for the celebration
of the
Birth of Jesus Christ!
Call the church office with
any questions.
Everyone is Welcome!
Christmas Events & Activities
We have so many Christmas activities
going on this month. Please mark
your calendars.
December 5—Sunday

Our Vision
Oxford Presbyterian
Church is a family of
Christians dedicated to
sharing the unconditional love of Jesus
Christ with the local and
world communities

Second Sunday of Advent
Dove Tree Memorial Service-2:00 pm
December 7—Tuesday
Women’s Christmas Fellowship Dinner

6:30 pm
December 12—Sunday
Third Sunday of Advent Children’s
Choirs Singing at 11:00 am Worship
Greenwood Singers 7:00 pm
December 17—Friday
Christmas Food Boxes-Sorting in the
morning, packing in the afternoon.
December 18-Christmas Food Boxes
pick-up and delivery
December 19—Sunday
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Joy Offering
Choir Cantata I Hear the Prophet Callin’
December 24—Christmas Eve
Family Christmas Eve Service-Children’s
Pageant 6:30 pm.
Bell Choir Prelude 9:30pm.
Candlelight Communion Service
10:00 pm
December 26—Sunday
First Sunday of Christmas

Christmas Musings
Julian of Norwich was a 14th
Century mystic in England.
She had a near-death experience when she was about 30
years old. From her (supposed) death
bed, she contemplated an image of Christ on the
cross. Her reverie became so vivid and far-reaching
that, when she survived her illness, she devoted herself to serving her Lord.
She wrote two versions of her vision which she entitled “Showings”: a short version right after her recovery, and a longer version after twenty years of ministry. So moving was her experience and her ability to
relate it in simple, compelling terms that people
came from throughout England to sit at her feet and
listen to this simple girl’s vision of God and the human condition.
She soon became an “anchorite” - a hermit attached
to the cathedral Church of St. Julian in Norwich. This
association produced the name by which she is
known, her real name being lost to history. This
church built her a small cell on the side of the building with a window where she could pray and meditate and greet petitioners who sought her advice and
blessing.

Julian had a beautiful way of conflating existential
things. She saw the universe as "a little thing, the
size of a hazelnut, lying in the palm of my hand."
She frequently mixed the genders for God
(something like, “God is our Father who feeds us
from her breast”).
For me, her most powerful conflation was of time.
Julian saw God’s gracious love and strong desire for
us to remain in right relationship, despite our sinfulness. She saw that “at the instant of Adam’s sin,
Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb.” Close your
eyes and imagine the wonder of a timeless God, eternal in the heavens, so intimately in tune with us, and
so mindful of our need for grace and mercy that we
were instantly being restored to righteousness.
God’s process of saving us from sin began with our
first sinfulness. I have seen nothing that compares
to this simple English girl’s understanding of God’s
grace.
Julian is particularly inspiring for me at this time of
preparation for Christmas. She reminds me that the
birth of Jesus was not the beginning of salvation, but
the continuation of God’s limitless care for each one
of us.
As we continue our preparations for the joy of Christmas, I hope that you, too, will be inspired by Julian’s
vision of “The joy of heaven, to earth come down.”

I hope we all have a blessed and happy Christmas.
Peace,

See you in church!

Pastor Kerry

NOMADS
Dinner set for January 15 and Brunch set for January 16
What is NOMADS? NOMADS dinners/brunches are a wonderful way for OPC members to get to know one
another in a small group setting. Small groups meet at various homes and enjoy fellowship and a meal
together. The host prepares the entrée/main dish, while each guest brings a side dish to complete the feast.
How can you Participate?
All are welcome! If you are interested in participating in Nomads, just
-send me an e-mail at theslinkards@yahoo.com
-talk to me in church
-or call me at 302.740.9504
Then we will match you up with a host and in early January you will receive a call from them with the details
of the meal.
Need a ride? No problem. Just say so and your chariot will be arranged.
Lisa Slinkard
NOMADS Coordinator
P.S. After January, the next NOMADS event is set for March 12th.
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Stress and wellness during the holiday season….
Submitted by Your Parish Nurse
A harried woman and her children on their day of holiday
shopping. To express her frustration and stress, she stated that
whoever created Christmas
should be strung up and shot. A
bystander brought to her attention that someone had already
crucified him. Before you get
caught up in your tasks, lists,
and expectations, put them into
perspective. Ask yourself what
you should be celebrating: the
hectic, stress-laden, financially
burdened holiday season, or the
gift of peace and hope.
Even though God gives us all we
need for a healthy, happy life, we
tend to disturb it by “spending”
and “observing” the holiday on
human terms. Look at the holiday
traps that take up your time.
Categorize your holiday tasks as
“need to do,” “should do.” “want
to do,” and “expected to do.”
Which ones really address the
Christmas spirit? Just because
you are invited to attend an event
or have habitually participated in
an activity doesn’t mean you
have to continue that activity.
Prioritize all of your activities. By
weeding out those that distract
you from the true meaning of
Christmas, you will find less
stress and more enjoyment from
your choices.
Advent is a time for hope, peace,
joy, and love, not mounds of
gifts, chaotic rounds of parties,
copious amounts of food.
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Consider what has real meaning
for you. Is it the Christmas story
you heard as a child or its impact
on you as an adult? Think about
the music of the holiday and how
a stirring rendition of “Joy to the
World” or a quiet performance of
“Silent Night” displays love and
peace in a harried world. Don’t let
commercialism or stress overshadow the gifts of love and sharing that you offer your loved ones.
Remember the spirit of Christmas,
share your presence with others,
reduce your stress, and create
meaningful traditions that demonstrate God’s love.

shot. It is especially important for
people at higher risk–those with
certain health conditions such as
heart, lung, kidney disease or a
weakened immune system–to be
vaccinated, not only for themselves but for their close contacts
with children, family care givers or
health care workers.

(Source: www.webMD.com)

Some children younger than nine
years old may need two doses to
be protected. Consult with your
healthcare provider to be certain.
You should also seek advice from
your healthcare provider if you or
your child have a severe egg
allergy and should not get the
influenza vaccination.

“Every good and perfect
gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of
the heavenly lights.”
—James 1:17 NIV
Did You Get Your Flu Shot Yet?
It is not too late to get your flu
shot. Influenza can occur at any
time, but most flu occurs from
November through May. In recent
flu seasons, most infections have
occurred in January and February.
Getting your flu shot in December,
or even later, will still be beneficial.
By getting vaccinated you can protect yourself from influenza and
may also avoid spreading the flu
to others. ALL people six months
of age and older (even if you are
106 years old !) should get the flu

The 2010 – 2011 vaccine provides
protection against three influenza
viruses: H1N1 (that really bad pandemic flu of 2009), A/H3N2, and
influenza B. It takes up to two
weeks for protection to develop
after receiving the flu shot. Protection lasts about a year.

For more information about influenza, check out www.cdc.gov/flu,
call Chester County Health Department @ 610-344-6225, or call the
CDC @ 1-800-232-4636.
Source: Department of Health and
Human Services/CDC

“ Dear friends, I pray that
you may enjoy good health
and that all may go well
with you, even as your soul
is getting along well.”
John III : 2
Page 3

Mission Highlight
Christmas Foodbox
Sponsored by the OPC Outreach Committee
Saturday 12/18/10
Volunteers needed!!!
As is the annual tradition, Oxford Presbyterian Church will be providing Christmas dinners for needy families in the Oxford area on
Saturday, 12/18/10. Last year, we provided generous food boxes
for approximately 160 families. The Food Box Committee has been
working since September to plan and prepare for this event. Local
merchants have provided some financial support and, in addition to
our congregation and Sunday Schools, local area schools, businesses and Scout troops have been collecting canned goods for the
Christmas dinners.

“Least of These”
Please continue to support this
mission. In the Church Narthex
you will see a basket where
canned good, non-perishable
items, cleaning and toiletry supplies may be donated.
Neighborhood Services Center
is meeting the growing needs
of the community.
So far this year we have collected
over 1000 pounds! Our Goal for
2010 is 1000 pounds!!! Thank
You!!
Jesus said, “ Whenever you did
this for one of the least of
these, my brothers, you did it
for me.”
****************************

With the help of lots of folks from OPC and the community, it all
comes together the week of December 13th! WE DEPEND ON MANY
HELPING HANDS and hope we can depend on you!
If you can volunteer at any or all of the times below – please call
Eryn in the church office or just show up!

Collecting Children’s Shoes for
Neighborhood Services
Thrift Shop
Sizes 1 thru 9
New or Gently used

Wednesday 12/16/09 at 6:00 pm- church office – call families and
remind them to come in on Saturday to pick up their Christmas
food box or to remind them that their food box will be delivered on
Saturday morning.
Friday 12/17/10 at 9:00 am- Fellowship Hall - sort canned food and
prep for packing the Christmas food boxes.
Friday 12/17/10 at 6:00 pm- Fellowship Hall – pack and organize
the food boxes for delivery/pick up
Saturday 12/18/10 at 9:00 am- Fellowship Hall – hand out Christmas food boxes and deliver boxes to families between 9:00 am and
noon. Please let Eryn or Sue Sizoo (484-356-8882) know if you are
able to help with delivery, either as a driver or a helper with strong
arms!

DROP BOX BY CHURCH OFFICE

Many thanks to the members of the Christmas Food Box committee
for lots of hard work: Nancy Andress, Patty McComsey, Vivian
Brown, and Ray Vanover.
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Missions We Support

COLLECTING FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Local
Neighborhood Services Center
Oxford Senior Center

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a SOCK/UNDERWEAR TREE
this year. We will be collecting for children ages 2-18 years from
December 1-16. Please put all donations either on or in boxes by the
tree that will be set up in the Bride’s Parlor. All donations will be delivered to Neighborhood Services Center.
Any new toys or clothes that you wish to donate to Neighborhood
Services, may be put by the tree also. No need to wrap.
Thank you for your support!

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County
Lighthouse Ministry
Miscellaneous Local Mission
Peacemaking Offering (25%)
Christmas Food Boxes

Beyond our Area
Onesimus Prison Ministry
Good News for India

Missions with the Larger Church
Per Capita (sent to Presbytery)
Basic Mission Support/to Presbytery
Theological Education Fund/to Presbytery
Meeting Ground
One Great Hour of Sharing
Pentecost Offering
Peacemaking Offering (75%)

Christmas Joy Offering
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Ten Thousand Villages
Invest in the world. Shop fair trade. The Shop is open Sundays,
November 7 to December 19 from 9-1:00 pm, and on Saturdays,
November 20 and December 11 from 9-1:00 pm. Shop location is
upstairs in Room 6. Come in to discover an exquisite collection of
handmade gifts, home decor, musical instruments, jewelry and personal accessories at Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, PA. Ten
Thousand Villages Store will help skilled artisans in more than 33
countries receive a fair price for their products. Outreach Ministry,
Social Justice and Peacemaking Committee, has hosted the sale for
the last six years, showcasing handcrafted items marketed by Ten
Thousand Villages, a nonprofit fair trade organization based in
Akron, PA.
Additional products in the Shop include Equal Exchange coffees,
teas, and chocolates. From Palestine we have Olive wood crosses
and ornaments, and oil. There are hand sewn garments, bags, chalkboards from Threads of Hope in Honduras. Card sets are available
from Alternative Gifts Incorporated.
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December
1

Dorothy Fike

11 Ellie Arthur

19 Melanie Guerrera

1

Elizabeth Turner

12 Lynn McAllister

21 Noel Caron

1

Carol Warner

12 Mary Ross

21 Melissa Guerrera

1

Richard Forcey

12 James Tierney

24 Charles Tipton

1

Judith Zenker

12 William Townsend

24 Gretchen Adams

3

Alexander Whitton

12 Jane Trimble

4

Richard Busko

12 Michaela Schneider

5

Carlton Groff

13 Wallace MacKrell

6

Barbara Hill

13 Emma Busko

6

Eric Lechette

14 David Bradford

6

Brian Hahn

14 Vivian Brown

6

David Smith

14 Marylee Guertin

6

Abigail Johnson

14 Paul Johnson

7

Laura Holton

14 Kalyn Kerr

7

Cooper Johnson

14 Kayla Vining

7

Holly Millard

15 Colin Smith

8

Reba Gray

16 Charles Hammond

9

Larry Finley

16 Elizabeth Miller

9

Jake Nichols

16 Benjamin Gerich

10 Chelsae Roberts

16 Susan Lombardi

11 Donna Davis

16 Alyssa Stevenson

11 Victoria King

17 Hillary Spotts

11 Peter Vernooy

17 Trevor Carter

11 Laurie Wood

18 John Hammond

11 Carl Buffington

18 Leslie McFadien

11 Jennifer Semple

19 Wayne Sallurday

If yours or a loved one’s birthday does not appear in our lists, please contact the office. We’d love to include you in our well wishes.
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December 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir

Naomi Circle
Shalom Circle

First Friday Lunch
Bunch

8

9

10

11

Worship Mtg. 12p
Lectionary Bible Study Walking Club 9a
Dove Tree Service 2p Military Parents
Presbyterian Women
Youth to Phila. 3p
Support Group 7p
Fellowship Dinner
10,000 Village Shop
Library
6:30p Fell. Hall
Open 9-11a
Christian Ed Meeting
Old Octorara Coven- 7p Fellowship Hall
anter Ch. Advent 4p

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir

Naomi Circle

Lighthouse Christmas Party 6-8p
Fellowship Hall

10,000 Villages Shop
Open 9-11a

12

15

16

17

18

Congregational Mtg. Lectionary Bible Study Walking Club 9a
to elect officers 12p Mom’s Club 12-2:30p WIC
Session after Cong.
Mtg. Choir Room
10,000 Villages 9-11a
Greenwood Singers
7p Sanctuary

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir

Naomi Circle
Reminder Calling to
Food Box Recipients 6p

Women of Faith
Circle
Sort Christmas Box
Canned Goods 9a
Organize Christmas
Boxes 6p

Hand out and
Deliver Christmas
Food Boxes 9a

19

20

22

23

24

25

Choir Christmas
Cantata 11a
Christmas Joy Offering—Both Services
10,000 Village Shop
Open 9-11a

Lectionary Bible Study Walking Club 9a
WIC

Adventure Club
Youth Choirs
Bells of Praise
Chancel Choir

Naomi Circle

Christmas Eve
6:30 Family Service
9:30 Bells of Praise
10:00 Candlelight
Communion
Service

26

27

28

29

30

31

Walking Club 9a
WIC

No Adventure Club
No Choir Practice
(as of press time)

5

6

13

Lessons and Carols—
Both Services
Blood Pressure Readings
Deborah Circle

7

14

21

4

Office Open 9:00a to 12:00p—Week of 12/27/2010

Entries on the calendar are as of press time. Events, dates, and times subject to change. More info on events available throughout Lamplighter and in office.
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Kid’s Gift Idea
Parents!
Here is a great Christmas
Idea for your kids!
The Action Bible has a new
comic book version of the
Bible out that your kids will
love to read!
You can buy it on Amazon
for $16

Adult Bible Study
Mark Your Calendar!
Starting December 5th the
Adult Bible Study Group
will begin a new topic - God’s
Message of Hope as Revealed in
The Book of Isaiah and The
Gospel of Mark!
Isaiah was a major prophet of the
Old Testament. Many have said
he foresaw the coming of Christ
more perfectly than any other
prophet. The Blessed Jerome
(c.342-420) declared he was more
like an Evangelist than a Prophet,
because God revealed the Mysteries of Christ so vividly that you
would think he was not prophesying about the future, but rather
was composing a history of past
events.

Tradition has it the Gospel of
Mark was written by John Mark,
one of the original seventy apostles of Jesus. He left Jesus’ ministry prior to the Crucifixion, but
was reconverted by Peter during
Peter’s travels. In Rome he served
as Peter’s scribe, recording his
Can Tabs
sermons. Mark went on to found
Please bring your can tabs to the Church of Alexandria, one of
the original four main sees of
the church office. They are Christianity.

being collected to donate to
Starting December 5th, we are
Dupont Children’s Hospital going to walk with Isaiah and
in Wilmington, DE.
Mark and discover how God re-

vealed His message of hope for
us in their lives and words. So
please get your Bible and join us
on this journey. We meet every
Sunday at 9:30 in the Library.

Presbytery of
Donegal Meeting
January 18, 2011, Oxford
Church will host the Presbytery of
Donegal’s meeting.
Approximately 170 to 200 people
will be in attendance. Coffee and
breakfast-type food will be
served, as well as lunch—so
much help is needed. Lists detailing types of duties to be performed (such as guides, sign
making, parking help) has been
passed to Elders and Deacons for
“sign up” purposes. I’m sure all
duties and direction signs will not
be spoken for—SO, please feel
free to see me and offer a helping
hand. Peak times will be from
8:30AM to 10:00AM.
—Jane Trimble

A Big Thank You From
Ware
Thanks to all those who agreed
to provided a gift for a resident at
Ware. Your gifts will help make
Christmas very special for some
folks in the Health Center.
—Kay Skinner: Key Person for
OPC/PW

Thank You Busy Bees!
Mission Well Done. PW collected
enough items for the baby layettes to ( almost ) complete 19.
Presbyterian Women purchased
the remaining items needed to
complete them. They were delivered to Church World Services in
New Windsor, Maryland by
Beverly and Woody Hartgrove.
—Kay Skinner – PW Baby Layette
Mission
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The Gantry

Mariawald Retreat is March 18 -20, 2011

The gantry was erected/derected
and now the lights in the sanctuary shine more brightly. Thanks
to the crew of Clyde Prigg, Ben
Gerich, Harold Walls, Andy
Ralston, Vern Ringler, Peter King
and Andy Arthur.

OPC Women’s 6th Annual Retreat is just around the comer, and it’s
time to prepare for this awesome event. The retreat is open to adult
members and friends. This is an opportunity to get to know others and
to enjoy one another’s company. There will be structured programs
and plenty of free time. Last year’s Retreat was outstanding, with
Stephanie Templin Ashford leading the worship portions and Lynn
McAllister providing lovely crafts with easy-to-follow instructions.

Military Parents
Support Group
Parents Military Support Group is meeting in the OPC library on Monday,
December 6th. 7PM.

“Leftovers”
Submitted by Eryn Gallagher
Lord, don’t let my attitude of
gratitude be like leftover turkey. I
don’t want to give you “recycled”
thanks like turkey soup or turkey
casserole. I don’t want to say the
same old words without thinking,
like turkey burgers or turkey
salad. May I never pull cold
words out of a freezer. May each
day be a new day of thankfulness. May each day be a
“holyday” to gather with family
and friends—in thought and
prayer. You said that Your mercies are new every morning. May
my thankfulness be fresh and
new and warm every morning,
too. May I daily choose the ingredients of my thankfulness and
spend as much time in preparation as carefully as I chose the
ingredients and prepared the
special dishes. May my thankfulness be a pleasing aroma to You,
like the enticing odors of a
Thanksgiving dinner.
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Mariawald Retreat Center has room for over 30 people. Most rooms are
equipped with three beds, and all have private baths. The nuns provide
meals beginning on Saturday morning, through Sunday lunch. The cost
depends on the number of occupants in each room. A single room is
$120; double is $100 and triple occupancy is $90. Each of those rates
is for the cost per person, depending on the number of occupants.
Once again our goal will be to fill as many rooms as possible. We’ve
had to “share” the facilities with others who may not be as enthusiastic
as we, and it’s more fun not having to worry about using our “inside”
voices, especially late in the evening.
The highly successful sock auction will once again be the focus of our
fundraising program. Last year over $1,600 was divided equally between the Second Presbyterian Church building fund and Canine Partners for Life. Janet Hudler and Gina Yanucci have done a great job
bringing both enthusiasm and donations for our chosen charities.
Retreaters will be asked to think about and vote on the 2011
recipient(s). If you are interested in attending this year, but want to
know more please call Judi Jefferis, Kathy Stullken, or speak with any of
the Retreat participants. If
Students and adults alike gathered on Sunday, Noyou’ve already
vember 14th to hear a message from youth minisbeen or want to
ter Andy Braner of Colorado. Following Andy’s
come you need
presentation, the crowd was wowed by the music of
to write a check
Christabelle Braden, a high school senior from Emin the amount of
maus PA who writes her own Christian music.
$40 to OPW by
December 15th,
designated
“Women’s Retreat,” and put it
in Beth Keefer’s
mail box next to
the office. That
money is returnable up until
three weeks before the Retreat.
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Our Mthatha Visitors
Rev. Phindile Nqakwana from the Somerville congregation, Sister Sibakazi
Skenjana from the Erskine congregation, Rev Vusi Mabo from the T.P.
Finca Memorial congregation, and Elder Bernard Mwelase Gidimisana
from the John Knox Bokwe Memorial congregation arrived safely on
November 12th and were escorted all over the presbytery! Thanks to the
hard working task force who went above and beyond in their planning,
driving, touring and feasting. It was a full ten days! We are thankful for
their safe return home.
Computer Literacy Project
During the busy holiday season, we
often remind ourselves to take time
to be thankful for what we have. In
doing so, we cannot help but acknowledge that many people
around the world go without.

Mthatha Visitors
Page 10

Rev. Phindile on a Harley
motorcycle during a tour of the
Harley factory in York on
Thursday, November 18th

Our “soup can” collections during
the month of November will help to
purchase computers for their new building. They hope to be able to buy
20 computers at $500 each. Our coins are definitely needed and appreciated. All donations will be received December 5th. Special thanks to
the Sunday School for their participation. Please check out Donegal Presbytery’s Youth Lead Computer Literacy donation form (next page) and
consider what you can donate to this project.

LAMPLIGHTER

Donation to the Presbytery of Donegal’s
Mthatha Youth Lead Computer Literacy Project
The donation has been made by:

Name: ______________________________________________
Address Line 1: _______________________________________
Address Line 2: _______________________________________
City: ________________________ State: _________________
ZIP Code: ________________
Church Affiliation: ____________________________________

Amount of the donation — circle one (**enclose a check please)
One computer: $500 One share of a computer: $50 One half share of a computer: $25

If you’d like to identify the name of the person receiving the donation, complete the following:

The donation is given in the name of: _______________________
Name: ______________________________________________
Address Line 1: _______________________________________
Address Line 2: _______________________________________
City: ________________________ State: _________________
ZIP Code: ________________

Mail this sheet and your donation check to: The Presbytery of Donegal, Mthatha Computer Literacy Project, PO Box 10054, Lancaster, PA, 17605-0054
**Please write on the notes section of your check: “For the Mthatha computer Literacy Project.”
VOLUME 23, ISSUE 12
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Our Session
The Session meets the second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm

The Lamplighter

6 Pine Street
Oxford, PA 19363

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Class of 2010

Class of 2011

Class of 2012

Richard Forcey
Andrea Evans
Beverly Hartgrove
Don MacMillan
Susan Sizoo
Wendell Higgins

Jackie Caleb
Warren Vosburg
Carol Carter
Jim McLeod
Eileen Loeliger
Don Drennen

Christine Arthur
Vivian Brown
Fred Brubaker
Guy Hager
Rebecca Kelso
Ashley Talley

Phone: 610-932-9640
Fax: 610-932-0863
E-mail: opc@oxfordpresbyterian.org

Our Deacons
The Deacons meet the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 service
Class of 2012
Ann Terry

Jessica Hammond

Jackie Montgomery

Victoria King

Patty McComsey

Cindy Hager

Jamie Workman

Mark Verbanas

Herman Wharton

Gene Turns

6 Pine Street
Oxford Presbyterian Church

Return Service Requested

http://
www.oxfordpresbyterian.org

Class of 2011
Dennis Tierney

Oxford, PA 19363

Our Web Page:

Class of 2010
Andrew Ralston

